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May 
10 Mother’s Day 

10 Belated Resurrection Day Breakfast, see p. 8 

29-30 Spring Equipping Conference 

Expounding the Scriptures, Exhorting the Saints,  
Exalting the Savior 

 It is time for my annual summer book review and 
suggested reading list. A wise mentor once told me that 
a man is the product of the books he reads and the peo-
ple with whom he associates. Through reading we as-
sociate with great men and women of the past and pre-
sent as we spend time with them through the books 
they write. What type of company do you keep? 
 Every year I publish a review of my readings from 
the past 12 months in hopes of encouraging you to pick 
up and enjoy some good company during the coming 
year. I also hope this will give you some idea of works 
to avoid for the sake of your time and money. The 
summer months are upon us and I trust that they will 
bring opportunity to imbibe deeply in some good 
books! So, if you are looking for some suggestions of 
books to read - and, in some cases, a couple to avoid - I 
offer the following from my own list of completed 
readings from the past year.  
 
Apologetics 
 
 Stand for Life: A Student’s Guide for Making the 
Case and Saving Lives is a stellar resource! You can 
expect great things if Scott’s hand has been involved in 
it and this book by Scott Klusendorf and John Ensor 
(Hendrickson Publishing, 150 pgs.) does not disap-
point. Until Scott came and spoke at our Fall Confer-
ence in 2019, I did not know this book existed. I found 
this to be a fantastic resource geared at equipping col-
lege-age students to defend life and engage others on 
the abortion issue with grace, compassion, and clarity. 

2020 Annual Book Review 
By Jim Osman, Pastor/Teacher 

Combining Scott’s clear thinking and concise argu-
ments with Greg Koukl’s tactical approach to engaging 
others in conversations, this book is worth its weight in 
gold! It is available for purchase at the church. If you 
don’t have this book, get it. If you haven’t read anything 
by Scott Klusendorf on the life issue, you are missing 
out on THE finest training you could hope to receive. 
Highly recommended!  
 
On Hearing God’s Voice 
 
 I thought I was done reading books promoting extra-
biblical revelation. Then I decided to include a chapter 
in my upcoming book on that subject that deals with 
“dreams and visions” and the alleged massive number 
of Muslims being converted by such special revelation. 
Probably the best-known proponent of this in conserva-
tive evangelical circles is Nabeel Qureshi, and he tells 
his story in the book Seeking Allah, Finding Jesus. Ac-
cording to Nabeel’s testimony, he was converted from 
Islam to Christianity due in part to three consecutive 
dreams he had. My assessment of this practice and simi-
lar claims can be found in my book God Doesn’t Whis-
per (Lord willing, coming in late summer). Querishi’s 
book chronicles the very interesting 
story of a Muslim man, befriended 
by a Christian, and his subsequent 
conversion. Qureshi spends chap-
ters describing his struggle to refute 
Christian doctrines and claims, only 
to yield to Christ after years of in-
vestigating the New Testament. He 
was ostracized by his Muslim fami-
ly for his conversion to Christ. It 
cost him dearly. After his conver-
sion, Nabeel was a speaker with 
Ravi Zacharias Ministries until he 
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succumbed to stomach cancer in September of 2017. In 
terms of storytelling and apologetics, this was an excel-
lent book. Unfortunately, it is seriously marred by his 
theology of private revelations. 
 In a similar vein, Dreams and Visions: Is Jesus 
Awakening the Muslim World? by Tom Doyle and Greg 
Webster (Zondervan, 288 pgs.) argues that Jesus and/or 
angels are appearing to Muslims in dreams and visions 
converting them to Christianity. Doyle tells story after 
story of men and women in various Muslim countries 
who have had these experiences. The stories are virtual-
ly devoid of footnotes or documentation. Doyle is trying 
to demonstrate not only that private evangelistic revela-
tions occur today, but also that this is evidence of a seis-
mic movement of God in Muslim lands. Not recom-
mended.  
 
Theology 
 
 Dispensationalism: Rightly Dividing the People of 
God? by Keith A. Mathison (P&R Publishing, 144 pgs.) 
is intended as a critique of modern dispensationalism. It 
actually critiques a form of dispensationalism popular 
almost 100 years ago, one that few modern dispensa-
tionalist authors, particularly those of a more reformed 
stripe (like John MacArthur), would teach or defend. 
So, while I agreed with some of the criticisms of dispen-
sationalism, it took quite a bit of work to get past the 
strawmen that the author was critiquing. Not recom-
mended. 
  

 On the opposite side of the theological perspective 
than the previous book, Dispensationalism: Essential 
Beliefs and Common Myths by Michael Vlach 
(Theological Studies Press, 112 pgs.) is an excellent, 
concise explanation of the core elements of a dispensa-
tional approach to Scripture. Dealing with several of the 
“strawmen critiques” by those in the Covenant Theolo-
gy perspective (including some leveled by Mathison in 
his book), Vlach provides a helpful rebuttal that clearly 
articulates the key dispensational distinctives. Highly 
recommended. 
  

 Weighing in at a hefty 667 pages, From Heaven He 
Came and Sought Her: Definite Atonement in Histori-
cal, Biblical, Theological, and Pastoral Perspective 
took me several months to read through. It is not an 
easy read and certainly not for the faint of heart, but it 
was a tremendously edifying work. With chapters con-
tributed by various authors, including John Piper, Sin-
clair Ferguson, Carl Trueman, and a few other favorites, 
this book proved to be a refreshing and edifying read. I 
found the sections dealing with the High Priesthood of 
Jesus in Hebrews particularly beneficial as I was in the 
process of preaching through some of those passages 
while reading the book.  
  

 Amillennialism and the Age to Come: A Premillenni-
al Critique of the Two-Age Model by Matt Waymeyer 
(Kress, 314 pgs.) has been on my short list to read for a 
couple of years. My study in Hebrews 8 (old covenant 
vs. new covenant) provided just the excuse I needed to 
pick it up and dive in. All the Amillennialists with 
whom I have discussed eschatology, point to Sam 
Storms’s book Kingdom Come: The Ammillennial Al-
ternative as the definitive work that convinced them of 
Amillennialism. So, I was very pleased to see that Way-
meyer quotes Storms and deals extensively with his ar-
guments for Amillennialism. This is an excellent book 
on the subject. Well written, tightly reasoned, and well 
footnoted, this book is a thorough presentation of the 
premillennial arguments and the Amillennial exegesis 
of key passages.   
 
Biography 
 
 John MacArthur: Servant of the Word and Flock 
(The Banner of Truth Trust, 240 pgs.) by Ian Murray is 
the first biography of John MacArthur and it will be 
followed by many more in the years ahead. It is diffi-
cult to think of any modern living gospel minister who 
has had a larger reach and influence for good in our 
world than John MacArthur. By the grace of God, 
Grace Community Church’s impact for the gospel is 
immeasurable and will only be fully known in eternity. 
With honesty concerning MacArthur’s weaknesses and 
modesty in describing his accomplishments, Murray 
provides a balanced, fascinating, and encouraging bio-
graphical sketch of a man I greatly admire. Highly rec-
ommended! 
 
Audiobooks 
 
 I like biographies. I like sports. I like sports biog-
raphies. But I love sports biographies of people who 
played for my favorite team. So, it was with rapt atten-
tion that I listened to QB: My Life Behind the Spiral by 
Steve Young (13 hrs., 20 min., 416 pgs.). A lot of time 
is given to recounting the events surrounding certain 
football games, particularly playoff games and season-
altering contests. Admirers of Steve Young will enjoy 
those statistic- and detail-heavy sections far more than 
others. Young is a devout Mormon, the great, great, 
great grandson of Brigham Young, and the book con-
tains more than a few promotions and recommendations 
of the Mormon church. 
 

 12 Ways Your Phone Is Changing You by Tony Rein-
ke (6 hrs., 45 min., 226 pgs.) will challenge you to eval-
uate your approach to technology and social media. I 
was surprised at how much good theology was woven 
into this thoughtful assessment of the effects of technol-
ogy upon us. Reinke does not advo-
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   We trust and pray you are well, blessed, provided for, and not unduly bored in this season of Covid-19 
quarantine. Just a brief update from our isolation chamber (home) to yours. We are deeply thankful 
Marty returned safely from his Europe trip. He had an excellent time of meetings and strategy planning 
with BCM Europe missionaries. First at our BCM retreat center, Castledaly Manor, in central Republic of 
Ireland, for this year’s European missionary candidate orientation. While there, coronavirus warnings 
began for much of Europe, but BCM was able to hold the scheduled field leadership summit in Hungary 
with only the Italian leadership out of 17 countries unable to attend.   
 

By the time that event concluded, travel restrictions were announced. Praise God, Marty arrived back 
stateside Friday evening, March 13, just hours before the travel ban took effect. He and others 
arriving with him went into a voluntary two-week quarantine, working from home. Like much of the world, 
as additional restrictions went into effect, this quickly morphed into shifting much of BCM’s headquarters 
and global operations to virtual/in-home status. We realize this has become the current reality for most 
populations, churches, schools, governments, and other organizations and indeed have much for which 
to be thankful. For one, modern technology, including computers, video conferencing, email, etc. have 
made shifting to a virtual headquarters, communications, and working from home an effective alternative 
not possible even a couple decades back.  
 

That same technology has allowed our fields to be creative in reaching out even under current re-
strictions. BCM Peru has created an online Sunday School and counseling outreach for children under 
quarantine throughout our Latin American fields. In Northern Ireland, BCM’s camp center, Mullertown 
House, shifted their recent in-person children’s weekend camp to virtual, including crafts, baking, sing-
ing, memory verses, stories, quizzes, treasure hunt, fitness challenge, bedtime story, and even interac-
tion with counselors all from the safety of home. In the Philippines, hundred-plus BCM churches have 
inaugurated an at-home interactive home worship. All a reminder that the Church is not a building but 
the family of God, wherever they are currently gathered.  
 

Just a few personal updates. Jeanette’s youngest brother, Tom Archer, passed into God’s presence on 
March 7, 2020, just three weeks after her mom’s memorial. Because of the COVID-19 restrictions, his 
memorial has had to be postponed indefinitely. Please pray for his sons Joshua and Jeremy and their 
families. 
 
 

Meanwhile, Michael remains at home with us, and we are deeply thankful that in the last few days we 
have seen the first marked improvement in his condition. With Johns Hopkins, 
like other universities, shifted to online for the duration of the COVID-19 virus, 
the timing has actually been a God-send for him to recover and begin working on 
his thesis again from home. Marty’s dad is also back to fairly normal activities, 
another big answer to prayer.  
 

 
For far more field news than we can share here, you can always find daily posts, 
prayer, and praise on our BCM Facebook page. And thank you again for your 
prayers and partnership with us and the BCM global family. 
 
Serving together with you in God’s Kingdom, 

 

7th and 8th GRADE SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS:  Taryn Adams and Jennifer Barba 
 Our Sunday School class has been slowly working its way through 1 Corinthians 7. This chapter is 
known for its teaching on marriage, divorce, and singleness. Our initial read-through made this passage 
seem difficult and cynical but a closer study reveals beautiful doctrine concerning God’s design for 
marriage, helpful instruction regarding divorce, and encouragement and advice for those who are un-
married as Paul himself was. We recently paused our study for several weeks to spend more time look-
ing at what the Bible says about divorce. Because this is an ever-present and difficult topic, our goal 
was to understand the issues involved and know what God has said so that we can strive to live in obe-
dience to Him and be gracious and loving to our brothers and sisters in that difficult circumstance. Jen-
nifer Barba does an amazing job filling in and teaching when needed with topics including salvation, 
pride and humility, and biblical wisdom vs. foolishness. The students continue to engage with good 
questions, bright observations, and an obvious desire to learn and know our God more.  

Sunday 
School  
begins  
at 9:30  

https://windlemission.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=47464131887ebb2ae70fd457e&id=54a8b19c05&e=8649048fe5


 >>>Garden of Readin’ 

 Women’s Ministry <<< 

Please contact Jenny Leo (208-610-2520) about donations or any library-related matter. 

NURSERY MINISTRY 
 

If you would like to help in the 
nursery during the worship ser-
vice about once every 6 weeks, 

please contact 
 Kris Bryan at 208-495-4098. 

Born After Midnight 
by Dr. A. W. Tozer 

The late A. W. Tozer was a well known figure in evangelical circles in the mid-twentieth century, as 

both the editor of the Alliance Witness magazine and pastor of one of the largest Alliance churches in 

the Chicago area. He was known as the "Prophet of Today" because of his penetrating books on the 

deeper spiritual life. First published in 1959, Born After Midnight is a collection of 34 of Tozer's edi-

torials, plus a brief foreword. The chapters cover both theological and practical approaches to spiritu-

al revival, and critique some of the ungodly practices that tend to spring up where revival is con-

cerned. Much of what Tozer has to say applies equally well to our day as it did to his. 

CAN YOU HELP?  

There is a need for someone to take on the 
ministry of collecting, packaging, and mail-
ing care packages to those from our church 
who are in college or the military. If you are 
interested in this, please contact Diane Rich. 

COLLEGE/MILITARY 
CARE PACKAGES 

 

 

Prayer Chain - Email Jennifer Barba if you would like to be added to the church Email Prayer Chain.  barba@nctv.com 

Weekly Email Update - Pastor Jim sends out a weekly update of things you want to know. Go to the church website, 
www.kootenaichurch.org, and click on the “Subscribe to our Newsletter” link. 
Emergency Email  (such as church closures) - Email Marcia Whetsel to be added to this list.  secretary@nctv.com  
Emergency Texts (again, such as church closures) - Please sign only one member up from each family. Sign up for this on the 
church website. https://kootenaichurch.org/sms/    
Or, use the following QR Codes from your smart phone to locate things quickly. 
  
     KCC Facebook Page        KCC Podcasts      KCC Activity Board               KCC Weekly Update 
 

GET CONNECTED 

CANCELLED 
Ladies’ Retreat 

Some options for rescheduling include hav-

ing it in the fall, at a camp, at the church, 

or not until next spring.  Please let your 

opinion be known to any of the Women’s 

Ministry team. 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
 

The Welcome Table has all kinds of valuable information 
for new and regular attendees.  It is on a rotation basis, so 

you would not be there every week. 
 

If you are willing to help out with this  ministry, please  
contact Marcia Whetsel. 



 
 
 
 

Student Ministries <<< 

>>>Kootenai Thunder 

For the most current information, please check our website and Facebook page.   

kootenaithunder.com 

S C H O L A R S H I P 
DONATIONS:  
There is a scholarship 
fund for families who 
are unable to afford 
the player fee. If you 
would like to donate 
specifically to that, 

contact Diedre Osman. 

May Dates! 

6  Guys and Girls Bible Studies, 7:30-9 p.m. 

13 Youth Group @ KCC, 7-9 p.m. 

20 Guys and Girls Bible Studies, 7:30-9 p.m. 

27 Youth Group @ KCC, 7-9 p.m. 

Location Information 

Guys’ Study - meet at Matt and Shelli  Cowell’s home 

Girls’ Study - meet at Anna Bottcher’s home 

Youth Group - meet at the church 

ALL ACTIVITIES SUBJECT TO CHANGE - PLEASE 
BE ALERT TO EMAIL AND TEXT NOTIFICATIONS! 

Awards Banquet 
 

As you might expect, the 
date and details are cur-
rently on standby.  Keep an 

eye on your email notices and Facebook 
for details. 

Those who seek 
the Lord lack 

no good thing. 
Psalm 34:10b 



 

 

Church News <<< 

 

>>>Church News 

College and Career Ministries CHANGES! 
 

Brad and Jenny Stevens want to give you all an update on the College and 
Career group. Initially, their thought was to have a social and Bible study 
aspect to the group. However, it has turned out to be primarily a Bible 
study group. There does not seem to be enough consistent interest to sus-
tain a group of just young adults. They’ve decided to continue the Bible 
study, but open it up to any age who would like to attend. The prayer is that 
this will meet the needs of those already attending as well as build the fel-
lowship of people who live in the Cocolalla area.  

The Holy Land 
 

Crossroads Biblical Tour 
November 9-19, 2020 

 

11 days to the Land of 
Jesus with Evangelist 

Justin Peters  
and Pastor  

Dave Cunningham 

Contact Pastor Jim Osman if you are considering participat-
ing in this life-changing adventure. 

  

2020

Cost  
 

Church Family Only 
$50 Single 
$70 Family 
- with Promo Code 
  
May 1-28 
$70 Single 
$90 Family 
  
At the Door 
$75 Single 
$100 Family 

Paul is an international 
speaker on creation, evolu-
tion, Genesis, and apolo-
getics. He travels to speak 
on the subject, and has 

previously spoken throughout the UK and 
Europe. Paul has formerly worked for An-
swers in Genesis (UK) and for Creation 
Today (based in Pensacola, FL). Paul has 
also addressed conferences throughout 
America, sharing platforms with major 
speakers.  

FEATURING PAUL TAYLOR 

MAY  
29-30 

 

FRIDAY 6 p.m.- 8 p.m. 
SATURDAY 9 a.m.- 4 p.m. 

NEW BIBLE STUDY 
 
Dates: 2nd and 4th Tuesdays  
 
Time: 6:30 p.m. 
 
Where: Stevens’ home 
255 Kelley Creek Rd., Cocolalla 
 

What: Read and discuss ap-
proximately one chapter of 
Acts 

KEYBOARD FOR SALE 
 

Keyboard with stand and case for 
sale. Very good condition. $50.  

Call Carla Wallace at  
208-264-5419 

ALL ACTIVITIES SUBJECT TO CHANGE - PLEASE 
BE ALERT TO EMAIL AND TEXT NOTIFICATIONS! 

>>>Kootenai Classifieds  

1950 PLYMOUTH DELUXE  

4-DOOR SEDAN  
 

Runs. Well taken care of. Good up-
holstery. Asking $8,500. Call John  

530-913-4416 

FREE: Mattress topper 
 

Memory foam QUEEN- 
size topper. 

Call Andrea Kinne 
208-265-0102 

Place your ad here next month!  

Email the details to lisaslippy@gmail.com by the 15th 

of the month! 

FURNITURE FOR SALE:  
--Antique Heywood/Wakefield 
Dining Table with 4 chairs.  
 (62”-70” with 2 leaves)  
--2 End Tables  
--Coffee table  
They all have the same design, 
with scrolled legs.  Excellent 
condition. $425 for all.   

--Lazy Boy Electric Recliner, 
 Beige. $150. Also in excel-
 lent condition. No smoke or 
 pets. 
--2 Touch Lamps. Like new. $30  
 
Contact Kathy Palmer for pic-

tures and details. 
nanatimes4@msn.com 



able, the book will leave you either angry with the cur-
rent cultural and political situation or you will be 
thrilled to be reminded that this is not your home, Chris-
tian. 
 

 The Reagan I Knew by William F. Buckley, Jr. (6 
hrs., 11 min., 240 pgs.) is unlike any other Reagan biog-
raphy I have read or listened to. This book is mostly the 
private correspondence between Buckley and both 
Ronald and Nancy Reagan. The letters started back be-
fore Reagan ran for governor of California and contin-
ued until after Reagan left the public eye. We owe 
Buckley a debt of gratitude for preserving all those let-
ters. They reveal a deep and abiding friendship between 
the two families. Buckley provides interesting personal 
insights into the struggles of Reagan’s public life and a 
lengthy record of correspondence over a singular disa-
greement between Buckley and Reagan. They vehe-
mently disagreed over Jimmy Carter’s forfeiture of the 
Panama Canal. Hearing Reagan lay out his case for US 
control of the Canal and Buckley (a staunch conserva-
tive) argue in agreement with Jimmy Carter was fasci-
nating. It was my favorite part of the book. In the 
1970s, Buckley was the chief “thought leader” of early 
conservatism and Reagan its chief “expositor.” The re-
lationship between the two was enthralling. 
 

 Grace Abounding to the Chief of Sinners by John 
Bunyan (4 hrs., 177 pgs.) is the account of John Bun-
yan’s conversion to Christianity. Listening to his ac-
count of his own misery in sin and final liberation in 
Christ will encourage you. You will hear a lot of simi-
larities between his own experience and the story of Pil-
grim in his most well-known work, Pilgrim’s Progress. 
Bunyan discusses his own struggle with assurance, his 
call to ministry, and his eventual suffering for the gos-
pel. Highly recommended.  
 
 John Trapp once said, “As water tastes of the soil it 
runs through, so does the soul taste of the authors that a 
man reads.” With all that cries out for your attention, 
don't forget to give proper attention to reading. Read 
widely and read wisely. Above all, don't forget to read 
your Bible! That is the most important book of all. 

Without wax --  

cate for a complete abandonment of technology or the 
blessings that it can bring, but he does provide some 
thoughtful theologically grounded reflection on how 
Christians should use and enjoy various technological 
advancements. The book is very well written and worth 
reading. 
  

 The Fight: A Secret Service Agent’s Inside Account of 
Security Failings and the Political Machine by Dan 
Bongino (6 hrs., 11 min., 256 pgs.) is a fascinating re-
veal by a former secret service agent who served Bill 
Clinton, George W. Bush, and Barack Obama. It is a 
glance not only at the inner workings of the world’s best 
protective detail, but also the politics that surround the 
highest office in the land. 
  

 Don’t Waste Your Sports by C.J. Mahaney (1 hr., 56 
pgs.)  is a short read and worth the time for those in ath-
letics who wish to start viewing their sports through the 
lens of Scripture. The book contains some helpful in-
sights for athletes and parents of athletes. Athletics can 
be a powerful platform to glorify God – if pursued with 
a Christ-centered focus. If not, it can be a waste of effort 
and time. 
 

 Steve McQueen: The Salvation of an American Icon 
(6 hrs., 30 min., 240 pgs.) by Greg Laurie tells the story 
of how Steve McQueen came to know Christ. By all ac-
counts, his salvation and transformation were a genuine 
conversion to Christ – something rare among celebrities 
who “profess Christ.” This book was more of a frustra-
tion than I had expected. Only about 30% of the book 
was actually about Steve McQueen. Those parts were 
fascinating. Unfortunately, the majority of the book was 
about Greg Laurie’s quest to examine McQueen’s life 
and compare it to his own. The author’s comparison of 
himself to Steve McQueen felt so self-serving and ham-
fisted at times that I walked away with the sense that he 
was simply using McQueen’s life as an excuse to talk 
about himself. It takes real talent to write a book about 
someone else and end up spending the majority of the 
time talking about yourself, but Greg Laurie pulled it 
off. I would look forward to reading a biography of Ste-
ve McQueen that was actually ALL about Steve 
McQueen. Furthermore, when speaking of McQueen’s 
conversion, Laurie used nearly every man-centered 
modern gospel appeal imaginable to describe it. “He 
made God the center of his life,” “asked Jesus into his 
heart,” “gave his life to the Lord,” “decided to become a 
Christian,” and many more like phrases were used to 
describe conversion. It seems as if Greg Laurie has an 
aversion to describing salvation in the biblical terms: 
repentance and faith.  
  

 Mark Levin’s Plunder and Deceit (5 hrs., 45 min., 
256 pgs.) is a typical conservative screed against every 
liberal doctrine that is currently assaulting America. 
Filled with statistics, facts, and trends which are undeni-

New Children’s Ministry  
coming Fall 2020! 

Contact Dave Rich if you want to be involved! 

 



Kootenai Community Church 
P.O. Box 593 
Kootenai, ID 83840 
 
208-255-5668 
kcc@nctv.com 
www.kootenaichurch.org 

Belated Resurrection Sunday  

PANCAKE  
BREAKFAST 
May 10, 8:30-9:45 a.m. 

DETAILS 
 Breakfast is cooked and served by the men in our 

church and will consist of eggs, ham, pancakes, 

coffee, and juice.  

 If you would like to help in any way, serve, or donate 

food, please contact Thomas Leo at 208-818-0590.  

 Please sign up for your family (and any others com-

ing with you on that Sunday) at the Welcome Table or 
call the church office. 

MID-WEEK BIBLE STUDY 
 
Tuesdays at 7:00 p.m. 

at the church 
 

Studying the book 
of JONAH 

,

. 

2 12:9 


