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15 Israel Trip Informational Meeting

Expounding the Scriptures, Exhorting the Saints,
Exalting the Savior

Curse and Salvation
By Paul Taylor

Paul Taylor is the guest speaker for our Spring Conference in May. You
can read Paul’s biography on page 6. Below is a section from his newlypublished commentary on Genesis titled About Genesis - Volume 1 used
here with permission.

Why does God ask questions? Isn’t He supposed to be almighty, all-present, and all-knowing? Yes, He is all of these things
– usually referred to as God’s omnipotence, omnipresence, and
omniscience. So, His questions are not for the purpose of gaining
information. God already has that information; indeed, He has
planned everything from the beginning – no, from before the beginning.
If God’s questions are not for gaining information, then they are
not for His benefit. Therefore, the questions must be for the benefit
of the ones questioned. God was about to ask some deep questions of Adam and Eve, so these questions must have been for the
benefit of Adam and Eve. As we will see, God would not have
asked the questions, if there was no hope for these humans that
He had created. Therefore, His questions point, not only to the
Curse, but also to the way of Salvation beyond.
God’s Questions to Adam
The serpent had deliberately and disobediently ignored the
correct order of communication with the First Couple. He had addressed Eve first. The Lord obviously does not do this. He begins
with Adam, because Adam is the Federal Head, and therefore has
a headship over Eve, and, indeed, the whole of the human race to
follow. His first question is seemingly innocuous. “Where are you?”
But remember, God knows where Adam and Eve are, and why
they are hiding. So His question both invites the fellowship that
they have broken, and commands them to face up to their responsibilities. Adam is obliged to reply, and his answer shows that he
knows the fact of and the reason for this breakdown in sweet fellowship.

Genesis 3:10: “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was
afraid, because I was naked, and I hid myself.”
He was afraid. There had been no fear in the previous times of
fellowship, which had been pleasant, in the cool of the day. But
now, it was not possible to be in the presence of God, in his own
strength. Adam could only stand before God, because God had
commanded him to do so. His reply about being naked, and wanting
to hide himself, revealed that his eyes had been opened, and he
now had the experience of sin.
Genesis 3:11: “He said, ‘Who told you that you were naked?
Have you eaten of the tree of which I commanded you not to
eat?’”
Again, I cannot emphasize often enough that God knew the
answer to this question. Today, there are people, who follow a line
of theology called Open Theism. They believe that God does not
know the future. He does not know what decisions we will make. He
is as much taken by surprise by events as we are. Such a God is
not a God. It is not the God of the Bible, who is revealed as omnipotent, omnipresent, and omniscient. Therefore, the God of the Open
Theists is, in fact, a false god.
The real God asks this question of Adam, to give Adam the opportunity to repent. We do not know why God decreed
that these things should happen, but His
Sovereign Decree does not diminish our
responsibility for our sins. God reminded
Adam, in His question, that there was a
command involved. God did not suggest to
Adam that it would have been a good idea
not to eat the fruit. No, God issued a command, and Adam had directly disobeyed
the command. The reminder to Adam of
the command reminds the man that he is
the Federal head, and holds the responsibility of the entire race. Adam was now to
learn his responsibility, but, at the moment,
he was not ready to
Continued on page 2

repent. Instead, he makes one of the most feeble excuses of the
Bible, blaming the event on his wife. Even worse, his answer contains a hint of criticism of God Himself.
Genesis 3:12: “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she
gave me fruit of the tree, and I ate.”
It is almost like Adam saying, “I couldn’t help it. The woman made
me do it. And this is your fault, God, because you gave the woman
to me.”
God’s Question to Eve
God’s response to Adam’s excuse will wait. For now, He turns to
the woman, and questions her. But God’s question to the woman is
not as strong, because she was deceived. He simply asks, “What is
this that you have done?” But the woman’s reply is not what it
should be. Like her husband, she is not ready yet to repent, but
offers the excuse that she had been deceived by the serpent. Now,
Eve’s answer is true, but is beside the point. She was indeed deceived, but she still had responsibility for her actions. We are reminded of the excuse offered by prominent German leaders after
the Second World War - “I was only following orders”. Then, as
now, the truthfulness of an excuse does not diminish our personal
responsibility.
Curse
God now turns to the serpent; to Satan. But we must notice that
Satan is not asked a question. The questions asked of Adam and
Eve are questions of hope, which we will see lead to the way of
salvation. But there is no way of salvation for Satan. All angels and
heavenly or spiritual beings – however Satan is to be classified –
were separately created. If there were, theoretically, a way of salvation for them, then there would need to be an individual savior for
each one. Of course, that would not have happened, because it is
humans, not angelic beings, who were created imago dei. It is humans, not angels, who are in God’s image. And all humans had a
federal head in the person of Adam, so it is possible for us to have
a new representative, a new federal head, in the Last Adam, Jesus
Christ. This is not possible for Satan and his angels.
So Satan gets no question at this point – only a curse.
Genesis 3:14-15: The LORD God said to the serpent, “Because
you have done this, cursed are you above all livestock and
above all beasts of the field; on your belly you shall go, and dust
you shall eat all the days of your life. I will put enmity between
you and the woman, and between your offspring and her offspring; he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.”
Sometimes people think that there is an intrinsic curse of all
snakes. I do not think this is the case. Snakes are just animals, like
any other. But some animals, and other objects, remind us of important truths. When we see a snake, slithering on its belly, it reminds us of that serpent in the garden, who was Satan. Henry Morris had this to say about the symbolism of the situation, alluding to
Romans 9:21:
Lest anyone complain at God’s injustice, since the serpent as
an animal was not to blame for Satan’s corrupt possession of its
body, he should remember that the “potter hath power over the
clay.” Each animal had been made for a specific mode of life
and with specific structures appropriate to such a mode. There
were many other “creeping things”, and God now made the serpent to join this group, for reason of the symbolism involved; but
snakes, as animals, are no more capable of resentment at this
lot than are moles and worms.1

God made clear, in this passage, that there was to be enmity
between human descendants and Satan. Although there are people today who worship Satan, they are fooling themselves. Satan
always seeks to destroy, and will seek to damage even those who
think they are his friends. Satan could not have literal descendants,
so his offspring refers to those who do his will – which is, of course,
the whole of the human race, unless one has been born again.
The offspring of the woman, however, suggests a single person. The word translated offspring (or seed in the KJV) is zera (ז ֶַרע.
Everywhere else in the Old Testament, zera refers to the descendant of a man. And biologically speaking, seed obviously refers to a
man. So, the implication given here is that one day there will come
a man, born of a woman, who does not have an earthly father. That
can only refer to one person – Jesus. Moreover, it was the work of
Jesus to bruise the head of Satan, which will destroy him, even
though He Himself will suffer and die (his heel is bruised). This
wonderful prophetic word is the very first giving of the Gospel. As
far as I can make out, the Resurrection is not explicitly mentioned
here, but that issue also comes up within a few chapters into Genesis. However, the final bruising of the serpent’s head has not yet
happened, so this implies that the dead Messiah has to be resurrected, in order to accomplish this future event. Because this verse
refers to the way of salvation, by the Gospel, it is often referred to
as the protoevangelium – the First Gospel.
It is particularly beautiful that this first statement of the Gospel
comes so soon after the first sin. God has never left people without
hope. There has always been a way of salvation. Not only that, but
this judgment on Satan, and the giving of the Gospel, is being pronounced by the very same Person, who would, one day, take on
that human form to fulfill this very prophecy, because, as we have
suggested, the One speaking is the Second Person of the Trinity.
When God turns to the woman, to pronounce sentence on her,
the punishment he gives, while severe, is temporal, and does not
affect salvation. That aspect will be reserved for Adam, but Eve
also inherits what Adam receives, because she was taken from his
side. So the woman now gets pain in childbirth, and in child-rearing.
While there was previously supposed to be an acknowledgment of
Adam’s primacy, this now becomes that Adam was to rule over his
wife, with all that this stronger language implies.
Adam’s curse is both temporal and spiritual, and, as I said, applies to Eve also, because she is a sort-of descendant of his, as far
as the flesh is concerned.
In verse 17, God starts by reminding Adam that he had already
previously known what the commandment was, and what the consequence for breaking the commandment would be. So, the process of death was now to begin.
The first clause of verse 17 can be misunderstood. God was not
saying that a man should never listen to his wife. Far from it! What
he was saying was that it was wrong to listen to his wife, and accept her word, when he had had a clear word from God to the contrary. The curse that God gave to Adam also affected the whole of
creation, as Romans 8:20-21 reminds us. Now, even working the
ground will be difficult for Adam, as the ground will produce thorns
and thistles. And work, which was to be so important in a holy
world, became toil. Adam was literally made from the dust, and our
bodies literally return to the dust.
This relationship between the dying of Adam and the dying of
the Creation is also important. It shows us that there was no death
before the Fall. The idea, therefore, that fossils could be millions of
years old does not hold water. This verse
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Sunday
School
begins
at 9:30
a.m.

1ST - 3RD GRADE CLASS:
Melody Lynch and Jenny Stevens, teachers; Anna
Bottcher and Sara Joy Rasor, assistants
The 1st through 3rd grade class is continuing in our study
of the Old Testament. We are currently in 1st Samuel and
are learning about the transition from Israel being delivered by judges to them asking for a king. We have
learned about Saul and David.

We had planned to share an update of some of the exciting Christmas-season ministry outreach BCM has been involved with
around the world over recent weeks—children’s rallies, camps, outreach to street kids, holiday evangelism, and so much more.
We still hope to do so in coming weeks, but would like to ask prayer instead for some of the crises that have been mounting up
in our own lives this past month.
You may remember that Jeanette’s father, Bob Archer, passed away somewhat unexpectedly last August 11, 2019, and his
memorial was held September 1, 2019, at Edgewood Bible Church in Edgewood, WA. Almost exactly five months later on January 17, 2020, Jeanette’s mom, Dawn Archer Dorsey, passed into God’s presence Friday. She had battled lung cancer for
many years, and a main concern for her was to not leave Jeanette’s father alone with advancing dementia; their doctors had
prognosticated Dad would outlive Mom indefinitely. So while again unexpected to follow Dad so soon, in many ways it has
been a blessing that she is now healed eternally, free from pain, and reunited with dad and countless family and friends in
heaven.
A far greater shock was for Jeanette’s youngest brother, Tom, to be diagnosed with stage four liver cancer within days of their
mom’s passing. He expected to face a long battle of chemo and other treatments, but this past week he had a turn for the
worse that resulted in all treatment being discontinued and remanding him to hospice. We expected to see him at Mom’s memorial in just ten days, but doctors are now predicting that he will be in heaven before her. Please pray for his two adult sons
and extended family as well as his own peace of heart at this time.
Meanwhile our oldest son Michael continues to be battling his own health crisis. It was a delight to have him home for Christmas, but he was not doing well physically and has been back in the hospital three times since Christmas. Johns Hopkins has
given him a semester leave of absence from both his teaching there on faculty and in final phase of his PhD thesis, and his
medical team has some optimism that complete rest and a new treatment regime will lead to healing without a liver transplant. Please pray for complete healing and for finances as the leave of absence also means no regular income.
Then this week, Marty’s father had a fall that resulted in a serious fracture requiring an operation with permanent pins and
plates. He is recovering but had to be moved to a rehab center as their MT home is quite isolated up into forest service country
ninety minutes from hospital in Sandpoint, ID. Thankfully, various family members have been able to travel in to be with them in
turn both up on the family homestead and rehab center in Sandpoint. Please pray for healing for Marty’s dad, peace for
Marty’s mother who cannot be with Dad as she would like due to distance, and for wisdom in making long-term arrangements.
We will be flying to the west coast next Friday for Dawn Archer’s memorial, to help deal with
estate issues, and spend a couple days with siblings and other family coming in for the second
memorial in five months. Please pray for traveling mercies as snow is forecast here the
morning we travel as well as for just the right interactions and words as we meet with
extended family.
Thank you for your prayers and support in what has definitely been a challenging and sometimes emotional last few months. You can always find daily posts, prayer, and praise on
our BCM Facebook page.
Serving together with you in God’s Kingdom,

Dr. Martin and Jeanette Windle, BCM International

>>>Garden of Readin’
Trusting God
by Jerry Bridges

Do you ever struggle in your heart with trusting God, even though you
know He is trustworthy? When hard times arise, we might begin to doubt
God’s concern for us or His sovereign control. This book dives deeply into
Scripture to encourage readers to trust God with relationships, world events,
adversity, and more. Includes a study guide.
Please contact Jenny Leo (208-610-2520) about donations or any library-related matter.

Women’s Ministry <<<
NURSERY MINISTRY

2020
Ladies’ Retreat
May 15-16

If you would like to help in the
nursery during the worship service about once every 6 weeks,
please contact Kris Bryan at
208-495-4098.
CAN YOU HELP?

COLLEGE/MILITARY
CARE PACKAGES
At beautiful

Camp Lutherhaven
Featuring author

Susan Heck

There is a need for someone to take on the
ministry of collecting, packaging, and mailing care packages to those from our church
who are in college or the military. If you are
interested in this, please contact Diane Rich.

>>>Cocolalla Lake Bible Camp
Please visit the camp website at clbcamp.org for more details.

SPRING QUILT CAMP
March 14-16, 2020
Time: Register at 2 p.m. Thursday, ends 7 p.m. Saturday
For: Ladies age 13 and up

Student Ministries <<<
March Dates!
4 Guys’ and Girls’ Bible Studies, 7:30-9 p.m.
11 Youth Group @ KCC, 7-9 p.m.
18 Guys’ and Girls’ Bible Studies, 7:30-9 p.m.
22 Super Secret Youth Event! 3-9 p.m.
25 Youth Group @ KCC, 7-9 p.m.

SUPER SECRET
YOUTH EVENT
AT THE CHURCH 3/22 @ 3-9 P.M.

Location Information
Guys’ Study - meet at Matt and Shelli Cowell’s home
Girls’ Study - meet at Anna Bottcher’s home
Youth Group - meet at the church

>>>Kootenai Thunder
kootenaithunder.com
For the most current information, please check our website and Facebook page.

VARSITY UPDATE:

The varsity basketball season is
over. The tournament went well with some wins and some
losses. Both the teams came away with the Christian
Character Award, and Ayden Osm an w as voted onto the All-League All Star 1st Team. Congratulations to everyone on a great season and great tournament!

JUNIOR HIGH BASKETBALL
The Junior High basketball season is well underway. Our
girls’ team is coached by Madisen Jensen and Nikki Favor,
and the boys’ team is coached by Tyler Howk and Chad
Beck. Check out our website (kootenaithunder.com) or
Facebook for information on games. We have four more
home games. One will be at the Kootenai School, and
three will be at Cocolalla Lake Bible Camp. Come on out
and cheer on the teams!

SCHOLARSHIP DONATIONS:
There is a scholarship fund for families that are
unable to afford the player fee. If you would like
to donate specifically to that, contact Diedre Osman.

>>>College and Career Ministries
College and Career Ministries
Led by Brad and Jenny Stevens

The College and Career group meets regularly again every
other Tuesday at 6:00 p.m. We will continue with 2 Timothy.
Location will be determined based on the weather; contact
Jenny Stevens at 208-625-9865 for more information.

Church News <<<
The Holy Land

2020

MAY
29-30

FRIDAY 6PM-8PM
SATURDAY 9AM-4PM

Crossroads Biblical Tour
November 9-19, 2020
11 days to the Land of
Jesus with Evangelist
Justin Peters
and Pastor
Dave Cunningham
Cost: $4480 out of Spokane
More information available
at the Welcome Table.

FEATURING PAUL TAYLOR

Please attend an informational
meeting on Sunday, March 15, if
you are considering participating
in this life-changing adventure.

>>>Kootenai Classifieds
Place your ad here next month! Email
the details to lisaslippy@gmail.com by
the 15th of the month!

Paul is an international
speaker on creation, evolution, Genesis and apologetics. He travels to speak
on the subject, and has
previously spoken throughout the UK and
Europe. Paul has formerly worked for Answers in Genesis (UK) and for Creation
Today (based in Pensacola, FL). Paul has
also addressed conferences throughout
America, sharing platforms with major
speakers.

Books written by Jim Osman are available for
purchase
in the
church
foyer.

Cost
Before April 30
$50 Single
$70Family

- with Promo Code
After April 30
$60 Single
$80 Family
May 1-28
$70 Single
$90 Family
At the Door
$75 Single
$100 Family

1950 PLYMOUTH
DELUXE 4-DOOR SEDAN
Runs. Well taken care of.
Good upholstery.
Asking $8,500.
Call John
(530-913-4416)

alone kicks the theory of evolution into touch, because there could
not have been death before Adam’s sin.
To summarize the last few paragraphs; God questioned Adam
and Eve, to get them to consider their responsibility. God offered no
such salvation to Satan. God pronounced the curse on Satan, on
Eve, and on Adam. But He also gave us the true way of salvation,
by the (then) future birth of the Messiah – the seed of the woman.
Genesis 3:20: “The man called his wife's name Eve, because
she was the mother of all living.”
Genesis 3:20 almost reads like a bunny trail – but it isn’t. Because of Eve’s unique creation, God emphasizes that all the rest of
humanity was to be descended from Eve, and that is why she was
the Mother of all Living – and the name Eve means exactly that.
In verse 21, we are back to salvation! God gave Adam and Eve
clothes of skin. Adam and Eve had tried to cover their own nakedness, by means of fig leaves. Now, God gave them clothes of skin,
because the shedding of blood was going to be necessary, for the
remission of sins. These skins, and the animal or animals from
which they came, are a type of Christ.
The conference within the Trinity of verse 22 is a little hard to
grasp, at first sight. It is unsettling, though, to read God’s comment
about us now being “like one of us.” Is it in some way admitting the
truth of what Satan said in verse 5? By no means. It has been said
that, where the English has the word “behold” or similar, from the
Hebrew hen ,)(הֵ ןit is as if a little trumpet is being played. Certainly,
this is the pronouncement of something that has to be seen – a
spectacle. The spectacle is that of human beings, who had all the
knowledge they needed of good and evil, but have now chosen to
experience it. It is as if the statement is said ironically, as Calvin has
suggested.2 Bunyan speculates further on what the meaning is of
this pronouncement of the council of the Trinity.
Now Adam, you see what a god you are become: The serpent told you “you should be as gods,” as one that was infinite in
wisdom. But behold, your godhead is horrible wickedness, even
pollution of body and soul by sin. A thing you little thought of
when you pleased yourself with the thought of that high attainment; and now if you be not prevented, you will proceed from
evil to evil; for notwithstanding I have made promise of sending a
Saviour, you will, through the pollution of your mind, forget and
set at nought my promise; and seek life and salvation by that
tree of life which was never intended for the justification of sinners; therefore I will turn you out of the garden, “to till the ground
whence thou wast taken.”3
We also note that the use of the first person plural is not a plural
of majesty, as some have supposed, but a literal plural. As with
comments we made on Genesis 1, while the doctrine of the Trinity is
not explicitly stated at this point, verse 22 is consistent with the doctrine of the Trinity, and this is the best foundational starting point,
with which to interpret the verse.
Finally, in verses 23 and 24, God drives the humans out of the
Garden. N.T. Wright seems to think that Jewish readers would have
read this passage, and assumed that it was their story; that is that
the expulsion of Adam and Eve from the Garden was like the expulsion of the people from Israel, when they were carried away to Babylon.4 This is one of his arguments for assuming that Adam and Eve
were not real people, but simply act as archetypes. Wright’s analysis
assumes that Genesis was not written until the Exile. However, that
point is highly disputable, and we would suggest that Genesis was
compiled by Moses, long before the Exile. Not only that, but, as we
have suggested, Moses’s work on Genesis was probably as a sort

of inspired editor, compiling the book from the previous Toledoth
accounts.
Walton, meanwhile, believes that the expulsion from the Garden, with particular reference to being kept from the Tree of Life,
proves that Adam and Eve had been created mortal, and that the
fruit of the Tree of Life had properties that would extend life.5 This is
not the case. There was nothing magical about the fruit. However,
the fruit was the pre-Fall equivalent of the Lord’s Supper, and will
be reinstated in the world to come (Revelation 22:2). God prevented Adam and Eve from taking fruit from the Tree of Life, not because it would have caused them to live forever, but because it was
the sacrament of fellowship with Him, which was now broken.
What actually occurred is much simpler to understand. The Garden of Eden was symbolic of close, free fellowship with God. This
sort of fellowship was no longer possible, so Adam and Eve were
expelled from the Garden. This meant that they could not partake of
the fellowship fruit with God. However, God chose, initially, to leave
the Garden in place, with guards, as a reminder to humanity of what
they had lost. From this point, up until the Flood, we can assume
that the Garden had a real, physical, geographical location, and
people could see the outside of it. The guards of the Garden were
cherubim – among the fiercest of God’s angelic host. Also, a flaming sword would keep people out of the Garden.
The Garden is no longer located on the surface of the Earth. It is
likely to have been destroyed, along with the rest of the earth’s surface, at the time of the Flood.
Summary
So ends what is arguably one of the saddest chapters of the
Bible, during which we see that death comes to the world as a result of sin, and that the whole universe is now cursed.
What a thrill it is, therefore, to read that these two features will
be undone in the world to come, for those who have believed and
trusted in the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
Revelation 21:4: “There will be no more death.”
Revelation 22:3: “There will be no more curse.”
And, best of all, complete fellowship with God will be restored.
Revelation 21:3-4: And I heard a loud voice from the throne
saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He will
dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God himself
will be with them as their God. He will wipe away every tear
from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there
be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things
have passed away.”

___________________________________
1Morris,

H.M. (1976), The Genesis Record, (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker
Book House), p. 119.
2Calvin, J., The Book of Genesis, (Edinburgh: Banner of Truth), p. 184.
3Bunyan, J. (ed. Taylor, P.F. 2010), Genesis: An Exposition of Chapters 1
to 11, (Castle Rock, WA: J6D Publications), pp. 99-100.
4Wright, N.T. (2010), Genesis with NT Wright, < https://biologos.org/re
sources/genesis-with-n-t-wright >, accessed 4/17/2019.
5Walton, J.H. (2015), The Lost World of Adam and Eve, (Downers Grove,
IL: InterVarsity Press), p.143.
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MID-WEEK BIBLE STUDY
Starting March 3, Tuesdays at 7:00 p.m.
at the church

Studying the book of JONAH
When you come to the Minor Prophet Book of Jonah, though only four chapters long, it packs the
magnificent theme of God’s grace and redemption
to the Gentile nations of the world.
The great expositor G. Campbell Morgan commented appropriately; “Men have been looking so
hard at
the great fish that they have failed to see the
great God.”
Friends, it is Israel’s God that is the major subject
matter of the Book of Jonah: Yahweh, the God
that delivers.
And lastly, when it is said that “Jonah rose up to
flee unto Tarshish from the presence of the Lord,”
did he really think he could withdraw himself from
the presence and sight of an absolutely omniscient
God?
Join us to find out, Tuesday
nights at 7:00 p.m. at the
church.
Taught by Bryan Wood.

New ONLINE Church Directory!
Benefits
 It is absolutely private -- information
is only available to our church family.
 Allows updates to happen easily and
quickly.
 Convenient apps available for both
iPhone and Android.
To be added, please email Marcia:
secretary@nctv.com
Print copies available by request.
Contact Marcia.

