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January
4 New Morning Ladies’ Bible Study
9 Youth Girls’ Biblical Femininity Workshop
19 Men’s Fellowship, see p.6
31 Annual Business Meeting
and Potluck

Expounding the Scriptures, Exhorting the Saints,
Exalting the Savior

God Doesn’t Whisper
Chapter 7: I Heard the Still Small Voice, Part 2
By Jim Osman, Pastor/Teacher
To the Context!
The context of 1 Kings 19:12 will reveal the reason
God spoke to Elijah in this manner at Horeb. The two
chapters preceding the still small voice set the stage for
his encounter.
Elijah burst on the scene during the reign of Ahab (1
Kings 17). Nothing is mentioned of his history, upbringing, or calling as a prophet, yet immediately he spoke for
God. Chapter 17 begins with Elijah predicting a drought.
Chapter 18 closes with rain in answer to Elijah’s prayer.
These two chapters contain four significant miraculous events. First, the Lord directed Elijah to the brook
Cherith, east of Jordan, where he was supernaturally
provided bread and meat by ravens twice a day (17:37). Second, the Lord sent Elijah to a widow’s home in
Zarephath where He miraculously provided oil and flour
for many days (17:8-16). Third, Elijah raised the widow’s
son from the dead (17:17-24). Fourth, and probably
most memorable, Elijah challenged the 450 prophets of
Baal on Mount Carmel, where God rained down fire on a
water-soaked burnt offering. The prophets of Baal were
seized and killed (18:20-40). During that short period of
time, God displayed His providential care, goodness,
and power – all for Elijah’s benefit. Elijah confronted and
conquered the largest idolatrous false religion of his day.
This was a public rebuke of wicked King Ahab and his
bloodthirsty wife, Jezebel.
When Jezebel threatened Elijah’s life, he ran. After
seeing the supernatural displays of God’s power, he
despaired of life (19:4, 10, 14), believing he was the last
worshiper of Yahweh in Israel. Graciously, the Lord
gave His beloved prophet rest and food (delivered by an
angel - 19:5-8). Elijah made a 40-day journey to Horeb,
where his encounter with God included the sound of the
still small voice.
This brief overview allows us to make three notable

observations.
First, the miracles surrounding the dramatic confrontation with the prophets of Baal and the end of
the drought involved
natural elements used in a supernatural way.29 God answered Elijah’s prayer with
fire that consumed the burnt offering (1 Kings 18:38).
After killing the prophets, Elijah prayed for rain. God
answered “with clouds and wind, and there was a
heavy shower” (1 Kings 18:45). God manifestly displayed His power through fire, wind, and rain.
Second, after working supernaturally through natural elements to defeat the prophets of Baal, God
had not moved to either convert or destroy wicked
Queen Jezebel. Elijah feared her threats (19:2).
Though God had previously supernaturally provided
for and protected Elijah, He appeared uninterested in
the latest threat. While the royal family was hunting
Elijah, no miraculous deliverances were forthcoming.
God was silent.
Third, the record of Elijah’s prophetic ministry thus
far is filled with direct, clear communications from
God, none of which are characterized as a still small
voice. God spoke to Elijah numerous times before he
heard the sound of the still small voice. These are
introduced with the phrases, “The word of the Lord
came to him saying,…” and, “For
thus
says the Lord God of Israel,
…”30 Twice, an angel spoke to
Elijah (19:5, 7). If God’s communication with Elijah is the pattern
for us, why is the still small voice
the model and not the clear, direct, and unmistakable communication that characterized the rest
of his ministry? Clearly, it was
not the norm in the life of Elijah.
Now, the Still Small Voice
Now we can examine the encounter with the Lord at Horeb
accompanied by the sound of the
still small voice.
Then he came there to a
Continued on page 2

cave and lodged there; and behold, the word of the
Lord came to him, and He said to him, “What are
you doing here, Elijah?” He said, “I have been very
zealous for the Lord, the God of hosts; for the sons
of Israel have forsaken Your covenant, torn down
Your altars and killed Your prophets with the sword.
And I alone am left; and they seek my life, to take it
away. (1 Kings 19:9-10)
First, notice how God’s communication to Elijah is
characterized: “And behold, the word of the LORD
came to him, and He said to him…” (v. 9). The question the Lord asked did not come in a still small voice.
He spoke directly to him and he had no problem hearing. God’s Word to him was clear and unmistakable.
The text doesn’t say Elijah had to draw near in a special way to hear an “inaudible whisper.” This clear
voice of God is not characterized as an “impression,”
“thought,” or a “nudge.” Elijah did not check the voice
against the written Word, consult with godly counsel,
or confirm it with providential signs. In other words,
none of the nonsense commonly attached to the still
small voice by modern Hearing the Voice of God
(HVG) advocates is present in the text.
Second, notice that Elijah felt alone and threatened.
For at least 40 days Elijah had been a wanted and
hunted man. Yet, in spite of the threats against him,
the Lord had done nothing supernatural to remove the
threat of Jezebel’s evil plans.
So He said, “Go forth and stand on the mountain
before the Lord.” And behold, the Lord was passing
by! And a great and strong wind was rending the
mountains and breaking in pieces the rocks before
the Lord; but the Lord was not in the wind. And after
the wind an earthquake, but the Lord was not in the
earthquake. After the earthquake a fire, but the Lord
was not in the fire; and after the fire a sound of a
gentle blowing. (1 Kings 19:11-12)
A clear word from God instructed Elijah to stand on
the mountain before the Lord. As with previous communications, Elijah had no difficulty hearing. This was
not a whisper. Elijah did not tune into God’s frequency.
There isn’t a hint that God had to “bombard” his
thoughts and heart with His message
until Elijah was
“convinced of its authenticity.”31
Third, notice that this supernatural display used natural elements to wreak havoc. A mighty wind broke
apart the rocks. An earthquake shook the ground in
the cave where Elijah stood. In some way, a fire
burned outside. Two of these three supernatural displays were marks of previous “deliverances” wrought
by the hand of God. The fire had consumed the altar
on Mount Carmel (18:38) and wind had accompanied
the subsequent rainstorm (18:45). Yet we are told “the
Lord was not in” them. This is a significant detail given
that “wind, earthquake, and fire are all natural phenomena that
often heralded God’s presence or appearance.”32
Though the Lord sent the wind, earthquake, and fire
on this occasion, they weren’t the means of the Lord’s
revelation to Elijah, as on previous occasions. The
Lord didn’t reveal Himself through these dramatic displays. Instead, the Lord’s revelation was accompanied
by the “sound of a gentle blowing” (v. 12, NASB).
The Hebrew phrase translated “a sound of a gentle
blowing” in the NASB is translated “a still small voice”
in the KJV, NKJV, RSV, and ASV. It is a fairly odd
phrase without biblical precedent. That fact alone
should discourage those who wish to turn this into a
model for us. This event was so unique that the language used to describe it is used nowhere else in

Scripture. It is dangerous to build doctrine from an unclear phrase used only once in Scripture. How can this
possibly serve as a model for hearing God’s voice?
There is a wide variety of possible translations for this
phrase, as the following list indicates:
KJV, NKJV, RSV, ASV: a still small
voice
ESV: the sound of a low whisper33
CSB: a voice, a soft whisper
NASB: a sound of a gentle blowing
NIV: a gentle whisper
LEB, NLT: the sound of a gentle whisper
ROT: the voice of a gentle whisper
NET: a soft whisper
NRS: a sound of sheer silence
NJB: a light murmuring sound
NAB: a light silent sound
DBY: a soft gentle voice
GWN: a quiet, whispering voice
LXX: φωνὴ αὔρας λεπτῆς, κἀκεῖ κύριος
[sound of a
light breeze - and there was the Lord!]34
This is obviously a challenging phrase to translate!
The phenomenon being described is anything but clear.
However, we can be certain of this: it wasn’t a
“persistent internal inkling,” an “inner voice,” or an
“internal stirring.” It was external to Elijah, which the
next verses make abundantly clear! Interestingly, the
next verses are seldom mentioned in connection with
HVG teaching on the still small voice.
When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his
mantle and went out and stood in the entrance of the
cave. And behold, a voice came to him and said,
“What are you doing here, Elijah?” Then he said, “I
have been very zealous for the Lord, the God of
hosts; for the sons of Israel have forsaken Your covenant, torn down Your altars and killed Your prophets with the sword. And I alone am left; and they
seek my life, to take it away.” (1 Kings 19:13-14)
He went out and stood at the entrance of the cave to
hear a voice coming from outside the cave. If the still
small voice were an internal nudging, impression, or
thought, he wouldn’t have needed to go to the mouth of
the cave to hear it. He could have stayed inside the
cave and listened to his own thoughts. Elijah heard a
voice outside the cave, not inside his head. It is obvious
from even a casual reading that what Elijah heard (“still
small voice” or “a sound of a gentle blowing”), wasn’t an
internal prompting whispered in the synapses of His
brain.
Once Elijah made his way to the mouth of the cave,
“a voice came to him and said . . . ” The language of
Scripture is clear. Elijah heard the voice of God in an
audible, clear, and unmistakable way. It was not an impression or thought. God spoke audibly and clearly.
Lessons from Elijah
The “sound of a gentle blowing” was not God’s attempt to whisper impressions into Elijah’s consciousness. There is no indication the still small voice was intended as a pattern for God’s communication with us.
What then is the lesson of this unique and mysterious
incident? I would suggest at least two.
First, even a prophet like Elijah was not to expect
miraculous and supernatural deliverance from his problems. He was discouraged by Jezebel’s threat which
seemed an insurmountable burden. His repeated lament (19:10, 14) indicates that he sought, and maybe
even expected, a supernatural deliver- Continued on page 7

5th/6th Grade Class:

Teachers/Helpers are Diane Rich, Kathy Conger, and Gina Hall
What a joy it is to teach these students! Our class has 15 regularattenders (19 if they all come!) who are enthusiastic, inquisitive, and
desirous of knowing more of God's Word. We completed Genesis a
month ago, and have jumped right into Exodus! The students are enjoying learning about Moses - a man who did not want to lead Israel
out of bondage, but whom God used in a mighty way - and God's
plan for Israel, and we are all looking forward to the Ten
Plagues! This is an exciting, high-energy class, and we as teachers
are blessed to be a part of it!

Sunday
School
begins at
9:30 a.m.

Justin Peters Ministries is a worldwide expository preaching and teaching ministry. We
focus on teaching the sufficiency of God's Word and exposing the false teachings of the
prosperity, health-and-wealth gospel. Justin preaches a
gospel deeply rooted in the sufficiency of Scripture.
Justin Peters is an evangelist committed not only to the inerrancy of God’s Word but also its sufficiency. The ministry
exists to evangelize the lost and equip believers with the
tools needed to deepen their understanding of Scripture
and their love for Christ. In all things Soli Deo Gloria
(Romans 11:36).
Many resources are available through His website, https://
justinpeters.org/, including links to podcasts, videos, and
books.

>>>Garden of Readin’
Open Heart, Open Home
by Karen Burton Mains

Does the phrase "Company's coming!" bring you anxiety or joy? For the Christian, hospitality is a biblical requirement (1 Pet. 4:9). The trouble begins when we worry too much
whether our homes, our cooking, etc., measure up to some imagined standard. If you find
yourself making excuse after excuse to avoid extending hospitality to friends, acquaintances, and strangers, this book is for you. The author shares how to find joy through sharing your home with others. So put down House Beautiful and pick up Open Heart, Open
Home. Then pick up the phone and invite someone over! (In the “Christian Living” section.)
Please contact Jenny Leo (208-610-2520)
about donations or any library-related matter.

Women’s Ministry <<<
Ladies’ Bible Study

The Pursuit of Holiness, by Jerry Bridges
Monday Morning Study: begins January 4, 9:00 a.m.
209 Heath Lake Rd., Sagle
Led by Lori Wood

Thursday Evening Study: begins February 4, 6:30 p.m.
157 Bobtail Rd. Sandpoint
Led by Lisa Slippy
"Be holy, for I am holy," commands God to His people. But holiness is something that is often missing in the Christian's daily life.
According to Jerry Bridges, that's because we're not exactly sure what our part in holiness is. In The Pursuit of Holiness, he helps
us see clearly just what we should rely on God to do -- and what we should accept responsibility for ourselves. This book will help you
understand: How God has equipped us to lead holy lives; Guidelines for determining right from wrong; How reason and emotions
influence our will; How habits and personal discipline play a part in holy living. Whether you're continuing your pursuit of holiness
or just beginning, the principles and guidelines in The Pursuit of Holiness will challenge you to obey God's command of holiness.

Secret Prayer Sisters
Because the Ladies’ Christmas Tea was cancelled this
year, signing up for a Prayer Sister needs to be done
differently. If you would like to participate, please
sign up at the Welcome Table, or follow directions in
the bulletin insert.

>>>Cocolalla Lake Bible Camp
Please visit the camp website at clbcamp.org for more details.

TEEN WINTER CAMP
Date: January 15-17, 2021
Time: Register at 4 p.m. Friday, ends 3 p.m. Sunday.
For: Ages 13 and up– all teens and young adults are welcome. Come and be encouraged by the Word of God!
Cost: contact the office.
What to Bring: Bible, notebook, pen, sleeping bag, snow gear, personal articles.
Don’t you love plummeting down a hill on a piece of plastic? Bring your sled* and hit the
slopes! *The camp has a few sleds.

Student Ministries <<<
Biblical Femininity Workshop

January
6 Guys’/Girls’ Bible Studies, 7:30-9 p.m.
9 Biblical Femininity Workshop
@ KCC, 8:30 a.m. - 3 p.m.
13 Youth Group @ KCC, 7-9 p.m.
20 Guys’/Girls’ Bible Studies, 7:30-9 p.m.
27 Youth Group @ KCC, 7-9 p.m.

A workshop will be held on January 9,
2021, for girls aged 12-18 and their mothers. Invitations with more details are being sent out. The Biblical Femininity
Workshop is designed to help young
women find and develop a proper understanding of who they are and why God
created them. Come enjoy food, fellowship, and door prizes! If you have
not received an invitation and
would like to attend, please contact
Jennifer Barba at 208-920-9020
or barbastorm@gmail.com

>>>Kootenai Thunder
kootenaithunder.com

For the most current information, please check our website and Facebook page.

BASKETBALL UPDATE: Thunder basketball is underway. We are praising the Lord that even amid extra challenges, we have been able to offer sports to our Thunder families.
Although spectators allowed are few, we have been livestreaming our games and it has been a great addition that we
hope to continue after this season.
SCHOLARSHIP DONATIONS
We have a scholarship fund for families that are unable to afford the player fee. If you would like to donate
specifically to that, contact Diedre Osman.

Kootenai Classifieds, Pt. 2 >>>
BAKED GOODS
Selling home-baked cheesecakes (baked with love): $20
each. Also taking special
orders for any baked good.
Call/text 208-597-6299
Anna Bottcher

Homegrown
veggies
Now: carrots, red
potatoes, and onions
For prices call
Andrea Kinne
208-265-0102

All Natural
Ground Beef
$4.00/lb.
Contact Tim Shields
208-946-1256 or
cow.chaser1@yahoo.com

FREE RABBIT
2-year-old
Holland Lop male.
Comes with bowl and
heated water bottle.
Andrea Kinne
208-265-0102

>>>Adventure Club
JANUARY

1/1 No Club - Happy New Year!

8 Club Night
15 Review Night
22 Club Night
29 Club Night

ADVENTURE CLUB

Friday nights from September - May
6:45 p.m. (doors open at 6:30) to 8:15 p.m.
We appreciate parents being on-time to club and to
pick up clubbers at the end of the night.

TALKIN’ TRAILBLAZERS!

Our Trailblazers Club is for grades 4-6 and we
usually have 15-18 clubbers in this age each Friday night.
Jamie Slippy and Kathy Conger are our Trailblazers Directors.
Leaders are Tim & Tammie Shields, Ed & Jennifer Barba, Taylor & Hannah Jensen, Anna Bottcher, and Jamie Rich.

PRAYER REQUEST
Please pray for the health of our leaders, so that Adventure Club can resume in January. It was cancelled for most of December, with many leaders and
clubbers being ill.

The Trailblazers group has a lot of fun on Fridays, with Game Time
being a big highlight. They really enjoy Small Group time, where
there is time for questions and answers, reciting of Bible verses, and
bonding with leaders!
A huge thanks to Jamie & Kathy for directing this club, and to our
leaders for showing up faithfully and loving these kids!

Questions? Talk to Dave & Diane Rich.

Church News <<<

Annual Business Meeting
and Potluck
January 31
The Annual Potluck and Business Meeting
will be held Sunday, January 31. A potluck
meal will take place after the worship service, immediately followed by a short business meeting. The meeting will include a
yearly finance and budget report, update
on the new building, and recognition of
new members, among other things.
What to Bring:
Last names beginning with A-M: Dessert and main dish
Last names beginning with N-Z: Salad and main dish
No need to bring serving utensils—the church has plenty.
Please label all your pots AND lids.

ance. When miraculous deliverance wasn’t forthcoming,
Elijah despaired of life (19:4). The Lord’s encouragement to Elijah wasn’t in dramatic manifestations of power (wind, earthquake, and fire), but in the reminder that
there still remained 7,000 in Israel who hadn’t bowed the
knee to Baal (19:18). In other words, Elijah didn’t need
miraculous deliverance by flashy displays of power, but
to hear of God’s faithful believing remnant.
Second, this reminded Elijah that the work of God’s
faithful people is seldom accomplished by big and flashy
displays of power. God was not in the loud and explosive displays. God works in silence, behind the scenes,
in the unnoticed corners of the world. There, God’s work
is done as His remnant labors faithfully. The “gentle
blowing” or “still silence” is an apt description of most of
God’s work in this world. It passes virtually unnoticed.
The flashy and miraculous displays like earthquakes,
fires, and cataclysmic winds, aren’t necessary for God’s
continuous preservation of His faithful remnant.
It Doesn’t Fit the Text
Would you say the use of this passage by HVG advocates is faithful to the teaching of the text? It is true that
the words “still small voice” describe an indistinct and
uncertain sound that preceded God’s clear communication with one of His prophets on one occasion. Even at
that, the words are a questionable translation at best.
This passage is misused as proof God speaks to us in
inaudible voices perceptible only in our thoughts.
Dallas Willard says:
In the still, small voice of God we are given a message that bears the stamp of his [sic] personality
quite clearly and in a way we will learn to recognize.
But, in contrast with other cases, the medium through
which the message comes is diminished almost to
the vanishing point, taking the form of thoughts that
are35our thoughts, though these thoughts are not from
us.
That is quite a rhetorical sleight of hand! He took a
passage that mentions an external, audible sound and
turned it into a description of your thoughts, which he
then claims come from God. There is quite literally nothing in the description of the “sound of a gentle blowing”
that would justify that teaching. There is no indication it
was a thought in Elijah’s mind. If the Holy Spirit had
wanted us to understand this as a “thought,” He could
have inspired the biblical author to describe it that way.
Though Willard claims “we will learn to recognize it,” he
can point to no place in the narrative of Elijah that even
remotely suggests this. Elijah didn’t need to “learn to
recognize it.” In fact, we don’t ever read of any one person “learning to recognize God’s voice.” Scripture
doesn’t teach this. The biblical record is clear: everyone
to whom God spoke heard and understood Him – Elijah
included.
Willard says, “The still, small voice - or the interior or
inner voice, as it is also called - is the preferred and
most valuable form
of individual communication for
God’s purposes.”36 Actually, it is not also called “the interior or inner voice.” Not ever. Scripture doesn’t call it
that. Scripture never refers to our thoughts as God’s “still
small voice.” Scripture never describes the voice of God
as “an inner voice” or the “interior voice.” This is false
teaching invented by Dallas Willard and baptized in biblical-sounding verbiage.
Further, if this is “the preferred and most valuable
form” of communication, why do we find it in one place
describing one unique encounter with one prophet? Why
don’t we read of God using this method with Noah, Moses, or Paul? If this were God’s preferred means of com-

munication, we should expect to see it everywhere we
look in Scripture. Are we to believe this method is so
“valuable” and “preferred” that it is only mentioned
once, and even there, the translation of its description
is uncertain at best?
Willard claims, “It is important to bear in mind that
you may not be very aware of hearing the voice; it
need not force itself to the front of your thoughts. . . .
So when you hear God’s voice,
you do not automatically know it is God’s voice.”37 Does that sound like 1
Kings 17-19? Was Elijah unaware he was hearing the
voice? The text says Elijah was able to discern God
was not in the wind, earthquake, and fire. The sound
of the breeze was quite different. It wasn’t through the
gentle blowing but after the gentle blowing that Elijah
stepped out and heard God speak.
I am not trying to pick on Dallas Willard, but he
makes more out of the still small voice than almost
any other author. As you can see, what he teaches is
completely unbiblical and dangerous.
Making Models Out of Molehills
Are we justified in taking Elijah’s experience as a
model for our own?
HVG teachers are selective in their choice of
“models” for hearing God’s voice. Why is the still small
voice of Chapter 19 considered normative and not the
numerous clear revelations in Chapters 17 and 18?
Previous to the incident at the mouth of the cave, “the
Word of the Lord” came to Elijah in a clear, unmistakable way many times, yet those references are ignored
in favor of an obscure reference to “gently blowing
wind” or “thin silence”. Why? Because HVG teachers
can make this “light silent sound” into whatever fits
their fancy. They invent a method of hearing God and
project it onto the still small voice. This creates a veneer of biblical precedent for their teaching.
Elijah twice had an encounter with an angel shortly
before he heard the “sound of gentle blowing,” and
only heard the “gentle blowing” once. Why is the gentle blowing considered normative while angelic visitations are not? Angelic visits were twice as common for
Elijah as the still small voice.
Elijah Was Unique
Why isn’t Elijah a model for producing food during a
drought? Why isn’t he a model for demonstrating the
falsehood of Jehovah’s Witnesses when they come to
your door? HVG teachers don’t suggest you build an
altar and rain down fire from Heaven to prove their
god is false. They don’t promote Elijah as a model for
handling false prophets, namely, killing 450 at a time.
Why don’t they teach that those events from the life of
Elijah are a pattern for today?
They probably regard Elijah as a man uniquely gifted and used by God. “Those supernatural events are
unique to Elijah’s special role as God’s prophet,” they
might say. “We can’t expect those things to be normative for everyone.” Yes, exactly. And so it is with the
revelation he received. He was a prophet who heard
God speak. It is special pleading to say that the revelations he received by “the Word of the Lord” were not
unique but rather normative. There is no justification
for saying Elijah is a model for us. Scripture doesn’t
promise us similar experiences. In fact, we find just
the opposite. Elijah was a unique man, with a unique
place in the plan and purposes of God.
Is God telling Charles Stanley to buy a turkey, Mark
Batterson to start a coffee shop, and Priscilla Shirer to
call a friend, the exact same kind of Continued on page 8
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communication God gave to His prophets? Is it really
identical in both kind and quality? If not, then they can’t
claim that modern “whispers from Heaven” are the same
thing God did in the Bible. The jig is up! HVG teachers
need to admit that what they are promoting is nothing like
the revelation we find in Scripture.
Summary
HVG teachers claim the still small voice is the way
God speaks to His people today. Allegedly, Elijah is the
prime example of this “preferred and most valuable”
means of hearing God. Yet, nothing of what they teach is
found in 1 Kings 19. Elijah didn’t have trouble hearing
God. He wasn’t uncertain Who spoke. He didn’t tune in to
God’s frequency. He didn’t struggle to receive a whisper
amid the cacophony of distractions. He didn’t learn how
to hear God’s voice.
Everything HVG teachers claim to be part of hearing
the still small voice is not mentioned in the passage. All
the details mentioned in the text, are the opposite of what
HVG teachers say we should expect when we hear the
still small voice for ourselves.
Footnotes available in the book God Doesn’t Whisper by Jim Osman.

MID-WEEK MINISTRIES
MONDAYS - 9:00 a.m. Ladies’ Bible Study, see p. 3
209 Heath Lake Rd., Sagle
Led by Lori Wood
Studying Pursuit of Holiness by Jerry Bridges
WEDNESDAY - STUDENT MINISTRIES - See p. 5
THURSDAYS - 9:30 a.m. Playgroup
At the church
Led by Emily Hill
THURSDAYS - 6:30 p.m. Ladies’ Bible Study
157 Bobtail Dr., Sandpoint
Led by Lisa Slippy
Studying Attitudes of a Transformed Heart
THURSDAYS - 7:00 p.m. Mid-Week Bible Study

SUSPENDED UNTIL APRIL 2021

FRIDAYS - 6:30-8:15 p.m. Adventure Club
At the church, for kids age 3 - 6th grade
SATURDAYS- 10:00 a.m. Single Ladies’ Bible Study
At Barb Thompson’s once a month
Contact Barb Thomson for details: 208-304-2287

