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July 

4 Independence Day 

18 Bridal Shower - Megan Rich 

26 Baby Shower - Shelli Cowell 
 

Upcoming:  Church Campout Aug. 5-8, see p. 5 

Expounding the Scriptures, Exhorting the Saints,  
Exalting the Savior 

 For Want of a Nail 
 We are faced daily with a myriad of decisions not 
directly or explicitly addressed in Scripture. They 
range from the petty, to the pressing, to the profound. 
A petty decision might be which shirt to wear on Mon-
day, what to eat for lunch, or whether to take the eleva-
tor or the stairs to the second floor. Pressing decisions 
might be the timing of our vacation, which airline tick-
ets to purchase, or whether my child should go to the 
sleepover at a friend’s house. There are far more pro-
found decisions: whom to marry, what career to pur-
sue, and which college to attend. 
 We are far more likely to pray about which person 
to marry than we are about which shirt to wear. But 
how can we know for sure that a petty decision is real-
ly petty? How do we know it isn’t actually one of the 
most consequential decisions you will ever make? Why 
is it that we insist on hearing from God on the pro-
found decisions, but we don't seem at all interested in 
“hearing His voice” on the petty decisions? We can’t 
know, apart from hindsight, if a small and inconse-
quential decision is really small and inconsequential. 
This truth is aptly illustrated by the old proverb about a 
kingdom falling due to a missing horseshoe nail. 
Known as “For Want of a Nail,” the proverb goes 
something like this: 

For want of a nail the shoe was lost. 
For want of a shoe the horse was lost.  
For want of a horse the rider was lost. 
For want of a rider the message was lost.  
For want of a message the battle was lost.  

God Doesn’t Whisper 
Chapter 4: Faulty Assumption #2 

I Need to Hear from God Outside Scripture 
 

By Jim Osman, Pastor/Teacher 

For want of a battle the kingdom was lost.  
And all for the want of a horseshoe nail.19 

 

 The proverb teaches that there can be unforeseen 
consequences from seemingly small and inconsequen-
tial happenings. No one would predict that a kingdom 
would fall simply because a farrier lacked a single 
horseshoe nail, yet hindsight might show that the other-
wise insignificant event could actually have monumen-
tal consequences. In light of such an outcome, the 
“insignificant event” turns out to be a history-altering 
detail. 
 I made one decision when I was 13 that would forev-
er change the course of my life. I decided to go to a 
neighbor’s house to see his collection of The Hardy Boy 
Mysteries books. I was an avid fan and reader of the 
series and my sister informed me that a man living a 
couple of doors down owned the complete set of hard-
backs.  
 I walked over to view the collection. That was the 
beginning of a friendship that resulted in my attending 
Sunday school and then youth group at Kootenai Com-
munity Church. A couple of years later, the Church paid 
for me to attend the local Bible camp20 where the gospel 
message came to me “in power and 
in the Holy Spirit and with full con-
viction” (1 Thessalonians 1:5). The 
Lord turned me from my sin and 
granted me the faith to trust Christ 
(Philippians 1:29; Ephesians 2:8-9). 
Later, my friend attended Millar 
College of the Bible, where I went 
to a large weekend youth event in 
February of 1989. There I met a 
girl with whom I became infatuat-
ed. She was planning to attend Mil-



lar College in the fall of 1990, so naturally, I decided to 
attend as well. Though she ended all potential for a relation-
ship prior to my arrival at school, I went to Millar anyway, 
intent on winning her back. I didn’t. However, I did meet 
another lovely young lady who became my wife and the 
mother of our four children. 
 What if I hadn’t decided to go look at that Hardy Boys 
book collection? I might not have ever gone to church, then 
camp, then college. I might have stayed in Sandpoint and 
pursued other life choices. I might have met a different wom-
an, married her instead, and I would have different children 
with different names! My present children wouldn’t even 
exist!21 

 Without Bible college, I wouldn’t have been asked to pas-
tor Kootenai Community Church. Consequently, someone 
else would be the pastor and I would never have given my 
life to preaching and writing. I wouldn’t have written this 
book, and you wouldn’t be reading it - all because I decided 
not to go look at a Hardy Boys book collection sometime in 
the mid-1980s.22 

 Hearing the Voice of God (HVG) advocates cannot con-
sistently live out this theology. Do they pray each morning 
about which pair of socks to wear? Do they wait to hear di-
vine revelation concerning what to eat for breakfast, how big 
the serving should be, or how many cups of coffee to drink? 
Do they get God’s will on which shirt to wear every morn-
ing? 
 You might object: “Certainly, the job I decide to take will 
have far more profound consequences than which shirt I 
wear.” Really? How can you know that the shirt you wear 
today is not a Hardy Boys book-level decision?  
 For a thought experiment, imagine the following: 
 Say I choose to wear my red polo with “Kootenai Com-
munity Church” and an emblem of the cross embroidered on 
the front. I go to Walmart, and while standing in line, the 
person in front of me notices my shirt. He asks me a question 
about the church which leads to a discussion of spiritual 
things. The discussion results in him coming to our church 
where he hears the gospel and gets saved. 
 Was my decision to wear that particular shirt a petty deci-
sion? What if I had chosen the plain brown polo hanging 
right next to it? None of that would have happened and he 
would still be lost! To paraphrase the earlier proverb: “For 
want of a polo, a soul was lost.”  
 Should I stand in front of my closet tomorrow and wait 
for a word from the Lord? Do I need His direction for that 
decision? Must I consult others for godly counsel, check the 
shirt selection against the Word of God, wait for God to send 
a confirming sign, or speak through a still small voice? Why 
does this decision, which might prove to be quite consequen-
tial, not require the complex system of divining God’s will 
promoted by HVG teachers? 
 What if the key decision I made that day was not which 
shirt to wear, but which checkout line to enter? Never have I 
sought divine guidance or the voice of God concerning which 
checkout line to use, yet it could prove to be as significant a 
decision as which college to attend. What if that encounter in 
the checkout line didn’t have anything to do with the shirt I 
wore or which line I stood in? What if the encounter was the 
result of turning left upon entering the store instead of turn-
ing right? In fact, it could have been the result of a hundred 

cascading decisions all made prior to entering the store, 
many of which might have appeared completely unrelated to 
each other. 
 How do I know when I should wait to hear from God and 
when I shouldn’t? HVG teachers are very selective in what 
they say are the “big decisions” requiring divine guidance. If 
their approach to hearing from God concerning decision-
making is correct, they need to apply it consistently. They 
should acknowledge that there is no such thing as an 
“unimportant decision.” They should apply their methodolo-
gy just as thoroughly when deciding between orange chicken 
and chow mein as when deciding which car to buy.  
 Even Charles Stanley, who claims God told him where to 
go buy a turkey, did not consult God on which brand of tur-
key to buy, which specific turkey, which checkout line to 
use, whether to purchase anything else, use cash or credit, or 
choose paper or plastic bags. Why should we believe his 
choice of a store needed to be the subject of God’s special 
revelation, but his selection of a payment method did not? 
 

The Chicken and Egg Dilemma 
 HVG advocates face a genuine “chicken and egg dilem-
ma.” On the one hand they claim that in order to hear God’s 
voice, we must first cultivate a loving and intimate relation-
ship with Him. Without this loving and intimate relationship, 
we can never grow in our ability to hear Him, discern His 
voice, and distinguish it from impostors. Priscilla Shirer 
says, “Our ability to recognize God’s voice hinges on having 
an intimate relationship with Him.”23 In the same chapter, 
she writes: 
 

Christians are the Lord’s sheep. He is our Shepherd. As 
we grow in the Lord, we begin to learn how to recognize 
His voice and understand His messages. A lamb is less 
capable of distinguishing his shepherd’s voice than a 
sheep is. Lambs learn as they get to know their shepherd 
and practice responding to his voice. This skill comes 
over time as the two build a relationship.24 

 

 According to Shirer, the ability to hear God must be pre-
ceded by an intimate relationship with Him. Later she 
writes: 
 

When we get into an intimate relationship with Him 
through His Word, we become acquainted with His char-
acter, language, and tone of voice. This enables us to rec-
ognize His voice and, by the power of the Holy Spirit, to 
discern the voices of strangers (John 10:5).25 

  

 In order to hear the voice of God, we have to first culti-
vate an intimate, loving relationship with Him. Yet, as noted 
earlier in this chapter, HVG advocates believe that a rela-
tionship with God devoid of “hearing His voice” is no real 
relationship at all. They disparage such Bible-centered rela-
tionships as a one way street - a barren, silent, one-sided fel-
lowship. They teach that we must cultivate a loving and inti-
mate relationship with God through His Word in order to 
hear from Him, and yet, we need to hear from Him to have a 
real relationship with Him. 
 HVG advocates teach that we must have a relationship 
with Him in order to hear Him, but we can’t have a relation-
ship with Him unless we hear Him. So which is it? 
 This irreconcilable contradiction is seen in Henry Blacka-
by’s writings on the subject. Blackaby Continued on page 7 



    
“When I am afraid, I will put my trust in You.”  Psalm 56:3  

 
 

Click… click… click… You know that slow-building trip to the top of the roller coaster, white knuckles 
clutching the bar—the anticipation, and then the falling. Life lately has felt like that. I am not a huge fan 
of roller coasters and the one I am on now has been exhausting. Maybe you feel that way too? 
 

Open Hands in a White-Knuckled World  
By Debbie Klynstra 

 
 This past year we have walked through a move, a new school and community, then riots in our part of 
the country with a strong military presence—and now, a worldwide pandemic. 
 It’s also our furlough year, which has made this time all the more challenging. It is supposed to be a 
time of planning and excitement as we look forward to a few months at home to rest, reconnect, and re-
plenish. But like the rest of the world, our borders have been shut down and there is no way off this is-
land we live on. 
 It seems the news changes daily, and I can see my hands clinging to the grab bar not knowing if we 
will make it home this year. Even if we do make it home, the question of where to quarantine makes me 
tense. It’s hard to imagine asking for help from folks who are already stretched with their own roller 
coaster rides. And if we do make it home, will we be able to get back into the country in time for the kids 
to start school? So many unknown twists and turns, right? 
 In the meantime, fewer flights mean there is less maintenance work 
for my husband. Curfews mean there is limited time for me to get my 
shopping done—and more lines. Virtual schooling and lock down 
mean my kids are missing their friends. And, the threat of a spreading 
virus means frightened people all around us who already live in a chal-
lenging area. 
 But God… He’s redeeming this time and showing me that doing this 
together with the people we came to serve, for now, is making a differ-
ence. And, He already knows every corkscrew, every g-force and in-
version coming my way; He’s on this ride with me. Instead of white 
knuckles gripping, I see my hands needing to let go of control. Open 
hands are much more useful. 
 How about you? What have you had to loosen your grip on? 

 

Sunday 
School  
begins  

at 9:30 a.m. 

Adult Sunday School Class:  Alternating Teachers Jess Whet-
sel and Cornel Rasor 
 

The adult Sunday school class will resume in 1 Samuel. We will 
continue from chapter 9. In the next few chapters, we will exam-
ine the changes of leadership over Israel. The people of Israel had 

demanded that Samuel appoint a king to rule over them; "like all the nations." 
Samuel went to the Lord in prayer and God instructed Samuel to appoint a king 
to rule over Israel. This demand reflected Israel's hardened hearts and their re-
jection of Jehovah as their King.  --Jess Whetsel 



 

 

 

>>>Garden of Readin’ 

Women’s Ministry <<< 

Please contact Jenny Leo (208-610-2520) about donations or any library-related matter. 

The Six Days of Genesis 

by Paul F. Taylor 

 In this insightful book, our recent conference speaker, Paul Taylor, answers the 

question, “Can we really trust Genesis as the literal history of the world?” This 

helpful tool prepares readers to defend biblical creation in any arena. Also availa-

ble is a video series of the author’s messages on Genesis 1. 

>>>Cocolalla Lake Bible Camp  
Please visit the camp website at clbcamp.org for more details. 

Upcoming Women’s Ministry Events  
 
Baby Showers - 
 Jade Cordes 
 Naomi Rodgers 
 
If you know of others, 
please contact someone 
from the Women’s Ministry Team. 

 

Bridal Shower 
For Megan Rich 

July 18, 10:00 a.m. 
at the church 

Registered at Amazon.com 

Women’s Bible Study 
Sign-ups Begin in August! 

There will be two options for Women’s Bible study 
this fall - Tuesday mornings and Thursday eve-

nings. Watch for details in the August newsletter! 

to all who helped with the Rum-
mage Sale!  The building fund now 
has an additional $2358 because of 
your donations and help! 

Do you shop on Amazon? Do you know you could 
be donating to Kootenai Community Church at the 
same time? It adds NO cost to your purchase. Am-
azon donates 0.5% of the price of eligible purchas-
es. Just go to smile.amazon.com and select KCC as 

your charity of choice! To date, Amazon Smile has donated a total of: 
$1,425.27 to Kootenai Community Church. 

PLEASE PRAY 
Please be in prayer during 
this camping season.  Pray 
for God’s Word to be made 
clear to all campers.  Pray 
for diligent staff in all ca-
pacities.  Pray for health 

and safety. 

July 5-10 
 

TEEN 
CAMP 

July 12-16 
 

11 & 12 
CAMP 

July 19-23 
 

9 & 10 
CAMP 

July 26-30 
 

7 & 8 
CAMP 

CAMP SCHEDULE 

 

Baby Shower 

For Shelli Cowell  
Sunday, July 26, 2:00 p.m. 



 
 
 
 

Student Ministries <<< 

Student Ministries will be taking a 
break for July and August! Please 
be in prayer for the teens who are 

working at Cocolalla Lake Bible 
Camp this summer. See you in Sep-

tember! 

2020 

Marley Beach is a private 
campground along the Pend Oreille 
River, west of Dover. Here are some 
important things to note:  
    1) There will be a refrigerator on 
site for our use. This will be for stor-
ing food for the Saturday BBQ/
Potluck. 
    2) Campfires are permitted in the 
campfire site next to the pavilion 
only. 
    3) There is running water and an 
outdoor shower for your conven-
ience. 
    4) There is a boat launch on site. 
Feel free to bring your boat!   
    5) Dogs are not allowed! Sorry.   

The campground is 6 
miles west from Division 
on Highway 2. The turn-
off is on the left, right 
across the highway from 
Smith Creek Rd.  

August 5 (Wednesday) 

 2:00 p.m. Campground is open 

Aug. 6-7 (Thursday and Friday) 

 All-day fun and relaxation 

Aug. 8 (Saturday) 

 12:00 p.m. - BBQ/Potluck   

 2:00 p.m. - Baptism Service 

 7:00 p.m. -  Campout is over. 

       Clean up and leave 

Volleyball 
Swimming 
Croquet 

Extreme Croquet 
Boating 

Canoeing 
Fishing 
Relaxing 

Fellowshipping 
Games 
S'mores 

KCC SUMMER PICNIC & BAPTISMAL SERVICE 
Saturday, August 8 

 

at Marley Beach Campground 
 

12:00 BBQ Potluck 
  2:00 Baptismal Service 
 
Bring: side dish or dessert  
Provided:  hot dogs and hamburgers and trimmings  

SIGN UP AT THE WELCOME TABLE TODAY! 

 



 

 

kootenaithunder.com 
>>>Kootenai Thunder 

 

Church News <<< 

 

>>>Adventure Club 

The Holy Land 
 

Crossroads Biblical Tour 
November 9-19, 2020 

Contact Pastor Jim Osman if you are considering 
 participating in this life-changing adventure. 

>>>Kootenai Classifieds  

Place your ad here next month!  

Email the details to lisaslippy@gmail.com by the 15th 

of the month! 

Homegrown herbs and veggies 
Now:  parsley, lovage, cilantro, dill 

 

for prices and more availability  
call Andrea Kinne 

208-265-0102 

Adventure Club - Leader Training - Friday, July 10, 6:00 p.m. 
  

Adventure Club starts in August! Training for all leaders will be Friday, Ju-
ly 10, at 6:00 p.m., at the church. We'll meet as a large group to go over 
how Adventure Club works, and then we will meet by club age for more 
specific training. 
 Adventure Club  is divided by ages into these clubs:  Trackers (ages 3-5), 
Scouts (1st - 3rd grades), and Trailblazers (4th - 6th grades).   
If you are signed up as a leader, or are just interested in Adventure Club, 

please come to training. There will be pizza for all, and it will be a fun time together! 
 

Questions? Talk to Dave & Diane Rich, or to one of these club directors - Jamie Slippy, 
Trailblazers; Bryce & Emily Barba, Scouts; and Melody Lynch, Trackers. 

Kootenai Thunder Sports provides opportuni-
ties for students to participate in a team event 
with an emphasis on building Christian charac-
ter while developing athletic skills. Soccer, 
volleyball, and basketball are offered to stu-
dents in grades 6-12. Please view the website 
or contact Tracy Jensen (208-290-7898) for 
more information. 

Are you considering being baptized? 
 

KCC BAPTISMAL 
SERVICE 

August 8, 2:00 p.m. 
 

at Marley Campground at the 
conclusion of the church campout 

 
Please contact Pastor Jim Osman 
for details and counseling regard-

ing this act of Christian obedience. 

Help Needed  
in the Sound Booth 

 

Contact Pastor Jim if you are 
technically inclined and will-
ing to help. 

Bonner Gospel Mission 
 

There is a large tub in the foyer for any 

non-perishable or personal hygiene items 

you would like to donate. 



l 

through inner promptings, subjective voices, and circumstan-
tial signs – like the kind that instructs you where to buy a 
Thanksgiving turkey. It’s preposterous to claim that modern 
revelation is necessary to “discover what He is really like.” 
The greatest revelation of God’s nature is found in Scripture 
and in the incarnation of Jesus Christ. It is not whispered to 
us through feelings, impressions, and still small voices. 
 Though the teachers I am critiquing wouldn’t openly ver-
bally deny the sufficiency of Scripture, they do deny it in 
practice. Their advocacy for extra-biblical revelation is, in 
fact, a back-handed denial of this cardinal doctrine. 
 Scripture is all we need! 
 God has written down His will for us. He has preserved it 
for us. He has put it in our language, given us the capacity to 
read it, to know it, and to understand it. I can meditate upon 
it at great length. It doesn’t change. It is not subject to my 
feelings, my emotions, or my mood swings. I don’t have to 
wonder if I am hearing God’s Word or being deceived by a 
hundred other “voices.” His Word is contained in Scripture 
and authenticated by signs and wonders. It is as “living and 
powerful” today as the day it was written (Hebrews 4:12). 
 The ultimate, perfect, and final revelation of God is found 
in the person of Christ. He is revealed in the pages of Holy 
Scripture. If you think you need something more, you have 
an inadequate appreciation of Scripture. You have a low 
view of the Bible. 
 What reason do you have for not believing it is sufficient? 
Why would you think any of the methods promoted by HVG 
teachers are necessary for your life and godliness? Do you 
really need to hear from God outside of Scripture? Only if 
Scripture isn’t sufficient. 
 
 
______________________________ 
19Though the precise origin of the proverb is unknown, it is found in a 
number of different forms beginning as early as the 13th century. https://
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/For_Want_of_a_Nail 
20Cocolalla Lake Bible Camp (http://clbcamp.org/index.html). 
21Greg Koukl from Stand to Reason (str.org) is fond of taking this absurd 
illustration even further. As he explains, this would mean that my current 
wife would have had to marry the wrong man (since she never met me 
because of my bad choice) and she would have the wrong children as well. 
Like ripples of water from a stone tossed into a calm pond, the horrible 
effects of God’s people missing God’s best for them would spread for 
generations to multiplied thousands. God might never be able to correct it, 
and all because I made a single wrong choice! 
22As one who affirms whole-heartedly a robust doctrine of the sovereignty 
of God, I don’t believe that contrary scenarios like the one I have just pro-
posed are, in fact, possible. I don’t believe it was possible that I should 
miss salvation or marry the wrong woman and have the wrong children. 
23Shirer, He Speaks to Me, 163. 
24Ibid. 
25Ibid., 164. 
26Blackaby and King, Experiencing God, 88. 
27Ibid., 87. Emphasis mine. 
28Morris, Frequency, 6. 
29Blackaby and King, Experiencing God, 87. Emphasis mine. 
30Stanley, How to Listen to God, 9-10. Emphasis mine. 

teaches that having an intimate love relationship with God is 
necessary in order to hear His voice. He writes: 
 

An intimate love relationship with God is the key to 
knowing God’s voice, to hearing when God speaks. You 
come to know His voice as you experience Him in a love 
relationship. As God speaks and you respond, you will 
come to the point that you recognize His voice more and 
more clearly. Some people try to bypass the love relation-
ship. Some look for a miraculous sign or try to depend on 
a “formula” or set of steps to discover God’s will. No sub-
stitute, however, exists for the intimate relationship with 
God.26 

  

 And yet, on the previous page he writes, “He still speaks 
to His people. If you have trouble hearing God speak, you are 
in trouble at the very heart of your Christian experience.”27 
According to Blackaby, we can’t have a real, genuine, inti-
mate relationship with God apart from hearing His voice, and 
yet, such a relationship is required to hear His voice. Either 
hearing the voice of God is the cause of the love relationship 
or it is the result of the love relationship, but it can’t be both. 
 

But What About…The Bible? 
  HVG teachers assume Scripture is not sufficient truth 
from God. If they believed in the sufficiency of Scripture, 
they would never suggest that we need more. I understand 
this characterization sounds harsh, but given the way they 
speak of God’s communication and how they continually 
seek voices outside Scripture, I believe it is a fair and accu-
rate one. Though they view Scripture as a necessary compo-
nent for Christian living, they do not believe Scripture is 
God’s all-sufficient provision for life and godliness. 
 They view Scripture as a necessary tool given by God to 
teach us how to hear His voice in our thoughts. I believe 
Scripture itself is the living Word of God. It doesn’t help me 
hear God’s voice elsewhere, it is God’s voice. It is His Word. 
 They act as if God has not spoken in Scripture. Robert 
Morris characterizes a life lived without the “voice of God” 
as “talking to God but hearing nothing in return.”28 Those are 
the words of someone who does not view Scripture as the 
voice of God. How could he say that 66 books written by the 
Holy Spirit over the course of centuries for the benefit and 
blessing of His people is “nothing in return”? 

 They do not believe Scripture is sufficient for a loving, 
personal, and intimate relationship with God. This is why 
they promote listening for God’s voice through promptings, 
visions, dreams, impressions, and signs. For them, a Christian 
left with Scripture and Scripture alone is “in trouble at the 
very heart of their Christian experience,”29 isolated from 
communications of God’s love, care, and direction. 
 They do not believe Scripture is a sufficient revelation of 
the nature and character of God. Charles Stanley boldly de-
clares, “I believe the most important reason God is still talk-
ing today is that He wants us to know Him. If God has 
stopped talking, then I doubt we will ever discover what He is 
really like.”30 That is not someone who believes Scripture is 
sufficient revelation of the nature of God. Stanley teaches that 
without continuing revelation, we would be left without vital 
information regarding the nature of God. This is an absurd 
assault upon the sufficiency of Scripture. It’s an affront to the 
Word of God to say that real knowledge of God comes 



Kootenai Community Church 
P.O. Box 593 
Kootenai, ID 83840 
 
208-255-5668 
kcc@nctv.com 
www.kootenaichurch.org 

KCC SUMMER PICNIC 
AND BAPTISMAL SERVICE 

 
Saturday, Aug. 8 

 

At Marley Beach Campground 
 
12:00 BBQ Potluck 
 2:00  Baptismal Service 
 
Bring:  side dish or dessert 
Provided: hot dogs and 
hamburgers with con-
diments and top-
pings 

 

For you have been 
called to live in 
FREEDOM...use 

your freedom to 
serve one another 

in love. 
Galatians 5:13 


