
HVG ON SIGNS 
Hearing the Voice of God (HVG) advocates have an elab-

orate system for receiving and interpreting extra-biblical revela-
tion. Central to their methodology is a reliance upon signs.1 

Priscilla Shirer claims, “Our lives are an ever-changing 
catalog of intricately woven personal inquiries that we each 
need divine direction to navigate accurately.”2 With so many 
choices to make, supposedly, Scripture is not sufficient. As 
Shirer states:  

Sure, you do have the Bible to consult for guidance, but 
you know you can’t just open it at random, taking verses 
out of context simply to affirm your own choices. You genu-
inely want to hear from God. You want to know whether the 
recent circumstances you’ve noticed around you are more 
than mere coincidence, or whether the comments you 
heard someone make to you might truly be a signal of 
God’s will and direction.3 

Allegedly, we must watch for the signs God drops in our 
path. Shirer speaks as if the only two options for receiving per-
sonal direction are “taking verses out of context”4 or reading 
God’s direction from circumstances 
and signs.  According to her, the Bible 
has nothing to say about the important 
decisions. We must “genuinely hear 
from God” through the signs He is 
persistently sending! In Discerning The 
Voice of God she encourages us to 
ask, “What persistent, internal stirrings 
have I sensed? And how is He corrob-
orating this message in other external 
ways?”5 

These external signs are 
“confirmations” of internal stirrings, or 
what she calls “the still small voice.” 
She says: 

When God speaks to you by the 
Holy Spirit with-
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When my children were younger, I was begrudgingly subjected 
to numerous episodes of “Blue’s Clues.” They would sit in rapt atten-
tion as a little animated, blue, spotted dog followed clues to solve 
problems or find treasures. Blue’s human companion, Steve, carried 
a notebook for writing down clues as they followed them to a solu-
tion. 

Does this sound intriguing? Well, it’s not. The target demo-
graphic for the program was either young children or adults with an 
IQ slightly lower than broccoli. I suspected watching the show was 
slowly turning my brain into mashed potatoes. It was enough to 
make watching CNN sound appealing. 

For years I believed the Christian life was a more spiritual ver-
sion of “Blue’s Clues” for adults. Life is filled with mysteries: “Which 
house should I buy?” “Which job should I take?” “What should I 
name my child?” I was convinced God had a will for me concerning 
these things and, if I were going to be obedient to Him, I needed to 
listen for Him to reveal it. Without any direct, individual, and specific 
guidance in Scripture, I needed God to reveal His will to me. I be-
lieved He would do this through extra-biblical means: impressions, 
still small voices, and, of course, signs. I am not talking about a Mel 
Gibson movie, but hints, clues, confluences of events that, when 
properly interpreted, would point me in the right direction. God would 
lay out the breadcrumbs, I would follow them into His will. 

What would this look like? It was a moving target. It might look 
different each and every day. A ringing phone might be a sign to call 
my mom. A Chinese word tattooed on the arm of the man next to me 
in the waiting room might be a sign I should have Chinese food for 
lunch. Hearing “Kokomo” by the Beach Boys in the elevator could be 
a divine directive to book a Caribbean cruise. 

Since the need for specific direction was constant, I needed to 
be alert, reading and heeding any sign that came my way. Anything 
and everything might be a sign. 



things spoken to us by other believers, among others. All these 
“confirmations” are used to validate an alleged “word from God” on 
an issue. The only thing Blackaby cautions against is seeking a mi-
raculous sign, which oddly enough, is the only thing that can give 
me 100% certainty on the validity of a message. In fact, it is the very 
thing Jesus cited to validate the divine origin of His words (John 
5:36; 10:25, 37-38; 14:10).17 

THE PROBLEM WITH SIGNS 
Does God speak to us through signs dropped like bread-

crumbs along life’s path? Is it necessary that we learn to read cir-
cumstances and signs to discern the will of God? It is my contention 
that this approach to hearing from God and making decisions is 
completely unbiblical and in most cases, spiritually dangerous. 
There are at least three very serious problems with this approach.  

First, this method is completely unbiblical, and I do mean com-
pletely. To establish this as a scriptural method for hearing the voice 
of God, HVG teachers need to demonstrate that it is both modeled 
and taught in Scripture. We find neither. 

There is no example in Scripture of someone reading signs or 
interpreting circumstances in an effort to discern the voice of God. 
There are no examples of saints figuring out God’s will by interpret-
ing clues from their surroundings and circumstances. You don’t read 
anything like this in Scripture: 

Paul woke up that morning thinking about Cyprus. In the 
marketplace he overheard two people talking about Cy-
prus. The next day he saw a ship leaving for Cyprus. 
Paul determined that God was getting “thematic” with 
him. He realized God was trying to get his attention and 
tell him something about Cyprus. Paul decided to go to 
Cyprus on his missionary journey. (Imaginations 15:12-
14) 
Moses didn’t decide to go to Egypt and lead the Exodus be-

cause he kept seeing references to Egypt in his surroundings. He 
didn’t interpret his circumstances and see a “theme” emerging.18 
Abraham didn’t leave Ur of the Chaldeans because God dropped a 
series of ambiguous hints his way. God spoke to him - audibly. He 
doesn’t need to use breadcrumbs, subjective impressions, and 
vague clues to guide His people. God doesn’t get “thematic” with 
us.19 

Scripture tells the stories of hundreds of men and women who 
traveled, moved, married, worshipped, started families, named their 
children, built cities, waged war, engaged in commerce, started min-
istries, and made countless other decisions - all without following a 
trail of divine breadcrumbs. They lived their lives in obedience to the 
revealed Word of God, trusting that decisions made, and lives lived 
in obedience to God’s revealed moral will would glorify Him and 
advance His purposes. There isn’t one example of the modern HVG 
methodology being used. Not one. 

We do read of men and women making decisions and follow-
ing God’s will when He spoke,19 but that revelation was clear, audi-
ble, and unmistakable. It didn’t come in nudgings, impressions, and 
vague signs. 

Not only is there an absence of any examples, there is no clear 
biblical teaching of this method. If there were some clear teaching 
passages that described how this is done - what kinds of signs we 
should expect and how to interpret them - then we might have some 
justification for concluding that this method was used. If there were 
at least one passage that spelled this out in detail, then we would 
have some reason to believe the saints of old, the apostles, and the 
early church practiced it regularly. We might presume that even 

in and also confirms it by other means from without, 
then be on the lookout for His directions. If you notice a 
consistent message confirmed through the leading of 
the Holy Spirit, the Scripture, your circumstances, and 
other people . . . pay close attention. God is repeating 
Himself to make sure you get the message.6 

 She describes this concurrence of signs as God’s 
“persistence” or “His unrelenting attempts to speak to you and 
cause you to listen.”7 According to Shirer, the signs on the outside 
(circumstances and chance happenings) must line up with the per-
sistent internal inklings that we sense: “Persistent, internal inklings 
matched by external confirmation is often the way God directs be-
lievers into His will.”8 

In HVG theology, words, phrases, or topics appearing with 
regular frequency is God persistently talking to us. A repeating 
thought that lines up with events in our life is God’s attempt to get 
our attention. We are supposed to look for these themes. She cites 
an email received from Beth Moore that advised, “I know God is 
speaking to me about a certain matter when it seems like every-
thing I hear or read for a while points toward the same issue. Any-
time God gets ‘thematic’ with me, my ears start perking up.”9 Shirer 
finishes the chapter with this challenge: “Look for a theme or pat-
tern in both your spirit and external circumstances when discerning 
God’s leading.”10 

Mark Batterson agrees with Shirer saying: 

Can God speak audibly? Absolutely! But more often 
than not, He speaks in “sign language.” I know this 
makes those who try to live by “the letter of the law” a 
little uncomfortable, and I understand why. Signs can be 
subjective. We’d rather rely on sola Scriptura. The prob-
lem with that limitation is that God speaks via sign lan-
guage in Scripture.11 

By “sign language” Batterson means not just an alignment of 
life’s circumstances and repeated themes in our surroundings, but 
also “fleeces,” “open and closed doors,” internal peace, dreams, 
and visions.12 He includes Moses’ burning bush and Balaam’s don-
key as examples of “signs.”13 

Henry Blackaby is not opposed to all forms of being led by 
“signs.” He teaches that God speaks to us through circumstances. 
He writes, “God does use circumstances to speak to us. But we 
will often be led astray if that is our only means of determining 
God’s directions.”14 Blackaby’s book is a manual on how to mine 
subtle signs for the voice and leading of God. He devotes a chap-
ter to the subject: “God Speaks through Circumstances.”15 

Blackaby offers caution against seeking a “miraculous sign” 
for a confirmation of God’s will, saying: 

Asking God for a sign, however, is often an indication of 
unbelief. . . . “Putting out a fleece” like Gideon is often a 
sign of your unbelief or an unwillingness on your part to 
trust God for an answer. 

When the scribes and Pharisees asked Jesus for a 
miraculous sign, Jesus condemned them as “an evil and 
adulterous generation” (Matt. 12:38-39). They were so 
self-centered and sinful, they could not even recognize 
that God was there in their midst. (See Luke 19:41-44.) 
Don’t be like that wicked and adulterous generation by 
seeking for miraculous signs to validate a word from 
God.16 

Yet, Blackaby’s book encourages us to seek after a multitude 
of non-miraculous signs to validate a word from God. He encour-
ages us to pursue signs in circumstances, interactions with others, 
our prayer life, verses of Scripture plucked from their context, and 
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Sunday 
School  

begins at  
9:30 a.m. 

“Simon Peter answered Him, ‘Lord, to whom shall we go? 
You have words of eternal life.  And we have already believed and 

have come to know that You are the Holy One of God.’” -John 6:68-69 
  
Praise: 
 We are grateful for the end of another school year!  It was a challenging year, but we are so glad that they were able to meet face to 

face with most of their teachers for a good part of the year.  We now have a freshman and a junior! 
 We celebrate our 7-year “Indoversary” living and serving in the country of Indonesia. 
 We serve with a great group of people here.  No one job is more important than another. 
 We were finally able to secure tickets to be able to take a short holiday in Bali. 
  
Prayer: 
 Internet is still not working well here in our part of the country.  We are on a VSAT, so we are able to have access to more than most. I 

am hoping this message finds its way to you! 
 My mom broke her wrist a few weeks back.  I am thankful that she is healing! 
 Pray for wisdom as we raise our family and for a transparent marriage. 
 Pray for wisdom for our leadership as they navigate paperwork, red tape, and other situations that can be difficult. 
  
He remains Faithful and True, 
Debbie for us all  
 

1st and 2nd Grade Class:  Mark and Holly Haymond, Teachers 
 Sunday mornings are always exciting in the 1st and 2nd grade Sunday school classroom! We 
usually begin our time together sharing highlights from the previous week (trips to exotic destinations 
like Iowa, an attack on the family chicken coop by a nocturnal prowler, birthday celebrations, etc). Af-
ter we’re all caught up on everyone’s news, we continue with prayer (we love hearing your children 
pray!), singing, and a short catechism designed for children. They have about two-thirds of the cate-
chism memorized so far and it is wonderful to see them recognize and appreciate these precious doc-
trines as they appear in our Bible story discussions. 
 We have been working through the book of Acts and the life of the early church for the past 
few weeks and I am always impressed by how well the children follow the stories from week to week. 
They delight in telling back the story we have read and illustrating it on the flannel board. A huge thank 
you to the parents of our wonderful students who have raised them to be bright, cheerful, eager learners 
that delight in the things of the Lord and His ways. Mark and I (Holly) are always blessed by our time 
with them!  



 
>>>Garden of Readin’ 

Women’s Ministry <<< 

>>>Cocolalla Lake Bible Camp  
Please visit the camp website at clbcamp.org for more details. 

Cleaning Out Your Bookshelves?  Part I 
 

The KCC library welcomes donations of books that support the mission of “expounding 
the Scriptures, equipping the saints, exalting the Savior.” Simply leave your donation in 
the library and let Jenny Leo know it’s there. We lack shelf space to house duplicates, as 
well as books that are “good” but not specifically Christian, so please refrain from donat-
ing old textbooks and copies of Oliver Twist. Also, if you spot an inappropriate book, it’s 
okay to remove it from the shelf, but tell us why so we can (a) update the database and 
(b) avoid that author or topic in the future. Finding books in the trash with no explanation 
isn’t terribly helpful. Thanks!  Please contact Jenny Leo (208-610-2520) 

about donations or any library-related matter. 

HAVE YOU SIGNED UP TO BE IN THE ONLINE  
CHURCH DIRECTORY? 

 

Please give your information to Kathy Conger or 
email her at  

secretary@kootenaichurch.org. 

Thursday Playgroup 
Moms with children 5 and under are invited to KCC on Thursday 
mornings from 9:30 a.m. -11:30 a.m. to visit and let the kids play! 
Coffee and tea provided! Please contact Emily 
Hill at 208-596-6904 with any questions.  

 

&

&

&

 

Baby Shower 
For Sarah Krahn and baby Gideon 

Monday, July 12, 6:30 p.m.  
          at the church 



 
 Student Ministries <<< 

>>>Kootenai Thunder 

For the most current information, please check our website and Facebook page.   
kootenaithunder.com 

Kootenai Classifieds >>> 

Student Ministries will take a break for the summer! Please be in prayer for our teens over the 
next few months. Thank you for your support and encouragement!  

Homegrown HERBS 
 

Did you know you can freeze or dehydrate 
herbs for year-round use? 

Available right now are: cilantro, pars-
ley, lovage, oregano; also, lettuce, kale, 

and mustard greens 
For prices call  

Andrea Kinne 208-265-0102 

To have your items listed in 
this section, please get the 

information to Lisa Slippy by 
the 15th of the month prior to 

publication. Email her at  
lisaslippy@gmail.com 

Kootenai Thunder Sports provides opportunities for students to participate in a team event with an emphasis on 
building Christian character while developing athletic skills. Soccer, volleyball, and basketball are offered to stu-
dents age 10 - 12th grade. Please view the website or contact Tracy Jensen (208-290-7898) for more information. 

Are you considering being baptized? 
 

KCC BAPTISM 
SERVICE 

July 24, 2:00 p.m. 
 

at Marley Campground at the conclu-
sion of the church campout 

 
Please contact Pastor Jim for 

details and counseling regarding this act 
of Christian obedience. 

MEN’S FELLOWSHIP 
Monday, July 5 and Monday, July 19        6:30 p.m., at KCC 

 
KCC SUMMER PICNIC 

AND BAPTISMAL SERVICE 
Saturday, July 24 

At Marley Beach Campground 
 

12:00 BBQ Potluck 
  2:00 Baptismal Service 
 

Bring:  side dish or dessert 
Provided: hamburgers with condiments 
and toppings 

SIGN UP AT THE WELCOME TABLE TODAY! 



 

    

KCC Campout, Picnic, and Baptismal Service 
July 21-24, 2021  

 

 

Schedule: 
July 21 (Wednesday) 

 2:00 p.m. Campground opens 

July 22-23 (Thursday and Friday) 

 All-day fun and relaxation 

July 24 (Saturday) 

 12:00 p.m. - BBQ/Potluck   

 2:00 p.m. - Baptism Service 

 7:00 p.m. -  Campout is over 

  Clean up and leave 

 

Activities 
Volleyball 
Swimming 

Croquet 
Extreme Croquet 

Boating 

Canoeing 
Fishing 

Relaxing 
Fellowshipping 

Games 
S'mores 

 

Directions 
The campground is 6 miles west from 
Division on Highway 2. Turn left on 
Smith Creek Rd., go over tracks, 
curve left, and enter the gated area on 
the right. Please do not park outside 
the gate. 

 

WHAT ELSE? 
You are welcome to come for all or part 

of the time. 
Marley Beach is a private campground 
along the Pend Oreille River, west of 
Dover. Here are some important 
things to note:  
    1) There will be a refrigerator on site 
for our use. This will be for storing 
food for the Saturday BBQ/Potluck. 
    2) Campfires are permitted in the 
campfire site next to the pavilion only. 
    3) There is running water and an 
outdoor shower for your convenience. 
    4) There is a boat launch on site. 
Feel free to bring your boat!   
    5) Dogs are not allowed! Sorry.   

More details available on the handout at the Welcome Table. 

SIGN UP  
AT THE  
WELCOME 
TABLE 

>>>Adventure Club 
*We are gearing up for Year 2, and we're excited for 
it! We hope to have 100 clubbers in this church on a 
Friday night before the end of the year!  
 

*We are purchasing the mailing lists for Kootenai and 
Ponderay, and will be mailing these households a flyer 
about Week of Adventure and Adventure Club in ear-
ly August! 
*Directors are getting together in July for a planning 
meeting, and we'll be tightening up a few things in our 
nightly schedule, and getting ready for more children.  

All-Leader Training 
  

Friday, August 13, 6:00 - 7:30 
at church   

We will eat pizza together as a group and 
then meet for a short training. 

Pre-registration for fall opens on July 1.  We 
are asking all church families to preregister, so 
that we'll have the funds to purchase the needed 
supplies for Year 2.  New clubbers cost is $60, 
new families cost is $120, and returning club-
bers can purchase just what they need - pins for 
the year ($15), book ($15), new shirt if moving 
up a club ($15), or satchel ($15). 

Week of Adventure!  
August 23 - 27  

This will be a great week, with 
games outside, exciting lessons, 
amazing snacks, and some in-

credible prizes! 

Would you like to be a part of this ministry?   
If you did not serve in AC this past year, but 
would like to serve this coming year, please 
contact Dave & Diane Rich immediately.  You 
can reach them on a Sunday morning, or at 

 (208) 265-2997, or dianeerich@gmail.com.  

Sponsors are needed!  If you'd like to sponsor 
a child or family for AC, please make out your 
check to KCC Adventure Club and place it in 
the church offering or give it to Dave & Diane 
Rich. We do have families who would like to 
attend, but who find it difficult to pay the regis-
tration fee. No children are turned away who 
cannot pay. 
Donations would be appreciated!  If you are 
able to donate stamps for mailing, or prizes, or 
candy for nightly rewards, or money toward the 
purchase of these items, it would all be much 
appreciated! 

mailto:dianeerich@gmail.com


though it isn’t modeled in great detail by way of example, it is clearly 
prescribed by means of instruction. 

There is no such passage. We have passages with lengthy teach-
ings on a multitude of issues central to Christian life and sanctification,21 
but can you think of one, just one, that spells out for us how to discern 
God’s voice in circumstances? Can HVG advocates cite one passage 
that commands us to seek guidance through hints and vague clues? Is 
there even one command to “seek the voice of God in your circumstanc-
es and surroundings”? No. 

 If this were essential to Christian living, as HVG teachers claim, 
we should expect entire chapters, even entire books of the Bible to be 
devoted to its explanation. We should expect to find principles elucidat-
ed, questions answered, and difficulties resolved. Yet, there is no in-
struction, not a word. As this section adequately demonstrates, the pas-
sages usually cited have nothing at all to do with hearing the voice of 
God outside Scripture. 

A SUBJECTIVE MUDDLE 
Second, this method of reading signs provides nothing but a hope-

lessly subjective mix of feelings, impressions, and inklings. The danger 
of this method lies in its encouragement to look inwardly to thoughts and 
impressions rather than to Scripture. It encourages us to regard our 
thoughts and impressions as a divinely-given, authoritative source of 
revelation concerning the will of God. 

It is common for HVG teachers to encourage their readers to write 
down their thoughts and impressions and spend time regularly praying 
over them.22 Henry Blackaby suggests keeping a spiritual journal saying, 
“If you’re not keeping a spiritual journal or diary, you need to. If the God 
of the universe tells you something, you should write it down. When God 
speaks to you in your quiet time, immediately write down what He said 
before you have time to forget.”23 Robert Morris says, “I encourage you 
to write down these impressions as well. Write down the thoughts that 
align with God’s Word that are encouraging you,”24 and, “I say listen and 
write because one of the best ways I’ve learned to hear the voice of God 
is to write down thoughts and prayers when I meet with Him.”25 

One never knows when that which might first appear to be a ran-
dom thought ends up being a “word from the Spirit.” By comparing our 
recorded impressions with the confluence of circumstances and outward 
indicators, we are supposedly able to sense when God is being 
“thematic” with us. HVG theology doesn’t direct people to the infallible 
and sufficient Word of God for wisdom and guidance. Instead, Christians 
are encouraged to take guidance from almost anything but Scripture. 
According to their view, Scripture gives “general principles” but is insuffi-
cient for guidance on the pressing, important, and daily issues we face. 

If you need an example of where this theology logically and inevi-
tably leads, I would remind you of the story Hybels tells in The Power of 
a Whisper. He describes one particularly tough time when he needed to 
“hear meaningful words from heaven.” 

One day a few summers ago, I decided to spend an after-
noon alone with God. I hopped on a boat, headed out on the 
lake and prepared to hear meaningful words from heaven. I 
sat there for an hour and heard nothing. I sat there for a sec-
ond hour and heard precisely nothing. Partway through hour 
number three, I thought, “I love being on the water, but 
what’s with the silence, God?” 

I was going through a tough time at Willow and desper-
ately needed a little encouragement from above. But hour 
after hour I sat there, hearing nothing but the wind and the 
waves. 

Just as I was ready to haul up the anchor and motor back 
toward the harbor, I saw a Bud Light beer can float by. I 
stood there staring at the can, wondering, “Is this a message 
from God? If so, what could it mean? Am I supposed to drink 
Bud Light? Am I supposed to tell my congregation not to 
drink Bud Light? Is there a message inside the can?” 

After a few wasted minutes of silent inquisition, I fig-
ured God was probably just telling me to respect his [sic] 
creation, fish the can out of the water and toss it in the 
garbage. 

I got back to the house, and my family, all of whom 
knew I was investing an entire afternoon in some 
“meaningful dialogue” with God, said, “So, what did God 
say to you?” 

“Pick up the beer can - that’s what he [sic] said.” 

We laughed, but there was little more to report. I had 
watched and waited and listened, but apparently God had 
nothing to say to me that day - or at least I couldn’t hear it, 
despite my best efforts.26 

Bill Hybels, pastor of one of the most influential churches in 
America over the last 40 years, was trying to exegete a message 
from God out of a beer can. If Hybels wanted to hear from God, why 
not open his Bible? If he needed truth to get him through a difficult 
time, why not read through the Psalms? He could turn to Paul’s en-
couragement for downcast ministers in 2 Corinthians. Jeremiah’s 
reflection on God’s faithfulness in difficult times was written for our 
benefit (Lamentations). Instead, Hybels spent nearly three hours on a 
boat waiting for a word from God. We can only surmise that he be-
lieves more encouragement can be gleaned from a floating Bud Light 
can than from reading Scripture. 

You may think I am cherry picking a ridiculous example to make 
a point. I am not. Once you believe messages from God come 
through thoughts, outward signs, and thematic circumstances, there 
is nothing that would keep you from trying to discern a message be-
hind a floating beer can. If you think God is trying to speak through a 
song lyric,27 a television broadcast, the shape of a cloud, or any other 
object which might catch your attention, then exegeting a floating 
beer can makes perfect sense. You wouldn’t want to miss out on a 
desperately-needed whisper! This is the logical consequence of HVG 
methodology. We are abandoned to our feelings, hunches, and ever-
shifting circumstances. We are told these are God’s whispers to us. 

This type of navel-gazing self-reliance is never commended in 
Scripture. Scripture warns against trusting in our own understanding 
(Proverbs 3:5-6), yet HVG teachers believe that in the bowels of the 
depraved human heart (Jeremiah 17:9), the most precious and relia-
ble whispers from God are heard. Scripture never encourages us to 
write down our thoughts and examine them for divine messages. 
Scripture never suggests that God will speak to us through a conflu-
ence of events, circumstances, and outward happenings. No external 
sign can ever be reliably regarded as divine revelation, no matter how 
“thematic” it is. Scripture never indicates that these things are the 
voice of God. HVG offers a hopelessly subjective muddle of confusion 
and uncertainty. 

That leads us to the third problem: This subjective methodology 
requires an elaborate system of extra-biblical principles of interpreta-
tion. Since the method HVG teachers promote is neither taught nor 
modeled in Scripture, they need an elaborate system for interpreting 
God’s voice. They admit their hopelessly subjective methodology inev-
itably opens them up to deception, mistakes, and even foolishness. Re-
member, there is a lot of “trial and error.” 

Most of the books cited here are “How To” manuals for hearing and 
interpreting God’s voice. Though the authors repeatedly deny they are 
providing a “system” or “formula,” that is, in fact, what they offer. They 
promote a complicated system for “tuning in” to God’s frequency, getting 
into a receptive mood, and adopting spiritual disciplines that make us 
more likely to hear God’s voice. We have to be quiet, undistracted, hum-
ble, teachable, willing to obey, spiritually hungry, holy, trusting, sacrificial, 
servant-hearted, receptive, seeking, and attentive.28 These are biblical 
virtues, but Scripture nowhere suggests they are necessary to hear 
God.29 

Continued on page 8 
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 KCC Music Playlists 
Nix the noise and fill your ears with sound 

doctrine!  Five theologically rich KCC Music 

Playlists are available for download on Apple 

or Spotify.  Visit kootenaichurch.org/music to 

learn how to subscribe. 

PHOTOS PLEASE!  As our church body 
grows, it is nice to have a resource for new 
folks to get to know us. Please upload a re-
cent picture of you and your family into our 
online church directory, or you can 
email secretary@kootenaichurch.org. Also, 
we have upgraded the directory to include 
an elders and deacons page so that you can 
get to know who the leaders are at KCC. 

HVG teachers promote elaborate methods for reading signs. How can we 
know if a repeated thought is from God? Could it be a sign? It is possible! Shirer 
says God is “persistent” and gets “thematic” with us. But don’t get too excited, 
because circumstances can be deceiving. We have to make sure that what is 
thematic is also challenging, personal, truthful, authoritative, and will bring us 
peace.30 If a “word” is all those things, it might be from God. But maybe not! 
Satan may be trying to deceive us into disobeying God. We might be falling 
prey to our own deceptive hearts and desires, so it will all need to be 
“confirmed” by a complex system of checks and balances. 

HVG teachers offer complicated systems of tests to ensure that fleshly, 
deceptive, or demonic impressions, circumstances, and signs are not mistaken 
for God’s whispers. Impressions need to be confirmed, thoughts written down 
and prayed over, and signs examined. Circumstances must be interpreted. Beer 
cans must be exegeted. Inklings have to be deciphered. Random thoughts have 
to be scrutinized for any hint of a divine message. 

All these “tests” are merely extra-biblical paradigms in search of proof 
texts. These are man-made systems of “divine guidance” foisted on Scripture. 
The passages normally cited as proof texts have nothing to do with the sophisti-
cated and elaborate constructs promoted by HVG advocates. There is no pas-
sage of Scripture which provides these instructions for hearing and confirming 
the voice of God. Therefore, the methods and means for interpreting these 
“whispers” are just as subjective, fallible, and man-made as their theology of 
divine guidance itself. There is no escape from the subjective muddle they claim 
is the clear voice of God. The method is subjective. The message is subjective. 
The meaning is subjective. 

A BETTER WAY 
There is a better way: Scripture.  
Contrary to the claims of HVG advocates, God has provided in Scripture 

“everything necessary for life and godliness through the true knowledge of God 
and of Jesus our Lord” (2 Peter 1:3). The Holy-Spirit-inspired Scripture is a 
“word made more sure” (2 Peter 1:19). It is “more sure” than experiences, signs, 
and subjective impressions. 
The Scripture doesn’t just contain the voice of God. It isn’t just a source of the 
voice of God. The Scriptures are the voice of God. In them God has provided 
every truth, every principle, and every bit of wisdom necessary for all of life’s 
decisions. Knowing God as He is revealed in Scripture is all that is necessary to 
live a life of obedience to Him and His divine will. Turn to the Book!  

Footnotes available in the book God Doesn’t Whisper by Jim Osman. 

The 2nd Annual KCC Youth Craft Fair is 
happening in October! Look for more infor-
mation in future newsletters!  Questions - ask 
Katie Moon. 


