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The Wideness of God’s Grace and Mercy 

Jonah 4:1-10 

 

Introduction: 

 

• we now come to the fourth and final chapter of the Book of Jonah 
 

• the Book of Jonah as I stated in the past weeks is mainly a narrative, a story about a prophet of 
God 
 

• and for the Book of Jonah to end so abruptly in chapter 4 as it does, is like a movie with an 
unsatisfying end 
 

• an ending that didn’t turn out the way we would have written it 
 

• in many opinions chapter 4 ends on a sour note 
 

• if I were writing the story, I would have ended with chapter 3:10 and that glorious revival in 
Ninevah 
 

• it would have made a far more promising end with that magnificent revival in Ninevah 
 

• but Jonah was not pleased with God’s revival of Ninevah 
 

• you would think that the greatest revival in the history of the world would cause Jonah to 
rejoice 
 

• but that’s not the case at all, Jonah was precisely the opposite 
 

• chapter 4 is a tragic account of this prophet’s ministry to Ninevah instead of a triumphant 
account of the prophet’s attitude for the lost 
 

• it leaves us so to speak, with a bad taste in our mouths 
 

• but this is, real life, it’s not a movie nor a novel 
 

• it’s scripture’s honest account of God’s people 
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• it’s a honest portrayal of Jehovah’s prophet who could have been legendary 
 

• but in the end, he’s reduced to a whimpering, winning, pouting prophet 
 

• yet, we must not be too hard on Jonah, we must not be too critical of Jonah 
 

• because I suspect we might behave in a similar manner, if God were to save our arch enemy 
 

• though we may not have written and recorded the final chapter in the same manner that it is 
recorded here for us, this is the way the Holy Spirit inspired Jonah to do so 
 

• but in the on-set of our study of Jonah chapter 4, I want to remind you of what God says in     
Psa 50:21 
 

• in Psa 50:21, God rebukes all of humanity with these words;  “ . . . . . . And you thought that I 
was altogether like you . . . . . .” 
 

• you see, we are not to think of God like He’s one of us 
 

• He’s not like us 
 

• and when we put God in a box and make Him like us, it’s sinful beloved 
 

• again, because God is not like us 
 

• Isa 55:8-9;  “For My thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways My ways, says the Lord.  
For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are My ways higher than your ways, and My 
thoughts than your thoughts . . . . . .” 
 

• loved ones, I said to you the last time we were together, ‘We are forever to guard against 
assigning human imperfections to God’ 
 

• God saw fit to record Jonah chapter 4 in the manner in which He did, and so He did 
 

• so what I want to do is, before we jump into Jonah chapter 4, I want to return to Jonah chapter 
3:10, and refresh ourselves as to how God responded to Ninevah’s redemption 
 

• Jon 3:10;  “Then God saw their works, that they turned from their evil way;  and God relented 
from the disaster that he said He would bring upon them, and He did not do it,” 
 

• no fire and brimstone fell on this latter-day Sodom and Gomorrah 
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• there was a previous precedent set in scripture where God withheld His divine judgment upon 

rebellious people 
 

• Moses had pleaded with God on behalf of Israel when they sinned against God by making and 
worshipping the golden calf  
 

• EX 33:11-14;  “Then Moses pleaded with the Lord his God, and said;  Lord, why does Your wrath 
burn hot against Your people whom You have brought out of the land of Egypt . . . . . . So the 
Lord relented from the harm which He said He would do to His people.” 
 

• Jeremiah had been the bearer of a divine oracle whose message was very relevant to Jonah’s 
message to the City of Ninevah 
 

• Jer 18:7-8;  “The instant I speak concerning a nation and concerning a kingdom, to pluck up, to 
pull down, and to destroy it, if that nation against whom I have spoken turns from its evil, I will 
relent of the disaster that I thought to bring upon it.” 
 

• loved ones, the original Hebrew language has a word-play that is very difficult to reproduce in 
English 
 

• furthermore, because you and I are finite, and because our thinking and our ability to process 
certain truths are taunted by sin and imperfection, our natural depravity leaves an appearance 
that God has changed 
 

• we know that God  “changes not” 
 

• Num 23:19;  “God is not a man, that He should lie, Nor a son of man, that He should repent . . .” 
 

• Mal 3:6;  “For I am the Lord, I do not change . . . . . .” 
 

• not only do we know that God  “changes not”  but we also know that scripture does not 
contradict itself 
 

• you see, regarding Ninevah, from our perspective and Jonah’s perspective, bad behavior should 
lead to a bad end 
 

• and the logic of this is broken by a higher logic, God exercising His divine prerogative to have 
mercy and compassion on whomever He chooses    Rom 9:15 
 

• justice is better served by regenerated characters rather than by reprobate corpses 
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• just as the praying sailors were delivered from the fatal effect of the great storm 

 
• so now, the entire City of Ninevah has been spared from the fatal doom  “preached”  to it from 

the lips of Jonah 
 

• so what I hope to accomplish at the end of our study of this last chapter, is that we will clearly 
see the broadness, the greatness, The Wideness of God’s Grace and Mercy 
 

• I want both you and I to see the magnificence of our great God 
 

• specifically the magnificence of His abounding grace and mercy to all people of the world 
 

• for God truly has no pleasure in the death of the wicked, in the perishing of the lost, but that 
such ones would turn from their evil ways and live 
 

• Ezek 18:23;  “Do I have any pleasure at all that the wicked shall die, says the Lord, and not that 
he should turn from his ways and live ?” 
 

• Ezek 33:11;  “ . . . . . . I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn 
from his way and live.” 
 

• I Tim 2:4;  “God our Savior, who desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of 
truth.” 
 

• II Pet 3:9;  “The Lord . . . . . . is not willing that any should perish but that all should come to 
repentance.” 
 

• but why did the Book of Jonah not stop at chapter 3:10 ? ? ? 
 

• the full grace and mercy of God has been displayed wonderfully 
 

• the entire City of Ninevah  “believed God” 
 

• the city is no longer in danger of the impending judgment 
 

• so why does the record not stop here ? ? ? 
 

• I believe that one of the reasons is, God must teach His people, you and I, certain truths 
regarding the narrowness, the selfishness, of man’s heart 
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• I know in myself, that I struggle with God exercising His grace and mercy on despicable people 
 

• it’s hard to watch God save evil people, ruthless people, vile people, mean spirited people 
 

• it’s hard to watch God save people who commit atrocities against other people 
 

• well, chapter 4 will clearly display the boundless, the greatness of God’s own blessed heart 
 

• to regenerate and forgive, even the most despicable people of the world at that time 
 

• chapter 4 will clearly display the boundless, the greatness of God’s own blessed heart, towards 
His once again backslidden prophet 
 

• thus, The Wideness of God’s Grace and Mercy 
 

• so, with these introductory thoughts, would you please join me in reading our passage this    
morning, Jonah 3:10 – 4:11 
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I.    Jonah’s Displeasure with the Lord:    vs. 1-3 

 

• vs. 1;  “But it displeased Jonah exceedingly, and he became angry.” 
 

• I think this is an understatement - Jonah is furious 
 

• but why was this prophet of Jehovah so  “angry”  at God ? ? ? 
 

• what could God have possibly done to make Jonah so  “displeased . . . . . . (and) exceedingly . . . . 
angry.”  ? ? ? 
 

• the answer to these questions are found in vs. 2;  “Ah, Lord, was not this what I said when I was 
still in my own country . . . . . . For I know that You are a gracious and merciful God, slow to 
anger and abundant in loving-kindness, One who relents from doing harm.” 
 

• instead of rejoicing in God’s divine grace and mercy being extended to Ninevah, Jonah is filled 
with regret 
 

• is this not an example of the parable our Blessed Lord shared in Matt 18:23-35 ? ? ? 
 

• it certainly is 
 

• remember how the king  “wanted to settle accounts with (his) servants . . . . . .” 
 

• “And when he began to settle accounts, one was brought to him who owed him ten thousand 
talents . . . . . .”  an exuberant amount that the  “servant”  could never repay 
 

• but the  “servant”  who owed such a huge debt pleaded with the king to be  “patient”  with him 
and allow him time to repay it 
 

• scripture records;  “That the master of that servant was moved with compassion, released him, 
and forgave him (his) debt.” 
 

• “But the servant went out and found one of his fellow servants who owed him (only) a hundred 
denarii (far less than what he owed);  he laid hands on him and took him by the throat, saying; 
Pay me what you owe.” 
 

• “So when his fellow servant fell down at his feet and begged him, saying;  have patience with 
me, and I will pay you all . . . . . .” 
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• but scripture records that  “ . . . . . . he would not, but went and threw him into prison till he 
should pay the debt.” 
 

• that’s exactly how Jonah is acting here 
 

• loved ones, after the build-up of cha 2 and cha 3, we should wince at the jarring response of 
Jonah here in Jon 4:1-2 
 

• please note God’s character in vs. 2;  “ . . . . . . a gracious and merciful  God, slow to anger and 
abundant (literally;  ‘overflowing’) in loving-kindness . . . . . .” 
 

• what a contrast we have here between God’s attitude towards Ninevah and Jonah’s  
 

• Jonah had received pardoning mercy from the Lord upon his repentance but was not willing for 
Ninevah to receive the same 
 

• is this not the heart of man ? ? ? 
 

• do you see the narrowness of man’s heart ? ? ? 
 

• do you see why Jer 17:9 declares;  “The heart . . . . . . is desperately wicked” 
 

• it’s natural for us to desire and wish judgment upon evil and wicked people, and when they 
receive it, say that they got what they deserve 
 

• but did you and I get what we deserved ? ? ? 
 

• yes, Jonah still believes that bad behavior should lead to a bad end 
 

• and Jonah takes it very poorly that it does not 
 

• so Jonah throws a little temper tantrum so to speak, a kind of  ‘I told you so’  to God 
 

• Jonah in his blind  “anger”  is rebuking God 
 

• beloved, Jonah was  “exceedingly displeased . . . . . . (and) angry”  at God 
 

• Jonah resented God’s grace and mercy towards the Ninevites 
 

• Jonah believed that the justice of God and the wrath of God against sin ought to nullify the grace 
and mercy of God towards the Ninevites 
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• but who is Jonah to complain, especially since he himself was recently so happy to be the 

recipient of God’s grace and mercy 
 

• he who praised the gracious mercy of God in cha 2, turns around and deplores it in cha 4 
 

• a man who just several days ago was extended grace and mercy from Jehovah, who declared  
“salvation is of the Lord”  is now bent-out-of-shape because God extended that same grace and 
mercy on an entire city of heathens 
 

• you see, Jonah felt in this given situation that he knew better what God should do 
 

• but I don’t believe for one minute that this is an unusual or limited trait just specific to Jonah 
 

• I don’t believe for one minute that this trait is an isolated case, just in Jonah’s life 
 

• I believe were all capable of responding this way in a given situation 
 

• this chapter like all of scripture is recorded for our benefit 
 

• because we all have the same sinful tendencies that caused Jonah to behave this way 
 

• we all share those same tendencies with Jonah 
 

• because this is the typical attitude of the human heart 
 

• so, Jonah brings his  “displeasure”  to God in the form of a prayer, vs. 2;  “So he prayed to the 
Lord . . . . . .” 
 

• now, this prayer is the very opposite of his prayer of praise and thanksgiving in cha 2 
 

• this is not the new Jonah who emerged from the  “belly of the fish”  in cha 2 
 

• this is not the new Jonah who treaded the sign-posts to the City of Ninevah 
 

• this is a reversal to the old Jonah, who  “fled . . . . . . from the presence of the Lord”  and away 
from God’s will and service 
 

• this Jonah brings a complaint that his worst fears have been realized 
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• then he flips into God’s face an orthodox summary of Jehovah’s attributes of  “grace and mercy, 
slow to anger and abundant in loving-kindness . . . . . .” 
 

• you see, Jonah is readily familiar with the scriptures, and he shows this clearly in his prayers 
 

• we talked about this in cha 2, that Jonah was a man  “mighty in the scriptures”    Acts 18:24 
 

• so, in his prayer in vs. 2, he recalls to mind Psa 145:9;  “The Lord is good to all, and His tender 
mercies are over all His works”  and this is his complaint, God’s loving   “grace and mercy” 
 

• in his prayer, Jonah complains right from the start when he sarcastically implies;                            
‘I knew right from the beginning’ 
 

• in other words,  ‘he could see it coming’ 
 

• notice the phrase in vs. 2;  “ . . . . . . was not this what I said . . . . . .”  literally meaning;               
‘was this not my word’ 
 

• friends, this phrase is coated, its wrapped, with sarcasm 
 

• essentially Jonah is saying,  ‘my word’  was correct,  ‘my word’  was accurate, and the          
“word of the Lord”  was ill advised 
 

• in a sense, Jonah was appointing himself the theological advisor to Almighty God 
 

• and in doing so, pronounce himself completely in disagreement to God’s divine policy of   
“mercy and grace, slow to anger and abundant in loving-kindness.” 
 

• so, Jonah feels he can no longer represent Jehovah and so he prays for death 
 

• vs. 3;  “Therefore now, O Lord, please take my life from me, for it is better for me to die than to 
live !” 
 

• what a pitiful statement 
 

• do you understand that Jonah would rather be  “dead”  than to see the Ninevites be saved 
 

• ‘over my dead body’  is Jonah’s reaction to God’s grace 
 

• himself forgiven, he cannot accept that non-Israelites being forgiven 
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• and so the prophet strikes a noble pose by echoing the prayer of Elijah 
 

• in I Kings 19:4, it’s recorded;  “(Elijah) prayed that he might die, and said,;  It is enough !  Now, 
Lord, take my life, for I am no better than my fathers.” 
 

• so, Jonah in vs. 3 adapts Elijah’s prayer by saying;  “Therefore now, O Lord, please take my life 
from me, for it is better for me to die than to live.” 
 

• poor O Jonah, he’s disappointed in God’s success 
 

• and his previous prayer of adoration and praise to Jehovah has given way to despair and dispute 
 

• Jehovah has a rebel on His hands 
 

• Jehovah’s agent of salvation , though compelled to do God’s will, is by no means convinced of its 
correctness 
 

• and so the Lord shows him that grace as He gently chides him 
 

• so, with a series of questions, God restores Jonah theological imbalance and steers him right 
back 
 

• you see, Jonah did not lack a zeal for justice, but he lacked compassion 
 

• he thought he knew about compassion because he said in vs. 2;  “ . . . . . . I know that You are 
gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abundant in loving-kindness . . . . . .” 
 

• but the fact of the matter, Jonah didn’t want God extending it, at least to the Ninevites 
 

• so, God gives Jonah a succession of three object lessons to aid him in his learning 
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II.    Jonah’s Rebuke by the Lord:    vs. 4-11 

 

• this final section begins as the previous  first three verses, with the subject of Jonah’s  “anger” 
 

• vs. 4;  “Then the Lord said;  Is it right for you to be angry ?” 
 

• Jonah assumed he knew better than God the proper course of action to be taken 
 

• but the Lord rebuked him;  “Is it right for you to be angry ?” 
 

• if anybody had the  “right to be angry”  it would be God 
 

• but God wasn’t  “angry”  God is  “gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abundant in      
loving-kindness . . . . . .”  first to Jonah, and then to Ninevah 
 

• how quickly Jonah forgot God’s  “grace and mercy”  towards him 
 

• God didn’t get  “angry”  when Jonah refused initially to go to Ninevah  
 

• no, God showed  “loving-kindness”  towards Jonah when He spared him from the raging storm 
and then sent Jonah His rescue vehicle in the form of a  “great fish” 
 

• and yet here in vs. 4 we see God’s  “grace and mercy”  being displayed once again on Jonah 
 

• the Lord’s rebuke in vs. 4 is really quite gentle 
 

• the Lord asks the prophet but one question,  ‘Is your  “anger”  warranted’ 
 

• in other words, did Jonah have just cause for his  “anger” 
 

• you see, God wanted to draw Jonah out of himself to view his  “anger”  and sinful  “displeasure”  
in their true light 
 

• thus, God asks that simple question to stimulate Jonah’s thinking;   “Is it right for you to be 
angry ?” 
 

• notice Jonah’s response in vs. 5;  “So Jonah went out of the city . . . . . .” 
 

• friends, Jonah leaves town 
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• but not only does Jonah leave town, but notice what he does next 
 

• vs. 5;  “Jonah went out of the city and sat on the east side of the city.  There he made himself a 
shelter and sat under it in the shade, till he might see what would become of the city.” 
 

• isn’t it sad to see Jonah’s pouting response 
 

• it seems that Jonah was harboring the vain hope that God would respond to his tantrum and 
wipeout Ninevah anyway 
 

• some suggest that he sat outside the city waiting for their reversal 
 

• but could it be that Jonah felt the guilt stirring in his heart, setting in by the Lord’s request, thus 
prompting him to leave the city to be alone 
 

• yet, maybe Jonah thought that God’s question meant;  ‘Is it right for you to be angry, when for 
all you know I may yet destroy the city’ 
 

• at any rate, Jonah did not realize that the  “shelter”  he made was going to be used by God as a 
school of discipline to teach Jonah one of the greatest lessons in the world 
 

• thus, the God of the sea, who produce a  “great fish to swallow Jonah”  is also the God of the 
earth who can produce  “plants and worms” 
 

• so God supplies His first object lesson for Jonah 
 

• in fact, God provides another miracle for Jonah to experience 
 

• vs. 6;  “And the Lord God prepared a plant and made it come up over Jonah, that it might be 
shade for his head to deliver him from his misery.  So Jonah was very grateful for the plant.” 
 

• how gracious and tender of God to see to the physical comforts of Jonah 
 

• friends, the  “plant . . . . . . God prepared”  shows up out of nowhere 
 

• and it’s providing additional  “shade for (Jonah’s) head . . . . . .” 
 

• this  “plant”  extends up and over the top of the  “shelter”  Jonah erects 
 

• and the purpose of God  “preparing”  this  “plant”  for Jonah is to provide a  “deliverance from 
his misery . . . . . .” 
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• the  “misery”  of Jonah’s  “displeasure . . . . . . and exceeding anger” 

 
• and the physical  “misery”  of sitting in the hot desert sun  

 
• and because of this  “shade”  Jonah is now  “very grateful” 

 
• at the beginning of the chapter Jonah was  “exceedingly angry”  but now he’s  “very grateful” 

 
• this is the only time in the narration where it is recorded that Jonah was  “glad” 

 
• not just happy but  “very glad” 

 
• Jonah wasn’t  “glad”  over the salvation of an entire city, no he was  “exceedingly angry” 

 
• but when his personal comforts are met, he’s  “very glad” 

 
• may I suggest that this is a selfish  “gladness” 

 
• God showed compassion on Jonah, the very thing Jonah wasn’t willing to see God exercise on 

the Ninevites 
 

• you see, Jonah believes God is not supposed to be compassionate, graceful and merciful to vile 
sinners 
 

• and Jonah believed this principle was non-negotiable 
 

• Jonah believed God should extend His grace and mercy on those who were not so vile, people 
like himself 
 

• he was O.K. with God extending His compassion on sinners, as long as he was the sinner 
 

• or as long as he could help God determine whom His compassion should fall upon 
 

• as we shall see, God exposes his hypocrisy 
 

• so, the next morning brought quite a surprise for Jonah 
 

• vs. 7;  “But as morning dawned the next day God prepared a worm, and it so damaged the plant 
that it withered.” 
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• loved ones, the next  “morning”  God smote the  “plant” that He had provided the day before to 
be  “shade”  for Jonah  
 

• but why did God do such a thing ? ? ?  
 

• to teach Jonah a lesson, that his affections should be for people not a  “plant” 
 

• Jonah  “was very grateful for the plant”  a plant that he had not cultivated, a plant that he had 
not watered, a plant that he had not cared for 
 

• but he had favorable affection for it 
 

• in contrast, he had no affections for the Ninevites whom God created, whom God tended, and 
whom God cared for 
 

• Jonah would just assume God save a  “plant”  and destroy the people of Ninevah 
 

• he would rather God save a little weed and destroy an entire civilization 
 

• allow me to put this into perspective 
 

• look ahead to vs. 10-11;  “But the Lord said;  You have had pity on the plant for which you have 
not labored, nor made it grow, which came up in the night and perished in a night.  And should I 
not pity Ninevah, that great city, in which are more than 120,000 persons who cannot discern 
between their right hand and their left – and much livestock ?” 
 

• the phrase  “ . . . . . . more than 120,000 persons who cannot discern between their right hand 
and their left . . . . . .”  is speaking about children 
 

• the  “ . . . . . . 120,000 persons who cannot discern . . . . . .”  is children 
 

• children too young to know the basics, too young to  “ . . . . . . discern between their right hand 
and their left . . . . . .” 
 

• little kids,  “120,000”  of them 
 

• and Jonah’s  “angry”  that God didn’t destroy them 
 

• and at the same time he’s  “angry”  that God destroyed his  “plant” 
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• here’s Jonah, sitting under his  “shelter”  outside the city, hoping somehow that God would 
destroy the City on Ninevah 
 

• including  “120,000”  little children  
 

• loved ones, people, people must be the object of our compassion and pity, not pigs and plants 
 

• let me give you an example, where is our outcry for the millions of babies aborted, murdered, 
slaughtered in this country, instead of the outcry for dogs and cats, elephants and whales 
 

• loved ones, God beached the whale and saved the prophet 
 

• but Jonah’s compassion was for a  “plant”  instead of for people 
 

• beloved, compassion is for people, not things 
 

• compassion is even for sinful people, especially sinful people 
 

• in Mat 9:12-13, Jesus said;  “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are 
sick.  But go and learn what this means;  (for) I desire mercy and not sacrifice.  For I did not 
come to call the righteous, but sinners, to repentance.” 
 

• not only did Jonah miss this exhortation from Christ, but I sense we might miss this also 
 

• turning back to the narration, vs. 7;  “ . . . . . .God prepared a worm . . . . . .”  to destroy Jonah’s 
shade  “plant” 
 

• and now Jonah’s  “shade”  over his  “shelter”  is gone 
 

• but to add insult to injury the blazing hot sun is met with a sultry  “east wind” 
 

• vs. 8;  “And it happened, when the sun arose, that God prepared a vehement east wind;  and 
the sun beat on Jonah’s head, so that he grew faint.  Then he wished death for himself, and 
said, It is better for me to die than to live.” 
 

• with his shade  “plant withered”  by a hungry  “worm”  God now sends a  “vehement east wind” 
 

• and this  “east wind”  is the last object lesson in the Book of Jonah 
 

• and I remind you that each object lesson was  “prepared by the Lord” 
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• the first object lesson is recorded in Jon 1:17;  “Now the Lord had prepared a great fish to 
swallow Jonah . . . . . .” 
 

• in Jon 4:6;  “And the Lord God prepared a plant . . . . . .” 
 

• in Jon 4:7;  “God prepared a worm . . . . . .” 
 

• and here in Jon 4:8;  “God prepared a vehement east wind . . . . . .” 
 

• or if you like alliteration like me, God  “prepared”  a whale, a weed, a worm, and a wind 
 

• and each of these was a miraculous phenomenon 
 

• that’s why it says  “God prepared”  them, they were special acts of God, not single acts of 
nature 
 

• no  “great fish”  has ever swallowed a man and the man survived 
 

• no  “plant”  can spring up overnight to be as tall and full, to cover a  “shelter”  and a man in it 
 

• no  “worm”  overnight can destroy such a huge  “plant” 
 

• no  “vehement east wind”  can erupt without hot and cold thermos mixing 
 

• friends, this  “vehement east wind”  is a hot, dry, penetrating wind 
 

• brought forth by God, to add discomfort to the blazing hot sun of the middle east desert that 
Jonah finds himself in 
 

• the word  “vehement”  literally means;  ‘violent, intense, tempestuous’ 
 

• it’s like the great storm of Jonah cha 1, which continued to grow more                      
“tempestuous or vehement” 
 

• keep in mind, this is not a cooling wind to relieve Jonah from the blistering hot sun and heat 
 

• no, it’s a dry hot wind to add to his discomfort and  “misery” 
 

• this  “vehement east wind”  has a supernatural intensity straight from the hand of God 
 

• you see, God sends this  “vehement east wind”  to cause Jonah greater discomfort 
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• because Jonah is only concern about Jonah 

 
• so, God  “prepares a plant and made it come up over Jonah, that it might be shade for his head 

to deliver him from his misery . . . . . .” 
 

• Jonah’s  “misery”  of self-pity 
 

• followed by God  “preparing a worm”  to destroy the  “plant”  in order to get Jonah attention 
 

• but Jonah is still concern about Jonah 
 

• Jonah dredged up these old attributes of bitterness 
 

• so now, God  “prepares a vehement east wind;  (with) the sun beating on Jonah’s head, so that 
he grew faint.” 
 

• and for the second time in cha 4, Jonah pities himself 
 

• look at vs. 8;  “ . . . . . . It is better for me to die than to live.” 
 

• just like vs. 3;  “O, Lord, please take my life from me, for it is better for me to die than to live !” 
 

• friends, Jonah didn’t want to die, he’s only feeling sorry for himself 
 

• because the minute God showed him the least bit of favor by  “preparing a plant . . . . . . (to) be 
shade for his head . . . . . .”  Jonah cheers up, vs. 6 
 

• the only time in the Book of Jonah that Jonah is  “glad”  is when God  “prepared a plant”  for 
Jonah 
 

• by the way, we use the smallest tokens of favor to support our skewed thinking that God 
approves our ways 
 

• but Jonah was about Jonah 
 

• so, God sends the fourth and last object lesson, the  “vehement east wind” 
 

• loved ones, Rom 2:4;  “ . . . . . . the goodness of God leadeth to repentance.” 
 

• God really wants to restore Jonah, God wants to bring Jonah back to repentance 
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• what really happened here was the  “vehement east wind”  blew away Jonah hypocritical 

facade and exposed Jonah for what he really was, uncompassionate and selfish 
 

• so, God prods Jonah to take a look at himself, to look inside, to examine himself 
 

• vs. 9;  “Is it right for you to be angry about the plant ?” 
 

• this rebuke is really a gentle chide 
 

• God is saying in a sense;  ‘Come on Jonah, stop, do you really have a right to be angry ?’ 
 

• ‘do you really think it’s right to be upset with Me for destroying a plant ?’ 
 

• ‘the  “plant”  that I gave you in the first place’ 
 

• see how God is trying to get Jonah to take a close look at himself and his pitiful condition 
 

• and God is doing so gently 
 

• but Jonah still doesn’t get it 
 

• notice his response at the end of vs. 9;  “And (Jonah) said,  It is right for me to be angry, even to 
death !” 
 

• in other words, Jonah is saying;  “Your darn right I have the right to be angry !’ 
 

• ‘I have every reason to be angry’  says Jonah 
 

• ‘in fact, I’m so angry I might just die right now, so why don’t You just kill me’ 
 

• that’s the attitude conveyed by Jonah here in vs. 9 
 

• beloved, this is pathetic 
 

• Jonah is obsessed with Jonah, he’s only focused on Jonah, as if he was the only person in the 
world 
 

• he felt sorry for the  “plant” 
 

• he felt sorry for himself 
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• and yet he never felt sorry one bit for Ninevah 

 
• you see, Jonah’s sin has warped his theological understanding of doctrine 

 
• sin has a funny way of doing that, perverting our thinking, perverting our true understanding of 

right from wrong 
 

• Jonah’s pity was misdirected 
 

• and so there sat Jonah, in his  “shelter” 
 

• one of the largest cities in the world lay right in front of him 
 

• and there he sits, disregarding the immutability of God 
 

• hoping against hope, that God would somehow change his mind and wipe out the entire 
civilization 
 

• the way Jonah believed God should have done so in the first place 
 

• and so, the narration ends with God’s final words to Jonah 
 

• vs. 10-11;  “But the Lord said;  You have had pity on a plant for which you have not labored, nor 
made it grow, which came up in a night and perished in a night.  And should I not pity Ninevah, 
that great city, in which are more than 120,000 persons who cannot discern between their right 
hand and their left – and much livestock ?” 
 

• it’s like a bad ending to a movie 
 

• but there’s a sequel to the story, the Book of Nahum 
 

• Nahum records the final existence of Nineva 
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In Closing: 

 

• what happened to Jonah ? ? ?    we don’t know 
 

• he recorded what is in the book that bears his name, and that’s a good sign 
 

• I sense he had a change of mind and repented once again from his heart’s attitude 
 

• I make this claim recognizing that  “whom the Lord loves He chastens, and scourges every son 
whom he receives.”    Heb 12:6 
 

• Jonah was a son of God and furthermore, a prophet of Jehovah 
 

• and though I have been quick to point out his error and sin, I think it’s vitally important to point 
out a remarkable trait that we could easily gloss over 
 

• and that’s this, in all of Jonah’s disapproval  of God’s actions with Ninevah, in all of Jonah 
disappointment in God’s actions with Ninevah, Jonah took his disappointments  to God in prayer 
 

• we must remember that cha 4 began with Jonah’s prayer 
 

• Jonah did not attempt to hide his  “displeasure and anger”  with God from God 
 

• no, he openly and honestly took his regrets directly to God 
 

• Jonah took his frustrations to God 
 

• in cha 1, Jonah  “fled from the presence of the Lord” 
 

• in cha 4, Jonah  “flees”  to the Lord 
 

• read attached 
 

• beloved, when you experience   “displeasure and anger”  with God, do you avoid him or run to 
Him ? ? ? 
 

• finally, and most importantly, and I cannot over-stress this point enough 
 

• in vs. 11, Jonah had  “pity on a plant”  but God had  “pity”  on people 
 



-21- 
 

• Jonah did not  “pity”  the lost, but God did 
 

• that’s the thrust of this chapter, The Wideness of God’s Grace and Mercy, for all nations 
 

• the tender heart of God is telling forth the love of God for all nations, for all His needy creatures, 
even  “livestock” 
 

• that’s the great lesson that God wanted to teach Jonah,  “pity”  for the lost, compassion for the 
lost, mercy for the lost  
 

• and the seeming abruptness of the close of the book is intentional, and much more forceful than 
if the thought had been carried out in further detail 
 

• yes, we dare not leave the words with which the book closes as though they were an after 
thought 
 

• no, the key to the Book of Jonah is here in vs. 11 
 

• look with me once again at vs. 11;  “And should I not pity Ninevah, that great city, in which are 
more than 120,000 persons who cannot discern between their right hand and their left – and 
much livestock ?” 
 

• the tender heart of God is telling forth the love of God for all the nations 
 

• because God’s love is ever seeking to save those who are rightly doomed to eternal punishment 
 

• loved ones, we need to foster tender loving hearts of mercy after God’s merciful heart for the 
lost 
 

• I don’t believe singling out Jonah for this lesson was God’s intention 
 

• I’m convinced that this lesson needs to be applied to all who claim Jesus Christ as Lord and 
Savior 
 

• I know that to be true for my heart, how about yours ? ? ? 


