
ence to a clear command was marked by cowardice. 
Gideon’s problem was not clarity. It was cowardice. 

HVG teachers tell us Gideon’s request regarding 
the 

 fleece was a desire to confirm an impression he 
had. There is nothing in the passage that even remote-
ly hints at that. At no point is it even suggested that 
Gideon was unclear regarding what God had told him. 

THE SIGN OF THE FLEECE 
After Gideon tore down the alter of Baal, “all the 

men of the city arose” and tried to kill him for desecrat-
ing their idol (6:30). Joash, Gideon’s father, refused to 
deliver his son over to them. The Midianites along with 
the Amalekites and the “sons of the east” assembled in 
the valley of Jezreel (6:33-35) to attack Israel.  

This was Gideon’s opportunity! The deliverance 
promised by the angel of the Lord was finally imminent. 
But, Gideon wanted one more sign. He asked for one 
more proof that God would keep His word and deliver 
Israel from their Midianite oppressors. Judges 6:33-40 
says: 

Then all the Midianites and the 
Amalekites and the sons of the 
east assembled themselves; 
and they crossed over and 
camped in the valley of Jezre-
el. So the Spirit of the LORD 
came upon Gideon; and he 
blew a trumpet, and the Abi-
ezrites were called together to 
follow him. He sent messen-
gers throughout Manasseh, 
and they also were called to-
gether to follow him; and he 
sent messengers to Asher, 
Zebulun, and Continued on page 2 
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Gideon fully understood what God had promised 
and commanded. He commanded Gideon to deliver 
the people from Midianite oppression and promised 
His presence and power toward that endeavor. Gideon 
didn’t receive an impression. He had a direct audible 
conversation with the angel of the Lord. God didn’t 
whisper the command to his heart. He spoke it to Gid-
eon’s face. Gideon didn’t sense a “feeling” or a 
“nudging.” He didn’t “feel led” by God through a recur-
ring thought. Rather, the Lord manifested Himself to 
Gideon, face to face, and had an audible, intelligible 
conversation in which He told Gideon, in no uncertain 
terms, what he was to do. 

Third, there was nothing to be confirmed. God 
hadn’t been unclear. Though HVG (Hearing the Voice 
of God) teachers claim Gideon is a precedent for 
“confirming” God’s revelation to us, there was nothing 
for Gideon to confirm. He knew exactly what God ex-
pected of him. Contrary to the unfounded claims of 
Robert Morris, God didn’t whisper to Gideon’s heart 
through a vague impression. Gideon had a full and 
clear conversation with the angel of the Lord. 

He didn’t ask for a sign out of humble faith but out 
of fear and doubt. Twice he argued with the Lord 
(6:13, 15) and three times he requested a sign (6:17, 
37-40). After receiving a clear command to “pull down 
the altar of Baal” (6:25), Gideon obeyed and “did it by 
night” under the cover of darkness because “he was 
too afraid of his father’s household and the men of the 
city to do it by day” (6:27). Even Gideon’s act of obedi-
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anite camp so he would be strengthened by overhear-
ing a conversation between two warriors (7:9-18). 

Second, Gideon asked for two separate and dis-
tinct signs. He first asked that the fleece be wet and the 
ground dry. Then, on the subsequent night, Gideon re-
quested the opposite. These were not one 
“confirmation” but two separate events. 

Third, these were miraculous events, not natural 
happenings. A wet fleece and dry ground wasn’t an or-
dinary happening, but a supernatural sign, a miraculous 
wonder that God wrought, contrary to the laws of na-
ture, to satisfy Gideon’s request. 

Gideon, while doubting and fearful, clearly under-
stood the command of God. He requested twice that 
God perform a miraculous sign to confirm what he al-
ready knew. 

A MODEL FOR US? 
Does this sound like a model for us? According to 

Morris, Willard, and others, Gideon is an example for 
the obedient, humble, and faithful Christian unclear 
about God’s direction. Allegedly, this is another means 
by which we hear God’s voice whispered to us. The ex-
amination of the narrative thus far is sufficient to 
demonstrate that the account of Gideon is stretched 
pretty thinly by HVG teachers. There are many prob-
lems with using Gideon as a model for modern day 
“confirmations.” 

First, though the actions of Gideon are described in 
Scripture, they aren’t prescribed by Scripture. Not eve-
rything recorded in the Bible is intended to be a model 
for our own actions or experience. The Bible describes 
numerous events, actions, and experiences not intend-
ed to be patterns for us. Any sober-minded and discern-
ing reader of Scripture must recognize this basic truth if 
they have any hope of making sense of what Scripture 
teaches.  

The Bible describes Jesus walking on water, rais-
ing the dead, and multiplying bread and fishes. It de-
scribes Jesus’ encounters with the demonic, His exor-
cisms, and His death on the cross, but we aren’t com-
manded to duplicate any of them. Moses parted the 
Red Sea, struck a rock for water, and had a conversa-
tion with God in a burning bush, but these should never 
be interpreted as normative experiences for the believ-
er. Elijah killed the prophets of Baal, and Paul struck a 
magician blind for his opposition to the gospel. Only the 
most extreme and undiscerning reader would think 
these are the normative experiences of believers. Why 
should we think Gideon’s request for a divine sign is 
intended as a model for us? Why do HVG teachers 
think this is a model and not King Saul’s consultation 
with a medium (1 Samuel 28)? They make a distinction 
between what is described and what is prescribed con-
cerning King Saul, but their discretion vanishes with 
Gideon. 

Second, there is no command in Scripture to follow 
this model. The apostles never cite Gideon as a model 
for decision-making or confirming God’s will. Scripture 
doesn’t promise God will “confirm” His 

Naphtali, and they came up to meet them. 
Then Gideon said to God, “If You will deliver 
Israel through me, as You have spoken, be-
hold, I will put a fleece of wool on the thresh-
ing floor. If there is dew on the fleece only, 
and it is dry on all the ground, then I will know 
that You will deliver Israel through me, as You 
have spoken.” And it was so. When he arose 
early the next morning and squeezed the 
fleece, he drained the dew from the fleece, a 
bowl full of water. Then Gideon said to God, 
“Do not let Your anger burn against me that I 
may speak once more; please let me make a 
test once more with the fleece, let it now be 
dry only on the fleece, and let there be dew 
on all the ground.” God did so that night; for it 
was dry only on the fleece, and dew was on 
all the ground.  

There we have it! That’s the pattern promoted by 
HVG teachers as the God-given method for confirming 
personal divine revelation and guidance. Following 
HVG teachers, Christians pray for divine guidance by 
asking God to use similar fleeces to confirm what they 
suspect God might be whispering to them. 

“Lord, if you want me to take the job in Atlanta, 
then let the Falcons win the football game this week-
end. If you want me to take the job in Texas, then let 
the Cowboys win.” 

“Lord, if you want us to buy this house, then when 
we arrive with the realtor, let there be blue carpet 
somewhere in the house. I will take blue carpet as a 
sign that buying this house is Your will.” 

“Lord, if Sue is the woman You want me to marry, 
then let her be wearing a dress at church this Sunday. 
If she is wearing pants, I’ll take that as a sign she is 
not the one for me.” 

And so it goes. Life-altering decisions have been 
made on the basis of circumstantial happenings. God’s 
will and whispers are allegedly confirmed through 
signs and circumstances, treated as divinely authorita-
tive confirmations from God. 

Note three observations regarding Gideon’s fleece 
from the narrative of Judges 6. 

First, it deserves restating that Gideon was fully 
aware of what God had commanded and promised. 
We see that in the words Gideon used: “If You will de-
liver Israel through me, as You have spoken,…” (v. 36) 
and, “Then I will know that You will deliver Israel 
through me, as You have spoken” (v. 37). Gideon did-
n’t lack clarity regarding the revelation. He didn’t need 
to confirm anything. The command had been so un-
mistakably clear that Gideon feared asking for a sign, 
since it might cause the anger of God to burn against 
him: “Do not let Your anger burn against me” (v. 39). 

Gideon’s request for a sign wasn’t an act of confi-
dent faith but of cowardly fear. Doubt and disbelief in-
spired Gideon’s request, not faith and humility. Even 
after God twice answered the request for signs, Gide-
on was still fearful. God directed him toward the Midi-

Continued on page 7 



 

 

Sunday 
School  

begins at  
9:30 a.m. 

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS: 
Currently, David Henke is teaching through 1 John. Jess 
will continue through Judges and Cornel will resume Daniel 
Chapter 7 very soon. The mixture of New and Old Testa-
ment teaching is especially encouraging, fostering a deeper 
understanding of both daily living for Christ and what is to 
come in the future.  
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>>>Garden of Readin’ 

Women’s Ministry <<< 

Thoughts on reading by Spurgeon… 

Give yourself unto reading. The man who never reads will never be read; he 
who never quotes will never be quoted; he who will not use the thoughts of oth-
er men’s brains proves that he has no brains of his own! Brothers and Sisters, 
what is true of ministers is true of all our people. You need to read. Renounce as 
much as you will all light literature, but study as much as possible sound theo-
logical works, especially the Puritan writers, and expositions of the Bible.  

Please contact Jenny Leo (208-610-2520) 
about donations or any library-related matter. 

 

 
 

KCC Ladies’ Christmas Tea 

Saturday, Dec. 4, 1:00-4:00 p.m. 

At the church 

SANTA PAUSE 

By 
Justin Peters 

How should Christians handle the 
often thorny issue of Santa Claus? 
In this book, Justin Peters will 
provide a history of Santa as well 
as a biblical thesis for us to give 
pause to Mr. Claus.  

Now available in the foyer for $3. 

 

THANKSGIVING 
 

DINNER FOR EVERYONE! 
 

at KCC 
Thursday, Nov. 25, 12-3 p.m. 

 
 

Turkey and ham  
will be provided  

and everyone can bring a 
side dish and dessert. 

 

 
 
 

If you'd like to join us, please 
RSVP by November 17  

to Peter & Amanda Hammond  
at 406-830-7002 or 

  mrshammondcc@gmail.com. 



 
 
 

 

>>>Kootenai Thunder 

kootenaithunder.com 
For the most current information, please check our website and Facebook page.   

Kootenai Classifieds >>> 

SCHOLARSHIP  
DONATIONS  

We have a scholarship 
fund for families that 
are unable to afford the 
player fee. If you would 
like to donate specifi-
cally to that, contact 
Diedre Osman. 

Christmas 
Wreaths 

 

For prices 
Call Andrea Kinne  

208-265-0102 
This is a landline. 

To have your items 
listed in this section, 
please get the infor-

mation to Lisa Slippy by 
the 15th of the month 
prior to publication. 

Email her at  
lisaslippy 

@gmail.com  

Student Ministries <<< 

 

Volleyball has come 
to an end with some 

very fun end-of-
season tourna-

ments.  What a great 
way to finish 

strong!   

Frozen  
Blueberries 

 

$10/gallon 
Excellent for  

smoothies and pies! 
 

Call/text Lisa Slippy  
208-265-4997 

FARM FRESH  
ANGUS-HEREFORD BEEF 

hamburger for sale. 100% grass 
pasture raised. No hormones. $4 

per lb.  Comes in 1 ½  pound pack-
ages.  No amount too large or 

small.   
Call/text Tim Shields   

208-946-1256 

HANDMADE COLD 
PROCESS SOAP 

4.5oz bars, made with 
essential or fragrance oils. 

$4 each,  
sold in sets of six or nine. 

Call/text  
Allie Ricci 

208-603-7014 

BASKETBALL IS STARTING! 
We are now gearing up for our JV and 
Varsity Girls & Boys Basketball sea-
son.  There is still time to join!  If you’re in-
terested, please contact Tracy Jensen at 
mtjfive@yahoo.com or 208-290-7898.    

Practice starts 
November 8! 

November 
 3  Bible Studies at KCC, 7:30-9 p.m. 

10 Youth Group at KCC, 7-9 p.m. 

17 Bible Studies at KCC, 7:30-9 p.m. 

24 No Youth Meetings! Happy Thanksgiving! 

Psalm 28:7 
The LORD is my strength 

and my shield; 
    in Him my heart 

trusts; 
so I am helped, and my 

heart exults, 
    and with my song I 
give thanks to Him. 



 

  Church News <<< 

MEN’S FELLOWSHIP 
Monday, Nov. 8 

 Monday, Nov. 22 

 6:00 p.m., at KCC 

>>>Adventure Club News 
Questions?  Talk to Dave & Diane Rich at (208) 265-2997 or dianeerich@gmail.com 

MIDWEEK BIBLE STUDY 
Wednesdays at the church, 7:00 p.m. 

 

This Bible study is for everyone!  Led 
by Jeff Miller and Bryan Wood,  we are 

studying the book of Jude. 

HAVE YOU SIGNED UP TO BE IN THE 

ONLINE CHURCH DIRECTORY? 
 

If not... 
Please give your information to Kathy Conger or email her at 

secretary@kootenaichurch.org.  
Also email her a photo! 

 
Only those in the directory will be able to 

access the online directory. 

CLUB NEWS 
 

Over 100 children have 
registered for or attended 
Adventure Club this year! 
 

We have 45 leaders serving 
each Friday night. 

CAN WE STILL SIGN  
OUR KIDS UP? 

INVITE FRIENDS? 
Yes, you can!  We are still 
accepting new clubbers for all 
ages right now.  We welcome 
children from KCC or from 
our community.  Friends are 
welcome to "try it out" for a 
night, to see if it's a fit for 
them. 

CAN I BE A PART OF AC  
WITHOUT BEING A LEADER? 

Yes, you can!   
*Pray for our club, for the leaders and the children 
who attend. 
*Invite neighbors and friends to attend.  There are 
brochures to hand out at the Welcome Table. 
*Sponsor a child or a family who cannot afford to 
register ($60/$120). 
*Provide stamps or funds for mailing a flyer each 
month. 
*Provide funds for prizes and candy. 

ANSWERING YOUR QUESTIONS! 

CARE PACKAGES 
for those in college and in the military 
 
Collections for these care packages 
will be in the foyer during the month 
of November.  See the bulletin insert 
or the bulletin board for more infor-
mation, or contact Andrea Kinne. 

 Are more Leaders Needed? 
We'd love to have more male leaders 
in our 4th - 6th grade age group, and a 
couple more adults in our 1st - 3rd 
grade age group.  We know that God 
will provide these Leaders in His tim-
ing.  If you have attended KCC for a 
year, or are already a member, and 
love children, you are eligible to be an 
Adventure Club Leader.  Talk to Dave 
and Diane if you are interested in 
plugging in. 



Word through circumstantial tests. In the New Testa-
ment, the apostles speak freely about knowing and do-
ing the will of God, but they never once suggest it can be 
discerned by Gideon-like fleeces. 

Third, other than Gideon, there are no examples of 
such “fleeces” anywhere in Scripture. If this were intend-
ed as a model for believers, we would expect to see it 
numerous times in Scripture. We would expect to find it 
taught and modeled in the New Testament. We require 
instruction on fleeces: when to use a fleece, what kinds 
of fleeces to use, and how to avoid a “false positive.” 
There is nothing in Scripture providing this necessary 
instruction. 

Fourth, it’s clear that modern HVG teachers misuse 
the example of Gideon. They claim Gideon’s fleece test 
was motivated by faith and humility. It wasn’t. They claim 
“putting out a fleece” will confirm an uncertain private 
revelation. Gideon was already certain of what God had 
said. They claim this is a method for modern decision-
making. Gideon wasn’t trying to make a decision. 

HVG teachers don’t get the details of Gideon’s 
fleece right. They claim God will indicate which of two 
alternatives we are to choose by confirming one over the 
other through circumstantial signs. If that were true, Gid-
eon’s fleece would have looked something like this: 
“Lord, if it’s Your will that I attack the Midianites, then let 
the ground be dry and the fleece wet. If it’s not your will 
for me to attack the Midianite camp, then let the ground 
be wet and the fleece dry.” That isn’t what Gideon did. 

He knew the obedient course because God had 
clearly revealed it to him. Gideon wanted another sign. 
After the sign was provided, he asked for yet another to 
confirm the exact same thing.  Ironically, while touting 
Gideon as a model, HVG teachers don’t follow his exam-
ple. 

Fifth, Gideon asked for a supernatural sign. On the 
first night he requested a wet fleece and dry ground. On 
the second night he asked that the ground be wet and 
the fleece dry. The answer to these requests involved 
supernatural intervention. Gideon requested a miracle 
not a common, ordinary happenstance. 

This isn’t what you typically hear Christians do to-
day. If Gideon is the model, then those who use fleeces 
to determine God’s will should follow it just as Gideon 
demonstrated. Most Christians will typically use lame 
fleeces - fleeces which are impotent, subjective, and re-
quire no miraculous intervention by God. These are co-
incidences or happenstance. 

Asking God to provide direction through a normal 
life event (an available parking space, someone answer-
ing a phone, the color of carpet in a house, etc.) requires 
no miraculous intervention. That isn’t following Gideon’s 
model! It is time for HVG teachers to up their game. If 
we expect God to speak today, just like in Bible times, 
and if we are going to expect God to confirm His Word 
through signs, then let’s go all in. Let’s follow Gideon’s 
example! 

Here is what a fleece should look like. “Lord, if you 
want me to take that job, then when I wake up tomorrow 
morning, let my cherry tree be loaded with apples hang-

ing from the branches.” Now THAT would be a Gideon-
like fleece! Or how about this: “Lord, if I am supposed 
to go on the missions trip, then make my car levitate 
off the ground.” Or, “Lord, if it is your will for me to start 
this ministry at church, then show me a sign - make 
water come out of this rock.” There’s at least biblical 
precedent for that (Exodus 17:1-7). If we really want to 
make our “confirmations” follow the biblical models, we 
should ask for God to turn rods into snakes (Exodus 
4:1-5), make the sun stand still (Joshua 10:13), or 
make a sundial move backwards (Isaiah 38:8). If 
you’re going to commit to Gideon’s model, then commit 
to Gideon’s model. Stop with the half measures and 
wimpy fleeces! Ask for confirmations that leave no 
room for doubt. 

That leads us to the sixth problem. Fleeces are 
liable to produce “false positives.” Mark Batterson rec-
ognizes this danger when he cautions, “If you don’t de-
fine the fleece, it’s easy to come up with false nega-
tives or false positives.” 

What good does a “confirmation” do if it’s prone to 
produce false results? The fleece is supposed to re-
move all doubt and confirm an impression, but it ends 
up producing no more certainty than all the other sub-
jective means of “hearing from God.” Since the terms 
of the fleece are chosen by the decision-maker, it’s im-
possible to know with certainty that God has actually 
answered. How are we to know if we have put the 
proper parameters in place given that Scripture offers 
no instruction on this? Why should we assume that if 
we dictate the proper construct of circumstantial signs, 
God is obligated to arrange our reality accordingly? 
What’s the proper construct of circumstantial signs? 

The absurdity of this practice is illustrated in an 
episode of The Simpson’s, where Homer is kneeling 
next to his bed praying: 

Dear Lord, the gods have been good to me 
and I am thankful. For the first time in my life 
everything is absolutely perfect the way it is. 
So here’s the deal: You freeze everything as it 
is and I won’t ask for anything more. If that is 
okay, please give me absolutely no sign. 
[pause] Okay, deal. In gratitude, I present to 
you this offering of cookies and milk. If you 
want me to eat them for you, please give me 
no sign. [pause] Thy will be done. 

Of course, Homer eats the cookies and milk.  
Many Christians, thinking they are following Gide-

on’s example, end up doing something very similar. 
They construct a fleece scenario that confirms what 
they want to hear God say to them. How can you ever 
be sure you haven’t “loaded” the test in a manner that 
would produce an inaccurate outcome? How can you 
be sure that Satan isn’t keeping you from God’s best 
by tricking you into a “false negative” or a “false posi-
tive”? There is only one way to know for sure - ask for 
a real Gideon-like sign. It has to be a miracle! 

The entire HVG paradigm is fraught with subjec-
tive uncertainty and confusion. Why anyone would 
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Now faith is the 
assurance of 

things hoped for, 
the conviction 
of things not 

seen. 
Hebrews 11:1 

Footnotes available in the book God Doesn’t Whisper by Jim Osman. 

trust these methods for a “clear word from God” shall 
forever remain a mystery to me. 

A LAST WORD ON GIDEON 
There is one final issue regarding Gideon that 

we must address, namely, “How does everything I 
have written in this chapter fit the mention of Gideon 
in Hebrews?” The New Testament mentions Gideon 
and it seems contrary to what I have written of him 
here. Outside Judges 6-8, there is only one mention 
of Gideon in the rest of the Bible: “And what more 
shall I say? For time will fail me if I tell of Gideon, 
Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and 
the prophets” (Hebrews 11:32). 

Gideon is listed in the “Faith Hall of Fame,” 
among other great examples of faith including, Able, 
Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Moses, Joshua, and Rahab. 
So, if Gideon is listed as a hero of faith (whom the 
author of Hebrews seems to suggest is worthy of em-
ulating), how can I say he was fearful and not worthy 
of emulating? It does appear that my description of 
Gideon runs contrary to that in Hebrews 11:32. 

I am not suggesting nothing in Gideon’s life is 
worth emulating. I am saying that his fearful request 
for confirming signs is not worthy of emulating. Gide-
on is commended for an act of faith, namely, he final-
ly believed God would deliver Midian into his hands 
(Judges 7:15-18) and attacked the Midianite camp 
with only 300 men, just as God had directed (Judges 
7:1-8). Gideon’s obedience, even after so many 
doubts, is a commendable act of faith. By it, he 

“conquered kingdoms” and “put foreign armies to 
flight” (Hebrews 11:33-34). Gideon’s request for a sign 
wasn’t an act of faith and isn’t commended by the author 
of Hebrews. 

If one is going to argue that Gideon’s act of faith in 
attacking Midian makes everything else he did a model 
worth following, then do you also commend his idolatry 
(8:22-26), polygamy (8:30), and adulterous fornication 
(8:31)? Gideon’s obedience by which he defeated Midi-
an was commendable. Doubting God’s Word and asking 
for signs was not! 

Gideon was a deeply flawed man, just like the other 
men listed alongside him in Hebrews 11: Barak, Sam-
son, Jephthah, David, and Samuel. He serves as both a 
positive example (obey in faith) and a negative example 
(avoid idolatry and adultery). He is a vivid reminder of 
what God can do through mere men, even deeply flawed 
and doubting men. His act of obedient faith is praisewor-
thy. His fearful doubting of God’s promise isn’t. Gideon’s 
fleece is an example of the latter. 


