
every sickness? Do we receive glorified bodies 
incapable of dying? Are all our sinful habits and 
proclivities immediately remedied? Do we immedi-
ately commune with God in full? Are we immedi-
ately made as holy as we shall ever be? 
 The answer is obvious. No. While these 
things are guaranteed to us by the irreversible and 
finished work of Christ, they are not all enjoyed by 
us in this life. Just as the body of death that holds 
our redeemed soul does not change at the mo-
ment of salvation, neither does the corrupt heart 
that is part of it. That old, sinful, self-deceived, 
wicked, and corrupt heart is not destroyed at con-
version. The heart that Jeremiah warns us about 
does not change. It is the same today as before 
the Lord saved me. 
 Something has changed, and here lies my 
hope: I have a new nature. My inner man has 
been made new “in the likeness of God,” “created 
in righteousness and holiness of the 
truth” (Ephesians 4:24). Regen-
eration has produced an abiding, 
indwelling principle that restrains 
the heart and wars against it. My 
spirit, which once was dead, 
wars against the flesh. Galatians 
5:17: “For the flesh sets its de-
sire against the Spirit, and the 
Spirit against the flesh; for these 
are in opposition to one another, 
so that you may not do the things 
that you please.” 
 The heart is still desper-
ately wicked. It is part of our un-
redeemed flesh.   

Continued on page 2 
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Equipping the Saints,  
Exalting the Savior 

If this “Random Thoughts” column is new to you, then 
here is a quick introduction. Below is a collection of 
my own observations, thoughts, and insights, which 
may or may not prove to be a blessing to others. Each 
of these is not long enough to warrant an entire article 
on its own, but begged to be written down, nonethe-
less. 
 

What to Do with This Wretched Man 
 2 Corinthians 5:17: “Therefore if anyone 
is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things 
passed away; behold, new things have come.” 
Have you ever wondered why, if you are a new 
creation in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17), you still 
struggle with your old desires and sinful habits? 
Similarly, if I am a new creation in Christ and “the 
old things passed away,” does the warning of Jer-
emiah 17:9 still apply? 
 Jeremiah 17:9: “The heart is more deceit-
ful than all else And is desperately sick; Who can 
understand it?” Does the fact that we are new 
creatures in Christ mean that our hearts are no 
longer desperately wicked? Does regeneration by 
the Holy Spirit (John 3:5–8) cure my desperately 
wicked heart? We are washed, regenerated, and 
renewed by the Holy Spirit (Titus 3:5), but do we 
still possess an untrustworthy and wicked heart 
whose depth of wickedness and deception cannot 
be fully known? 
 Before I answer that question, let’s answer 
another one that is slightly related: Is everything 
made completely new at the moment of salva-
tion? In other words, are we physically healed of 
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newing of our minds (Romans 12:1–2). We must 
be in the truth, believe the truth, walk in the truth, 
and obey the Word of God. That to which we are 
conformed is external (the Word of God), not inter-
nal. We aren’t to look inside for guidance and truth, 
but to the Word of God. So, do we still have wicked 
and corrupt hearts that deceive us? Yes, the flesh 
is still there and actively working to deceive us. 
However, we are called to look to Christ and His 
truth and be guided and renewed by that. 
 

Gender in Heaven? 
 I received the following question in an email 
from someone who does not attend our church: “I 
know we will know people in Heaven, but I cannot 
find Scripture that speaks of that. Also an LDS 
(Mormon) neighbor said there will be marriage in 
Heaven and also male and female. I need help in 
finding Scriptures. Can you help me?” 
 

Dear Margaret, 
 I do believe we will know others in Heaven. I 
suspect that we will know in Heaven those we have 
known here. I think we will meet others in Heaven 
whom we have heard of and never known. We will 
also meet people we have never met and never 
known. Scripture does not say that we will know 
everything there is to know in Heaven. Scripture 
does not suggest that our minds are wiped clean 
once we die and go to Heaven. In Revelation 6:9–
11, those in Heaven make reference to people on 
earth: 

When the Lamb broke the fifth seal, I saw un-
derneath the altar the souls of those who had 
been slain because of the word of God, and 
because of the testimony which they had main-
tained; and they cried out with a loud voice, 
saying, “How long, O Lord, holy and true, will 
You refrain from judging and avenging our 
blood on those who dwell on the earth?” And 
there was given to each of them a white robe; 
and they were told that they should rest for a 
little while longer, until the number of their fel-
low servants and their brethren who were to be 
killed even as they had been, would be com-
pleted also. 

 In John’s vision, notice that those who have 
gathered around the throne know where they came 
from, how they died, who killed them, why they 
were killed, when they were killed, how long the 
persecution had been going on, and who else was 
left back on earth. Notice also that the martyred 
saints were concerned about those left behind. 
They were aware of what was happening to those 
on earth (because they had just come from there), 
and they knew what their fellow servants were en-
during even while they were worshipping around 
God’s throne. 

I don’t mean “flesh” in the literal physical sense of 
bones, blood, and muscle. I mean “flesh” as in our 
sinful nature that dwells within our unredeemed 
bodies. That sinful flesh includes the heart that 
Jeremiah warns us about. It still desires all the 
same sin that it once did. It has a memory. It still 
wars against God and will not submit itself to the 
law of God (Romans 8:7–8). That flesh will not be 
reformed. It will not be improved. It must die. For-
tunately, the memory of the flesh fades over time 
and we can develop new memories of obedience 
and righteousness (Romans 6:12–23). 
 In Romans 7, Paul expressed his desire to 
be free from the sin principle that was alive within 
his members: 

I find then the principle that evil is present in 
me, the one who wants to do good. For I joy-
fully concur with the law of God in the inner 
man, but I see a different law in the members 
of my body, waging war against the law of my 
mind and making me a prisoner of the law of 
sin which is in my members. Wretched man 
that I am! Who will set me free from the body 
of this death? Thanks be to God through Je-
sus Christ our Lord! So then, on the one hand 
I myself with my mind am serving the law of 
God, but on the other, with my flesh the law of 
sin (Romans 7:21–25). 

 We cannot change our old corrupt heart, 
but we must die to be free from it. We will fight 
against our  corruption as long as we are in these 
bodies of death. That is not to say that there is no 
hope for those who wish to live in holiness and 
obedience. Our hope lies in our new identity in 
Christ. In regeneration, something has happened 
to the believer in his “inner man” (2 Corinthians 
4:16; Ephesians 3:16). We have been made alive 
in the spirit. We have been born again as a new 
creature in Christ. That new life has the desire and 
power to fight the corruption of our flesh. Now we 
can go to war with sin, killing it on a daily basis. 
We put off the old man with his sinful desires and 
put on the new man created in Christ (Ephesians 
4:20–24). 
 The sinful, wicked, deceitful heart is still 
there. But now we are no longer slaves to it. As 
we are increasingly sanctified, the war gets easier 
to fight and the battles easier to win, but they are 
always there. We still do not trust our heart! In 
fact, nowhere in the New Testament, even in light 
of the salvation that has brought change, are we 
ever encouraged to trust our heart. No New Testa-
ment passage says, “Before you were in Christ, 
you could not trust the inclinations of your heart 
because it was deceitful, but now that you are in 
Christ, your heart is changed and you should trust 
it to guide and guard you in all of life.” Nowhere. 
 We are told to be transformed by the re-



 

 Greetings from  
Cocolalla Lake Bible Camp! 

  

 We have some great news: we got a new walk-in re-
frigerator! Praise God! It is up and running as of last week 
and replaces the old walk-in, which had been in place for 
nearly forty years. This is a huge blessing to us; no more 
worrying if the old one is going to fail completely during 
Summer Camp, when it has thousands of dollars of food 
in it. We are preparing for a busy spring and summer sea-
son, with retreats every month and recruitment for cooks 
and dishwashers for all the events in between. We would 
like to thank you, Kootenai Community Church, for your 
generous support of our ministry at Camp. May God be 

glorified as we serve him together!  
 To the personal side, we have a couple of prayer requests we would like to pass 
on: Joanie's car died in December, followed by my car in January. God has provided a 
replacement for Joanie, but we are still seeking af-
ter Him to provide a replacement for mine. Please 
also pray for Joanie's shoulder; she injured it, and 
it is quite painful. Her full-time career is hairstyling, 
so as you can imagine, her arms and hands get a 
lot of use. Please also pray for her mom (Linda 
Nelson), who is having knee surgery at the end of 
February. She lives with us, so we will be helping 
her with physical therapy and getting around during 
her convalescence. May God be praised for His 
church and His people!  
 

Love,  
Aaron and Joanie Kin 

Pre-K & K Class:  Katie Moon and Angie Cates, assisted by Amanda 
Hammond 
The 4-to-5-year-old Sunday school class is learning lots! Our class is 
working its way through the Old Testament, currently studying 1 Samuel. 
We're learning about the Israelites’ first king, Saul, and his disobedience, 
which eventually led to David's kingship. We are learning the importance 
of God being our King and of believing and obeying Him. Please feel free 
to stop by the library during Sunday school and say hello!  

Sunday 
School  

begins at  
9:30 a.m. 



 
>>>Young Adult/Young Married Fellowship 

Women’s Ministry <<< 

Thursday Playgroup 
Moms with children 5 and un-
der are invited to a playgroup 
on Thursday mornings from 
9:30–11:30 a.m. to visit and 
let the kids play! Please con-
tact Emily Hill at 208-596-
6904 with any questions. 

>>>Cocolalla Bible Camp  
Please visit the camp website at clbcamp.org for more details. 

YOUNG MARRIED  
FELLOWSHIP  

 
Contact Gina Hall  

for more information. 
713-292-6562 

YOUNG  ADULT  
FELLOWSHIP  

 
 

For details, contact  
Olga Curiel  at 909-996-5770. 

 She Smiles 
at the  

 Future 

2023 KCC WOMEN’S CONFERENCE 

Welcoming Lisa Hughes, author and speaker.   
Details available at the Welcome Table. 

Saturday, April 15 
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March 16–18, 2023 
Time: Register at 2:00 p.m. Thursday 
  Ends 7:00 p.m. Saturday 
For: Ladies age 13 and up 
Cost: Contact the office (208-263-3912) 



 
 

 

 

Student Ministries <<< 

>>>Kootenai Thunder 
kootenaithunder.com 

For the most current information, please check our website and Facebook page.   

 

To have your items listed 
in this section, please get 

the information to  
Lisa Slippy  

by the 15th of the month 
prior to publication.  

Email her at  
lisaslippy@gmail.com. 

CHICKEN 
Non-GMO,  

pasture-
raised  

chickens. 
Fryers for 

sale, 3–5 lbs. each, $4 per lb. 
Call/text Andrea Lundgren.  

360-900-9121 

Kootenai Classifieds >>> 
SHARPENING 
SERVICES 
 

We sharpen knives, 
scissors, lawn mow-
er blades, hatchets, 
axes, and garden 
tools. Reasonable 
rates. Call or text for an appointment.  
David Forsyth (208) 610-1532  

MARCH CALENDAR 
 

1    Bible Studies, 7:30–9 p.m. 

8     Youth Group, 7–9 p.m. 

15  Bible Studies, 7:30–9 p.m.  

22  Youth Group, 7–9 p.m. 

29 NO MEETINGS! 

>>>Men’s Ministry 

VARSITY TOURNAMENT NOTES 
The varsity basketball teams finished their sea-
son with a fun tournament! Amelia Black and 
Laura Allshouse were honored to make the 
Girls All-League 2nd Team. Malachi Duchow 
was our star on the Boys All-League 2nd Team.  

JUNIOR BASKETBALL 
The Junior season for boys and girls has be-
gun and games are under way. Check out our 
game schedule on the website. Home games 
are at Cocolalla Lake Bible Camp.  

MEN’S BREAKFAST 

Saturday, March 25, 7:45–9:30 a.m. 
 

Menu: Bacon, eggs, hash browns, and biscuits  
 with sausage gravy 
Suggested donation: $5 
Signups: Begin March 5th at the Welcome Table 

 

Come and eat, fellowship, and hear an encouraging 
message from the Word.  

MEN’S BIBLE 

STUDY 
Monday evenings at 6:00 p.m. 

 

Currently studying the history of 

church doctrine.  

Contact Dave Forsyth  

for more information. 

“But I will sing of your strength, 

    in the morning I will sing 

of your love; 

for you are my fortress, 

    my refuge in times of trouble.” 

Psalm 59:16 

BEEF 
Fresh Angus-

Hereford beef ham-
burger for sale. All-

natural, no hormones. 
Grass fed, pasture raised. $8.00 per 

1.5-lb. packages. Professionally  
processed. Call, text, or email Tim.  

208-946-1256 



 

  Church News <<< 

>>>Adventure Club News 
Questions?  Talk to Dave & Diane Rich at (208) 597-4949 or ac@kootenaichurch.org.  

Did you know you can access  
hundreds of sermons online? 

There are literally hundreds of sermons full of exposi-
tory preaching ready for you to listen to at your con-
venience. Check it out at: https://kootenaichurch.org/
kcc-audio-archive/ 

 

Welcome to the following 
new members of KCC! 

David Beger 
Nicole Beger 
Julie Cave 
Linda Cave 
Roger Cave 
Charles Coppes 
Ora Leverich 
Andrea Lundgren 
Chris Lundgren 
Teresa Merkel 
Jacob Pierce 
Rachel Pierce 
Luke Rasor 
Jordan Thomson 

Trent Tilton 
Erica Van Alstine 
Matt Van Alstine 
Jason Van Eaton 
Marsha Van Eaton 
 

Adventure Club is… 
a weekly children's ministry that 
meets August–April at KCC. We have 
been so blessed these three years to 
have an abundance of leaders. We 
have sixty-one people serving on Fri-
day nights, eight ladies providing 
Leader Feeder on Fridays, and even 
more people showing up for setup 
and takedown. We praise God for 
hearts that want to serve Him.  

 

Bring your flashlights and be prepared to use them 
all evening! 

March Calendar 
 3  Club Night: The Holy Spirit Is Powerful  

10 FLASHLIGHT NIGHT: The Holy Spirit Is the 

   Helper 

17 Club Night: The Holy Spirit Gives New Life 
24 Club Night: The Holy Spirit Gives Gifts to 

   Christians 

31 Club Night: The Holy Spirit Gives Under- 

   standing 

We had 87 
clubbers in 
the build-
ing one night 
in February, 
which is our 
new high 
number!  



 There is not a hint in Scripture that suggests 
we won’t know people in Heaven. Nothing suggests 
that we will even forget our lost loved ones. Nothing 
suggests that we won’t remember life on earth. There 
is no reason to think that our relationships started 
here will not continue into the afterlife. There is no 
reason to believe that we won't remember this life 
once we get to Heaven. In fact, if we don't, then we 
won't praise God for His acts and works in this life in 
all He did for us. How can we praise Him for His work 
of preservation if we have no memory of how He pre-
served us? How can we praise Him for the fruit that 
He brought from our afflictions if we have no memory 
of the afflictions? If we don’t remember our lives, even 
the sin of our lives, how meaningful will redemption 
truly be? 
 Heaven will be glorious not because we have 
forgotten everything horrible, but because we have 
God’s perspective on everything horrible. We will re-
joice not because we have forgotten everything of this 
life, but because we will glory in a God whose re-
demption and sovereign providence brought infinite 
glory out of it all. 
 Regarding gender in Heaven: we have been 
created male and female. Our sex is an essential ele-
ment of our humanity. It is as fundamental to our iden-
tity as anything else about us. Gender is created by 
God, and it is part of the image of God within us. Hu-
manity is "male and female," and that does not go 
away at death. In the Resurrection, we are raised in 
glorified bodies that are these same bodies in which 
we now live. This will include an identifiable and ex-
pressible gender. We will be raised in the image of 
Christ (1 John 3:2–3; 1 Corinthians 15:35–58; John 
5:25–29). Those glorified bodies will have a sex. Je-
sus, after His resurrection, is still referred to with male 
pronouns (He, Him, His, etc.). The apostles were not 
confused about His gender after the Resurrection. He 
is today the God-Man Christ Jesus. He is fully human 
and fully divine. He is not a nondescript, genderless 
being, and neither will we be. We will dwell in glorified 
human bodies as male and female in the New Heaven 
and Earth. 
 As for marriage in Heaven, the Mormons are 
flat wrong. Jesus said in Matthew 22:30: “For in the 
Resurrection they neither marry nor are given in mar-
riage, but are like angels in Heaven." Jesus is not talk-
ing about gender/sex there, but the marriage relation-
ship. That statement was in response to a question 
raised by the Sadducees specifically about marriage 
relationships in Heaven (Matthew 22:23–28). Jesus's 
response does not mean there will be no genders in 
Heaven. It does mean that there will be no giving in 
marriage.  
 Jesus did not say that we won’t have a rela-
tionship with the person who was our spouse in this 
life. He didn’t say we won’t know who we were mar-
ried to. He didn’t say that all our relationships in Heav-
en will be equal. I don’t expect that I will have the ex-
act same relationship with a Spanish merchant who 

lived in the fifth century that I will have with my wife 
and children. He simply said that there will be no 
marriages in Heaven. 
 
The Rise and Fall of Mars Hill 
 I recommend that you listen to a podcast titled 
The Rise and Fall of Mars Hill.1 The podcast, pub-
lished by Christianity Today, is described this way: 

Founded in 1996, Seattle’s Mars Hill Church 
was poised to be an influential, undeniable 
force in evangelicalism—that is until its spiral-
ing collapse in 2014. The church and its char-
ismatic founder, Mark Driscoll, had a promising 
start. But the perils of power, conflict, and 
Christian celebrity eroded and eventually ship-
wrecked both the preacher and his multimillion
-dollar platform. 

 The podcast is nineteen episodes of riveting 
interviews, audio clips, and commentary that will 
leave you shaking your head one moment and crying 
for the poor souls devastated the next. It is a great 
podcast that is well worth your time. Christianity To-
day does a great job of exposing the authoritarian-
ism, lack of accountability, and narcissistic ego that 
characterized the leadership of Mars Hill Church.  
 Here is the irony: This was produced and pub-
lished by Christianity Today Magazine, lamenting the 
disaster that was/is Mars Hill. However, Christianity 
Today has actively promoted the very same pragmat-
ic, doctrinally weak style of Christian leadership and 
church growth methodology that precipitated the 
Mars Hill disaster! Christianity Today made the bed in 
which Mars Hill slept and then openly wonders in the 
podcast, “What can we learn from this?”  
 For at least the last thirty years, Christianity 
Today has promoted every fad, fashion, and doctrinal 
compromise that has blown across the church stage. 
The pragmatic approach to church growth and the 
“ends justifies the means” approach to church leader-
ship has been promoted and advertised by Christiani-
ty Today in every magazine they have published. 
Doctrinal weakness, lack of discernment, and bland 
pragmatism has characterized Christianity Today’s 
philosophy of ministry for at least the last three dec-
ades. Now they wonder, “How did we get here? How 
could this have been prevented?” 
 Maybe you already guessed it, but the one 
answer they never explore is their own culpability in 
promoting and platforming men like Driscoll. Though 
self-awareness might be dead at Christianity Today, 
the podcast is still well worth a listen. 
 
Without wax, 
 
 
Jim Osman 
_______________________ 
1You can search for it on any podcast platform or listen online at https://
www.christianitytoday.com/ct/podcasts/rise-and-fall-of-mars-hill/ 
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2023 EQUIPPING CONFERENCE 

Featuring COSTI HINN 
Coming up June 2–3 

Topics to include discernment, the dangers of the health and 
wealth gospel, and rescuing loved ones from false doctrine. 


