
both in the individual and in the church group.”5 Consequent-
ly, we should be seeking to move beyond dreams into “a life 
in which one hears from God amid frequent times of conver-
sational prayer.”6 In other words, an impression, nudging, or 
still small voice is preferable to dreams and visions. 
 Robert Morris abuses Scripture to confirm his 
dreams claiming: 

In a dream one night in 1993, God gave me a vision 
for ministry. It was a larger vision than I could have 
ever come up with on my own, and it was one of the 
most specific words from the Lord I’d ever received. 
God was speaking to me in the dream. This was His 
word to me: I want you to build a church of thirty 
thousand people that reaches three hundred thou-
sand in the Dallas-Fort Worth Metroplex. I also want 
this church to reach three million people in Texas, 
thirty million people in America, 
and three hundred million people 
around the world. 

Wow! I could hardly imagine a 
ministry with those kinds of num-
bers. . . . I wondered if maybe I 
had misunderstood the Lord. 

But the very next morning I read 1 
Samuel 11:8: “When he numbered 
them . . . the children of Israel 
were 300,000, and the men of Ju-
dah 30,000.” Immediately when I 
read those numbers, the Lord con-

Continued on page 2 
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  Claims of revelatory dreams and visions in charis-
matic circles are common. Dreams are the “coin of the realm” 
among the leadership as charismatic preachers attempt to 
outdo one another with increasingly spectacular accounts. 
Even in non-charismatic circles, many believe God still 
speaks through dreams and visions. This is indispensable in 
Hearing the Voice of God (HVG) theology! If God is speaking 
through floating beer cans, billboards, and random thoughts, 
why not dreams and visions? 
 

DREAMS IN HVG METHODOLOGY 
 Nearly all HVG teachers believe God speaks today 
through dreams and visions. Dallas Willard lists dreams and 
visions1 among the ways God speaks to us saying, “God ad-
dresses us in various ways: in dreams, visions and voices; 
through the Bible and extraordinary events; and so forth. 
Once again, this is obvious in humanity’s experience of God 
in general. It is also clearly marked out within the biblical ac-
counts.”2 For Willard, nearly anything can serve as a vehicle 
for God’s voice. Willard claims there are “six ways God ad-
dresses people within the biblical record: a phenomenon plus 
a voice, a supernatural messenger or an angel, dreams and 
visions, an audible voice, the human voice, the human spirit 
or the ‘still, small voice.’”3 
 He suggests visions and dreams play a lesser role 
today than in early biblical history, though he doesn’t deny 
that they “continue to play some part.”4 According to Willard, 
dreams and visions indicate “a less-developed spiritual life 

God Doesn’t Whisper 
Chapter 14, Pt. 1 

By Jim Osman, Pastor/Teacher  

1 Happy New Year 
7 Young Adult Event 
9 Morning Women’s Bible Study Resumes 
12 Evening Women’s Bible Study Resumes 
14 Young Married Event 
16 Men’s Bible Study Resumes 



Continued on page 7 

To counter, they would argue that the confusing nature of 
dreams requires they be interpreted and confirmed by other 
“voices.” In Surprised by the Voice of God, Jack Deere in-
cludes what he expects to be a helpful section on interpreting 
dreams.13 Though intended to bring clarity, the guides for the 
interpretation of dreams are a dog’s breakfast of confusion 
and subjectivity. 
 Since “you can’t interpret dreams if you don’t remem-
ber them,” Deere encourages his readers to regularly write 
them down.14 He even suggests you “keep a tablet or a re-
corder near your bed. If you dream every night, you obviously 
can’t record all of your dreams. You will have to be selective 
and record the ones you think are most meaningful.”15 This 
counsel doesn’t seem at all wise in light of the HVG theology 
of dreams. Deere says that tuning into dreams is necessary if 
“we are ever going to hear all that God wants to say to us,” 
and then suggests that some of these divine communications 
are not worth writing down! How do we determine this? What 
are the guidelines? Where does Scripture teach this? How can 
we possibly know which are “most meaningful”? What if 
dreams I deem to be least meaningful are actually very signifi-
cant? What if God is desperately trying to tell me something in 
a dream but I don’t deem it worth recording? 
 Deere recounts a time he had an important dream that 
woke him up in the middle of the night. Since he did not write it 
down and review the dream before it left his memory, he was 
unable to recall it in the morning, “All I could remember in the 
morning was that I had an important dream during the night. I 
couldn’t recall a single detail.”16 He offers this as a cautionary 
tale of missing God’s voice. This shows the impotency of the 
god of HVG theology. He has an important message for us, he 
is trying to get our attention, trying to communicate, but alas, 
his efforts are thwarted because we don’t record our dreams! 
According to Deere, dreams need to be interpreted. Since they 
can be difficult to interpret, he counsels: 

Don’t let the symbolism of your dreams intimidate 
you. Symbolism often makes a dream difficult to in-
terpret, just as the symbolic visions of the prophets 
were and are difficult to interpret. Frequently, howev-
er, the most symbolic dreams are also the most 
meaningful dreams. One benefit of symbolism in our 
dreams is that it causes us to depend on God for the 
illumination of the dream. Symbols also let us know 
that we didn’t make up the dream. Dreaming in sym-
bols we don’t normally use and can’t understand is a 
sign that the dreams are not coming out of some 
conscious opinion that we hold.17 

  

 Or it might be a sign that you ate too much pizza be-
fore going to bed! According to Deere, the presence of 
“symbols we don’t normally use and can’t understand” is proof 
the dream is “meaningful” and comes from God. By this meas-
ure, the more disconnected from reality - the more irrational, 
unusual, and bizarre a dream is - the more likely it comes from 

firmed in my heart that the dream I’d had the night 
before had been from Him.7 

 

 With complete disregard for the intended meaning, 
Morris uses 1 Samuel 11:8 as confirmation of his dream. The 
mere presence of similar numbers in a biblical text served as 
proof he had received a word from God. 1 Samuel 11 has 
nothing to do with planting a church in Dallas, Texas, but that 
didn’t stop him from using it as God’s confirmation of a per-
sonal revelation. 
 Jack Deere says Paul’s vision in Acts 18:1-18 is 
proof he “had come to rely on the voice of the Lord, not only 
in the Bible, but in dreams and visions, in his human spirit, 
and in other ways.”8 That Paul had a vision of Jesus is not 
evidence that he “had come to rely” on them. There is no evi-
dence of that. There is ample evidence in Paul’s writings and 
preaching that he relied on Scripture. As he drew near to 
death (2 Timothy 4:6-8), he didn’t encourage Timothy to rely 
upon dreams and visions, private revelation, or a continuing 
prophetic office. He pointed Timothy to Scripture (2 Timothy 
3:16-4:5). 
 Deere admits, “I frequently use examples like this 
one to encourage people to believe that hearing God in 
dreams, visions, impressions, and in other ways is simply 
normal New Testament Christianity.”9 He claims that “with the 
New Testament coming of the Holy Spirit, dreams, visions, 
and other prophetic experiences become the normal experi-
ence for the whole church (Acts 2:17-18). . . . they are com-
mon ways for God to speak to his [sic] children.”10 

 Mark Batterson claims, “The language of dreams is 
the fourth love language, and it’s God’s lingua franca. There 
is no dialect that God speaks more fluently or frequently in 
Scripture. Whether it’s dreams by night or dreams by day, 
God is the Dream Giver.”11 Batterson defines “dreams” so 
broadly as to be almost meaningless. He includes nocturnal 
sleeping dreams, hopes, desires, and ambitions in this cate-
gory. 
 

THE SUBJECTIVE SWAMP OF DREAM INTERPRETATION 
 My family will tell you I don’t enjoy hearing about 
people’s dreams. I would rather listen to fingernails grind 
down a chalkboard than someone’s dream. “Hey, want to 
hear about the dream I had last night?” No. I do not. Not ev-
er. I have no interest in hearing a completely imagined story 
filled with absurd details ending suddenly without plot or 
point. 
 HVG teachers would beg to differ. Jack Deere writes, 
“If we are ever going to hear all that God wants to say to us, 
we must adjust to his [sic] ways of speaking. And one of his 
[sic] favorite ways of speaking is through dreams.”12 In HVG 
theology, dreams are an indispensable means of hearing 
God’s voice. Though notoriously confusing, mystifyingly irra-
tional, and often downright silly, dreams are, according to 
HVG teachers, one of God’s favorite ways of speaking to His 
people. 



 
“The Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us. We have seen His glory, the glory 

of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.”  John 1:14 
Praise: 
 We are grateful to be in good health. It is not something we take for granted. Thank you for praying for us. 
 The kids enjoyed the High school Christmas banquet and we had fun at the MAF Christmas celebration! 
 We are thankful for the work the hangar team does in some extremely hot conditions. They do this job with 

joy and great care. 
 Love the people of Papua and the harsh conditions many live in and the desire of many to share the good 

news of Christ’s redemption. 
  
Prayer: 
 Please continue to pray for my friend Ibu Gita. I have known her since our Wamena days and our families both 

moved to Sentani around the same time. She is a great encouragement of love to my life and those around 
her. She is struggling greatly with her health. 

 Continue to pray for the release of imprisoned MAF pilot in Mozambique. The wheels are turning and all the 
right people have been notified. It is just going to take a while to get this straightened out. Please pray for 
Ryan, his wife, and 2 boys, and for the MAF staff working on this situation. 

 Please pray as we begin to make plans for our furlough this summer and get Sarah settled in at Liberty Univer-
sity. She has applied for a missionary kid scholarship that would be a great help to her and to us. No matter 
what, we know God will make a way.   

 Thank you for praying for us as a family and for wisdom in bringing up our kids and for a strong marriage. 
 Many translations of the Bible are being worked on across Papua. There are so many different heart lan-

guages here. Please pray for these missionaries living in 
challenging conditions and for the clarity in trying to put 
God’s Word in the people’s language. 

 Pray for our team here and for leadership. The holidays can 
be a hard time of year to be away from all things familiar.  

  
Praying that you make time for rest and reflection on His amaz-
ing gift and grace this season. 
  
He remains Faithful and True, 
Debbie for us all   

9th-12th Grade Class: Jay and Jana Cates 
High school Sunday school has had several graduations since we began Matthew, and at times it is difficult to 
keep them up to speed, as it really is to be taken and understood as a whole in order to have the full impact. I’ve 
tried to teach this without starting over, but it does take time. I’m in Chapter 21 which includes Christ’s corona-
tion as Messiah King and becoming the Passover Lamb; the scene in Jerusalem in preparation for Passover; 
Jesus cleansing the temple a second time, once again exposing the religious rulers’ hypocrisy for allowing and 
participating in the corruption; their jealousy because of the praise being given to Jesus by the children; the 
blindness of their hearts as Jesus heals the physical needs of those who sought God’s help in His house; the 
cursing of the fig tree as a picture of the unfruitfulness of Israel and its leaders in light of full revelation; Jesus’ 
authority questioned as to what right He had to come in and do the things he was doing. We are studying how to 
interpret and apply Scripture to their lives. I know every teacher faces the difficulties with changing faces in a 
class, but we are committed to teaching Scripture verse-by-verse, believing that it is God’s power to teach, in-
struct, and to give us everything we need for life and godliness. I pray that those in such a large congregation 
who haven’t participated in Sunday school would do so along with their children. Recently, Christmas reminded 
us that God satisfied justice and is reconciling to Himself all those He has chosen for eternal life through the 
sacrifice that Jesus made on our behalf. What a gift! Come to Sunday school and enjoy the gift of His Word as 
we study it together.  

Sunday 
school  

begins at  
9:30 a.m. 



 
>>>Young Adult/Young Married Fellowship 

Women’s Ministry <<< 

Thursday Playgroup 
Moms with children 5 and under are in-
vited to a playgroup on Thursday morn-
ings from 9:30-11:30 a.m. to visit and let 
the kids play! Please contact Emily Hill 
at 208-596-6904 with any questions. 

YOUNG MARRIED FELLOW-
SHIP  

 

SLEDDING & POTLUCK 
When: Saturday, January 14, 2 p.m.-
6 p.m. 
Where: the Otis’s (174 Sylvester 
Road, Sandpoint, ID) 
Who: Young marrieds and their fami-
lies! Kids are welcome!  

YOUNG ADULT  
FELLOWSHIP 

 

January 7 
 

 

For details, contact Olga Curiel  
909-996-5770  

“Therefore, if anyone 
is in Christ, he is a new 
creation. The old has 

passed away; behold, the 
new has come.”  

2 Corinthians 5:17 

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDIES RESUME 
 

Mondays at 9:30 a.m. 
Contact Lori Wood 

for details. 
 

Thursdays at 6:30 p.m. 
Contact Lisa Slippy 

for details. 

“Out of the depths, I call to you, Lord, 
Lord, hear my cry, 

May your ears be attentive 
to my cry for mercy, 

If you, Lord, keep account of sins, 
Lord, who can stand, 

But with you is for,
giveness 

and so you are 
revered,“ 

Psalm 130:1-4 



 
 
 

Student Ministries <<< 

>>>Kootenai Thunder 
kootenaithunder.com 

For the most current information, please check our website and Facebook page.   

 

To have your items listed in this  
section, please get the information to Lisa Slippy by 
the 15th of the month prior to publication. Email her 

at lisaslippy@gmail.com. 

CHICKEN 
Non-GMO,  

Pasture-Raised 
Chickens. 

Fryers for sale, 
3-5 lbs. each, $4 per lb. 

Call/Text Andrea 
Lundgren  

360-900-9121 

 

Kootenai Classifieds >>> 
SHARPENING SERVICES 
 

We sharpen knives, 
scissors, lawnmower 
blades, hatchets, 
axes, and garden 
tools. Reasonable 
rates. Call or text for 
an appointment.  
David Forsyth (208) 610-1532  

JANUARY CALENDAR 

 

4    Bible Studies, 7:30-9 p.m. 

11  Youth Group, 7-9 p.m. 

18 Bible Studies, 7:30-9 p.m.  

25 Youth Group, 7-9 p.m. 

The high school basketball season is heading into the 2nd half 

of the season after Christmas break. Come on out and cheer 

them on!  Admission is:  adults $3, students $2, family $8, kids 

5 and under are free. Check the website for time/location. 

Please remember to keep this ministry 
in prayer during this busy season. We 

currently have around 25 players 
signed up, so we are enjoying a great 
season, but a full one for our coaches. 

“O Israel, hope in the Lord! 

    For with the Lord there 

is steadfast love, 

    and with Him is 

plentiful redemption.”  

Psalm 130:7 

ANOTHER WAY TO SUPPORT THIS MINISTRY 
IS FINANCIALLY. IT DOES COST QUITE A BIT 

TO RUN A SEASON. TO DONATE YOU CAN 
CONTACT DIEDRE OSMAN. 

The junior high season will be starting up the end of January. 
We are looking forward to a fun and exciting season. To sign 
up contact Tracy Jensen. 



 

  Church News <<< 

>>>Adventure Club News 
Questions?  Talk to Dave & Diane Rich at (208) 265-2997 or  ac@kootenaichurch.org.  

HAVE YOU SIGNED UP TO BE IN 
THE ONLINE CHURCH  

DIRECTORY? 
 

If not... 
Please give your information to Kathy 

Conger or email her at 
secretary@kootenaichurch.org.  

Also email her a photo! 
 

 

January Calendar 
 6  Club Night - Jesus Performed Miracles 

13 NERD NIGHT - Jesus Forgives Sins 
20 Club Night - Jesus Loves His People 

27 Club Night - Jesus Will Return to Earth 

We hope that everyone had a nice break  
over Christmas and New Year's! 

Are you ready to get back at it?  Because we are! 

Nerd Night 
 

Friday, January 13 
 

Totally up to your  
own interpretation! 

 
Dress up for prizes! 

Reminder on snow days - If AC 
is canceled due to poor weather, 
you will receive an email by noon 
on that Friday.  

UNIFORM INSPECTION NIGHTS  
Uniform inspection can occur on any night 
at AC!  Be sure and wear your uniform eve-
ry single night, so you don't miss a surprise 
inspection and the prize! There will be a 
uniform inspection in January! 

Annual  
Potluck and  

Business Meeting  
is February 5, 2023 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
Mondays, starting, Jan. 16 

 

The goal of the Men’s Study, led by David For-
syth, is to provide biblical and theological train-
ing in order to help men grow in competency 
and conviction, enabling them to more effec-
tively minister in their homes and community.  
 

Our next class, "The History of Doctrine," will 
study the sweep and flow of God’s providence 
as He has built and matured His church by fo-
cusing on key people, events, and controversies 
over the past 2,000 years. The class begins 
Monday, January 16, 2023, from 6:00-7:30 p.m. 
The required textbook is The 40 Most Influential 

Christians, by Daryl Aaron 
(available from Amazon for $15) 
Also required is the study syllabus 
which is available from the church 
office for $10 in print version or free 
electronically. 

Sign-up sheet in the church foyer.  



God and carries significant meaning. That is disastrous theolo-
gy! 
 This swamp of subjectivity only gets murkier! Deere 
claims: 

I find it common for God to give a “dream vocabulary” 
to those who dream regularly. For example, a baby 
might appear in your dreams as a recurring symbol of 
some ministry the Lord has given you. To someone 
else the baby might function as a symbol of immaturi-
ty.18 

 

 Not only do you get your own private revelations, but 
now you have your own “dream vocabulary” as well. Only you 
can interpret the symbols of your dreams because they are as 
unique to the dreamer as the dreams themselves. Deere 
claims “all of the rules for the interpretation of symbols in the 
Bible are also valid for interpreting symbols in dreams.”19 

 You’ll search Scripture in vain for any mention of 
“dream vocabulary” or the teaching that symbols in dreams 
have radically different meanings to different people according 
to their “dream vocabulary.” How did Joseph know Pharaoh’s 
“dream vocabulary” (Genesis 40-41)? What if seven skinny 
cows in Pharaoh’s “dream vocabulary” means seven gallons of 
skim milk and not seven years of famine? What if seven fat 
cows was symbolizing drinking only whole milk for seven 
years? How did Daniel know Nebuchadnezzar’s personal 
“dream vocabulary” (Daniel 4)? What if Daniel and Joseph 
were interpreting the symbols according to their own “dream 
vocabulary” instead of the “dream vocabulary” of those who 
had the dream? Wouldn’t they get the meaning wrong? 
 Though some might have a personal “dream vocabu-
lary,” Deere says “there are some things that seem to function 
as universal symbols.”20 He says: 

After listening to people’s dreams for a number of 
years, I have found that clean, moving water often 
symbolized the power of the Holy Spirit. Cars some-
times symbolize a particular ministry. Trains may 
symbolize movements or denominations. And I have 
already noted that a faceless man may represent the 
Holy Spirit.21 

 

 How is this determined? Experience. Are these biblical 
guidelines? No, they’re invented out of whole cloth in the mind 
of Jack Deere based on his experience. Those who follow this 
advice will end up interpreting their dreams in light of their cur-
rent circumstances, thoughts, and desires. How can they avoid 
making their dreams mean whatever they want them to mean? 
How do we know for certain if a symbol is a “universal symbol” 
or one from a personal “dream vocabulary”? Attempting to in-
terpret the fickle, unstable, and dubious imaginations of their 
sleeping consciousness, HVG practitioners inevitably arrive at 
an interpretation that confirms their current desires or fears. 
Convinced the dream and interpretation are “from the Lord,” 
they stamp their midnight musings with the imprimatur, “The 

Lord told me.” 
 It is mystifying that anyone would think the incoherent 
imaginations of their slumbering subconsciousness are mes-
sages from God. The Word of God is “more sure” (2 Peter 
1:19) than any personal dream, vision, or experience. It con-
tains all God needs to say to you. 
 

THE LACK OF BIBLICAL INSTRUCTION 
 Given the emphasis HVG teachers place on dreams 
and visions, we should expect to find an abundance of scrip-
tural teaching on this means of hearing from God. Allegedly, 
this is “normal New Testament Christianity.”22 These prophetic 
experiences have “become the normal experience for the 
whole church,” the “common ways for God to speak, to his 
children.”23 If that is true, there should be ample teaching on 
this subject in Scripture. 
 We should find passages that promise God will speak 
to us in dreams. We should find chapters devoted to describ-
ing the value, benefits, and glories of prophetic dreams, just 
like we find in Psalm 119 for the Word of God. We could rea-
sonably expect Jesus to cite “dreams and visions” in the same 
manner He cites the Old Testament in the Gospels.24 We 
could expect the apostles, following His example, to repeated-
ly direct their readers to dreams and visions as a means of 
hearing from God just as they did the written Word of God.25 
Scripture doesn’t emphasize dreams and visions. It points us 
to the written Word of God. 
 Since Satan is a deceiver appearing as an “angel of 
light” (2 Corinthians 11:13-15), we need clear teaching from 
Scripture on how to discern whether a dream is from God, the 
devil, or the fitful and fevered imaginations of our own uncon-
scious minds. Which dreams are important, and which are 
unimportant? Are ALL dreams the “voice of God” or only 
some, and how do we know which ones? Where are the 
guidelines from Scripture on how to determine this? 
 Further, if dreams are as essential as HVG teachers 
claim, Scripture would give instructions for interpreting them. 
We find none. Though Scripture records dreams and interpre-
tations (Daniel, Joseph, Paul, etc.) we are never told what 
hermeneutical parameters guide the interpretations. Scripture 
says nothing of “dream vocabularies.” We have to read Jack 
Deere to find out that “cars sometimes symbolize a particular 
ministry” and that “[trains] may symbolize movements or de-
nominations.”27 

 In Scripture, dreams either provided direct, unmistak-
able guidance or they required interpretation. The interpreta-
tion was itself a form of divine revelation. The dream given to 
Joseph is an example of unmistakable guidance: “Now when 
they had gone, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Jo-
seph in a dream and said, ‘Get up! Take the Child and His 
mother and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; for 
Herod is going to search for the Child to destroy 
Him’” (Matthew 2:13). No interpretation was necessary. The 
“child,” the “mother,” and “Egypt” were not symbols from his 
personal “dream vocabulary.”28 He didn’t conclude that “Egypt” 
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unbiblical and dangerous. 
 Scripture gives examples of God speaking through dreams 
in the past, but there is no indication this is a feature of “normal 
Christian experience.” 
_________________________________________________ 
(Footnotes available in the book God Doesn’t Whisper by Jim Osman.) 

 was symbolic of a local restaurant and that he should take the fami-
ly out for dinner. 
 Other dreams appeared to have no obvious connection to 
the divinely revealed interpretation. Who would think that Nebu-
chadnezzar’s dream of a single statue with a gold head and feet of 
clay was a revelation of world history through four pagan kingdoms 
followed by a Messianic Kingdom (Daniel 2:31-35)? Nobody could 
know that apart from the divinely revealed interpretation (Daniel 
2:36-45). In this case, both the dream and the interpretation were 
revealed to Daniel (Daniel 2:1-24). Are there any “dream interpreta-
tion” specialists like Jack Deere, who can recount the dreams of 
others and the interpretation? This isn’t asking too much. They 
claim the dreams of Scripture and the methods of interpretation are 
the model for modern-day dreams. They claim God speaks today 
just like He did in the Bible. 
 A cursory look at the “dreams” and “interpretations” of 
HVG advocates will show that what passes as “dreams from the 
Lord” in those circles is nothing close in kind to the dreams detailed 
in Scripture. The personal “dream vocabulary” and “universal sym-
bols” described by Jack Deere are completely absent from the 
scriptural accounts of dreams. 
 Scripture gives no instruction on when to expect dreams, 
what kinds of dreams to expect, how to interpret dreams, who 
should interpret dreams, how to confirm the interpretation of 
dreams to avoid confirmation bias, or how to discern revelatory 
dreams from ordinary dreams. This total lack of biblical instruction 
indicates one of two things. Either the Holy Spirit has failed to pro-
vide the information necessary for us to avoid deception and rightly 
hear all that God has to say to us, or HVG teaching on dreams is 

 

BONNER GOSPEL MISSION 
 
Ongoing and Special Needs:  

1. Financial help with our current projects.  

2. Warm clothing: jackets, long johns, etc.  

3. Coffee, tea, hot chocolate.  

4. Food: Hamburger, chili, chicken, milk, eggs, bread, cold cere-

al, bacon, sausage, casseroles that we can freeze, and chips.  

5. Homemade meals are a real blessing to us. If you would like 

to provide a meal, please call and we can set up a time.  

6. Financial support for monthly operations.  

 

To donate, place your items in the tub in the foyer. 

 

Mission Phone: 208-263-6698 


