
Something was amiss, but I couldn’t put my finger 
on it. I had a check in my spirit. I didn’t have a 
peace about Phil. At first, I kept my concerns to 
myself, but eventually I shared my concerns with 
a couple of close friends. “You just wait,” I said. 
“This man will turn out to be a false teacher - the 
ruination of this school!”  

The “impression” about Phil was confirmed by 
a “check in the spirit,” an absence of peace in my 
heart. The Bible warned about false teachers. 
The Scriptures, my impression, and my inner 
sense of peace all indicated the same thing: this 
man was bad news. 

Whatever became of Phil? The college hired 
him. I gladly admit that I couldn’t have been more 
wrong! Phil Powers was a fantastic addition to the 
Millar staff! Yes, this is the same Phil Powers 
mentioned in the acknowledgments of this book. 
An extraordinary teacher, a gifted expositor, and 
a superb theologian, Phil is one of the most gra-
cious, humble, and generous 
men I have ever met. He and his 
wife, Neva, were a rich blessing 
to staff and students. He is one 
of the hardest working, most in-
telligent, mature, and godly men 
I have had the pleasure of 
knowing. In fact, he was my 
teacher when I came back for a 
fourth year at Millar. He taught 
me to preach. He was my coun-
selor, mentor, and friend. Phil 
had a profound impact on my 
life and preaching ministry. His 

Continued on page 2 
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I didn’t have a peace about it! In fact, I was 
certain he would be the downfall of the Bi-
ble college.  

During my second year at Millar, the school 
administrators were looking to hire a faculty mem-
ber to oversee the new “Fourth Year Program.” 
After considering several applicants, the academic 
committee decided to pursue a candidate working 
on his doctorate at Dallas Theological Seminary. 
His resume looked good. It looked really good. 

They announced the decision to the student 
body during a chapel service. The applicant was 
coming to the school to interview for the position. 
His name was Phil. Phil would teach some clas-
ses, preach a couple of sermons, and mingle with 
the student body. Everyone on campus was excit-
ed to meet Phil. He arrived on campus and was 
introduced to the student body. He preached a 
morning chapel service, taught some classes, and 
preached the Sunday morning and evening ser-
vices. 

I started to sense something was wrong. After 
the Sunday evening service, I began to have seri-
ous doubts - an uneasy feeling deep in my heart. I 
sensed the man was dangerous. Poison. Bad 
news. I was sure of it. I may have used the phrase 
“wolf in sheep's clothing” to describe the danger I 
sensed. It was an impression I couldn’t shake. 

JANUARY 

14-15 Clouds Without Water Conference 

 

Looking ahead:   

February 6  Business Meeting and Potluck 



ing” (Phil. 4:7). It is a peace that surrounds 
us like a fortress and keeps us from being 
overwhelmed with anxiety, worry, and frus-
tration. 

Describing a time he felt peace in the midst of 
turmoil, Stanley says, “When that sort of peace 
comes to us, we know we’ve heard from God, and 
we are confident it is His Voice.” He cites Colos-
sians 3:15. 

Morris treats “peace” as God’s confirmation of 
His Word: “This was the confirmation I was looking 
for. A peace that passes understanding came over 
me. The confirmation was felt deep in my heart.” 
Morris suggests we ask three questions to “confirm 
if we’ve heard a word from God.” The third ques-
tion is, “Does peace reign in your heart?” Borrow-
ing the language of Colossians 3:15, which he cites 
in that section, Morris writes, “You will have peace. 
This is one of the greatest confirmations of God’s 
voice.” Later he says, “If you have a feeling of un-
ease in your heart and mind about a matter, then 
God probably does not want you to head down that 
road. But if God’s peace is evident in a matter, then 
this is one of the main ways we can know if we’ve 
heard the voice of God.” 

Priscilla Shirer makes much out of the “internal 
peace.” In her book Discerning the Voice of God, in 
a chapter titled “He Brings Peace,” she claims, “As 
you grow in your relationship with Him, learning 
how to hear His voice and respond in obedience, 
peace becomes one of your determining factors in 
knowing when He is leading and speaking to you.” 
She likens peace to “getting a ‘green light.’” She 
writes, “It’s the same way in hearing from God. As 
you sense His leading, ask yourself, ‘Am I sensing 
a “green light” in my spirit? Am I confident and at 
peace about moving forward, even if I don’t like 
what I’m being compelled to do?’” 

Citing Colossians 3:15 she claims that com-
mon decisions like which job to take, which em-
ployee to hire, which contractor to use on a remod-
el, and even whether to take a ministry position, 
can all be determined by paying “close attention to 
what you’re  hearing and sensing.” According to 
Shirer, this is how “peace reigns in a matter,” 
namely, when “God’s voice is accompanied by 
deep assurance and permission.” 

For Shirer, the sense of inner peace is indis-
pensable, “When it comes to discerning His voice, 
always remember. . . Peace rules.” Shirer quotes 
Kay Arthur saying, “A reigning sense of God’s 
peace confirms His voice to me. There may have 
been turmoil getting to that peace, but when I have 
settled in on His desire for me, I am assured of that 
by the peace that accompanies it.” 

influence on my thinking resulted in this book as 
well as my book on spiritual warfare. 

MY EXPERIENCE PROVES NOTHING 
Everything indicated that God was speaking 

to me. First, I felt a prompting (a still small voice) 
warning me of danger. Second, I lacked peace in 
my heart (sometimes referred to as “a check in the 
spirit”). Third, God’s Word has something to say 
about false teachers and every time I read those 
passages, I sensed confirmation of my impres-
sion. All three agreed: the still small voice, the in-
ternal peace, and the Word of God. Each “voice” 
confirmed the others. 

I could cite my own experience as proof the 
HVG (Hearing the Voice of God) methodology is 
false and unreliable, but my experience proves 
nothing. Someone else could easily produce an 
example of a time when a hunch turned out to be 
accurate, and so could I. HVG teachers load their 
books with these counterexamples. Bill Hybels’ 
book The Power of a Whisper is bereft of biblical 
teaching and exegesis, but packed with stories of 
people hearing whispers and acting on them. In 
nearly every instance cited, things turned out well. 
Negative examples, if mentioned at all, illustrate 
failure to pay heed to some important element of 
the HVG method for hearing from God. 

Experience proves nothing. Someone’s posi-
tive experience doesn’t prove God speaks through 
these means. My negative experience isn’t proof 
that He doesn’t. The fundamental question is: 
“Does Scripture teach that God speaks to us 
through the absence or presence of an inner 
peace?” 

THE INDISPENSABLE “PEACE” 
According to HVG teachers, the “internal 

peace” is an indispensable component of hearing 
God speak. Nearly everyone who believes God 
speaks to us outside Scripture relies in some 
measure - great or small - on a feeling of internal 
peace. Most cite Colossians 3:15 as the key bibli-
cal text: “Let the peace of Christ rule in your 
hearts, to which indeed you were called in one 
body; and be thankful.” 

Charles Stanley writes: 

When God speaks, one of the most prev-
alent signs is a sense of calmness in the 
spirit. It may not be tranquil at first. In fact, 
it may be full of conflict and strife, but the 
longer we listen, the quieter and more 
peaceful our spirits become. We begin to 
possess what the Apostle Paul called a 
peace “which surpasses all understand-

Continued on page 7 



 

1st-2nd Grade Class:  Mark and Holly Haymond, teachers 
It has been just over a year since Mark and I (Holly) began teaching the 1st-2nd grade Sunday school class, and 
what a joy your children have been to teach! Their knowledge of Scripture is truly remarkable and their love for 
the truth of Scripture and each other so evident. Thank you for sharing them with us each Sunday!  
 
We have recently had the pleasure of being able to share the privilege of teaching your children with Brad and 
Jenny Stevens, and we are excited to have them join us. We continue to recite the catechism each week, sing, 
pray, craft, and read God’s Word. If there is one thing I have learned from many years of teaching young children, 
it is that they love routine! During the Christmas season we add in a little advent reading to our routine and light 
candles on an advent wreath while we sing Christmas carols. Seeing the wonder of Christmas through the eyes 
of a child never gets old, and for us it is an ever-present reminder to come to Christ “as little children” - humble, 
joyful, and full of expectant eagerness and hope for the fulfillment of God’s many promises to his people.  

Sunday 
School  

begins at  
9:30 a.m. 

“Go into all the world and proclaim the gospel to the whole creation.”  Mark 16:15  
“In the same way, the Lord commanded that those who proclaim the gospel should get their living by the gospel.”  

1 Corinthians 9:14  
  
 

Scattered Wisdom is a God-honoring, family-friendly, multiplayer online game that promotes the gos-
pel of Jesus Christ, biblical understanding, discipleship, prayer, teamwork, and, oh yeah, it's fun!!  A vir-
tual Bible camp, if you will. 
 

Our goal is to present the gospel to people all around the world through online games. Our prayer and 
hope is God will use this game as another opportunity to bring people the Gospel, that they might re-
pent and be saved. Jesus said to bring the gospel to every part of the world. We now have a virtual 
world and the gospel is needed there too! 
 
 

Scattered Wisdom Indiegogo Fundraising Campaign 
Please help us meet our goal by checking the link out and sharing it with others. 
Scattered Wisdom Indiegogo Campaign: 
https://igg.me/at/scatteredwisdom 
 

5-min. informational video on Missionary Gamer ministry: 
https://youtu.be/FfCnG4DetcU 
 

Scattered Wisdom is live now and free to play!: 
http://godly.games 
  

Information on Scattered Wisdom storyline is available at: 
www.scatteredwisdom.com 
  

Live Stream Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday at: 
https://www.twitch.tv/missionarygamer 
  

Any questions, please contact: 
Peter Hammond 
Christian Evangelist  
peter@missionarygamer.com 
406-242-0330 

Link to an interview by Andrew Rappaport: 
 

https://podcasts.strivingforeternity.org/programs/rapp-report/
virtual-evangelism-with-peter-hammond/ 

https://igg.me/at/scatteredwisdom
https://youtu.be/FfCnG4DetcU
http://godly.games/
http://www.scatteredwisdom.com/
https://www.twitch.tv/missionarygamer
mailto:peter@missionarygamer.com


 
>>>Garden of Readin’ 

Women’s Ministry <<< 

How to Study the Bible 
by John MacArthur 

 

As a new year dawns, many of us approach personal Bible reading with renewed 

vigor. This concise book is a helpful guide for those new to the Bible as well as 

an invigorating refresher for longtime readers. It covers the attributes and au-

thenticity of the Bible and practical tips for study. (Bible Reference) 

Please contact Jenny Leo (208-610-2520) 
about donations or any library-related matter. 

Clouds Without Water  

Conference - January 14-15  
 

We are hosting Justin Peters’s Clouds Without Water Seminar. This will be a 

filmed production and we hope to have a large audience. Consequently, we 

are going to limit attendance to those six years and older to minimize disrup-

tions during the seminar. The filmed product will become the update for Jus-

tin’s DVD products. The event will be free of charge. We will serve refresh-

ments and lunch, just as we do for our Equipping Conference. An offering will 

be taken up to cover the costs of food. Any money over and above those 

costs will go to support Justin’s ministry. 

MONDAY MORNING 
LADIES’ BIBLE STUDY 

Resumes January 3, 9:30 a.m. 
 at the church 

 
Led by Lori Wood and studying The Fruitful 
Life by Jerry Bridges. All ladies are invited to 
attend.  

A sign-up sheet is avail-
able at the Welcome 
Table.  
 

Contact Lori if you 
have questions @ 208-
265-3535 or 208-946-
3610. 

 

THURSDAY EVENING 
LADIES’ BIBLE STUDY 

 

New study will begin 
February 10 

 
Details in next month’s newsletter 

But because of his great love 

for us, God, who is rich in  

mercy, made us alive with 

Christ even when we were 

dead in transgressions-it is by 

grace you have been saved.  

Ephesians 2:4-5 



 
 
 

 

>>>Kootenai Thunder 
kootenaithunder.com 

For the most current information, please check our website and Facebook page.   

Kootenai Classifieds >>> 

Farm 
Fresh 
EGGS 

$3.50/dozen 
Call Andrea Kinne  

208-265-0102 
This is a landline. 

To have your items 
listed in this section, 
please get the infor-

mation to Lisa Slippy by 
the 15th of the month 
prior to publication. 

Email her at  
lisaslippy 

@gmail.com  

Student Ministries <<< 

JANUARY 
5  Bible Studies @ KCC, 7:30-9 p.m. 
12 Youth Group @ KCC, 7-9 p.m. 
19 Bible Studies @ KCC, 7:30-9 p.m. 
26 Youth Group @ KCC, 7-9 p.m. 

Frozen  
Blueberries 

 

$10/gallon 
Excellent for  

smoothies and pies! 
 

Call/text Lisa Slippy  
208-265-4997 

FARM FRESH  
ANGUS-HEREFORD BEEF 

hamburger for sale. 100% grass 
pasture raised. No hormones. $4 

per lb.  Comes in 1 ½  pound pack-
ages.  No amount too large or 

small.   
Call/text Tim Shields   

208-946-1256 

HANDMADE COLD 
PROCESS SOAP 
4.5oz bars, made with 

essential or fragrance oils. 
 

$4 each, sold in sets  
of six or nine. 

Call/text  
Allie Ricci 

208-603-7014 

JUNIOR HIGH  
BASKETBALL 
 

Junior high boys and girls basket-
ball will have their first practices 
on January 25 at Cocolalla Lake 
Bible Camp. We will have paper-
work available at the first practice 
or you can go on the website and 
download the forms there. If you 
have any questions please contact 
Tracy Jensen at 208-290-7898. 

THUNDER NEWS 
Basketball is underway!  There have been some exciting games already 
this season, and lots more to come. Please be in prayer for the teams 
and families as they travel this season on wintery roads.  

CALLING ALL ALUMNI TO PUT 
ON YOUR BASKETBALL SHOES! 

Saturday, January 8, 5:00 p.m. 
 

We will have a concession stand available along 
with lots of fun basketball. If you’re an alum you 
are invited to play. If not, just come on out and 
cheer them on.  
Girls’ game at 5:30. Boys’ game at 7:00 p.m.  

         Come cheer and join us 
for games! You can find the 

schedule on our website. 
Updates are on our FB page.  

SAVE THE DATE - FEBRUARY 18-19!! 
The Youth Leadership Conference at Coco-

lalla Lake Bible Camp will be February 18-19. 
This is an excellent training conference for 
teens and we would love to see you there! 

More information to come soon. 

BIBLE READINGS 
Please read these chapters prior to our 

meeting. 

January 12 - Matthew 21-24 

January 26 - Matthew 25-28 

Because of the increase of 
wickedness, the love of most will 

grow cold,  but the one who 
stands firm to the end will be 

saved. 
Matthew 24:12-13 



 

  Church News <<< 

>>>Adventure Club News 

HAVE YOU SIGNED 

UP TO BE IN THE 

ONLINE CHURCH 

DIRECTORY? 
 

If not... 
Please give your information to 
Kathy Conger or email her at 
secretary@kootenaichurch.org.  

Also email her a photo! 
 

Only those in the directory will 
be able to 

access the online directory. 

Questions?  Talk to Dave & Diane Rich at (208) 265-2997 or dianeerich@gmail.com. 

January Calendar 
7  Club Night Man Must Turn Away from Sin to God 

*14 No Club  
21 Club Night The New Birth Results in Faith 

28 Club Night Salvation Includes Adoption by God 
 
*There  has been a change to the AC calendar due to the Justin 
Peters Conference being added to the church calendar.  Be sure 
to pick up a revised AC schedule when you are at club on Fri-
day night. 

MONDAY MEN’S  

FELLOWSHIP 

 

January 3 

January 17 

January 31 

  

 6:00 p.m. 

at KCC 

ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING AND POTLUCK 
Sunday, February 6, after church 

 

A potluck meal will take place after the worship service, immediately fol-
lowed by a short business meeting. The meeting will include a yearly fi-
nance and budget report, update on the building and ministries, and 
recognition of new members, among other things. 
 

What to Bring:  
    Last names beginning with A-M:  Dessert and main dish 
    Last names beginning with N-Z:   Salad and main dish 
 
No need to bring serving utensils—the church has plenty. 
Please label all your pots AND lids. 

REMAINING THEME NIGHTS 

February 11  Flashlight Night 

March 25  Duct Tape Night 

May 6  Medical Night 

What a joy it is for 47 adults to meet together each Fri-

day night and minister to over 100 children who attend our 

weekly Bible club! We thank God for all of the AC staff - 

Directors, Leaders, the Games Crew, Leaders-in-Training, 

Registration Staff, Snacks Staff, and Greeters. There is 

always a way to use your gifts in AC! Do you love children? 

Would you like to be a part of this ministry? Please talk to 

Dave & Diane Rich. We'd love to have you join us. 

ADVENTURE CLUB MID-YEAR STATS  
47 Leaders 
103 Registered Clubbers 
113 Children have attended this year 
75  Average Nightly Attendance 

We are thankful for church members who do-
nate to Adventure Club! With your dona-
tions, we buy the workbooks, shirts, satchels, 
pins, and other fun stuff that the clubbers 
love. In December we were able to hand out 
small Christmas candy bags to all 
the clubbers. Thank you for 
being a part of this ministry!  



Mark Batterson assures us that “one of the best 
ways to gauge the will of God is to discern whether 
or not the peace of Christ is ruling in your heart.” 

Joyce Meyer claims, “inner peace” is the single 
greatest evidence God is speaking outside Scrip-
ture saying, “You might ask, ‘Joyce, how do you 
know for sure God was talking to you, that your 
mind was not just making it up?’ The answer is that 
I had peace about what I was receiving. It felt right 
inside me. My spirit confirmed it as being truly from 
the Lord.” 

For Meyer, the internal sense of peace deter-
mines everything. She says, “I run my life by finding 
peace.” Taking nearly any verse that mentions 
“peace” out of context and misapplying it, Meyer 
tries to make the case that “When God speaks, He 
gives us a deep sense of internal peace to confirm 
that the message is truly from Him,” and, “Peace is 
true confirmation that you are hearing from God.” 

Appealing to Colossians 3:15 as a proof text, 
she says, “We should never act without peace. One 
might say that peace is an ‘internal confirmation’ 
that action being taken is approved of by God.” She 
claims the “inner peace” is essential for decision-
making and counsels, “Don’t make serious deci-
sions and commitments without doing an ‘inner 
check’ to see if true peace abides within you.” 

We could summarize HVG teaching on “the 
peace” with the following three statements: 

First, God speaks through “peace in the heart.” 
This peace “surpasses all understand-
ing” (Philippians 4:7). It is an inner feeling, a calm-
ness and tranquility of heart, even in the midst of 
chaos. The “peace” is the voice of God in your heart 
signaling His will in a decision, His approval of an 
action, or His confirmation of an impression. 

Second, it is an essential, certain, and reliable 
means of confirming the voice of God. Peace is an 
unfailing confirmation of the voice of God. It is the 
means by which we know God has spoken. His 
voice will always be accompanied by a peaceful 
disposition of the heart. 

Third, Colossians 3:15 teaches this. Colossians 
3:15 is the primary text that instructs us to govern 
our lives, make our decisions, and confirm God’s 
voice by an internal peace. 

Colossians 3:15 is the only passage pressed 
into service to teach that a peace in the heart is the 
voice of God. It’s the only passage where HVG 
teachers make an attempt at exegesis to prove this 
claim. Consequently, the assessment of this teach-
ing is very straightforward. We simply have to deter-
mine if Colossians 3:15 teaches that “inner peace” 
is the voice of God for decision-making and guid-
ance. 

THE HVG CASE FOR COLOSSIANS 3:15 
Colossians 3:15: “Let the peace of Christ rule 

in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in 
one body; and be thankful.”  

The entire HVG case for hearing the voice of 
God through an inner peace rests on Colossians 
3:15, and I do mean the entire case. If you have 
never been exposed to HVG theology and the ac-
companying method of decision-making, then you 
are likely wondering what the verse has to do with 
hearing the voice of God. Here is how HVG teach-
ers make their case. 

Robert Morris claims Colossians 3:15 “is a 
foundational verse.” Attempting to explain the sig-
nificance of the verse through weak exegesis, he 
writes, “The word rule used here (brabeuo in 
Greek) means so much more than simply to let 
peace be present in your hearts. This verse is not 
simply a call to chill out. The word rule in the Greek 
means ‘to be an umpire.’ It means ‘to reign’ or ‘to 
arbitrate, judge, decide, or control.’” 

Shirer makes the same case: 

The Greek word for “rule” is significant. It 
means to act as a judge or umpire. So 
Paul was telling the church that in the 
same way a modern day baseball umpire 
manages a game according to the rules, 
the Holy Spirit was to serve as the “umpire 
of their hearts,” and the Colossians were to 
make decisions in accordance with His 
calls. Christ wanted the Colossians to be 
committed to and ruled by the assurance 
given or not given by His Spirit as they 
sought to discern God’s will. In other 
words, His peace wasn’t supposed to be 
merely a part of their lives; it was to rule 
them, direct them, and govern everything 
they did. 

Shirer applies this principle to decisions about 
jobs, ministries, contractors, and career changes. 
Allegedly, just as a baseball umpire calls balls and 
strikes, the “peace in our hearts” gives us a green 
light or red light in confirming the voice of God for 
decision-making. Or as Joyce Meyer summarizes 
it, “The Bible says that peace is like an umpire that 
decides what is ‘safe’ or what is ‘out.’ No peace? 
It’s ‘out’! We are to let the inner harmony in our 
minds and souls rule and act as an umpire continu-
ally in our hearts, deciding and settling with finality 
all questions that arise in our minds.” 
 

Footnotes available in the book God Doesn’t Whisper by Jim Osman. 



Kootenai Community Church 
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AVAILABLE  
NOW! 

 
This book can be  

purchased at the church  
Welcome Table  

or on Amazon.com 

 

KCC Music Playlists 
Nix the noise and fill your ears with sound doc-

trine! Five theologically rich KCC Music Playlists 

are available for download on Apple Music or 

Spotify. Visit kootenaichurch.org/music to learn 

how to subscribe. 

Coming up… 
The Way of the Master 

EVANGELISM TRAINING 

COURSE 
 

Sundays starting in April 

at the church 
 

Contact Peter Hammond for details. 

FELLOWSHIP 
DINNERS 

New groups forming NOW! 
Runs January - April 

Email Angie 
at angiepcates@gmail.com, or go 
to kootenaichurch.org/fellowship  

to sign up. 

 


