
from New Apostolic Reformation, Word of Faith, 
or Charismatic circles. Even some from inside 
the non-charismatic camp teach that we can 
learn to hear God’s voice. Priscilla Shirer wrote 
at least two different books to help us learn to 
hear God: He Speaks to Me: Preparing to Hear 
from God and Discerning the Voice of God: How 
to Recognize when God Is Speaking. Mark Bat-
terson promises to teach us “How to Hear the 
Voice of God” in his book Whisper. 
 HVG advocates promise to teach the willing 
reader how to recognize the whispered commu-
niques of the Shepherd. They assure us this 
ability to hear God’s voice can be learned. 
 But can it? Their promise to teach us how to 
hear God’s voice begs the question that is be-
fore us, namely, “Is God speaking to us through 
these means?” If God isn’t speaking, then no in-
struction can teach us how to hear Him. If He 
isn’t speaking, He can’t be 
heard; therefore, any attempt 
to “learn” to hear His voice is 
misguided. 
 
A LEARNED SKILL? 
 HVG teachers believe God 
is speaking and we must learn 
to hear Him. They use the lan-
guage of “learning to hear 
God,” “learning to recognize 
His voice,” and growing in our 
ability to “discern God’s 
voice.” Their detailed formulas 

Continued on page 2 

 You can tell a lot about a book by its title. Just as the 
title of this book reveals my position on this issue, 
so those written by Hearing the Voice of God (HVG) 
teachers reveal their theological hand. They aren’t 
hiding the ball when it comes to what they believe 
and teach. 
 Some books defend the non-cessationist belief 
that divine revelation is as necessary and common 
today as in Bible times, if not more so. For instance, 
Jack Deere’s Surprised By The Power of the Spirit

1
 

and its sequel, Surprised By The Voice of God, are 
intended as a theological answer to John MacAr-
thur’s Charismatic Chaos

2
. Deere tries to present a 

theological and exegetical case for his belief that 
God still speaks, as the subtitle to Surprised by the 
Voice of God indicates: How God Speaks Today 
Through Prophecies, Dreams, and Visions. 
 Other books claim to provide the secret that will 
enable us to hear the voice of God. For instance, 
NAR author “Apostle” John Eckhardt wrote God Still 
Speaks: How to Hear and Receive Revelation from 
God for Your Family, Church, and Community, and 
Cindy Jacobs offers The Voice of God: How to Hear 
and Speak Words from God. Joyce Meyer promises 
to teach us How to Hear from God: Learn to Know 
His Voice and Make Right Decisions. 
 At the risk of sounding repetitive, I must point out 
that many of the authors I reference here are not 

 The monthly newsletter of Kootenai Community Church, Kootenai, Idaho 

October 
2020 

Expounding the Scriptures, Exhorting the Saints,  
Exalting the Savior 

Kootenai 

October 
10 Single Ladies’ Bible Study Begins 

17 KCC Youth Market & Craft Fair 

     Membership Class, see p. 5 

24 Baby Shower 

25 Harvest Potluck 

 

God Doesn’t Whisper 
Chapter 6:  Faulty Assumption #3, Part 1 

 

By Jim Osman, Pastor/Teacher 



sheep is. Lambs learn as they get to know their 
shepherd and practice responding to his voice. 
This skill comes over time as the two build a re-
lationship.

8 

 In another book on the same subject, Shirer 
writes: 

Remember, learning to hear God’s voice is a 
process, a learning experience, a discipline that 
involves active elements like prayer, meditation, 
worship, and listening. Just as any relationship 
grows stronger and more intimate as you spend 
more time getting to know a person, so your re-
lationship with God - your ability to discern His 
voice and to pick it out of the crowd - will grow 
keener and more developed as you spend more 
time with Him.

9
  

 Ironically, the example of Samuel, which she 
spends the entire book citing, proves just the oppo-
site. Samuel didn’t need to learn how to hear God’s 
voice. He heard God speak without ever learning 
how. We read nothing about “a process, a learning 
experience, a discipline” in the example of Samuel. 
 Henry Blackaby claims God “wants you to learn 
to hear His voice and know His will”

10
 and that you 

“learn to know the voice of God through an intimate 
love relationship that He has initiated.”

11 

 Dallas Willard teaches that hearing from God is 
part of a “two-way communication between us and 
God” and that such communication must be 
learned.

12
 He claims that “learning to hear God is 

much more about becoming comfortable in a con-
tinuing conversation”

13
 and that “learning how to 

hear God is to be sought only as part of a certain 
kind of life.”

14 

 For HVG advocates, the learning doesn’t stop 
there. We must also learn how to understand 
Him,

15
 how to pick His voice out from among oth-

ers,
16

 how to seek confirmation that it is actually 
Him speaking,

17
 how to avoid being deceived,

18
 

how to receive a peace about His voice,
19

 and how 
to distinguish between His voice and our own 
thoughts.

20
  

 You will search the Scriptures in vain for these 
elaborate instructions because no one in Scripture 
ever needed to be taught how to hear God - Samu-
el included. 
 
THE WAYS WE LEARN 
 How do we learn this supposedly essential disci-
pline? Is there a book of the Bible to which we can 
turn or a model we can follow? Is there a secret 
formula to acquire this vital skill? No. 
 While promising to teach us how this skill can be 
learned, HVG advocates are careful 

and complex methods allegedly tune us into God’s 
frequency

3
. They believe this is essential for life 

and ministry. 
 Charles Stanley says, “I believe one of the 
most valuable lessons we can ever learn is how to 
listen to God. . . . And, the Bible is explicit, God 
speaks to us just as powerfully today as in the 
days in which the Bible was written. His voice 
waits to be heard.” Contrary to his claim, there is-
n’t a single example in Scripture of someone 
learning to hear God’s voice. Not one. If God’s 
voice is so “powerful,” why do we need to be 
taught how to hear it? What kind of “powerful” 
voice is stymied because someone hasn’t learned 
to listen for it? Where do we read that His voice 
“waits to be heard”

4
? 

 Stanley cites Samuel (1 Samuel 3:4-10) as an 
example of someone who needed to learn to hear 
God. He says, “Eli taught Samuel how to listen to 
God, and if we are going to be men and women of 
God today, we must learn how we can hear what 
God is saying to us.”

5
 Allegedly, Samuel’s “first 

assignment from God necessitated that he learn 
how to hear God’s voice.”

5 

 The story of Samuel doesn’t teach this at all! 
Samuel had no problem hearing the voice of God. 
The Lord spoke to him saying, “Samuel!” and 
Samuel arose and went to Eli thinking Eli had 
called for him. In fact, all three times the Lord 
spoke to Samuel in this way (vv. 4, 6, 8), Samuel 
heard His voice. He didn’t need to be taught how 
to hear God! He had no reason to assume God 
was speaking since “word from the LORD was ra-
re in those days, visions were infrequent” (v. 1). 
Ironically, in order to prove how powerfully and 
frequently God still speaks, Stanley cites a pas-
sage that describes how infrequently God spoke 
in Bible times! Stanley conveniently leaves that 
contextual detail out of his citation of the passage. 
 Samuel had no problem hearing God or under-
standing what He said. He didn’t realize the voice 
he clearly heard and understood was, in fact, God. 
He thought it was Eli. 
 Stanley isn’t alone in misusing this passage. 
Priscilla Shirer based her book He Speaks to Me 
on the story of Samuel, using him as a model of 
preparing to hear from God.

7
 Misinterpreting the 

shepherd/sheep analogy from John 10, she 
writes: 

Christians are the Lord’s sheep. He is our 
Shepherd. As we grow in the Lord, we begin to 
learn how to recognize His voice and under-
stand His messages. A lamb is less capable of 
distinguishing His shepherd’s voice than a 

Continued on page 7 



 

PRE-K/K : Katie Moon and Angie Cates, teachers; 
Amanda Hammond and Hannah Duchow, helpers. 
 

In September Miss Katie and Miss Angie graduated 9 chil-
dren from their 4-year-old through Kindergarten Sunday 
school class and welcomed another handful from the 
nursery. This all happened just in time as they wrapped up 
the Old Testament in August and are now learning about 
the life of Christ. Please pray for the children as they ad-
just to their new classes and for the Sunday school teach-
ers as they teach these precious children about the life of 
our Savior. If you’re not already bringing your child to 
Sunday school, we would love to have them!  

Sunday 
School  

begins at 
9:30 a.m. 

It’s gospel noise time in Tenerife as the Santa Ursula and Adeje churches launch a VIRTUAL IMPACTO out-
reach. The Impacto outreach is an effort to go public with the gospel in the public square. Because of mass-
gathering restrictions in Tenerife, the two churches have worked arduously at pre-recording a program for each 
night, August 10-14 for the Santa Ursula population and August 17-21 for the Adeje people. Pray for the social 
media PUBLICITY that is being circulated now, and on-the-street in-person PUBLICITY that will be circulated 
in Tenerife. 
 
The Belches are doing well in Spokane, in good health, and thankful to the Lord. We have been somewhat her-
mitized since April due to the Covid stay-at-home orders, and now with movement opportunity, we are being 
careful. Lois and I are both in the vulnerable age bracket and I supposedly have a bit of a high blood pressure is-
sue. We hang out with our kids and grandkids lots, but have toned down hospitality and social gatherings, which 
pains both of us lots. 
 
I am staying active with some activity locally with preaching, marriage counseling, mentoring, and prepping for 
the fall kickoff of an equipping-mentoring ministry directed to young men in our home church who are desirous 
of pastoral ministry. I am also still interacting with 4 pastors in the Canary Islands regarding future preaching 
workshops. And I have completed the translation from English to Spanish of a 225-page book written by a pastor 
friend entitled: Truth or Territory (A Biblical Approach to Spiritual Warfare)... the Spanish version should soon 
be available in e-version via Amazon. [It is currently available in book and Kindle format.] 
 
The Lord is taking care of our needs and of our family.... we are grateful to Him! 
Dave & Lois 



 
>>>Garden of Readin’ 

 

Women’s Ministry <<< 

>>>Cocolalla Lake Bible Camp  
Please visit the camp website at clbcamp.org for more details. 

 Passion and Purity 
by Elisabeth Elliot 

 How does a person decide between singleness or marriage? What are men's roles 
and women's roles in relationships? 
 Those are just a couple of the questions addressed in this classic book by Elisabeth 
Elliot, who was a popular speaker and author and widow of missionary Jim Elliot. Here 
she offers timeless wisdom concerning relationships, emphasizing the need to commit dai-
ly to Christ all matters of the heart and to wait upon him. Find it in the “Christian Living” 
section of the library under “Elliot.” 

Please contact Jenny Leo (208-610-2520) 
about donations or any library-related matter. 

 

BABY SHOWER 
for Naomi Rogers 

Saturday, Oct. 24, 10:00 a.m. 
at the church 

Fall Quilt Camp - October 8-10 

 

Time: Register after 2 p.m., Thursday/Ends 7 p.m., Saturday 
For: Ladies age 13 and up 

Cost: Contact the office at 208-263-3912 

Please continue to 

pray for this  

ministry even during 

the “off-season.” 

HARVEST POTLUCK 

HELP NEEDED 
If you are willing to help out with the potluck on October 25, please 

contact Marcia Whetsel at 208-659-2494. 

SINGLE LADIES’ BIBLE STUDY 
All single ladies are invited to attend this Bible study 
led by Barb Thompson.  For more details call Barb 
Thompson at 208-304-2287.  There is a sign-up 
sheet at the Welcome Table. 

 
 

KCC Ladies’ Christmas Tea 

Saturday, Dec. 5, 1:00-4:00 p.m. 

At the 
church 



 
 
 
 

Student Ministries <<< 

>>>Kootenai Thunder 

For the most current information, please check our website and Facebook page.   
kootenaithunder.com 

Kootenai Classifieds >>> 

BAKED GOODS 
Selling home-baked cheesecakes (baked with 
love): $20 each. My original has graham 
cracker crust with plain cheesecake and rasp-
berry topping. 
Also taking special orders for any baked 
good.   

Call/text 208-597-6299 Anna Bottcher 

Homegrown herbs and veggies 
Now:  parsley, lovage, dill, kale, carrots, tomatoes, beets, onions 

 

For prices and more availability  
call Andrea Kinne 

208-265-0102 

The Thunder board has decided to go ahead with our 
fall volleyball/soccer seasons.  

If you or someone you know is interested in participating, please contact Tracy Jensen at 208-290-7898 

SCHOLARSHIP DONATIONS:  

We have started a scholarship 
fund for families that are unable 
to afford the player fee. If you 

would like to donate specifically 
to that, contact Diedre Osman. 

October Dates 
 

7     Guys’ and Girls’ Bible Studies, 7:30-9 p.m. 

14  Youth Group @ KCC, 7-9 p.m. 

21  Guys’ and Girls’ Bible Studies, 7:30-9 p.m. 

28   Youth Group @ KCC, 7-9 p.m. 

MEMBERSHIP 

CLASS 
 

October 17 
 

Anyone who is interested in becoming a 

member or attending the class, please 

contact Pastor Jim (208) 255-5668. 



>>>Adventure Club 

  

 

Church News <<< 

MID-WEEK MINISTRIES 

MONDAYS - 9:00 a.m. Ladies’ Bible Study 
 209 Heath Lake Rd., Sagle 
 Led by Lori Wood 
 Studying Colossians 

THURSDAYS - 7:00 p.m. Mid-Week Bible Study 
 At the church 
 Led by Bryan Wood 
 Studying Jonah 

THURSDAYS - 6:30 p.m. Ladies’ Bible Study 
 67 Ponder Point Dr., Sandpoint 
 Led by Lisa Slippy 
 Studying Attitudes of a Transformed Heart 

THURSDAYS - 9:30 a.m. Playgroup 
 At the church 
 Led by Emily Hill 
 See p. 8 for details 

SATURDAYS- 10:00 a.m. Single Ladies’ Bible Study 
 At Barb’s once a month 
 Contact Barb Thomson for details: 208-304-2287 

WEDNESDAY YOUTH STUDIES - See p. 5 for details 

HARVEST DINNER  
Sunday, October 25, after church 

The meat and potatoes will be provided; the rest of 
the meal is potluck. Everyone is welcome to attend. 
Please bring: 
 

Last names A-M: Salad and side dish 
Last names N-Z:  Dessert and side dish 
 

Join us for this time of fellowship and thanksgiving to 
our Lord for His provision for us.  
 

If you would be willing to help with the dinner by 
either making mashed potatoes, or with set-up and 
clean-up, please call Marcia Whetsel at 208-659-
2494. 

 
HEADLINE NEWS 

After several years of not running 

Awana and not having a building to 

host a weekly Children’s Bible Club, 

and then waiting on the Adventure 

Club curriculum to be ready . . . we 

have finally started!!  

 

STAFFING UPDATE 

We are staffed with 37 leaders and 

there was much excitement that 

Friday night amongst clubbers and 

leaders! We had two new families 

show up and join, and expect more 

over the coming months.  

 

LESSONS LEARNED 

Lessons were taught in all three 

age groups by Mr. Jamie, Mr. Ben, 

and Miss Melody. Small group time 

is amazing when each clubber gets 

to spend some time with their own 

leader, asking questions about the 

lesson, and gaining more under-

standing about salvation and bibli-

cal truths. What a privilege it is for 

leaders to spend time one-on-one 

with clubbers and train them to 

know Him.  

 

WHAT’S FUN? 

Leader Ball! It is a big favorite – 

it’s basically a crazy, keep-away 

free-for-all with all the leader kids 

who come early and whichever 

leaders are hanging out. Pastor Jim 

and Pastor Dave have the most 

fun, for sure! Snacks - served up 

by Mr. Lanny and Mrs. Carol - are 

also pretty fun. Game time is a BIG 

draw, with all ages!   

 

THANK-YOU, KCC! For sup-

porting Adventure Club. 

KCC ADVENTURE CLUB KICKED OFF ON FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 11, AND WE HAD 

46 CLUBBERS ON OUR FIRST NIGHT! 

HOW TO GET INVOLVED! 

 If you haven’t checked it out, you 
really should. Register your 
kids! Sign up to be a leader or 
help in some way. Sign up to 
bring snacks. Supply a scholar-
ship for children who can’t afford 
the book/bag/shirt. Donate sup-
plies. Pray for the club, the chil-
dren, the leaders.  



to avoid any claims of a formula for hearing from God. 
They can’t turn to the Scriptures for teaching on this 
subject since there isn’t a single example of God trying 
to be heard. The Bible doesn’t teach that this skill can 
be learned nor that one must learn it in order to hear 
God.21 

 Without any model or pattern provided in Scripture, 
HVG teachers can only offer us “trial and error” com-
bined with lots of experience. Jack Deere claims we are 
able to “learn the language of the Holy Spirit” by trial and 
error. “Only those who are willing to try and fail will ever 
become proficient at understanding which impressions 
come from God and which arise merely from their own 
soul.”22 He excuses what he calls the “humiliating fail-
ures” of “prophet” Rick Joyner with this glib dismissal: 
“You know, we are learning as much from our failures as 
our successes.”23 Deere writes, “You can’t learn a natu-
ral language or the language of the Holy Spirit apart 
from trial and error.”24 

 The consequences of this are disastrous. When one 
claims to receive divine revelation, they are laying claim 
to the authority of “God said . . .” To err with such a 
claim is to misrepresent God by putting words in His 
mouth. That is serious business! 
 Bill Johnson of Bethel Church in Redding California, 
runs the Bethel School of Supernatural Ministry. He 
says: 

Every year we tell our students that they cannot grad-
uate unless they have taken risk and failed in their 
efforts to try to learn to operate in their ability to hear 
God and encourage others with His voice. . . . Some-
times they get it right, and sometimes they get it 
wrong. But the point is, they tried. This would be un-
fair if we didn’t at the same time create a safe place 
to fail so that they can learn how to recognize the 
Voice of God for themselves.25 

 In HVG theology, experience is the best teacher. 
Charles Stanley believes we “are often hindered from 
hearing God because of our inexperience.”26 Citing John 
10:27, he says Jesus made it clear “that the believer’s 
normal experience is to hear God accurately.” How can 
we distinguish God’s voice from others? Stanley an-
swers, “Mature Christians have had experience in listen-
ing to God, and they can distinguish between God’s 
Voice and another’s. For others, especially young Chris-
tians, it is a bit more of a problem.” 
 Priscilla Shirer says, “Learning to hear God’s voice is 
a process, a learning experience.”29 

 How do they suggest we learn to hear the voice? Ex-
perience. Experience is necessary to learn how, and 
yet, you can only get that experience by trial and error. 
Experience is necessary to avoid being deceived, and it 
is only by being deceived and making humiliating mis-
takes that we can get the necessary experience. 
 If only there were a “more sure Word” from God; a 
certain, sufficient, and unchanging revelation of His will 
to which we could turn for guidance. If only there were 
something we were certain came from God so we 
wouldn’t have to rely upon subjective experiences, feel-

ings, and “trial and error.” If only. 
 
 
Footnotes available in the book God Doesn’t 
Whisper by Jim Osman. 
 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES  
 

9:30 a.m. each Sunday 
 

Adult 
 

Cornel Rasor 
Jess Whetsel 

 
Young Adults 

 
Dave Rich - teacher 
Ed Barba  - helper 

  
High School 

 
Jay Cates -  teacher 
Jana Cates - helper 

David Henke - substitute teacher 
Bryce Barba - substitute teacher 

  
Jr. High 

 
Taryn Adams - teacher 

Jennifer Barba - teacher/helper 
  

5th-6th 
 

Diane Rich - teacher 
Kathy Conger - teacher/helper 

  
3rd-4th 

 
Melody Lynch - teacher 

Sara Joy Rasor - teacher   
Jenny Stevens - teacher (out on maternity leave) 

Emily Barba  - helper 
 Luke Rasor - helper 
Aimee Rasor - helper 

  
1st-2nd 

 
Mark Haymond - teacher 

Holly Haymond - teacher/helper 
Lisa Slippy - substitute teacher 

Anna Bottcher - substitute helper 
  

Pre-K 
 

Katie Moon - teacher 
Amanda Hammond - helper 

Angie Cates - teacher 
Hannah Duchow - helper (out on temp. leave) 

  
Nursery (SS)  

 
Becky Feezor 

Rachel Gordon 
Emily Hill 

Connie Smith 
Jenny Stevens 



Kootenai Community Church 
P.O. Box 593 
Kootenai, ID 83840 
 
208-255-5668 
kcc@nctv.com 
www.kootenaichurch.org 

 

Thursday Playgroup 
 
Moms with children 5 and under 
are invited to KCC on Thursday 
mornings from 9:30 a.m. -11:30 a.m., 
to visit and let the kids play! Cof-
fee and tea provided! Please con-
tact Emily Hill at 208-596-6904 
with any questions.  

AVAILABLE  
NOW! 

 
This book can be pur-
chased at the church 

Welcome Table  
or on Amazon.com 

 

KCC Youth Market 
& Craft Fair 

Saturday, Oct. 17 

9:00 - 11:00 a.m. 

At the church 

If your child (Preschool-12th Grade) would like to 

be a vendor, please contact Katie Moon. 


