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The Sovereignty of God 

Jonah 1:1-17 - Part I 

 

Introduction: 

 

• last week I introduced to you the Book of Jonah 
 

• and in order for us to have a better understanding of this great prophetic book, I gave you some 
background information regarding;  Who is Jonah ? ? ?  Where did he come From ? ? ?  and 
What was his Mission ? ? ?  or better yet,  What was his Commission ? ? ? 
 

• I also gave you some background information regarding;  Who is Ninevah ? ? ?  Where is 
Ninevah located ? ? ?  and  What was their customs and practices at the time of Jonah ? ? ? 
 

• but before I begin our exposition, I want to stress the main theme in the Book of Jonah 
 

• the theme which surfaces over and over again throughout the book is The Sovereignty of God 
 

• throughout our study of the Book of Jonah, the Sovereignty of God will be on display 
 

• please keep this theme in the forefront of your memory 
 

• it would be a tragedy to miss it 
 

• because regardless of what the characters of the narration are doing, it is always under the 
divine direction of our Almighty God 
 

• so with no more ado, would you please join me in reading our passage this morning              
Jonah 1:1-17 
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I.    Jonah’s Disobedience:    vs. 1-3 

 

• the first thing I’d like to bring to your attention is the opening phrase 
 

•  “Now the word of the Lord came to Jonah . . . . . .” 
 

• loved ones, this opening expression appears 92 times in the OT 
 

• it’s a standard expression to introduce inspired prophetic utterances 
 

• it’s a definitive claim to divine inspiration 
 

• but in all 92 times we are never told how  “the word of the Lord came”  to the prophet 
 

• but in all cases by the force of the original language, the phrase is clear, unmistakable and 
definitively authoritative 
 

• and in Jonah’s case it is a simple, clear and concise command, vs. 2; “Arise, go to Ninevah, that 
great city, and cry against it . . . . . .” 
 

• that’s it, the  “word of the Lord (that) came to Jonah” 
 

• God’s word to Jonah was clear and an unmistakable command to go to the  “great”  heathen city 
of Ninevah and preach against it 
 

• friends, this is the only case of a prophet of Jehovah being sent to the heathen 
 

• what marching orders 
 

• all the prophets prior and all the prophets after Jonah, were sent to preach and restore Israel 
 

• God’s prophets were sent to Israel, but not Jonah 
 

• Jonah was commissioned to Ninevah 
 

• it’s one thing to go and preach against the  “wickedness”  of your own people, but to go to 
foreign people, to the Gentiles, and preach against them, that’s another thing 
 

• but isn’t that our commission today ? ? ? 
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• to  “Go . . . . . . to all nations . . . . . . teaching them to observe all things that God has 
commanded . . . . . .”    Matt 28:20 
 

• are we not to preach against sin, and to preach repentance, and preach to receive the Lord Jesus 
Christ for the forgiveness of sins ? ? ? 
 

• in other words, do we not have the same commission today as Jonah had back then ? ? ? 
 

• I believe we do 
 

• and though the command  “ . . . . . . go to Ninevah . . . . . .and cry against it . . . . . .”  was simple, it 
was shocking to Jonah 
 

• shocking to Jonah because Ninevah was the capital city of the evil and gruesome Assyrian 
Empire 
 

• an empire known for its brutality 
 

• Ninevah was the most terrible enemy of the people of God 
 

• one of the nation of Israel’s worst enemy 
 

• and Ninevah was the last place on earth that Jonah wanted to go to deliver a prophetic warning 
 

• so Jonah goes the opposite direction 
 

• Jonah decides to go the other way 
 

• he was headed to Tarshish 
 

• God commands Jonah to go to Ninevah, but Jonah was of a contrary mind 
 

• look at vs. 3;  “But Jonah arose to flee to Tarshish from the presence of the Lord.  He went down 
to Joppa, and found a ship going to Tarshish; so he paid the fare, and went down into it, to go 
with them to Tarshish from the presence of the Lord.” 
 

• Joppa was a seaport town on the Mediterranean Sea just south-west of Jerusalem 
 

• but Joppa wasn’t Jonah’s destination 
 

• Jonah was headed to Tarshish 
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• friends, Ninevah was 500 miles east of Israel 

 
• and Tarshish was 2,000 miles to the west 

 
• Tarshish was on the southern coast of Spain 

 
• in fact, Tarshish was the most western port of call on the Phoenician trade routes 

 
• and Tarshish was the farthest city in which Jonah could flee to 

 
• so why would Jonah do this ? ? ? 

 
• why would Jonah go in the opposite direction he was commanded to go ? ? ? 

 
• some think that Jonah was afraid of the Assyrians for the brutality they were known for 

 
• remember the background information I gave you last week regarding the Ninevites 

 
• they were ruthless barbarians, evil heathens 

 
• gruesome atrocities the Ninevites committed to all the people whom they conquered 

 
• and though fear may have been a factor causing Jonah to disobey God 

 
• though fear may have come upon Jonah, that was not his reason for going the opposite 

direction 
 

• Jonah discloses the reason for not wanting to go to Ninevah 
 

• Jonah did not want to be the divine instrument of warning to Ninevah  
 

• Jonah did not want these people to be warned of the impending judgment of God 
 

• he preferred God exercise His judgment and wrath upon them without any warning 
 

• he believed Ninevah should be destroyed without warning 
 

• you see, Jonah knew enough about the grace and mercy of God 
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• that if the Ninevites heard this warning and repented, God would withdraw His hand of 
judgment against them 
 

• and Jonah did not want this to happen 
 

• but that’s precisely what happened, Jonah was the instrument of warning that God used 
 

• and because of this, Jonah made a little I told you so speech to God 
 

• Jonah 4:2;  “Ah, Lord, was not this what I said when I was still in my country ?  Therefore I fled 
previously to Tarshish;  for I know that You are a gracious and merciful God, slow to anger and 
abundant in lovingkindness, One who relents from doing harm.” 
 

• can you imagine that Jonah was rebuking God 
 

• you see, the Ninevites were one of Israel’s enemies, and Jonah wanted them wiped out 
 

• so, Jonah allowed his zeal for his people to over-shadow his faith in the goodness of God 
 

• but the irony is this, Jonah was saying that God was too good to be trusted, that he needed to 
help God out 
 

• Jonah’s zeal called into question God’s justice in dealing with one of Israel’s worst enemies 
 

• Jonah thought God should deal with them the way Jonah felt they should be dealt with, 
destroyed 
 

• in a sense, Jonah was accusing God of being too good, as though God’s goodness is a bad thing 
 

• so he refused to trust God in God’s manner of dealing with Ninevah 
 

• loved ones, that’s the kind of twisted thinking that our sin blinded minds produce 
 

• a warp sense of the truth, a twisted thinking 
 

• but I don’t want to portray Jonah as a wicked man 
 

• quite the contrary, Jonah was not a wicked man, but a godly prophet of God 
 

• his zeal for the protection of God’s people is a good thing 
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• Jonah was motivated by a hatred for evil and a love for goodness 
 

• but Jonah became imbalanced because he did not temper his zeal with faith, faith in God, that 
God knew what He was doing 
 

• faith that God will do the right thing with the Ninevites 
 

• so the disdain in Jonah’s heart caused him to disobey God’s will and go the other direction 
 

• vs.3;  “ . . . . . . (so) he went down to Joppa, (he) found a ship going to Tarshish;  (and) he paid 
the fare . . . . . .” 
 

• in short, Jonah is disobeying the direct will of God 
 

• Jonah is exercising blatant, willful sin 
 

• sin, unchecked and unrepented takes a man  “down” 
 

• look with me please at vs. 3;  “ . . . . . . (Jonah) went down to Joppa, found a ship going to 
Tarshish . . . . . . and went down into it . . . . . .” 
 

• you see, the course of sin is always  “downward” 
 

• and those who embark on a path of sin always find themselves  “downward” 
 

• even with the best of intentions as was the case with Jonah, sin always leads you  “downward” 
 

• disobedience taints good intentions, and the road is  “downward” 
 

• and the fruit of disobedience, is more and deeper sin until sin finally takes you to the bottom 
 

• and that was the case with Jonah – his disobedience took him way  “down” 
 

• “He went down to Joppa . . . . . . (he) went down into (a ship) . . . . . .”  and in vs. 5 we find him 
even further  “down” 
 

• “ . . . . . . down into the lowest parts of the ship . . . . . .” 
 

• but before his sin had run its course, Jonah would still go further  “down” 
 

• “down”  into the belly of the fish 
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• and yet, still further  “down . . . . . . down to the depth of the sea . . . . . .”    Jon 2:4 

 
• and when Jonah had gone  “down”  to as deep as it could get, he finally prayed to the Lord for 

help 
 

• and in chapter 2, vs. 2, he calls the  “fishes belly . . . . . . (the) belly of hell”    Jon 2:2 
 

• Jonah was speaking in figurative language of course 
 

• but may I say that the natural course of sin’s descent, is the  “belly of hell” 
 

• sin takes the sinner  “down”  and  “down”  again 
 

• and finally  “down”  to the  “belly of hell”  from which he can descend no further 
 

• beloved, sin takes a man  “fleeing”  in the wrong direction 
 

• and not only does it take a man in the wrong direction, but it also takes him  “downward” 
 

• but sin not only takes a man in the wrong direction and  “downward”  it also takes him away 
“from the presence of the Lord” 
 

• look at vs. 3 once again;  “But Jonah arose to flee . . . . . . from the presence of the Lord” 
 

• an interesting expression  “to flee . . . . . . from the presence of the Lord” 
 

• what was Jonah thinking ? ? ?     
 

• truthfully, Jonah wasn’t thinking at all 
 

• that’s what sin does to a man, he stops thinking 
 

• did Jonah really think he could hide  “from the presence of the Lord” 
 

• did Jonah really think he could escape  “from the presence of the Lord” 
 

• what did Jonah really think he could accomplish ? ? ? 
 

• we will see when we study chapter 2, that Jonah was a keen student of the Psalms 
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• in his prayer found in chapter 2, Jonah is quoting the Psalms 
 

• as a man of God, Jonah must have been truly familiar with that great Psalm of David that he 
wrote regarding the omnipresence of the Lord 
 

• Psa 139:7-12;  “O Lord . . . . . .  Where can I go from Your Spirit ?  Or where can I flee from Your 
presence ?   If I ascend into heaven, You are there;  If I make my bed in hell, behold, You are 
there.  If I take the wings of morning, and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea, even there 
Your hand shall lead me, and Your right hand shall hold me.  If I say,  ‘Surely the darkness shall 
fall on me,’  even the night shall be light about me;  Indeed, the darkness shall not hide from 
You, but the night shall shine as the day;  The darkness and the light are both alike to You.” 
 

• surely Jonah must have known this Psalm 
 

• he must have been familiar with all its truths 
 

• its highly doubtful that he literally believed he could hide  “from the presence of the Lord” 
 

• its highly doubtful that he literally believed he could place himself out of the God’s reach by 
changing location, no matter where he went  
 

• I believe the phrase  “from the presence of the Lord”  might possibly mean, that Jonah wanted 
to leave the place where God manifests His  “presence”  in Israel 
 

• Jonah wanted to leave Israel where the  “presence of the Lord”  has always been made known 
 

• listen to a parallel passage in Genesis 4:16;  “Then Cain went out from the presence of the Lord 
and dwelt in the Land of Nod on the east of Eden” 
 

• Cain too had sinned against the Lord and the Lord had  “driven (him) out”  from His  “presence”  
of where He had manifested His  “presence”  in Eden 
 

• both Cain and Jonah had escaped the place where God had displayed His  “presence”  in Israel 
 

• not that they could ever escape the all seeing eye of God 
 

• but Jonah wanted to get as far away from the land of God and the people of God 
 

• in effect, Jonah was trying to resign his commission as Jehovah’s prophet 
 

• placing himself as far away as possible from God’s  “presence”  making himself useless to God 
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• that’s what Jonah was trying to do 

 
• hoping that God would not require him to deliver this prophetic warning to Ninevah 

 
• well lastly, notice the expression in vs. 3;  “. . . . . . he paid the fare . . . . . .” 

 
• Jonah  “. . . . . . paid the fare . . . . . . to go . . . . . . to Tarshish . . . . . .” 

 
• I love what the late Donald Grey Barnhouse regarding this expression  “. . . . . . he paid the fare” 

 
• “When you flee from the Lord’s presence you’ll pay the total fare, but you’ll never get where 

your going and you’ll never get a refund.  But if you go where God commands, God pays the fare 
and He makes sure you reach the destination.” 
 

• how true this is 
 

• Jonah  “paid the fare . . . . . . to go . . . . . . to Tarshish . . . . . .”  but he never gets there 
 

• and God did not reimburse Jonah for his expenses 
 

• what God’s going to supply for Jonah is discipline 
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In Closing: 

 

• what we have here in Jonah 1:1-3, is a classic case of the wills 
 

• God’s will was for Jonah to  “Arise, go to Ninevah . . . . . . and cry against it . . . . . .”    vs.2 
 

• Jonah’s will was to thwart God’s will and  “Arise, flee to Tarshish from the presence of the Lord”    
vs.3 
 

• the question I want to raise is this,  Could Jonah’s will frustrate God’s will ? ? ? 
 

• as we shall see next week, God’s sovereign will overrides Jonah’s disobedient will 
 

• shall we pray 


