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Troas. He could have stayed indefinitely. It was 
an open door! 

He left. Paul left the open door opportunity 
in Troas to find Titus. When presented with an 
open door for service in Ephesus, Paul stayed. 
When presented with an open door for service 
in the gospel of Christ in Troas, Paul left for 
Macedonia. 

Wait! What?! How could he do that? If an 
open door is a clear voice from God, then how 
could Paul disobey it? According to Batterson, 
for Paul to ignore the open door is to ignore the 
God who gave him that sign! If what HVG ad-
vocates teach is true, Paul’s departure for Mac-
edonia constitutes a high-handed act of disobe-
dience! He was disobeying God’s clear direc-
tion revealed in the open door! 

To counter, HVG teach-
ers might argue that since 
Paul had “no rest in his spir-
it,” he shouldn’t have taken 
the open door. Willard, for 
example, would say this is 
an example of not being led 
by only an open door, but 
allowing an inner prompting 
to provide guidance. Howev-
er, Paul’s restless spirit was-
n’t an “inner prompting” or 
“still small voice.” He was 
looking for Titus and awaiting 
a report on the Corinthian 
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TITUS OR TROAS? 
2 Corinthians 2:12–13: “Now when I came to 

Troas for the gospel of Christ and when a door was 
opened for me in the Lord, I had no rest for my spir-
it, not finding Titus my brother; but taking my leave 
of them, I went on to Macedonia” (Emphasis mine). 

This second passage is no more friendly to 
HVG (Hearing the Voice of God) theology. The ac-
count of this journey is found in Acts 20. After the 
uproar in Ephesus (Acts 19) Paul exhorted the dis-
ciples and took leave of them “to go to Macedo-
nia” (Acts 20:1). It appears Paul sent Titus to Cor-
inth to deliver a letter (2 Corinthians 7:5-16)
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Though the details of their arrangement aren’t ex-
plicitly recorded in Scripture, we can surmise that 
Paul left Ephesus expecting to meet up with Titus in 
Troas
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Paul spent 7 days in Troas, presumably waiting 
for Titus to arrive with news on the situation in Cor-
inth. While there, on the first day of the week, Paul 
gathered together with the believers for a time of 
teaching. He taught until after midnight (Acts 20:6-
12) to an eager and spiritually-hungry group who 
enthusiastically welcomed him. As in Ephesus, the 
needy church proved to be “a door opened in the 
Lord.” Paul had a great opportunity for service in 

SEPTEMBER 
1 Youth Group Meet and Greet 
1    Midweek Bible Study Begins 
9    Evening Ladies’ Bible Study Begins 
13 Morning Ladies’ Bible Study Begins 
18 Women’s Fall Brunch 
26  Evangelism Training, see p. 7 for details 



pray, and plan for the eventual accomplish-
ment of the goal. This approach is clearly 
demonstrated in Paul’s attempts to visit 
Rome. (Romans 1:10–13)
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PRACTICAL PROBLEMS 
HVG teaching on “open doors” is fraught with 

problems. 
First, the biblical teaching is opposite to what is 

taught by HVG teachers. They claim that a path 
free of obstacles constitutes an open door. Paul’s 
open door was abounding with “many adversaries.” 
HVG teachers claim an open door is an indicator of 
God’s will. Paul walked away from an open door to 
pursue other concerns. HVG teachers must either 
say that Paul was disobedient to the voice of God 
or they must admit that their teaching on “open 
doors” is contrary to Scripture. 

Second, Scripture neither teaches nor models 
this approach to decision-making. The Bible rec-
ords the decisions and actions of hundreds of peo-
ple making thousands of history-altering decisions. 
Not once did anyone look for “open doors” and 
make a decision on that basis. 

If this means of hearing God’s voice were as 
important as HVG teachers claim, it would be given 
prominent discussion in Scripture. These three ref-
erences are all we find and none of them teach an-
ything close to the HVG methodology. Yet, this 
doesn’t keep HVG teachers from writing entire 
chapters on how to recognize, evaluate, test, and 
double-check “open doors” for the voice of God. 

Third, treating “open doors” as the voice of 
God makes us susceptible to deception and/or der-
eliction of duty. How do we know if an “open door” 
is God’s voice or a satanic deception? Maybe the 
devil is trying to lure us away from God’s best 
through a temptation cleverly disguised as an 
“open door.” Or what if the devil creates difficulty to 
disguise an open door as a closed one? 

HVG teachers would say this is why “open 
doors” by themselves aren’t adequate indicators of 
the will of God and must be confirmed with inner 
impressions and Scripture. However, impressions 
can be deceiving. How do I know the same devil 
making an “open door” isn’t also whispering in my 
ear? If I am “checking” my open door by my “inner 
prompting” and checking my “inner prompting” by 
the “open door,” where is the safeguard against 
deception? They can’t claim Scripture is the safe-
guard since, according to them, Scripture is only a 
“general word” from God with nothing to say con-
cerning my specific situation. 

church. He didn’t get a whisper telling him to leave 
Troas. He was moved by circumstantial concerns 
that pressed upon him a greater priority than min-
istry in Troas. Paul evaluated his options and 
made a wise decision in light of his circumstances 
and concerns.  

Clearly he didn’t regard an “open door” as a 
divine mandate. He didn’t believe passing up an 
open door was passing up God’s best, or ignoring 
the God who gave him a sign. In fact, Paul didn’t 
regard the open door as a sign at all. For Paul, an 
“open door” was an opportunity for fruitful service 
and nothing more. He weighed the opportunity in 
light of pressing concerns and chose to pass it up. 
As Greg Koukl so aptly puts it, “Although God may 
have given him an opportunity, Paul did not con-
sider the opportunity itself as a directive from 
God.”
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All we can say about “open doors” in Scripture 
is that they are “gospel opportunities.” They don’t 
constitute divine guidance or direction. An open 
door is an opportunity that can be acted on or ig-
nored, depending on other factors. 

A COLOSSIAN PRAYER 
Colossians 4:3: “…praying at the same time 

for us as well, that God will open up to us a door 
for the word, so that we may speak forth the mys-
tery of Christ, for which I have also been impris-
oned.” 

The mention of “open door” to the Colossians 
doesn’t prove the HVG claims either.  Paul was 
describing his desire for an opportunity to proclaim 
the gospel (“the mystery of Christ”), the very thing 
that led to his imprisonment in the cause of Christ. 
The reference to God opening a door had nothing 
to do with hearing the voice of God. It refers to 
Paul preaching God’s Word, not hearing God’s 
voice. He was praying for an effective opportunity 
for gospel ministry, not guidance in decision-
making. 

If you are curious what Scripture says about 
“closed doors,” Garry Friesen perfectly summariz-
es it: 

The need for open doors certainly implies 
the existence of closed doors, though 
Scripture never uses the term. Paul did 
not have a “closed door” mentality. If he 
was sovereignly prevented from pursuing 
a sound plan, he simply waited and tried 
again later. He did not view a blocked en-
deavor as a “closed door” sign from God 
that his plan was faulty. He accepted the 
fact that he could not pursue that plan at 
that time. Yet he continued to desire, Continued on page 7 



 

PROMOTION SUNDAY IS SEPTEMBER 5 
Here are your AWESOME teachers! 

 

PreK-K: Katie Moon and Angie Cates, assisted by Amanda Hammond  

1st & 2nd Grade: Mark and Holly Haymond 

3rd & 4th Grade: Melody Lynch and Sara Joy Rasor, assisted by Hannah Duchow, 

 Jenny Stevens, and Jenna Hardman 

5th & 6th Grade:  Diane Rich, assisted by Kathy Conger and Gina Hall 

7th-9th Grade:  Taryn Adams, assisted by Jennifer Barba 

10th-12th Grade:  Jay Cates, assisted by Jana Cates 

Young Adults (ages 18-28):  Dave Rich, assisted by Ed Barba 

Adult:  Cornel Rasor, Jess Whetsel, Jeff Miller, Jim Osman, David Henke 

Sunday 
School  

begins at  
9:30 a.m. 

 

The primary purpose of Bonner Gospel Mission is to see God move and save the 
souls of those coming in. We believe and uphold the “Good News” (Gospel), 
that JESUS CHRIST died to free all who will receive His gracious pardon and 
have eternal life with God!  
 

Also, our purpose is to help meet the natural needs of those coming into the Bon-
ner Gospel Mission with food, shelter, and clothing. 
 

Your support is important to our work at Bonner Gospel Mission. There are a 
couple of ways you can contribute towards our causes, and every little bit that 
you commit goes a long way in helping us fulfill our mission.  
 

There is a bin in the foyer of the church if you would like to donate non-
perishable foods. You can also donate at www.bonnergospelmission.org/donate. 



 
>>>Garden of Readin’ 

Women’s Ministry <<< 

>>>Cocolalla Bible Camp  
Please visit the camp website at clbcamp.org for more details. 

Living by the Book 

by Howard G. Hendricks and William D. Hendricks 
 
September often brings renewed energy to study our Bibles. (Maybe it’s all that back-

to-school talk!)  If you’re looking for a simple, effective method for personal Bible 

study, this book will help you engage with Scripture in a systematic way. Step by step, 

the authors show you how to observe, interpret, and apply Scripture to your own life.  

Find Living by the Book in the Bible Reference section. 

Please contact Jenny Leo (208-610-2520) 
about donations or any library-related matter. 

 

 

Women’s Bible Study  
 
 

There are two options 
Monday mornings, 9:00 a.m. 
Thursday evenings, 6:30 p.m. 
 

--Both studies will be meeting at the church. 
 

--You MUST sign up at the Welcome Table. 
 

--Both studies begin after Labor Day. 

 

Women’s Fall Brunch 
Saturday, September 18, 9:30 a.m. 

~Come for a casual 
time of fellowship, 
delicious brunch, short 
devotional, and chance 
to get to know each 
other!~ 

*at the church 

*childcare provided 

STAMP CAMP 
September 10-11 

 
Stamp, stamp, stamp till you cramp! 

 

Bring your supplies, your enthusiasm, and your friends! 
We will have workshops to teach new techniques, a great speaker, and lots of time for stamping! 
Door prizes! Fun! Fellowship!  SEE YOU THERE! 
Time: Register at 4:00 p.m. Friday; Ends 7:00 p.m. Saturday 
For: Ladies age 13 and up 
Cost: Contact the office 
Note: There will be a 6.25% administrative fee added to the total registration cost. 

MEAL MINISTRY 
Our church is a body, and we help one another as 
needs arise. One practical way we do this is 
through the Meal Ministry. Andrea Kinne organiz-
es meals to be delivered for new mothers, for 
those who have had surgery, and others in need. 
Please call her at 208-265-0102. 



 
 
 
 

>>>Kootenai Thunder 

kootenaithunder.com 
For the most current information, please check our website and Facebook page.   

Kootenai Classifieds >>> 

Homegrown Garden Goods 
 

Basil, Carrots, Beets, Onions, etc. 
 

For prices call  
Andrea Kinne 208-265-0102 

This is a landline so texts will go nowhere. 

To have your items listed in 
this section, please get the 

information to Lisa Slippy by 
the 15th of the month prior to 

publication. Email her at  
lisaslippy@gmail.com.  

Student Ministries <<< 

Starting on September 15, players will be taking orders 

for dozens of Krispy Kreme donuts.   

Delivery will be on October 1. 

Ask your favorite player for more information! 

Supporting Thunder has never been so SWEET! 

FALL SPORTS UPDATE 
Volleyball is under way and we had a great turn-
out. Please be in prayer for the coaches, players and 
families as the season gets busy.  
 
We are looking ahead to next year’s boys soccer 
team and our goal is to find coaches and players to 
bring that sport back strong. If you have any interest 
in this, please contact Tracy Jensen.   

If you would like to come cheer on our teams,  
you can find the game schedule on our  

website: kootenaithunder.com . 
Follow us on our Facebook page! 

SEPTEMBER 
1   Youth Group Meet and Greet 

  7:30-9 p.m. 

8  Youth Group 

  7-9 p.m. 

15 Guys’ and Girls’ Bibles Studies 

 7:30-9 p.m. 

22 Youth Group 

 7-9 p.m. 

Cause me to understand  
the way of your precepts, 

    that I may meditate  
on your wonderful deeds.  

Psalm 119:27 All youth meetings (youth group and Bible studies)  
will be meeting at KCC for this school year. 

 

Give me understanding, 
so that I may keep your law  

and obey it with all my heart.  
Psalm 119:34 



 

  
Church News <<< 

MEN’S FELLOWSHIP 
Monday, Sept. 13 

 Monday, Sept. 27 

 6:00 p.m., at KCC 

>>>Adventure Club News 

Leader Training . . . was awesome!  We have 45 leaders signed up to work in Adventure Club 
this coming year, and we met as a group on August 13.  We ate pizza together, had a general 
training about some changes to the club, and then specialized training as we broke into the 
three club age groups.  What a blessing to serve Christ in this way.  We are thankful for those 
who desire to serve Him in Adventure Club.  

MIDWEEK BIBLE STUDY 
Wednesdays at the church 

STARTS SEPTEMBER 1, 7:00 p.m. 
 

This Bible study is for everyone!  Led by 
Jeff Miller and Bryan Wood,  we will be 
studying the book of Jude.   

 

SIGN UP AT THE WELCOME TABLE. 

Club Directors  
Questions about Adventure Club?  Talk 
to one of these people! 
 

Trackers Directors (ages 3-5)   

Peter and Amanda Hammond 
 

Scouts Director (Grades 1-3)   

Ben Bryan 
 

Trailblazers Directors (Grades 4-6) 

Jamie Slippy and Kathy Conger 

WEEK OF ADVENTURE . . . WAS ADVENTUROUS! 
We held Week of Adventure August 23 - 27, and it 
was a great week!  We played games outside, had 
some amazing Bible lessons, welcomed many new 
families to our club, and were exhausted and exhila-
rated by Friday!  What a fun start to our year! 

Fall Club Year starts on September 10! 
This is our official fall start date, and we are excited to be back at the church every Friday 
night.  Adventure Club runs from 6:30 - 8:00 each night.  All children ages 3 years - 6th grade 
are welcome to attend.  We do need some church sponsors to cover the costs of children and 
families who cannot attend.  It is $60 for a child or $120 for a family.  If you'd like to be a part of 
this, you can give your donation to Dave & Diane Rich, or put it in the offering, marked AC. 

First Theme Night!  Superhero Night, on September 10! 
 

Adventure Club kids love theme nights!  It's a lot of fun to dress 
up, try and win a prize, and see how everyone else is dressed up!   

 
Leaders, let's participate! 

Please pray for our club. 
We ask everyone in our church body to pray for this children's weekly Bible Club. Pray for unchurched 
children to attend, and for them and their families who will hear the gospel. Pray for our leaders too! 

Questions?  Please talk to Dave & Diane Rich at (208) 265-2997 or dianeerich@gmail.com. 

Membership Classes 
October 16 and 23 

10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
At the church 

 
Lunch is provided. Childcare is not provided.  

 
PLEASE SIGN UP AT THE WELCOME TABLE.  



Fifth, this methodology does not provide the 
clarity and certainty that it promises. For instance, 
why should we assume obstacles are a sign of a 
closed door? Perhaps God wants you to push on 
closed doors. Might there be a reward for diligent 
perseverance toward a God-honoring goal in the 
face of difficulty? 

If you push and the door opens, how do you 
know God opened it and not the devil? Perhaps in 
your flesh you opened a door God had closed. May-
be if you had waited, God would have opened the 
door or even opened a different one. But how do 
you know when you have waited long enough?  

What if you push open a door God didn’t want 
open? What if Satan opens one? Can Satan close 
open doors or open closed doors? What if you are 
not paying attention and don’t see an open door? 
Are you in sin for not discerning God’s voice in 
open doors? 

I don’t mean to sound petty with these ques-
tions, but if HVG advocates are going to claim we 
should make life- and ministry-altering decisions 
based on “open doors” and “inner impressions,” 
these questions need to be answered. Scripture 
doesn’t provide answers to these questions be-
cause Scripture doesn’t teach this method of hear-
ing from God. HVG teachers must admit their meth-
od is subjective and thus inherently uncertain and 
dangerous. 

In order to bolster our confidence in their man-
made methodology, they suggest that we add 
Scripture to the mix. “Always check it against Scrip-
ture!” they remind us. Of course, they presuppose 
that Scripture is silent on the issues in question, 
which is the very reason they claim we need to hear 
the voice of God through “inner impressions” and 
“open doors.” What good is it to check the “open 
door” against Scripture if Scripture has nothing to 
say about it? 

Willard promises that the “three 
lights” (Scripture, open doors, and inner prompt-
ings) will give us the clear voice of God. But only if 
Scripture is inadequate do I need the other two. To 
compensate for what they perceive to be an inade-
quacy in Scripture, they offer a man-made system 
of subjective, confusing feelings and circumstances. 

Sixth, trying to discern the voice of God in 
“open doors” leads to confusing and conflicting 
messages. When trying to decide whether to go 
back to Bible college for a second year, the “voice 
of God in my circumstances” provided no help at all. 
Scripture didn’t give me personal direction on the 
issue, at least not the kind HVG teachers claim we 
need to make the right decision. There is no pas-

sage that specifically and directly addressed 
whether or not I should return the next school 
year. 

Further, there seemed to be a big “closed 
door” in front of me prohibiting my return, namely, 
I didn’t have any money for tuition. The only “open 
door” pointed home. I hadn’t received any “inner 
impressions.” I hadn’t heard any whispers. When I 
turned inward to my own heart, I had no “peace” 
either way. I didn’t feel peace about returning 
since I didn’t have money for tuition. I didn’t feel a 
peace about not returning because I really wanted 
to come back for more school. 
 Listening for the voice of God in places He has 
not promised to speak, inevitably creates this kind 
of subjective confusion.  

HAVE YOU SIGNED UP TO 
BE IN THE ONLINE 

CHURCH DIRECTORY? 
 

If not... 
Please give your information to 

Kathy Conger or email her at 
secretary@kootenaichurch.org.  

Also email her a photo! 
 

Only those in the directory will be able to 
access the online directory. 

Footnotes available in the book God Doesn’t Whisper by Jim Osman. 

The Way of the Master 

EVANGELISM TRAINING 

COURSE 
 

Sunday, Sept. 26 

1:30 p.m. 

At the church 

 
Contact  

Peter Hammond  
for details. 



Kootenai Community Church 
P.O. Box 593 
Kootenai, ID 83840 
 
208-255-5668 
kcc@nctv.com 
www.kootenaichurch.org 

Now faith is the 
assurance of 

things hoped for, 
the conviction 
of things not 

seen. 
Hebrews 11:1 

 

BABY BOTTLE 2021 FUNDRAISER 
 
 
 

Thank you for leading the charge on this 
year’s Baby Bottle Boomerang Fundrais-
er. We are so grateful for your hard work. 
We are pleased to inform you that God 
has multiplied your efforts, bringing our 
ministry over $88,000 this year! That is a 
35% increase from last year. We are so 
honored to serve in this ministry along-
side you and your church body. We know 
that we are only successful accomplish-
ing God’s will because we walk in the 
Spirit and work together in unity for His 
glory. Thank you for walking with us.  
 
 

Your church raised 
$7,296.37 this year. We 
thank you on behalf of our 
clients and their children. 
You are saving lives here 
and now, and for eternity.  

 

2nd Annual 
KCC Youth Craft Fair 

Saturday, October 9  
9:00 -11:00 a.m. 

 

Brainstorm, plan, and create now! Official 
vendor sign-up will be the end of Sep-
tember. Open to any KCC youth 
(preschool-12th grade). 
 
 

Sign up on or before October 1. 
 
 

Contact Katie Moon at 208-627-3871 for 
more details or to ask questions.    


