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16 Baby Shower (Ellen Dickman)
19 Father’s Day

ANNUAL BOOK REVIEW
By Jim Osman, Pastor
It is time for my annual summer book review and
suggested reading list. A wise mentor once told me that a
man is the product of the books he reads and the friends he
keeps. Through reading we associate with great men and
women of the past and present as we spend time with them
through the books they write. What type of company do you
keep?
Every year I publish a review of my readings from
the past 12 months in hopes of encouraging you to pick up
and enjoy some good company during the coming year. I
also hope this will give you some idea of works to avoid for
the sake of your time and money. The summer months are
upon us and I trust that they will bring opportunity to imbibe
deeply in some good books! So, if you are looking for some
suggestions of books to read - and, in some cases, a couple
to avoid - I offer the following from my own list of completed readings from the past year.
Apologetics
God’s Battalions: The Case for the
Crusades by Rodney Stark (288 pgs.) puts the
crusades against Muslim invaders in their historical context. In both Christian and especially
secular contexts, the Muslim aggression that
instigated the crusades is often whitewashed
and the true nature of the fight ignored while
the Christians who fought to push back the Muslim invaders
are characterized as greedy, bloodthirsty warmongers, intent
on ravaging and pillaging innocent towns and villages. This
book does some heavy lifting by setting the record straight.
The history of Islam, their invasions of the West, and their
treatment of infidels is not ignored and neither are some of

Expounding the Scriptures,
Equipping the Saints,
Exalting the Savior

the nefarious motives and practices of “Christian” warriors
who fought in the crusades. Given the amount of history,
the number of players, and the issues involved, the author
does a good job of giving a simple yet thorough understanding of the crusades. I would highly recommend this book.
One of the biggest threats attacking the
gospel and the church in our day is the social
justice movement. Under the guise of “biblical
justice,” racism, socialism, cultural and economic Marxism, egalitarianism, and gender/sexual
perversion are creeping into the church. Oncesolid organizations have adopted the language
and worldview of critical race theory and the
social justice movement. In preparation for our conference
on these subjects, I read Just Thinking: About the State by
our guest speakers, Darrell Harrison and Virgil Walker (181
pgs.). This book is a thoroughly documented and wellthought-out critique of the social justice movement. The
authors are stridently biblical in their understanding of key
issues. With precision and clarity, they
tackle the role of government, the limitations of politics, and the way that the
current progressive spirit of the age is
dividing the church and undermining
the gospel message. If you follow these
men on social media, then you know
they pull no punches in their unapologetic defense of the truth. This is a
must read for anyone
wanting to understand
the times in which we
live.
In a similar vein,
Owen Strachan has done
a great service to the
church
Continued on page 2

with his book Christianity and Wokeness: How the Social
Justice Movement is Hijacking the Gospel - and the Way
to Stop It (232 pgs.). Strachan does a superb job of documenting just how insidiously and thoroughly the Marxist
ideas behind wokeness, progressive Christianity, and the
social justice movement have infected western Christianity.
This book makes the case that the hour is late in this battle.
Most Christian institutions including media, schools, denominations, seminaries, and publications have already succumbed to the deception and our only option is an aggressive, passionate fight for the truth. This book is a must-read
resource for understanding the racial issues around us and
how to confront them biblically. This is an accessible introduction to these issues that will equip you to think biblically
and engage the issue compassionately.
Another indispensable book to add
to your library on this subject is Fault
Lines: The Social Justice Movement and
Evangelicalism’s Looming Catastrophe
(251 pgs.) by Voddie T. Baucham Jr. Having grown up in a poor black family, Baucham offers a unique perspective on
“systemic racism” and whether that is truly
what is plaguing minority communities in
our nation. If you are unfamiliar with
“intersectionality,” “critical race theory (CRT),” Antonio
Gramsci’s theory of hegemony, and Black Liberation Theology, this book is a good place to start your learning process.
The ideas being promulgated in western seminaries, Bible
colleges, and among an increasing number of “Christian
leaders” are poisonous doctrines of demons. These ideas,
unchecked by the church and unanswered by Christians, will
result in tremendous spiritual destruction and deception in
the church. It is already happening. The hour is late.
Theology
John MacArthur’s Parables: The
Mysteries of God’s Kingdom Revealed
Through the Stories Jesus Told (202 pgs.)
was an excellent read. The most valuable
sections of the book are an early chapter and
an appendix that deal with interpretive challenges and principles for handling the parables. I actually would have appreciated an
even more thorough treatment of those issues. The book offers a great exposition of a number (not
all) of Jesus’ parables, including some that are difficult to
understand. This is a very good resource.
Show Me Your Glory: Understanding the Majestic Splendor of God (264 pgs.)
by Steven J. Lawson is a great introductory
primer on the attributes of God. Though not
as exhaustively detailed as Charnock’s Existence and Attributes of God this book serves
as a great overview and introduction to this
subject. The applications and implications he
draws from each attribute are very thoughtprovoking. I would recommend taking a slow and thoughtful
trip through the book as you take the time to meditate on the
verses cited.
I confess that I have not read widely on the subject
of missions. It is not that I have no interest in or heart for the

subject, rather, I have suspected that little has been written on
the subject that is theologically robust, doctrinally accurate,
and at the same time, profoundly helpful. After
lunch and a 2-hour conversation with E.D.
Burns, I suspected that his book on the subject,
The Missionary Theologian (253 pgs.), would
be a welcome exception to my expectation. It
truly was! E.D. combines academic rigor, theological precision, and years of missionary experience to present a biblical theology of missions. This book promotes a Word-Centered
approach to sending missionaries, supporting missionaries,
and overseeing them on the mission field. It is filled with
practical guidance both for those involved in missions and
those considering a life devoted to taking the gospel to unreached peoples. In a chapter titled “Adoniram and Ann Judson as Word-Driven Missionary-Theologians,” Burns gives a
summary of the keys that made Adoniram Judson - the first
missionary to the Burmese people - such an effective servant
of Christ. The fruit of Judson’s ministry remains today, nearly 200 years after his death. This brief look at Judson’s life
and ministry has piqued my interest and I will definitely follow this book up with Burn’s biography A Supreme Desire to
Please Him: The Spirituality of Adoniram Judson soon.
(Please check out the missionary highlight section of this
newsletter for more information on E.D. Burns.)
Hermeneutics
For the advanced student, The Hermeneutics of the
Biblical Writers: Learning to Interpret Scripture from the Prophets and Apostles (232 pgs.)
by Abner Chou is a must read. This is not an
introductory volume on the subject, so be
warned. This is a study of how the New Testament writers used the Old Testament Scriptures.
Chou shows that the prophets of the Old Testament were exegetes and theologians in their
own right. They were deep thinkers who, in
their writing of Scripture, developed the theology and implications of previously revealed Scriptures. The New Testament authors employed the same hermeneutic as those who
wrote the Old Testament. By tackling difficult New Testament passages, Chou shows that the authors of the New Testament understood the progress of Old Testament revelation,
the background of the authors, and that their use of the Old
Testament shows they had a literal, historical, grammatical
hermeneutic. New Testament authors did not spiritualize Old
Testament promises but followed the same interpretive grid
as all their predecessors. The dawning of the New Covenant
and the writing of the New Testament does not signal a new
way of understanding the Old Testament promises and prophecies. Recommended.
How to Be Free from Bitterness
by Jim Wilson (127 pgs.) is a fast, easy
read and tremendously edifying. Wilson
applies biblical principles of repentance,
confession, and forgiveness to the sin of
bitterness. He illustrates the truth with
clear examples pulled from his own counseling experiences. This book describes the
poison that bitterness injects into all human
Continued on page 7

Adult Sunday School
The adult Sunday school is taught by a skilled team of men who rightly deliver the Word of God faithfully every Sunday. The teachers include, but are
not limited to, Cornel Rasor, Jim Osman, Jeff Miller, and David Henke. Remember that on June 5, we will be blessed to hear the conference speakers, Darrell Harrison and Virgil Walker, teach both the Sunday school and
worship service.

Sunday
school
begins at
9:30 a.m.

Introducing Evan B. and his family
The B family consists of Evan, his wife, Kristie, and sons, Elijah and Isaiah. Due to the
sensitive nature of his ministry both currently and in the past, we are keeping some information private. We were blessed to have Evan visit and preach last month.

The ministry
Through both Last Frontier Global, and Great Commission Alaska, the gospel is being
spread to areas in desperate spiritual need.
 Training Christian Leaders, Pastors, and Missionaries
 Evangelizing the Unreached
 Making Disciples of the Orphaned, Impoverished, and Trafficked
 Researching the Progress of the Gospel among Least-Reached People Groups
 Translating Biblical/Theological Resources
 Serving Alongside the Global Church
 Coaching Cross-Cultural Workers
 Facilitating and Mentoring Missionaries from the Global South
 Contending for Faith Alone, Grace Alone, Christ Alone, Scripture Alone, to the Glory of God Alone

The places served
Southeast Asia, Alaska, Central America, Europe, and Africa

The teaching and curriculum
Since many of his students are in countries with ongoing strict travel measures for COVID, Evan has
been teaching students all over the world through online Zoom calls. He has also traveled and done
some weekend seminars at various churches and schools. One big project he is working on consists of
developing a theological English curriculum for pastors and seminary students who do not speak English fluently. Many Christians whose first language is not English find some theological and ministry resources to be quite difficult to read and understand. Evan is developing a remedial theological English
course to help ministers access the wealth of resources in English. Hopefully it will be mostly done by
the end of the year.

Please keep this family and their ministry in your prayers.

>>>Young Adult/Young Married Fellowship
Young Adult
Fellowship

YMF is meeting
Saturday, June 11 for
a Family Picnic

Please contact
Olga Curiel or
Carol Young
for details.

What: Family Picnic @ City Beach
Location: City Beach, by the playground
Who: Young Marrieds, kids are welcome!
When: 11am-1pm
Bring your own lunch!

Women’s Ministry <<<
Baby Shower
For Ellen Dickman and Adelaide
Thursday, June 16
6:30 p.m. at the church

HAVE YOU SIGNED
UP TO BE IN THE
ONLINE CHURCH
DIRECTORY?

If not...
Please give your information to Kathy Conger or
email her at
secretary@kootenaichurch.org.
Also email her a photo!
Only those in the directory
will be able to
access the online directory.

>>>Cocolalla
Bible Camp
Please visit the camp website at clbcamp.org for more details.
Work Days are where we invite folks to help
us get the camp facilities ready for our very
busy summer season. Yes, unfortunately, this
is the same weekend as our Equipping Conference. Why am I still recruiting? Because
when anyone attends from Kootenai Community Church, our church receives $15-off coupons for anyone attending Summer Camp!
Most importantly: You don't have to attend
both days to earn the coupons for our church!
So to sum up: If you have the opportunity,
please stop by. There is indoor and outdoor
work to be done and we will feed you. There
is no charge to attend this. ~Aaron Kin

WORK DAYS
June 3-4

Thursday Playgroup
Moms with children 5 and under
are invited to a playgroup on Thursday mornings from 9:30-11:30 a.m.
to visit and let the kids play!
Through the summer they will be
meeting at a park if the weather
permits. Please contact Emily Hill
at 208-596-6904 with any questions and to
find out
location.

Student Ministries <<<
All studies are suspended until August.
HAVE A WONDERFUL SUMMER!

“The conclusion, when everything has been
heard, is: fear God and keep His commandments,
because this applies to every person. For God will
bring every act to judgement, everything which is
hidden, whether it is good or evil.”
Ecclesisastes 12:13-14

>>>Kootenai Thunder
kootenaithunder.com
For the most current information, please check our website and Facebook page.

SOCCER RETURNS THIS FALL!
The sports banquet went well
and wrapped up the year
nicely. Thank you to all the
volunteers who helped make
this an evening to remember!

We are pleased to announce that Micah Curiel will be the
head coach. If you are interested in playing, please contact
Tracy Jensen.

Kootenai Classifieds >>>
FARM FRESH
ANGUS-HEREFORD
BEEF

hamburger for sale. 100%
grass pasture raised. No hormones.
$8 per 1.5 pound packages.
No amount too large or small.

Call/Text Tim Shields
208-946-1256

To have your items listed in this
section, please get the information
to Lisa Slippy by the 15th of the month
prior to publication. Email her at
lisaslippy@gmail.com

MEAL MINISTRY
Our church is a body, and we help one
another as needs arise. One practical way
we do this is through the Meal Ministry.
Andrea Kinne organizes meals to be delivered for new mothers, for
those who have had surgery,
and others in need. Please call
her at 208-265-0102.

>>>Adventure Club News
Questions? Talk to Dave & Diane Rich at (208) 265-2997 or dianeerich@gmail.com.

RUMMAGE SALE

Saturday, June 11, 8 a.m.-2 p.m.
The KCC Rummage Sale is scheduled for Saturday, June 11, from 8:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. All proceeds will go to our Adventure Club and building
fund. We would love to have your unwanted
items to sell (no clothes, please). This is a
great time for some spring cleaning! You may
drop off your items the week prior to the sale,
June 6 - June 10 (please do not bring them prior to June 6). If you have questions, please
contact Brenda Currie, Jenny Kimber, Melody
Lynch, or Diane Rich.

Church News <<<
The Way of the Master

EVANGELISM TRAINING COURSE
Sundays at the church
An 8-week class after services on
Sundays from 1:30-3:30 p.m.
Books will be provided free of
charge.

Please contact Peter Hammond at
406-242-0330 or
peter@missionarygamer.com for
more details.

MONDAY MEN’S FELLOWSHIP
Monday, June 6
Monday, June 20
6:00 p.m. at KCC
Studying Proverbs
with David Forsyth

Help Needed for the Equipping Conference
Our Equipping Conference on "Woke Christianity" is quickly approaching. There is still time to register. We are in need of a few volunteers to help with kitchen prep and setup/teardown for the
Just Thinking Conference coming up on June 3-4. If you would be
willing to take a shift, please contact Shelli Cowell
at shelli.cowell@gmail.com, 425-563-8161, or via Facebook Messenger.

relationships and thus the danger it poses in the church. Rather
than seeing bitterness as the unavoidable and excusable result
of wrongs committed by others, he identifies it as a sin that
needs to be repented of, forsaken, and forgiven. There is one
chapter in the book where he misinterprets Deuteronomy 5:9:
“You shall not bow down to them or serve them; for I the
Lord your God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the
fathers on the children, and on the third and the fourth generations of those who hate Me.” The counsel he offers in that
chapter about respecting and honoring parents is good, but the
road he takes to that conclusion through Deuteronomy 5:9 is
bumpy at best. Apart from that, this is an excellent and helpful
resource.
Miscellaneous
With an intriguing blend of history, theology, and humor, Jim West’s book Drinking
with Calvin and Luther: A History of Alcohol in
the Church is a fascinating look at the use of
alcoholic beverages among believers throughout
church history, particularly among the reformers
and the puritans. The book contains a great section on the history of the temperance movement,
particularly in the United States. Each chapter
ends with some humorous anecdotes and jokes.
What Is Biblical Wisdom? is a short book by R.C.
Sproul summarizing the teachings of the wisdom literature of
the Old Testament. The book starts with a brief description of
wisdom and an explanation of the fear of the Lord. The biblical idea of wisdom is compared with the teachings of the ancients and other secular notions of wisdom and philosophy.
There is a concise overview of Job through Song of Solomon
showing the value of each of the books and the kind of wisdom that is offered. Excellent.
David F. Wells offers an insightful analysis of the current state of evangelicalism in The Bleeding of
the Evangelical Church. As in some of his previous writings (No Place For Truth), Wells rightly critiques modern western evangelicalism’s
worldliness and weakness. He identifies some of
the trends that have weakened the church. Professional pastors protecting their own fiefdoms,
marketing gurus turning unbelievers into consumers and the gospel into a product, and
churches abandoning a commitment to the truth of Scripture
have all produced a Christianity devoid of a love for God and
commitment to His glory.
I continued a reading trend I started in 2021 on Christian political theory and the Protestant doctrine of the lesser
magistrates. That brought me to Slaying Leviathan:
Limited Government and Resistance in the Christian Tradition by Glenn S. Sunshine (184 pgs.).
This readable book traces the development of political thinking from the time of Augustine to Jefferson
and the Declaration of Independence. It is written as
a brief overview of church history and the development of political thought among Christians. Sunshine explains
the events and movements that shaped the development of
political philosophy from the early church to the present era.
The book details the origins of “natural rights theory,” limited
government philosophy, and property rights. The contributions of Christians to political philosophy (Luther, Calvin, Au-

gustine, the Puritans) and the doctrines of Protestantism produced the American Experiment. The overview of political
systems that dominated during the fall of Rome, the Dark
Ages, and the Protestant Reformation was particularly interesting.
Vindiciae Contra Tyrannos: A Defense of Liberty
Against Tyrants by Junius Brutus (203 pgs.) is not an easy
read as you might infer from the title. Written in 1579, the
language is not easy to slog through. In 1572, Roman Catholic soldiers slaughtered thousands of French Huguenots for
their Calvinist protestant faith. Christians at the time wondered whether taking up arms against a king, even in selfdefense, was biblically justified. This tract argues that Christians can sometimes lawfully resist and fight against tyrants
and persecutors of the faith. Vindiciae Contra Tyrannos is a
short but sharp defense of the right of subjects to resist unjust
and ungodly rulers who abuse their God-given authority.
While recognizing the authority delegated by God in various
spheres of life, these Protestant forefathers argued that all
delegated authority is a limited authority and that the principles of Romans 13 define the limits on government’s role in
the life of its subjects. It has been interesting working
through the writings of these reformers on the subject of government overreach. The issues we face in our own day are
not new to Christians, though they may be new to us in our
context. Though this book is among the many great volumes
of church history addressing this subject, the antiquated language will make it inaccessible to most readers.
At least one of the authors of God vs. Government:
Taking a Biblical Stand When Christ & Compliance Collide
(206 pgs.) by James Coats and Nathan Busenitz
will sound familiar to you. James Coats is the
pastor of GraceLife Church in Edmonton, Alberta. He made national headlines when, in defiance of provincial health orders, he and his
elders decided to open their church for worship.
The other author, Nathan Busenitz, is an elder
at Grace Community Church in Los Angeles.
The first part of this book tells the story of each
of these churches and their defiance of the government’s attempts to shut them down through Covid restrictions. The
book provides a behind-the-scenes look at events, decisions,
and information not reported in the news, events that show
just how reckless and unjustified the government’s actions
were toward both James Coats and John MacArthur. The last
third of the book offers a very helpful outline of biblical principles and teaching on the subject of civil disobedience. This
is an excellent book!
For the last couple of years, I have tried
to get my mind around the concept of cryptocurrency, particularly Bitcoin as a form of digital money. To that end, I read The Bitcoin
Standard: The Decentralized Alternative to
Central Banking by Saifedean Ammous (272
pgs.). This book is not so much about the technology of Bitcoin as it is about the use of
Bitcoin as a store and transmission of value. The chapters
that chronicle the history of currencies, the development of
money as a medium of exchange, and how economies function were particularly helpful. The author argues that Bitcoin
solves the problems inherent in a fiat money Continued on page 8
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system by decentralizing the control of digital currency and fixing the supply, thus eliminating the problems that come with inflating fiat currencies. No matter when you choose to start educating yourself on this digital currency, you will wish you had
started sooner. Highly recommended!
John Trapp once said, “As water tastes of the soil it runs
through, so does the soul taste of the authors that a man reads.”
With all that cries out for your attention, don't forget to give
proper attention to reading. Read widely and read wisely. Above
all, don't forget to read your Bible! That is the most important
book of all.
Without Wax –

“I am giving you a new commandment, that
you

love one another; just as I have

loved you, that you also
love one another.”
~John 13:34~

