
whom He was speaking “did not understand” what 
He was saying. There is an obvious irony in the fact 
that those to whom Jesus was speaking concerning 
“hearing His voice” did not understand what He was 
saying. 

Who are “they” and “them” of verse six? Who 
were the people to whom this discourse was ad-
dressed? To answer that, we have to move back in 
the text, beyond the artificial chapter division into the 
events of Chapter 9; into the conversation at the end 
of that chapter. 

In John 9, Jesus healed a man who had been 
born blind (9:1-7). That undeniable miracle caught 
the attention of the Pharisees who interviewed the 
man. The once-blind man recounted the basic details 
of his encounter with Jesus (9:13-17). The Pharisees 
refused to believe the man’s testimony and doubted 
that he had actually been blind and received sight 
(9:18). They interviewed the man’s parents. Afraid 
that they might be put out  of the synagogue, his par-
ents refused to confirm any details which might anger 
the Pharisees. They only af-
firmed that the man was their son 
and that he had been born blind 
(9:18-23).  

Unsatisfied with that answer, 
the Pharisees called the man 
back a second time to question 
him. The Pharisees were intent 
on discrediting his claims in order 
to discredit the miracle Jesus 
had performed. Though the man 
was neither a debater nor theolo-
gian, he held his own before the 
Pharisees with remarkable poise, 
sticking with the undeniable 
facts: “One thing I 

Continued on page 2 

... JOHN 10: THE CONTEXT 
Four verses in John 10 are pressed into service to 

support this teaching (Hearing the Voice of God 
[HVG]):

36 

10:3: “To him the doorkeeper opens, and the sheep 
hear his voice, and he calls his own sheep by name and 
leads them out.”  

10:4: “When he puts forth all his own, he goes 
ahead of them, and the sheep follow him because they 
know his voice.”  

10:16: “I have other sheep, which are not of this 
fold; I must bring them also, and they will hear My voice; 
and they will become one flock with one shepherd.”  

10:27: “My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, 
and they follow Me.” 

Jesus promised that those who belong to Him will 
hear His voice and follow Him. He also promised that 
His sheep will not follow after the voice of strangers. 

10:5: “A stranger they simply will not follow, but will 
flee from him, because they do not know the voice of 
strangers.”  

10:8: “All who came before Me are thieves and rob-
bers, but the sheep did not hear them.” 

Though often overlooked, verse 6 is key to under-
standing the intended meaning of the Good Shepherd 
Discourse: “This figure of speech Jesus spoke to them, 
but they did not understand what those things were 
which He had been saying to them” (10:6). John explicit-
ly says that Jesus’ description of “hearing His voice” and 
“knowing His voice,” is a figure of speech. Those to 
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addressed to the Pharisees, the unbelieving and false 
shepherds of Israel. 

Knowing the context is essential to understanding 
the metaphor. The man born blind had come to under-
stand that Jesus was the Son of Man - God in the flesh. 
He had embraced Christ and His unambiguous claims 
of deity. He had believed on Jesus as the Son of Man 
and worshiped Him. He was a sheep. The false shep-
herds of Israel, the religious leaders charged with caring 
for the flock of God, had excommunicated him. They 
had reviled and slandered him by putting him out of the 
synagogue. In this discourse, the True Shepherd ad-
dressed the false shepherds for their treatment of this 
man. 

UNDERSTANDING THE METAPHOR 

To him the doorkeeper opens, and the sheep 
hear his voice, and he calls his own sheep by 
name and leads them out. When he puts forth 
all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the 
sheep follow him because they know his voice. 
A stranger they simply will not follow, but will 
flee from him, because they do not know the 
voice of strangers. (John 10:3–5) 

In the shepherding regions of the Judean country-
side, each village had a fold where the sheep spent the 
night. Individual shepherds would graze their sheep dur-
ing the day. At night they would bring the sheep back to 
the communal fold where sheep from many different 
flocks would spend the night together. As they ap-
proached the door, the shepherd would stop and in-
spect each sheep before putting it into the communal 
fold. 

The sheep fold was a pen with high walls and one 
door. This walled enclosure provided shelter from the 
elements and protection from predators. One man, a 
hired hand, spent the night with the sheep. This made it 
possible for one person to guard multiple flocks of 
sheep overnight. 

In the morning, the shepherd would arrive to gather 
his sheep. The doorkeeper would open the door and the 
shepherd would call his sheep. The sheep, recognizing 
his voice, would follow him out the door to pasture. The 
sheep that did not belong to him would remain inside 
the fold since they would not come to the voice of a 
stranger. Only his sheep would come because they rec-
ognized his voice. In this way, the shepherd could 
quickly and efficiently separate his sheep from all oth-
ers. This is the cultural background behind the meta-
phor Jesus used in verses 3-5. 

The imagery was lost on the Pharisees. John 
notes, “This figure of speech Jesus spoke to them, but 
they did not understand what those things were which 
He had been saying to them.” That editorial statement is 
the key to a proper interpretation of Jesus’ words. The 
language is a “figure of speech.” Jesus was not speak-
ing of a literal voice or of literal hearing. If He were, 
John would not say that it was a “figure of speech.” If 

Continued on page  3 

do know, that though I was blind, now I see.” Finding 
no way to discredit the man or the miracle, the Phari-
sees “put him out” of the synagogue (9:24-34). 

Jesus heard what the Pharisees had done and 
sought out the man whom He had healed. Jesus re-
vealed that He was the divine Son of Man, prompting 
the once-blind man to confess his newfound faith say-
ing, “Lord, I believe.” He worshipped Jesus (9:38). The 
man had not only received physical sight, but spiritual 
sight as well. He believed in Jesus and worshiped Him. 

In the very next verse (9:39), Jesus interpreted the 
lesson of His own miracle stating, “For judgment I 
came into this world, so that those who do not see may 
see, and that those who see may become blind.” It is 
obvious that Jesus was not speaking in physical terms 
but describing the spiritual truth the miracle was in-
tended to teach. 

The Old Testament predicted that the Messiah 
would bring light to those in darkness causing them to 
see. Those spiritually benighted would receive the light 
of truth.37 The miracle of giving physical sight to the 
blind was a picture of a greater spiritual reality, name-
ly, that spiritual eyes were opened and those in dark-
ness came into the light. 

On others, His coming had the opposite effect. 
Those who claimed to have spiritual sight were shown 
to be blind. This is what Jesus meant when He an-
swered the Pharisees in the closing verses of Chapter 
9: “Those of the Pharisees who were with Him heard 
these things and said to Him, ‘We are not blind too, are 
we?’ Jesus said to them, ‘If you were blind, you would 
have no sin; but since you say, “We see,” your sin re-
mains’” (vv. 40-41). 

They understood Jesus was not speaking of phys-
ical sight. They professed themselves to be clear-
sighted, but they were spiritually blind. They were blind 
to their own blindness. Since they would not admit 
their need for sight by acknowledging their own blind-
ness, they would remain in darkness. This was God’s 
judgment on them. 

The miracle was a vivid illustration of Jesus’ 
teaching. The man was blind both physically and spirit-
ually. Jesus gave him physical sight and in doing so, 
opened his spiritual eyes as well. In contrast, the Phar-
isees, who refused to admit their own spiritual blind-
ness, responded to the miracle with unrepentant unbe-
lief, all while claiming, “We see” (v. 41). 

Chapter 9 closes with words of reproof directed at 
unbelieving Pharisees for their unwillingness to admit 
their own spiritual blindness. Chapter 10 is the continu-
ation of Jesus’ words to the Pharisees. The Good 
Shepherd Discourse was delivered to the same unbe-
lieving Pharisees mentioned in 9:40. This is one of the 
most interesting things about the Good Shepherd Dis-
course: it was not addressed to His sheep. Presuma-
bly, there were sheep (true believers) there to hear it 
including the man born blind and the disciples. Howev-
er, it was not addressed to them. These words were 
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 the “hearing” in the passage is a figure of speech, 
then it doesn’t refer to actual “hearing.” 

John notes that the Pharisees did not under-
stand that what Jesus was describing. Jesus ex-
plained the figure of speech in greater detail in John 
10:7–18: 

So Jesus said to them again, “Truly, truly, I 
say to you, I am the door of the sheep. All 
who came before Me are thieves and rob-
bers, but the sheep did not hear them. I am 
the door; if anyone enters through Me, he 
will be saved, and will go in and out and find 
pasture. The thief comes only to steal and 
kill and destroy; I came that they may have 
life, and have it abundantly. I am the good 
shepherd; the good shepherd lays down His 
life for the sheep. He who is a hired hand, 
and not a shepherd, who is not the owner of 
the sheep, sees the wolf coming, and 
leaves the sheep and flees, and the wolf 
snatches them and scatters them. He flees 
because he is a hired hand and is not con-
cerned about the sheep. I am the good 
shepherd, and I know My own and My own 
know Me, even as the Father knows Me and 
I know the Father; and I lay down My life for 
the sheep. I have other sheep, which are 
not of this fold; I must bring them also, and 
they will hear My voice; and they will be-
come one flock with one shepherd. For this 
reason the Father loves Me, because I lay 
down My life so that I may take it again. No 
one has taken it away from Me, but I lay it 
down on My own initiative. I have authority 
to lay it down, and I have authority to take it 
up again. This commandment I received 
from My Father.” 

Jesus used the analogy to teach that He is both 
the door to the sheep (10:7) and the Shepherd of the 
sheep (10:11). Unlike thieves and robbers, Jesus 
comes to give life to His sheep (10:9-10). He is not a 
hireling who runs from danger, but lays down His life 
for them (10:11, 15, 17, 18). He is the Good Shepherd, 
committed to gathering in His sheep, saving them, and 
securing them everlastingly. 

Here is the crux of the issue: what does it mean to 
hear His voice? 

When read in context, it is difficult to miss the 
salvific point of the metaphor. Jesus was not describing 
the ability of believers to hear the whispers of the 
Shepherd in their daily lives through impressions and 
nudges. He was describing His work of bringing His 
sheep to salvation. He mentions giving them eternal life 
(10:10) and laying down His life for them (10:17-18). 

Later in this same passage, at the time of the 
Feast of Dedication, Jesus used the same language 
and analogy, to confront the same hostile Jews with 
their unbelief. John 10:25-30 says: 

Jesus answered them, “I told you, and you do 
not believe; the works that I do in My Father’s 
name, these testify of Me. But you do not be-
lieve because you are not of My sheep. My 
sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and 
they follow Me; and I give eternal life to them, 
and they will never perish; and no one will 
snatch them out of My hand. My Father, who 
has given them to Me, is greater than all; and 
no one is able to snatch them out of the Fa-
ther’s hand. I and the Father are one.” 

HVG proponents quote verse 27 to prove that Je-
sus promises to speak personally to all His sheep. 
Even a cursory look at the immediate context shows 
that the verse in question has nothing to do with that. In 
this passage, hearing His voice results in salvation. His 
sheep hear His voice and they follow 

Continued on page 7 



 
>>>Garden of Readin’ 

 

Women’s Ministry <<< 

Freedom's Stand 

by Jeanette Windle 
 

KCC supports Marty and Jeanette Windle as missionaries with BCM International. Did you know 

that Jeanette also writes Christian fiction? Here’s just one of her books. Set in Afghanistan, Free-

dom's Stand tells the story of three people searching for love and freedom in an oppressed country. A 

relief worker is shocked by sinister changes in her organization. A Muslim renounces a life of jihad 

when he encounters Jesus Christ—but at what cost? Hardened Special Forces veteran Steve Wilson 

longs for something that will give his life purpose. Please contact Jenny Leo (208-610-2520) 
about donations or any library-related matter. 

Starting Monday, September 14 
 

Location:  209 Heath Lake Rd., Sagle 
 (home of Diane Carlson) 

Book:  Colossians 
Led by:  Lori Wood 

Monday Mornings 
 9:00 a.m.  

 

Thursday Evenings 
 6:30 p.m.  

                     Starting Thursday, Sept. 10 
 

Location:  67 Ponder Point Dr., Sandpoint  
 (home of Barbara Juneau) 

Book:  Attitudes of a Transformed Heart  
  by Martha Peace 
 

Led by:  Lisa Slippy  

 

’

 

Come for a refreshing look at how we can have the peace 
of God that exceeds our understanding. 

 

--Brunch 
--An encouraging devotional 
--An overview of ministries in the church 
--Joyful fellowship 
 

Childcare will be provided through your donations. 

SATURDAY 
SEPT. 12 
9:30 a.m. 

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDIES 



 
 
 

 

Student Ministries <<< 

>>>Kootenai Thunder 

For the most current information, please check our website and Facebook page.   
kootenaithunder.com 

September Dates! 
2 Guys’/Girls’ Bible Studies, 7:30-9 p.m. 

4 Ice Cream Sundaes and Games! 
9 Youth Group @ KCC, 7-9 p.m. 
16 Guys’/Girls’ Bible Studies, 7:30-9 p.m. 
23rd Youth Group @ KCC, 7-9 p.m. 

Game Night!  

Sept. 4, 6:30 p.m. 

 

Head to KCC  and 

enjoy ice cream 

sundaes and 

games! 

Kootenai Classifieds >>> 

BAKED GOODS 
Selling home-baked cheesecakes (baked with 
love): $20 each.  My original has graham 
cracker crust with plain cheesecake and rasp-
berry topping. 
Also taking special orders for any baked 
good.   

Call/text 208-597-6299 Anna Bottcher 

Homegrown herbs and veggies 
Now:  parsley, lovage, cilantro, dill, kale, zucchini 

 

For prices and more availability  
call Andrea Kinne 

208-265-0102 

The Thunder board has decided to go ahead with our 
fall volleyball/soccer seasons.  

VOLLEYBALL 
 

Open to GIRLS 
10 years old-12th 

grade. 

SOCCER 
 

Open to BOYS in 
grades 7-12.   

If you or someone you know is interested in participating, please contact Tracy Jensen at 208-290-7898 

SCHOLARSHIP DONATIONS:  

We have started a scholarship 
fund for families that are unable 
to afford the player fee. If you 

would like to donate specifically 
to that, contact Diedre Osman. 



>>>Adventure Club 

  
Church News <<< 

MID-WEEK  
BIBLE STUDY 

Tuesdays at 7:00 p.m. 
 

Led by Bryan Wood 
 

Studying the book of Jonah 

HAVE YOU SIGNED UP TO BE IN THE ONLINE 
CHURCH DIRECTORY? 

 
If not... 

Please give your information to Marcia 
or email her at 

secretary@nctv.com. 
Only those in the directory will be able to 

access the online directory. 

NEW Playgroup 
 
Moms with pre-school children are invited to KCC on 
Thursday mornings from 9:30 a.m. -11:30 a.m., to visit and 
let the kids play! Please contact Emily Hill at 208-596-
6904 with any questions.  

HELP NEEDED:  Lanny and Carol Keller have a much-
loved candelabra-style floor lamp that needs to be re-

wired, and a new switch added. If you are able to do this 
for them, please call 208-610-0292. 

Adventure Club is Here!   

Starting September 11!  
Parents and children, Adventure Club has finally arrived!  We have been preparing 

for our new weekly Children's Bible Club for almost a year, and it is here! 

When can I register? 
Registration will happen on Ad-
venture Club Sunday (Aug. 30), 
or on the first night. 
  

At what age can kids 
attend AC? 
Trackers - Ages 3-5 
Scouts - Grades 1-3 
Trailblazers - Grades 4-6 
 

What does AC cost? 
Fees are $60/child or $120/

family. 
 

What time does it 
start? 
AC will be every Friday night, 
from 6:30 (check-in) to 8:15 
(check-out). 
 

Who can come? 
AC is open to all church chil-
dren, and children outside our 
church.  We will not be actively 
promoting AC outside our 
church right now, but hope to 
do so at some point. 

Please be in prayer for this weekly 
ministry, that God will use our 
church body to witness to these 
children and to disciple them. 
 
We praise God for 39 workers who 
have enthusiastically accepted the 
AC call! 
 
Questions?  Please talk to Dave & 
Diane Rich. 



Him and He gives them eternal life.  Further, because 
they are His, He secures them so that “they will never 
perish; and no one will snatch them out of [His] hand.” 
Jesus was describing the individual salvation of His 
sheep, not individual revelation through whispers and 
impressions. Hearing His voice is a figure of speech 
(10:6) for heeding the divine summons that draws the 
elect to Christ for salvation. In other Scripture passages, 
this is referred to as “the call.” 

As with the passage earlier in the chapter, Jesus 
was not addressing believers, but the unbelieving Jews 
who had gathered around Him in the portico to question 
Him. That they were not believers is indicated by Jesus’ 
words in verse 26: “But you do not believe because you 
are not of my sheep.” 

Jesus was explaining their unbelief. They did not 
believe on Him because they did not belong to Him. If 
they belonged to Him, they would hear His voice and 
believe. If they belonged to Him (i.e. were His sheep), 
He would give them eternal life, and secure them eter-
nally. His sheep are secure because the Father gave 
them to the Son. They are the people for whom the Son 
would lay down His life.39 

Sheep hearing the Shepherd’s voice is a figure of 
speech Jesus used to describe His saving call to those 
the Father had given to Him (His sheep). This saving 
call infallibly brings about the salvation and security of 
all His sheep.  In the words of the analogy, “they hear 
His voice” and not the “voice of strangers.” Those who 
belong to the Son hear Him when He calls them to sal-
vation. Belonging to Him precedes being called to Him 
as the metaphor makes clear. It is because His sheep 
belong to Him (given to Him by the Father) that they 
hear His voice, come to Him, and receive eternal life. 
The Pharisees did not believe (hear His voice and come 
to Him) because they did not belong to Him. They had 
not been given to Him by the Father (10:26). This was 
Jesus’ explanation of their persistent unbelief. 

GETTING IT BACKWARDS 
HVG theology says salvation results in hearing the 

Shepherd’s voice. John 10 teaches that hearing the 
Shepherd’s voice results in salvation. HVG theology 
says salvation gives the ability to hear the Shepherd’s 
voice. John 10 teaches that hearing his voice gives us 
salvation. 

HVG theology says we will hear the voice of the 
Shepherd if we cultivate an intimate love relationship 
with Him. John 10 teaches that we hear the voice of the 
Shepherd because we belong to Him as a gift from the 
Father. 

HVG theology says we hear His voice after salva-
tion. John 10 teaches that we hear His voice prior to sal-
vation. 

HVG theology says salvation makes us His sheep. 
John 10 teaches that we are His sheep before salvation 
because we were given to Him by the Father.  

HVG theology claims that John 10 is Jesus’ promise 
to speak to His people outside Scripture. John 10 is ac-
tually Jesus’ promise to save, sanctify, and secure His 
sheep forever.  

HVG advocates claim that Jesus promised we will 
receive personal, private revelation on a regular, even 
daily, basis. John 10 teaches that Jesus promised that 
those chosen by the Father (Ephesians 1:4) and given 
to the Son will most certainly respond to His gospel call 
with belief resulting in eternal life. 

John 10 has NOTHING to do with receiving person-
alized private revelations. It has nothing to do with hear-
ing Jesus whisper a message to you. It isn’t describing 

an innate or cultivated ability to pick up a frequency of 
divine whispers, nudgings, and promptings. It isn’t de-
scribing a conversational walk with Jesus as He whis-
pers directives into our spiritual ears through feelings 
and impressions. Jesus was talking about salvation, 
the work of gathering His sheep to Himself (10:16), 
saving and securing them in spite of the spiritual threat 
of false shepherds, robbers, and hirelings. 

HVG teachers don’t just get a couple of details of 
the text wrong, they turn the meaning entirely on its 
head. They get it backwards! They take something the 
text explicitly says is a “figure of speech” and turn it 
into a literal description of literal communication. Only 
the most egregious twisting of Jesus’ words could re-
sult in the perverse interpretation of the text promoted 
by HVG advocates. Their teaching on John 10 is an 
inexcusable abuse of the Scriptures by people who 
should know better! 

They write entire books teaching us how to dis-
cern the meaning of a whispered impression but they 
cannot discern the clear meaning of a written text! 
They think they can discern the meaning of God’s 
whispers in signs, impressions, and inner promptings, 
but they cannot accurately discern the plain meaning 
of the inspired Word. If they cannot rightly interpret a 
passage as objectively clear and straightforward as 
John 10, why should we trust them to teach us how to 
interpret our vague, subjective, and unclear impres-
sions? 

AN UNBEARABLE BURDEN 
When Scripture is twisted, misinterpreted, and 

misapplied, it wreaks havoc in the spiritual life of the 
believer. John 10 is no exception. Undiscerning Chris-
tians are taught that Jesus has promised to speak to 
them and that hearing Him is an innate ability they 
possess by virtue of being a Christian. As Shirer 
states, “If you’re His child - if you’re one of His sheep - 
the certainty of God speaking to you is as sure as the 
chair you’re sitting in.”40 

For many Christians this never materializes. They 
do not receive the promised whispers. Their attempts 
to divine the signs, read their circumstances, and in-
terpret their feelings only result in frustrated confusion 
and uncertainty. Though their hesitation to trust im-
pressions and experiences is, in fact, a more spiritual-
ly mature instinct than listening for whispers, they are 
made to feel as if they are, at best, immature, second 
class believers and, at worst, not believers at all.  
This abuse of John 10 places an unbearable burden 
on the shoulders of the untaught believer. They are 
made to question their spirituality, maturity, and salva-
tion all because of this unbiblical teaching. New believ-
ers need to be taught that God speaks in Scripture 
and Scripture alone. They should not be taught to look 
outside of Scripture for God’s revelation for He has not 
promised to provide that. 

_________________________________  
 
36The fact that partial phrases from these four verses are so commonly 
cited in HVG books without any reference to or explanation of their context, 
is an indication that something is amiss. This typically signals an abuse of 
a passage and a misrepresentation of an author’s intended meaning.  
37Isaiah 9:2; 29:18; 32:3; 35:5; 42:7; Luke 7:18-23.  
38See also Romans 1:7; 8:28–30; 9:24; 1 Corinthians 1:2, 22–24; Galatians 1:6, 15; 
Ephesians 4:1-4; 2 Thessalonians 2:13–14; 2 Timothy 1:9; 1 Peter 5:10; 2 Peter 
1:3. Those who come to the Son do so not by their own power but because they 
are called. The Shepherd of the sheep calls the sheep to Himself. Consequently, 
we are referred to as "the called." Nowhere in Scripture are unbelievers referred 
to in this way. 
39This same truth is taught in numerous passages of John’s 
Gospel, but most thoroughly in Chapters 6, 10, & 17 where Continued on page 8 
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the electing purposes of the Father are secured by the obedient sacrifice of the Son. In all three chapters, the Lord Jesus speaks of a specific people who belong to 
Him as a gift from the Father. These same people are infallibly saved and secured by the work of the Son on their behalf.  
40Shirer, Discerning the Voice of God, 34. 

 

It is woven into the fabric of modern evangelicalism. The subject of numerous 
books, conferences, and sermons every year, it’s promoted as essential for a vi-
brant relationship with Christ, and a measure of the maturity of your faith. What 
is it? Hearing God speak personally, outside of Scripture. 
  
But is God trying to speak to you through signs, impressions, and subtle prompt-
ings? Is He whispering to you in a still small voice, hoping to grab your atten-
tion? Does Scripture promise that every Christian will receive personal, private 
revelations from the Lord? 
  
In God Doesn’t Whisper, Pastor Jim Osman examines the assumptions, practic-
es, and proof texts of those who promote a theology of hearing the voice of God. 
Dig into the texts often cited in defense of trying to hear God speak outside of 
His written Word. Scripture is clear: God doesn’t whisper. 

ENDORSED BY JUSTIN PETERS 
“Many teach that God is whispering private revelations to His peo-
ple. The spiritual harm and theological mischief spawned by this 
errant doctrine is incalculable. In God Doesn’t Whisper, Jim Osman 
has written what is, in my estimation, the definitive work on this sub-
ject. Read this book, carefully consider its arguments, and rest in the 
sufficiency of Scripture. I simply cannot recommend this book highly 
enough!”       - Justin Peters 

AVAILABLE NOW! 
This book can be purchased at the church Welcome Table  

or on Amazon.com 


