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5-8 Church Campout 

15  Baby Shower, Jayde Cordes 

17-21 Adventure Club Welcome Week 
 

Expounding the Scriptures, Exhorting the Saints,  
Exalting the Savior 

 A cardinal doctrine of Christianity is the belief that God has re-
vealed Himself to mankind according to His own will. Christians 
believe in a personal, transcendent God Who has taken the initiative 
to reveal Himself to us. 
 If God hadn’t revealed Himself to us in the person of Christ and 
in Scripture, our knowledge of Him would be limited to that revealed 
in creation. Even then, our understanding would be skewed and unre-
liable since sin has marred God’s creation, placing it under a curse 
(Romans 8:18-22). We observe a fallen creation that doesn’t look or 
function as originally created. Further, all our observations are tainted 
by our own sin, moral darkness, and fallen intellect. The revelation in 
creation is sufficient to hold us accountable for our sin (Romans 1:18-
21) but not sufficient to redeem us from God’s justice. 
 According to Hebrews 1:1-2, the greatest and final revelation of 
God’s nature and will is Jesus Christ: “God, after He spoke long ago 
to the fathers in the prophets in many portions and in many ways, in 
these last days has spoken to us in His Son, whom He appointed heir 
of all things, through whom also He made the world.” The zenith of 
God’s revelation is the person of Christ. The Old Testament anticipat-
ed that revelation and the New Testament explains it. Biblical Christi-
anity affirms that the 66 books of our Bible contained in the Old and 
New Testaments is the full, inspired, inerrant, infallible, authoritative, 
and perfect Word of the Living God. We believe God has spoken and 
preserved His Word for us by His providential working through histo-
ry. 
 Further, no Christian would argue that God cannot communicate 
with men. We believe God is sovereign and can do whatever He 
pleases (Psalm 115:3; Daniel 4:34-35). Throughout biblical history, 
God communicated clearly to men and women and used human in-
struments to record that communication, preserving it to the blessing 
and benefit of His people for centuries to come. 
 No believer who loves Scripture would ever suggest that God 
cannot speak or that He has not spoken. The question that concerns 
us here is: “Has He promised to speak to me today outside of Scrip-
ture?” 
 
AS THEN, SO NOW 
 HVG (Hearing the Voice of God) advocates teach that God is 
speaking today, just as He did in biblical times. Charles Stanley 

God Doesn’t Whisper 
Chapter 5:  Faulty Assumption #2, Part 1 

 
By Jim Osman, Pastor/Teacher 

writes, “We might ask, ‘Why would God still want to talk to us today? 
Hasn’t He said enough from Genesis to Revelation?’ There are several 
compelling reasons why God still has His lines of communication open 
with His people.”1 Stanley offers these four reasons for his claim: 

First and foremost, He loves us just as much as He loved the peo-
ple of Old and New Testament days . . . . The second reason God 
still speaks today is that we need His definite and deliberate direc-
tion for our lives, as did Joshua, Moses, Jacob, or Noah . . . . A 
third reason God speaks today is that He knows we need the com-
fort and assurance just as much as did the believers of old . . . . I 
believe the most important reason God is still talking today is that 
He wants us to know Him.2 

 In three of the four reasons for believing God still speaks, Stanley 
references God’s activity with believers of old including Joshua, Mo-
ses, Jacob, or Noah. He suggests we need God to speak today just as 
believers in biblical times needed God to speak to them. He is assum-
ing the information God revealed to them is not sufficient for us. It 
doesn’t communicate His love for us or provide us comfort and assur-
ance. 
 He writes, “Throughout Scripture we have the promise that God 
will indeed speak to us, but if we come to Him doubting His ability to 
speak, we will have a difficult time listening.”3 Those who do not em-
brace this paradigm of “hearing from God” do not doubt God’s ability 
to speak. We simply deny that God does so through the highly subjec-
tive, unreliable, and spurious methods Stanley promotes. He assumes 
that God’s revelation in the past constitutes a promise of revelation in 
the present.  
 Following suit, Henry Blackaby writes, “The testimony of the Bi-
ble from Genesis to Revelation is that God speaks to His people. In our 
day God speaks to us through the Holy Spirit.”4 Blackaby assumes that 
since God provided the Scriptures (Genesis-
Revelation) by speaking to His people then, 
He is still doing so today through the Holy 
Spirit. He writes: 

If anything is clear from a reading of the 
Bible, this fact is clear: God speaks to 
His people. He spoke to Adam and Eve 
in the garden of Eden in Genesis. He 
spoke to Abraham and the other patri-
archs. God spoke to the judges, kings, 
and prophets. God was in Christ Jesus 
speaking to the disciples. God spoke to 
the early church, and God spoke to John 
on the Isle of Patmos in Revelation. God 
does speak to His people, and you can 



anticipate that He will be speaking to you also.5 

 The HVG argument is not made from Bible passages that clearly 
teach God is always speaking. There is no passage in Scripture that 
promises that if God spoke to Moses He will speak to me. HVG advo-
cates assume that if God revealed truth in the past He must reveal truth 
today in the same ways. They assume that God must deal with His 
people today in the same way He dealt with the saints of old.6 

 When they read the Bible, they do not see a perfect, sufficient, and 
complete revelation of divine truth. Instead, they see a historical record 
of ways God has communicated in times past. It serves as a template 
for discerning God’s voice in the present - an example of all the ways 
we should expect to hear God speak today. 
 Mark Batterson abuses the text of Hebrews 1:1 to make this very 
point. He selectively quotes only a portion of the opening sentence of 
Hebrews: “God spoke to our ancestors . . . at many times and in vari-
ous ways.”7 He then recounts a number of “strange and mysterious 
ways” in which God spoke: the burning bush, signs and wonders, an 
illness, a disembodied hand writing on a Babylonian palace wall, and 
Balaam’s donkey.  
 Batterson then writes, “Let me be absolutely clear about one thing. 
After highlighting the various ways in which God speaks, the writer of 
Hebrews zeros in on God’s greatest revelation: Jesus Christ. He is the 
full and final revelation of God.”8 So far, so good! But Batterson does 
not stop there. In the very next paragraph he writes, “Does God still 
speak in ‘various ways’? I believe He does. I believe God speaks in the 
same ways now as He did then, but now we have the distinct advantage 
of having Scripture as our sounding board.”9 

 Did you notice the blatant contradiction? “He [Jesus Christ] is the 
full and final revelation of God,” and, “I believe God speaks in the 
same ways now as He did then . . . .” If Jesus is the final revelation of 
God, then God is not speaking the same way now as He did then. Ei-
ther Jesus is the final revelation or God continues to speak today. If 
God continues to speak today, then Jesus wasn’t the final revelation. 
Batterson can’t have it both ways. 
 For HVG advocates, the “strange and mysterious ways” God spoke 
in the past serve as examples of how He speaks today. Do they really 
believe God will speak through a talking donkey, a hand writing mes-
sages on walls, and burning bushes? If God is speaking through those 
same means, why do we not have video evidence of these things regu-
larly taking place among us today?10 

 Further, notice how Batterson described Scripture as “our sounding 
board.” In the very same section, he writes: 

To believe that God speaks only through the Bible is to handcuff 
the God of the Bible as the Bible has revealed Him to us. Yes, 
Scripture provides our checks and balances. And God will never 
say anything that is contrary to His good, pleasing, and perfect will 
as revealed in Scripture.11 

 For HVG teachers, the value of Scripture lies in its use to check 
God’s personal voice to us. We go to Scripture and see if our own per-
sonal revelations match the pattern of God’s past revelations. The 
“sounding board” serves either to confirm what I sense God has whis-
pered or to help me know when I am getting it wrong. 
 Batterson claims that we have an advantage the saints of old didn’t. 
We have Scripture as a “sounding board” by which we can test God’s 
voice. But how do we know the “sounding board” is right? How do we 
know the saints of old got it right if they didn’t have a “sounding 
board” by which to check God’s voice to them? 
 Don’t miss the hopelessly subjective theological mess created by 
HVG teachers at this point. On the one hand they claim that God 
speaks in the same way today as He did in Bible times with no differ-
ence in the manner, frequency, or quality. On the other hand, they tell 
us that we need the Bible as a “sounding board” against which we can 
“check” the whispers of God. If the saints of old did not need a 
“sounding board” when they received the whispers of God, why do we 
need one to double check the exact same kind of whispers? How do we 
know they got it right without a “sounding board”? According to Bat-
terson, they were at a disadvantage. How do we know Scripture is ac-
curate, authoritative, and infallible, if they received the same kinds of 
whispers we do, but wrote it down without a “sounding board”? 
 The only resolution to this confusing contradiction is for HVG 

teachers to admit one of the following: 
 1. God cannot speak today with the same accuracy, clarity, and 
authority as He did in Bible times. He was able to give clear, precise 
revelation long ago without the need of a “sounding board.” However, 
for some reason, He is no longer able to do so. 
 2. God does not speak today with the same accuracy, clarity, and 
authority as He did in Bible times. He has changed the manner and 
clarity with which He speaks. Today’s voice is an inferior, unclear, 
and easily misunderstood message that needs to be checked by an 
outside standard – the “sounding board.”  
 3. There is no real guarantee that Scripture is any more inspired 
and trustworthy than my latest random thought.12 

 Regardless of which option they choose, they are forced to admit 
that this foundational assumption of the HVG paradigm is false. Either 
they must deny that Scripture is unique or they must deny that God is 
speaking in the same way today as long ago. 
COMMUNICATION AND RELATIONSHIP 
 HVG advocates teach that since God is a “communicating God,” 
He is always speaking. In his book The Power of a Whisper, Bill 
Hybels writes in a chapter titled “Our Communicating God,” 
“Throughout history God has spoken. . . . In short, our God is a com-
municating God. Always has been, and always will be.”13 He cites 
Elijah, David, Moses, and other examples of God’s communication, 
assuring us that God is always communicating with His people. 
 For Hybels, Willard, and Blackaby, God’s communications are an 
essential element of a loving relationship. Hybels quotes Willard when 
he says, “People are meant to live in an ongoing relationship with 
God, speaking and being spoken to.”14 For Willard, personal and di-
rect communication with God outside of Scripture is so necessary that 
he wonders “How could there be a personal relationship, a personal 
walk with God - or with anyone else - without individualized commu-
nication?”15 He claims that “God is also with us in a conversational 
relationship: he [sic] speaks with us individually as it is appropriate - 
which is only to be expected between persons who know one another, 
care about each other and are engaged in common enterprises.”16 Such 
regular communications are to be “expected.”  
 These authors cannot picture a relationship with God devoid of 
personal, individual revelation outside of Scripture. Robert Morris 
teaches that God’s voice “arises intrinsically as part of a genuine and 
ongoing relationship with God.”17 Priscilla Shirer says, “Once we have 
been positionally sanctified, we become a part of God’s family, and 
He will speak to us because of that relationship.”18 They claim that, 
like any loving and intimate relationship, our relationship with God 
requires constant two-way communication. 
 Notice the assumption behind this teaching, namely that God has 
not spoken to us sufficiently in the Scriptures. Something more is nec-
essary. HVG teachers fail to understand that Scripture and prayer con-
stitute a two-way relationship. We speak to God in prayer. He speaks 
to us in Scripture. In prayer we offer to God our requests, our praise, 
and our adoration. We express to Him the affections of our hearts, the 
lamentations over our sins, and the exultations of our joy. When we 
read Scripture, we can hear God speak, through the written Word, of 
His love for us, His redemptive purposes, and His steadfast promises. 
In Scripture, God describes to us His sovereign will for all of creation, 
and His individual will for us His people.19 THAT is two-way commu-
nication. 
 
PROOF TEXT TO THE RESCUE! 
 John 10:4: “When he puts forth all his own, he goes ahead of 
them, and the sheep follow him because they know his voice.” 
 John 10:27: “My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they 
follow Me.” 
 HVG teachers cite Scripture in their attempt to prove God has 
promised to speak to us today outside of Scripture. The most common-
ly cited text is John 10. Nearly every advocate of this theology appeals 
to Jesus’ words in the Good Shepherd Discourse. 
 Henry Blackaby cites John 10 a number of times. In an ironically-
titled chapter, “God Speaks Through the Bible,” he writes: 

Jesus compared the relationship He has with His followers to the 
relationship a shepherd has with his sheep. 
He said, “He who enters by the door is the Continued on page 7 



  
Dear Brothers and Sisters at Kootenai: 
  
I trust all is well with you guys, we are fine here. I have 
started up once again, the high dose vitamin C infusion 
therapy. While I am strapped to an IV pole for 3 hours, 
I have had so many opportunities to share Christ. 
There are always at least three others in there with me. 
This Monday I spent at least three hours talking with 
hurting people. I hate to say this, but when the word 
gets out that you have stage 4 cancer and have been 
given 6 months to live, everybody listens. When I 
share how God is carrying me along, anchoring my 
spirit in His Spirit, my captive audience is incredulous.  
Thank you, KCC, for your generosity that is making this opportunity possible. 
  
Yours by grace, Bruce and Lynda Morock 

The Sunday School Classes 
 
PreK-K: Katie Moon and Angie 
Cates, assisted by Hannah Duchow 
 

1st-3rd Grade: Melody Lynch and 
Jenny Stevens, assisted by Sara Joy 
Rasor and Anna Bottcher 
 

4th-6th Grade:  Diane Rich, assisted 
by Kathy Conger and Holly Haymond 

7th-8th Grade:  Taryn Adams, as-
sisted by Jennifer Barba 
 

9th-12th Grade:  Jay Cates,  
assisted by Ed Barba  
 

Adult:  Cornel Rasor and Jess 
Whetsel 

 
Sunday 
School  
begins  

at 9:30 a.m. 

THE PURPOSE of this outreach is two-fold. 

The PRIMARY purpose is to see God move and SAVE the souls of those coming in here. We believe and uphold the “Good 

News” (Gospel) that JESUS CHRIST died to free all who will receive His gracious pardon and have eternal life with God!  

“For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have 

everlasting life.” John 3:16  

Our SECOND purpose is to help meet the natural needs of those coming into the Bonner Gospel Mission with FOOD, SHEL-

TER, and CLOTHING.  

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

SOME PEOPLE FIND themselves in need of the special help that we can offer because they are just passing through and 

need to be fed and housed for a period of five days or less. Others may find themselves homeless for one reason or another.  

Whether homeless or just out of prison with no friends or family willing or able to help, we welcome ANY [men] who will agree to abide by the rules and 

schedule of the Bonner Gospel Mission. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

WE ARE CONVINCED that the reason for most of those who find themselves in need of the Mission is a result of poor life choices and rebellion.  

THOSE STANDARDS that God set forth in the Bible are the standards that we go by here at the Bonner Gospel Mission. We have seen the proof that JE-

SUS can change a life of mistakes into a life of worth and meaning.  

“I waited patiently for the Lord and He inclined unto me, and He heard my cry. He brought me up, also, out of a horrible pit,  out of the miry clay, and set 

my feet upon a rock, and established my goings.” Psalm 40:1,2     

THERE IS A TUB IN THE FOYER FOR NON-PERISHABLE DONATIONS TO BE MADE TO BONNER GOSPEL MISSION 



 

 

 

>>>Garden of Readin’ 

Women’s Ministry <<< 

 

 

Please contact Jenny Leo (208-610-2520) about donations or any library-related matter. 

Who’s Who in Christian History 
J. D. Douglas, editor 

 
This doorstop-sized tome contains over 1500 biographical entries of people prominent in 

Christian history (most admirable, a few not so much) spanning the 1st through 20th 

centuries. If you’ve always been curious about Gustavus Adolphus or Jane Laurie Borth-

wick (or even if you haven’t), it makes for engrossing reading for history buffs and stu-

dents. 

>>>Kootenai Classifieds  

Place your ad here next month!  

Email the details to lisaslippy@gmail.com by the 15th 

of the month! 

Homegrown herbs and veggies 
Now:  parsley, lovage, cilantro, dill, kale, zucchini 

 

for prices and more availability  
call Andrea Kinne 

208-265-0102 

 

 

Starting Monday, September 14 
 

Location:  209 Heath Lake Rd., Sagle 
 (home of Diane Carlson) 

Book:  Colossians 
Led by:  Lori Wood 

Thursday Evenings 
 6:30 p.m.  

Starting Thursday, September 10 
 

Location:  67 Ponder Point Dr., Sandpoint  
 (home of Barbara Juneau) 

Book:  Attitudes of a Transformed Heart  
      by Martha Peace 
Led by:  Lisa Slippy  

2021 Ladies’ Spring Retreat Announcement:  MARTHA PEACE WILL BE OUR SPEAKER! 
Keep your calendar clear for May 14-15! 

Monday Mornings 
 9:00 a.m.  

Women’s Bible Study 
SIGN UP NOW AT THE WELCOME TABLE 

BABY SHOWER 

For Jayde Cordes 

Saturday, August 15, 2:00 p.m. 

at the church 



 
 
 
 

Student Ministries <<< 
 

2020 

Marley Beach is a private 
campground along the Pend Oreille 
River, west of Dover. Here are some 
important things to note:  
    1) There will be a refrigerator on 
site for our use. This will be for stor-
ing food for the Saturday BBQ/
Potluck. 
    2) Campfires are permitted in the 
campfire ring next to the pavilion 
only. 
    3) There is running water and an 
outdoor shower for your conven-
ience. 
    4) There is a boat launch on site. 
Feel free to bring your boat!   
    5) Dogs are not allowed! Sorry.   

The campground is 6 miles 
west from Division on High-
way 2. Turn left at Smith 
Creek Rd, cross the tracks, 
go left around corner and 
stay right, going through 
gate. 

August 5 (Wednesday) 

 2:00 p.m. Campground is open 

Aug. 6-7 (Thursday and Friday) 

 All-day fun and relaxation 

Aug. 8 (Saturday) 

 12:00 p.m. - BBQ/Potluck   

 2:00 p.m. - Baptism Service 

 7:00 p.m. -  Campout is over. 

       Clean up and leave 

Volleyball 
Swimming 
Croquet 

Extreme Croquet 
Boating 

Canoeing 
Fishing 
Relaxing 

Fellowshipping 
Games 
S'mores 

KCC SUMMER PICNIC & BAPTISMAL SERVICE 
Saturday, August 8 

 

at Marley Beach Campground 
 

12:00 BBQ Potluck 
  2:00 Baptismal Service 
 
Bring: side dish or dessert  
Provided:  hot dogs, hamburgers, and trimmings  

SIGN UP AT THE WELCOME TABLE TODAY! 
There will be a COVID-19 liability release waiver for everyone to sign. This is a requirement 

of the campground.  

 

>>>Kootenai Thunder 

Student Ministries is tak-
ing a break for August! 
Please continue to be in 

prayer for our teens that 
are working at the camp! 

 

Thunder News: We are approaching 
the fall sports season with optimism but 
tempered with realistic expectation due 
to the new COVID restrictions for 
schools. The schedule for our fall sports 
is online and we are currently working 
with our rental facilities on the new 
COVID regulations. We will be going 
ahead with registration for now as usual 
and will have updates on our Facebook 
page and website if and when changes 
occur. 

If sports seasons are cancelled for the year, we will be 
brainstorming to come up with activities for our 

Thunder families to help maintain a social network 
for the athletes. 

kootenaithunder.com 



 Church News <<< 

 

>>>Adventure Club 

Lost and Found 
 

A Lost and Found box is in the foy-
er next to the Welcome Table. If 
you are missing anything, come 
and check it out. Unclaimed items will be donated 
after 90 days. 

The Holy Land 
 

Crossroads Biblical Tour 
November 9-19, 2020 

Contact Pastor Jim Osman if you are considering 
 participating in this life-changing adventure. 

WAYS TO 

BE  

INVOLVED 
 

1. Pray that God will do a great work with this ministry.  Pray 
that children will be saved and trained in His Word. 
2. Pray for clubbers to attend and listen, leaders to serve 
joyfully, and directors who will run their clubs. 
3. We need one more person to bring Leader Feeder once a 
month.   
4. We need a talented person to design a flyer once a month. 
5. We need someone to copy and mail this flyer to clubbers 
once a month. 
6. You can support this ministry financially, on a monthly 
basis. 
7. You can sign up to be a leader!   
8. You can sponsor a child ($60) or a family ($120) who can-
not afford the registration fee. 
9. You can donate small prizes or candy which we will use 
nightly. 
10. If you have a special talent, you can ask Dave & Diane 
how you can use it for Adventure Club. 

WEEK OF ADVENTURE 

August 17-21 
6:30 p.m. - 8:15 p.m. nightly 

It’s going to 

be GREAT! 

STARTING SEPTEMBER 8 
For the WHOLE family! 

MID-WEEK BIBLE 
STUDY 

Tuesdays at 7:00 p.m. 
 

Led by Bryan Wood 
 

Studying the book of Jonah 

Due to the church becoming very busy and many activi-

ties being planned, please let the office know if you are 

using the church for any reason so that there are no 

conflicts. 



 

__________________________________________________________ 

 1
Stanley, How to Listen to God, 9. Notice the language of sufficiency unwittingly em-

ployed by Stanley: “Hasn’t He said enough from Genesis to Revelation?” Though some may 
object to my repeated claim that HVG teachers deny the sufficiency of Scripture, their own 
language betrays their true theology. Stanley’s answer shows that he does not believe it is 
enough. Consistently, HVG teachers say that we need something more. 
2Ibid. 
3Ibid., 80. 
4Blackaby and King, Experiencing God, 35. 
5Ibid., 83. Emphasis mine. 
6I understand that many HVG advocates quote various verses of Scripture to support their claim 
that God is speaking today. I will deal with those in future chapters. In this section, I am only 
dealing with the presuppositions that lie behind their uses of the Scriptures. 
7Mark Batterson, Whisper: How to Hear the Voice of God (New York: Crown Publishing 
Group, 2017), 54. 
8Ibid., 55. 
9Ibid. Emphasis mine. Notice that the passage explicitly says these means of God speaking 
characterized the times of the prophets “long ago.” The “long ago” of the passage is set in stark 
contrast to “these last days” in which God’s revelation is given in Christ. The author of Hebrews 
says these “many portions” and “many ways” belonged to the period of revelation “long ago.” 
Mark Batterson claims “God speaks in the same ways now as He did then.” He directly contra-
dicts the very passage he quotes. 
10See Numbers 22:22-30, Exodus 3:1-9, and Daniel 5:1-28. Some may contend that I am press-
ing their teaching to the point of absurdity. I am merely taking their teaching to its logical con-
clusion. I am simply asking HVG teachers to be consistent. They teach that God is speaking the 
same today as He did then, using the very same methods and means. They teach that Scripture is 
an example of the various means God still uses. I doubt that any of these teachers have ever 
expected the audible voice of God from a talking donkey. The fact that they don’t is proof 
positive that they don’t believe it’s the same today as in Bible times.  
11Batterson, W hisper, 55. 
12Dallas Willard teaches this very thing in his book Hearing God. In a chapter titled “The Word 
of God and the Rule of God,” Willard teaches that the subjective voice of God we receive is of 
the same nature as the written Word of God: “The Bible is one of the results of God’s speaking.” 
He redefines “infallibility” in such a way as to deny the biblical doctrine. He denies that the text 
alone is infallible saying, “It is infallible in this way precisely because God never leaves it 
alone.” In other words, it is only to be regarded as “infallible” when God uses it for redemptive 
and communicative purposes. Concerning the inerrancy of Scripture, Willard writes, “The 
inerrancy of the original texts is rendered effective for the purposes of redemption only as that 
text, through its present-day derivatives, is constantly held within the eternal living Word.” With 
Willard, the Bible is not an objectively infallible and inerrant revelation but can only be consid-
ered such as God might use it to communicate His voice to us in the present. Of course, He 
might use a multitude of other means as well, all of which in the moment become infallible and 
inerrant communications to us. After describing many kinds of revelations, Willard says, “But 
all of these are God’s words, as is also his [sic] speaking that we hear when we individually hear 
God” (185). 
13Hybels, The Power of a Whisper, 41. 
14Ibid., 59; Willard, Hearing God, 18. 
15Willard, Hearing God, 26. Emphasis original. 
16Ibid., 67–68. Emphasis mine. 
17Morris, Frequency, xviii. 
18Shirer, He Speaks to Me, 92. Emphasis mine. 
19Though Scripture does not tell us specifically which thing to choose in all the various deci-
sions we face, God has revealed all that is necessary for God-glorifying decision-making. See 
Chapter 17.  
20Blackaby and King, Experiencing God, 102. 
21Ibid., 103. 
22Ibid., 111. 
23Stanley, How to Listen to God, 48. 
24Ibid., 50. 
25Morris, Frequency, 6. 
26Ibid. 
27Ibid. 
28Ibid., 10. 
29Ibid., 9. 
30Ibid., 10. 
31Shirer, He Speaks to Me, 163. Joyce Meyer makes the same claim while equating the voice of 
the Shepherd with an “inner peace”. See Joyce Meyer, How To Hear From God: Learn to Know 
His Voice and Make Right Decisions (New York: Faith Words, 2003), 94. 
Shirer, Discerning the Voice of God, 33–34. Emphasis mine. 
32Meyer, How to Hear From God, 236. 
34They teach that though we have the innate ability to discern His voice, it is still a skill that 
must be learned. Entire books are written to teach us how we can become better at “hearing.”  
35During our weekly Sunday morning worship services, I preached a 7-year-long series of 
messages on the Gospel of John. A thorough exposition of all these relevant passages and their 
context is available at our church website: kootenaichurch.org. 

shepherd of the sheep. . . . The sheep hear his voice. . . . The sheep 
follow him, for they know his voice” (John 10:2-4). In just this 
way, when God speaks to you, you will recognize His voice and 
follow Him.20  

 Borrowing the language from Jesus’ discourse, Blackaby draws this 
conclusion: “With the Scripture as our guide, we know God can speak 
in unique ways to individuals. His people will hear and recognize His 
voice.”21 Notice that for Blackaby, Scripture is not itself the voice of 
God. Rather, it is a guide to hearing and knowing the voice of God 
when it comes in private, individualized ways outside Scripture. 
 Further, Blackaby cites John 10 to teach this: “Is it important to 
know when the Holy Spirit is speaking to you? Yes! How do you know 
what the Holy Spirit is saying? I cannot give you a formula. I can tell you 
that you will know His voice when He speaks (John 10:4).”22 

 Charles Stanley writes: 
Our problem is not that we doubt God’s ability and desire to communi-
cate, but we are all too easily stumped as to how to identify His Voice. 
Since we are His sheep and His sheep “know His voice” (John 10:4), 
there must be some perceptible clues as to the nature of His conversa-
tion.23 

 In a chapter titled “Identifying the Voice of God,” Stanley claims: 
Jesus made it clear in John 10:27 that the believer’s normal experi-
ence is to hear God accurately. “My sheep hear My voice, and I 
know them, and they follow me.” . . .  The natural walk of Spirit-
filled, committed believers is such that when God speaks, we can 
identify His Voice.24 

 Robert Morris identifies John 10 as “one of the foundational Bible 
passages that describe this type of close relationship with God.”25 He 
writes, “John 10 underscores this truth for us: God wants us to live by 
hearing His voice.”26 Morris argues that our ability to hear God is not 
“primarily a behavior. It’s a reflection of our identity.”27 He makes 
much of the fact that Jesus identifies us as His own sheep. According to 
Morris, all those who belong to Jesus are able to hear His voice by vir-
tue of the fact that we are His sheep. He refers to this as our “innate 
ability” saying, “Sheep are born as sheep. They’re born with the innate 
ability to hear a shepherd. It’s woven into the very sequence of their 
DNA.”28 

 According to Morris, John 10 teaches us how the “Great Shepherd” 
provides daily personal guidance for each sheep. Morris writes, “Who 
is Jesus? Jesus is our Good Shepherd. And what are we? We’re sheep. 
And how does the Good Shepherd guide His sheep? By His voice. 
That’s how we’re to live: by listening to Jesus’ voice. We’re to depend 
on hearing His voice regularly and clearly.”29 According to Morris, 
John 10 is Jesus’ promise to regularly speak to you outside Scripture: 
“He declares that He Himself is the Good Shepherd, and He promises 
that His sheep hear His voice.”30 

 Priscilla Shirer leans on John 10 saying, “Christians are the Lord’s 
sheep. He is our Shepherd. As we grow in the Lord, we begin to learn 
how to recognize His voice and understand His messages.”31 According 
to Shirer, this is Jesus’ promise to us:  

Jesus, speaking to His disciples in John 10:27, assured them - and 
us - of this promise: ‘My sheep hear My voice.’ No if’s. [sic] No 
buts. No exceptions. No escape clauses. If you’re His child - if 
you’re one of His sheep - the certainty of God speaking to you is as 
sure as the chair you’re sitting in.32 

 Joyce Meyer uses John 10 to support her teaching that when God 
gives personal revelations we will “just know” whether it is from Him 
or not. She writes, “So people ask, ‘How can I be sure I am hearing 
from God?’ The Word says that we just know His voice from others.”33 
She claims the believer has an innate ability to “just know” whether it 
is God speaking or a deceiving spirit. 
 John 10 is a key passage for HVG advocates. We can summarize 
their teaching on John 10 as: 

1. Jesus has promised to speak to His sheep. 
2. We should expect regular communications from the Shepherd in 
impressions, promptings, and feelings.  
3. All Christians possess an ability to hear and recognize the Shep-
herd’s voice.34 

 But, is this really what John 10 is about? Was Jesus describing con-
tinuous, personalized communications outside of Scripture for daily 
living and guidance?35 
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