
voice nudging me to volunteer. On Saturday, while 
reading through 2 Kings 19 I saw these words in verse 
3: ‘For children have come to birth and there is no 
strength to deliver.’ The words ‘children’ and 
‘strength’ jumped off the page at me. I felt the Holy 
Spirit speak to my heart through that verse and prom-
ise me strength to serve in the children’s ministry. I 
sensed a peace fill my heart. On Sunday, the Lord 
confirmed the fleece when I heard the position was 
still open. I volunteered.”1 

THE COMMON TEACHING 
The Bible describes Christians as those “led by 

the Spirit.” Two specific passages use this language: 
Romans 8:14: “For all who are being led by the 

Spirit of God, these are sons of God.” 
Galatians 5:18: “But if you are led by the Spirit, 

you are not under the Law.” 
This terminology is so commonly and widely used 

in evangelical circles that I was sur-
prised to find that, among the many 
Hearing the Voice of God (HVG) 
teachers I have read, only two cited 
Romans 8 and none referenced 
Galatians 5. Wayne Grudem’s work 
on this subject is a notable excep-
tion to the pattern. Grudem is a re-
formed theologian responsible for 
excellent exegetical and theological 
contributions in a number of areas. 
He is also a continuationist2 who 
has given substantial attention to 
Romans 8 and Galatians 5 in at-
tempts to defend his belief in pri-
vate revelations.3 

Continued on page 2 
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Expounding the Scriptures, 
Equipping the Saints,  
Exalting the Savior 

“I felt led . . .”  
“The Lord led me . . . ”  
“The Lord is leading me to . . . ” 
It’s difficult to determine what someone means 

when they say, “The Lord led me to. . .” 
They may be speaking of a random thought they 

believe is the leading of the Lord: “The Lord led me to 
pray for you. This morning I was out for a walk and you 
came to mind.” 

It may describe a feeling they had: “The Lord led 
me to write the letter. I felt so strongly that I should, 
and I just couldn’t shake it.” 

They may be describing a series of events that led 
them to take action: “I got a $1,000 bonus check this 
week. At church, a visiting missionary said their African 
mission is raising $1,000 for a new well. Then, in the 
restaurant after church, we heard the song ‘Africa’ by 
Toto. These are signs God is leading me to give my 
bonus check to the African missionary.” 

The language is used to describe a message re-
ceived through an elaborate system employed for 
hearing and confirming the “voice of God”: “The Lord 
led me to volunteer for the children’s ministry. I felt an 
impression that I should volunteer for it. The Lord 
opened that door and while praying about it, I sensed 
the Spirit whisper in my ear, ‘You lead.’ I asked the 
Lord to confirm His will through a fleece. I decided that 
if the position wasn’t filled by next Sunday, I would 
take that as the Lord’s confirmation that I should volun-
teer. I prayed about it again and heard the still small 
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Are they justified in using this passage in that way? 
What does Paul mean by the phrase “led by the Spirit”? 
Does it describe the Spirit leading us through impres-
sions, nudges, whispers, and other means of hearing 
God’s voice?  

Let’s look at each verse in their individual contexts. 

BEING LED - ROMANS 8:14 
Romans 8:14: “For all who are being led by the 

Spirit of God, these are sons of God.” 
Without looking at the context we can know two 

things for sure. First, the Spirit of God leads the sons of 
God. Second, all those so led are children of God. 
There is one thing we cannot know with any certainty 
from the verse by itself, namely, “What is the nature of 
the leading?” There is nothing in the verse that indicates 
what Paul has in mind by the phrase “led by the Spirit of 
God.” For that, we must look to the context. 

It is not an overstatement to claim that HVG teach-
ers assume this refers to receiving divine guidance by 
the voice of God. The only way we can know what Paul 
meant by the phrase “led by the Spirit of God” is to fol-
low his argument and teaching throughout the context. 
As Garry Friesen rightly says, “The context, however, 
deals a deathblow to such an [HVG] understanding of 
this passage.”7 Death blow indeed. Paul’s intended 
meaning is not difficult to discern.8 

In Romans 7, Paul described his ongoing war 
against the sin that remained in his “body of this death.” 
We are familiar with the struggle of doing “the very thing 
I do not want to do” (Romans 7:14-20). He fought in-
dwelling sin that remained even after conversion. Put-
ting sin to death and living as a slave of righteousness 
(6:12-23) requires constant battle against the flesh and 
its desires.  

In Chapter 8, Paul taught that even though the 
struggle against sin is a reality for the believer, condem-
nation for it isn’t. For those in Christ Jesus, “there is no 
condemnation” (8:1). That law which once demanded 
justice is now fulfilled in those “who do not walk accord-
ing to the flesh but according to the Spirit” (8:4).  

Verses 5-13 note a number of contrasts between 
those who set their mind on the flesh and those who set 
their mind on the Spirit (8:6). Slavery to righteousness 
(6:17-18), putting to death the deeds of the body (8:13), 
and final deliverance from indwelling sin (7:24-25) are 
impossible for those “in the flesh” since “those who are 
in the flesh cannot please God” (8:8). They don’t walk 
according to the Spirit and so they fulfill the desires of 
the flesh. This passage contrasts those who walk ac-
cording to the Spirit in holiness of life and those who 
walk according to the flesh in fulfilling their sinful de-
sires. 

Here are the verses immediately preceding the ref-
erence to being “led by the Spirit of God” in verse 14. 
Two groups are mentioned: those who live in the flesh 
and those who live in the Spirit.  

Though references to these passages are rare 
among HVG teachers, the use of the language is not. 
They commonly use “I felt led” verbiage to speak of 
receiving personal divine direction for decision-making 
and guidance. I’ve had numerous interactions with 
people who use “I was led” language and cite these 
verses as proof that God leads through subjective im-
pressions and promptings. For that reason, I have in-
cluded a study of these verses here. 

Before we look at the passages, it’ll be helpful to 
see how they are used in HVG teaching. In my read-
ing, I didn’t note any references of the Galatians pas-
sage, but Dallas Willard and Priscilla Shirer make use 
of Romans 8:14. Willard writes: 

It is just such a conversational manner of 
presence that is suited to the personal rela-
tionship with God so often spoken of in the 
Christian community. This turns Paul’s state-
ment that “all who are led by the Spirit of God 
are children of God” (Rom 8:14) into a frame-
work for personal development. Being “led by 
the Spirit of God” is neither blind, robot-style 
obedience nor feeling stuck interpreting vague 
impressions and signs.4 

That comes immediately after Willard claims that 
“God is also with us in a conversational relationship: 
he [sic] speaks with us individually as it is appropriate - 
which is only to be expected between persons who 
know one another, care about each other and are en-
gaged in common enterprises.”5 

He claims our understanding of God’s 
“conversational relationship” with us turns Romans 
8:14 “into a framework for personal development.” In 
other words, Romans 8:14 becomes the paradigm for 
“personal divine guidance.” Giving no consideration to 
the context of Romans 8:14 he turns the passage into 
something that fits his theology of divine guidance. 
This is twisting the meaning of Scripture to match a 
theology. 

Priscilla Shirer describes a sensational way in 
which God allegedly spoke to her and then counsels: 

He has not promised to lead us in a way that 
appeals to one of our five senses but rather to 
our spirits - by the leading of the Holy Spirit 
within us. “For all who are being led by the 
Spirit of God are children of God” (Romans 
8:14 NLT). 

As His Spirit speaks, personalizing His 
message in a vast variety of ways, we hear 
His voice. Inside us. Compelling. Encourag-
ing. Convicting. Challenging. Teaching. And 
guiding us right smack-dab into His will for our 
lives.6 

Shirer and Willard quote the verse without any ex-
planation of context or meaning. They assume that if 
the Bible uses the words “led by the Spirit,” it must be 
describing private, individual guidance by the voice of 
God. 



 

PreK-K Class:  Katie Moon and Angie Cates 
assisted by Amanda Hammond 
 
The 4-year-old thru Kindergarten class has been learning lots in Sunday 
school! We have made our way through Genesis and are wrapping up Exo-
dus in the coming month. The children have been learning about trusting in 
God's promises and knowing that what God promises He will fulfill. We have 
also been focusing on how great a blessing it is to be chosen by God and to 
be called His children. As we work through Exodus we are discussing why 
we have rules and laws as well as how God's rules protect us.  
Feel free to peek into the library and say hi to these fabulous children! 

Sunday 
school  

begins at  
9:30 a.m. 

A big hello to you from the Belches. 
 

Natalie sent a great report from Tenerife!  
“We got invited to play sports with 3 classes in an elementary school! Alcides did a great job 
sharing with the kids, and it was a wonderful opportunity to interact with their teachers!  
The Kid´s Club made bread and tried different juices as they learned about Joseph in jail with the 
baker and the cup-bearer, and their parents enjoyed the theology class!  
The Youth Outreach in the church building was a great time for the Youth from different church-
es to be together! The all-island Youth Prayer day in the South was also a wonderful time of fel-
lowship with a purpose!  
The women got to share time together at a brunch! Fellowship, a devotional, food and games 
were a refreshing way to spend a Saturday morning!  
The federation of churches on the island planned a picnic on Canary Island Day! Jorge from the 
Santa Úrsula church planned the games, Pedro from the Adeje church planned the Bible time, and 
food and fellowship was enjoyed!” 
 
Lois and I have a trip to Europe planned for June 29-July 18. I will 
be going to Spain mainland to help with a bicycling outreach 
planned by two TEAM missionaries, and Lois will be going to Ita-
ly to help her sister Carmen disciple Spanish-speaking believers in 
Italy who would love a great dose of Bible instruction in Spanish. 
Thank you for considering this! 
 
Confident in our Great Lord, 
Dave and Lois Belch 



 
>>>Young Adult/Young Married Fellowship 

Women’s Ministry <<< 

Thursday Playgroup 
Moms with children 5 and under 
are invited to a playgroup on Thurs-
day mornings from 9:30-11:30 a.m. 
to visit and let the kids play! 
Through the summer they will be 
meeting at a park if the weather 
permits. Please contact Emily Hill 
at 208-596-6904 with any ques-
tions. 

>>>Cocolalla Bible Camp  
Please visit the camp website at clbcamp.org for more details. 

 

Upcoming Events  

Summer Camp Schedule 
July 
11-16 Teen Camp 
18-22 Ages 11-12 
25-29 Ages 9-10 
 
August 
1-4 Ages 7-8  

  
YOUNG MARRIED 

FELLOWSHIP 
 

For information regarding 
the next event, 
 please contact 

Gina Hall 
713-292-6562 

YOUNG ADULT FELLOWSHIP 
SUMMER FUN! 
July 9, 3:30 p.m. 

at the Juneaus’ home 
BBQ, kayaking, swimming and more! 

 

Olga Curiel, 909-996-5770 or Carol 
Young, 559-997-3897 

Aug. 27 - Bridal Shower (Ayden Osman) 
Sept. 10 - Fall Fellowship Brunch 
Oct. 1 - Baby Shower (Taryn Adams)  

Nov. 19- Baby Shower (Hannah Jensen) 

Dec. 3 - Christmas Tea 



 
 
 

 

>>>Kootenai Thunder 
kootenaithunder.com 

For the most current information, please check our website and Facebook page.   

Kootenai Classifieds >>> 

To have your items listed in this  
section, please get the information 

to Lisa Slippy by the 15th of the month 
prior to publication. Email her at 

lisaslippy@gmail.com  

Student Ministries <<< 

FARM FRESH  
ANGUS-HEREFORD 

BEEF 
hamburger for sale. 100% 
grass pasture-raised. No hormones.  

$8 per 1.5 pound packages.   
No amount too large or small.   

Call/Text Tim Shields   
208-946-1256 

MEAL MINISTRY 
Our church is a body, and we help one 
another as needs arise. One practical way 
we do this is through the Meal Ministry. 
Andrea Kinne organizes meals to be deliv-
ered for new mothers, for 
those who have had surgery, 
and others in need. Please call 
her at 208-265-0102. 

All activities and studies 
are suspended until August. 

HAVE A WONDERFUL SUMMER! 

 

Romans 8:38-39 
“For I am convinced that neither 
death nor life, neither angels nor 

demons, neither the present nor the 
future, nor any powers, neither 

height nor depth, nor anything else 
in all creation, will be able to sepa-
rate us from the love of God that is 

in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

We are looking forward to girls volleyball and boys soccer start-
up mid-August. Please contact Tracy Jensen if you are planning 

to play in the fall. The schedule will be on the website soon. 
  

Enjoy your summer break! See you in the fall. 



 

  Church News <<< 

>>>Adventure Club News 

The Way of the Master 

EVANGELISM TRAINING COURSE 
 

Sundays at the church 
 

An 8-week class after services on 

Sundays from 1:30-3:30 p.m. 

Books will be provided free of charge. 
 

Please contact Peter Hammond at  
406-242-0330  or 

peter@missionarygamer.com for more 
details. 

Questions?  Talk to Dave & Diane Rich at (208) 265-2997 or dianeerich@gmail.com. 

Join us on the lawn immediately after church. 
Hamburgers, hotdogs, buns, and toppings will be 
provided. Please bring a side dish or dessert, 
and lawn chairs or blankets. You are welcome to 
bring yard games also. Please sign up at the 
Welcome Table. 

Sunday, July 24 

KCC SUMMER 
BBQ & POTLUCK 

New Friends Night  
Friday, July 8 at 6 p.m.  

For new church attendees! 
 

This is a time for new-to-KCC folks to meet the elders 

and deacons and ask questions.  
Pizza and ice cream will be served.  

Please sign up at the Welcome Table. 

Planning for Year 3 is 
underway! 

If you are interested in 
serving God in Adven-
ture Club this coming 
year, please let Dave & 
Diane Rich know right 
away. Directors will 
meet early July to com-
plete planning for Year 
3, and Leader Training 
will take place in late 
July/early August.. 

WEEK OF ADVENTURE - AUGUST 22 - 26 
Year 3 will kick off this summer with a whole week of Adventure Club! This 
is a super-fun week with games outside on the church lawn, special prizes 
for clubbers, and a theme night! AC runs this week in the evening as usual, 
from 6:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. You will not want to miss this week! 

FALL ADVENTURE CLUB 
Starts September 9, 2022 

Adventure Club starts up this fall the Fri-
day after Labor Day, on 9-9-22. Children 
ages 3 years - 6th grade are encouraged 
to register. Children must be 3 years old 
by 9/1/22.  All children, even those who do 
not attend KCC, are invited to join. The 
Adventure Club curriculum is a systematic 
theology for children. This is well worth 
your while, and worth setting aside one 
night a week to attend. 

Rummage Sale Results! 
We thank everyone who helped with the 
Rummage Sale in June! The proceeds bene-
fited Adventure Club and the Building Fund, 
and we raised $3,500! The Bake Sale was 
run by our youth, and they raised 
$240!  This is a huge undertaking each 
year, and we so appreciate the 20 people 
who set up all week and stayed all day on 
Saturday! 



 However, you are not in the flesh but in the 
Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you. 
But if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, 
he does not belong to Him. If Christ is in you, 
though the body is dead because of sin, yet the 
spirit is alive because of righteousness. But if 
the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the 
dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ Jesus 
from the dead will also give life to your mortal 
bodies through His Spirit who dwells in you. So 
then, brethren, we are under obligation, not to 
the flesh, to live according to the flesh - for if 
you are living according to the flesh, you must 
die; but if by the Spirit you are putting to death 
the deeds of the body, you will live. For all who 
are being led by the Spirit of God, these are 
sons of God. (Romans 8:9–13) 

In verses 9-10, Paul teaches that all the sons of 
God have the Holy Spirit. Those who don’t have the Holy 
Spirit do “not belong to Him.” As those who have the Ho-
ly Spirit, we are under obligation to live according to the 
Spirit. The one living according to the Spirit is “putting to 
death the deeds of the body” (v. 13). 

Verse 13 is the immediate context of the statement 
in verse 14 about being “led by the Spirit of God.” In that 
immediate context, what is Paul talking about? Is he de-
scribing decision-making or the voice of God? Is he 
teaching us about the nature of a “conversational rela-
tionship” where the Spirit whispers instructions about 
which job to take, which contractor to choose, or what 
restaurant to visit for lunch? Is there anything in the con-
text that speaks of promptings, whispers, still small voic-
es, fleeces, or reading signs? No. Romans 8 is describ-
ing Spirit-led holy living. If Paul had any “decision-
making leading” in mind at all, it’s only the decision to 
put to death sinful deeds and live righteously in the pow-
er of the Spirit.  

I would never suggest that the Spirit of God does 
not lead us. Of course He does! But this leading is not 
whispers and voices. He leads the sons of God to morti-
fy sin and live in holiness. He does this for all believers, 
since all believers have the Holy Spirit. In Romans 8, 
“living according to the Spirit” and “being led by the Spir-
it” are synonymous. The one “led by the Spirit” is “living 
according to the Spirit” and thus “putting to death the 
deeds of the body” (v. 13). The one living a fleshly life-
style isn’t “led by the Spirit” because he doesn’t have the 
Holy Spirit in him. This is the obvious and straightfor-
ward meaning of the passage. 

To demonstrate how badly HVG teachers misuse 
the verse, let’s take their understanding of “led by the 
Spirit” and insert it into the paragraph. Here is Romans 
8:12-14 in HVG theology: 

So then, brethren, we are under obligation, not 
to the flesh, to live according to the flesh - for if 
you are living according to the flesh, you must 
die; but if by the Spirit you are putting to death 
the deeds of the body, you will live. [For all who 
are hearing whispers, voices, and nudgings 

from the Spirit for daily guidance are sons of 
God.] 

To suggest Romans 8:14 is teaching anything con-
cerning hearing God’s voice, is an abuse of the pas-
sage. Being led by the Spirit of God has nothing to do 
with hearing whispers from Heaven, and everything to 
do with holy living. 

But how about Galatians 5:18? 

BEING LED - GALATIANS 5:18 
Galatians 5:18: “But if you are led by the Spirit, you 

are not under the Law.” 
Regarding this verse, Garry Friesen correctly 

notes: “This verse, which is very similar to Romans 
8:14, is often cited with it in support of the traditional 
view of guidance [HVG theology]. But the context of 
Galatians 5 makes an even stronger case for ruling out 
such an interpretation.”9 

As with Romans 8:14, we can’t determine the 
meaning of the phrase “led by the Spirit” from the verse 
in isolation. In order to understand what Paul means by 
“led by the Spirit,” we must look at the context and the 
argument Paul is making to the Galatians.  

The context of Galatians 5 is very similar to Ro-
mans 8. In Galatians, Paul is addressing the relation-
ship of a believer to the Old Testament law. The Gala-
tians had embraced the Judaizers’ message that Gen-
tiles saved by faith in Christ needed to submit to the 
forms and signs of the Old Covenant, particularly, cir-
cumcision. Galatians is an extended refutation of that 
legalistic perversion of the gospel. Paul explained that 
Gentile believers are not under the law (3:10-14). Hav-
ing been justified by faith alone (3:23-29) they had no 
obligation to keep the civil and ceremonial demands of 
the law. Those seeking to be justified by law were es-
tranged from Christ (5:2-6). They were to reject the 
false gospel and stand firm in their justifying faith and 
freedom in Christ (5:1). 

Like in Romans 8, Paul was discussing the law and 
the believer’s relationship to it. He taught that the right-
eous requirements of the law are fulfilled in those who 
walk according to the Spirit. This is what it means to be 
“led by the Spirit.” We should not be surprised to dis-
cover that the same author, addressing a similar sub-
ject, using the same phrase would mean the same thing 
in Galatians 5 and Romans 8. There was a contrast in 
Romans 8 between the “flesh” and the “Spirit.” We find 
the very same contrast in Galatians 5.  

Here is the immediate context of verse 18: 

For you were called to freedom, brethren; only 
do not turn your freedom into an opportunity 
for the flesh, but through love serve one anoth-
er. For the whole Law is fulfilled in one word, in 
the statement, “You shall love your neigh-
bor as yourself.” But if you bite and devour 
one another, take care that you are not con-
sumed by one another. But I say, walk by the 
Spirit, and you will not carry out the desire of 
the flesh. For the flesh sets its de-

Continued on page 8 
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sire against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the 
flesh; for these are in opposition to one another, 
so that you may not do the things that you please. 
But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under 
the Law (Galatians 5:13–18). 

Notice the repeated contrast between “Spirit” and 
“flesh.” Two different orientations toward sin are in view: 
living in sin or warring against it. The teaching is identi-
cal to Romans 8. We see from the preceding verses 
(vv. 13-17) what Paul means by “led by the Spirit.” 
Those “led by the Spirit” don’t serve the flesh, but in-
stead, serve others in love (v. 13). They fulfill the law of 
God by loving their neighbors (v. 14). They don’t bite 
and devour one another (v. 15). They “walk by the Spir-
it” and do not “carry out the desire of the flesh” (v. 16).  

Footnotes available in the book God Doesn’t Whisper by Jim Osman. 

Second half of Chapter 13 will be available in the August 2022 Kootenai 

Communicator. 

“I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, 
prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be 

made for all people - for kings and all 
those in authority, that we may live 
peaceful and quiet lives in all godli-
ness and holiness.”  1 Timothy 2:1-2 

 

Baptism Class 
August 14 

 

Baptism Service 
August 28 

 
If you have questions or have a 

desire to be baptized, please 
contact Pastor Jim Osman. 


