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I have only provided a few citations which suffice to show 
that these things are taught and defended among those who 
advocate the Hearing the Voice of God (HVG) theology. 
 

The Specifics of HVG Theology 
 The means and methods by which people believe they 
hear the voice of God is an almost endless list. The catalog 
of ways to hear God is as specific as any practitioner wish-
es and as undefined and open-ended as they might need. 
 Charles Stanley never lacks a list when it comes to 
ways that God can speak or get our attention. He lists sev-
en ways that God spoke in the Old Testament: direct reve-
lation, dreams, audible voices, prophets, circumstances, 
angels, and the Holy Spirit.2 He seems to pare down that 
list a little by offering four principal methods by which 
believers can hear God speak today: Scripture, the Holy 
Spirit, other people, and circumstances.3 Stanley clarifies 
what he means by God speaking to us through the Holy 
Spirit: “When I say the Holy Spirit ‘speaks,’ I do not mean 
audibly. Rather, He impresses His will in my spirit or 
mind, and I hear Him in my inner 
being.”4 Stanley also offers five 
ways that God gets our attention: a 
restless spirit, a word from others, 
blessings, unanswered prayers, and 
unusual circumstances. All these 
means are intended to help us identi-
fy His voice. 
 Not to be outdone, Henry Blacka-
by offers his own list of four ways 
that God speaks today: through the 
Bible, through prayer, through cir-
cumstances, and through the church.5 

 These lists seem designed to re-
strict the reader from becoming un-
moored from any objective standard 

In the months prior to the release of Pastor Jim’s 
forthcoming book titled God Doesn’t Whisper, we 
are publishing chapters here. This new book cri-
tiques the widely popular belief in modern evan-
gelicalism that God gives personal and private 
revelation outside of Scripture. It is a widespread 
belief that God whispers new and fresh words to 
us through promptings, nudgings, a “still, small 
voice,” and various other means. 
 
This month features the second half of Chapter 2 
titled “A Conventional Custom.”  
 
6. The inability to hear God speak will handicap a 
Christian, rendering them incapable of knowing 
God’s will, obeying God’s will, and fulfilling God’s 
purpose for them on this earth. 

 Blackaby boldly declares, “He still speaks to His peo-
ple. If you have trouble hearing God speak, you are in 
trouble at the very heart of your Christian experience.”1  
Why would Blackaby suggest such a thing? Simply put, 
if the experience of such communication is the indication 
of an intimate, loving relationship with God, then the ab-
sence of such communication must indicate the lack of 
that relationship. If the ability to hear God’s voice is the 
mark of a mature, obedient, and spiritual believer, then 
the absence of such a voice must indicate immaturity, 
disobedience, and carnal indifference. 
 I could multiply quotes from these authors and the 
books referenced in the footnotes. In the interest of space, 
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of divine revelation while at the same time leaving open 
the possibility that God might speak through any and all 
subjective experiences and circumstances. Most of the 
books referenced go into greatly detailed discussions on 
how to recognize the voice of God through all these vari-
ous subjective experiences. HVG authors are alert to the 
danger that subjective experiences can be misinterpreted 
and abused. How do you know if you are being deceived 
by an experience? How can you tell if your “impression” 
is the voice of the Holy Spirit or the distracted musings of 
your own brain? How do you discern if a circumstance 
communicates a direction from God or a deception from 
the enemy? These authors feel compelled to provide entire 
books designed to help us test our subjective communica-
tions and experiences in order to avoid being led astray. 
 Other authors throw off such constraints and advocate 
listening for the voice of God in almost anything. In his 
book The Power of a Whisper, Bill Hybels describes going 
through a particularly difficult time at Willow Creek Com-
munity Church. He was in need of encouragement so he 
“hopped on a boat, headed out on the lake and prepared to 
hear meaningful words from heaven.” Rather than turning 
to Scripture for encouragement, Hybels listened for a sub-
jective voice from Heaven. He describes his experience 
that day: 

“But hour after hour I sat there, hearing nothing but the 
wind and the waves. 
“Just as I was ready to haul up the anchor and motor 
back toward the harbor, I saw a Bud Light beer can 
float by. I stood there staring at the can, wondering, Is 
this a message from God? If so, what could it mean? 
Am I supposed to drink Bud Light? Am I supposed to 
tell my congregation not to drink Bud Light? Is there a 
message inside the can?”6 

 You may laugh at the thought of trying to exegete the 
message of a floating beer can, but once we start looking 
outside of Scripture for God’s voice, nothing can be off- 
limits. A floating beer can fits easily into the category of 
“circumstances” offered by Stanley and Blackaby. Hybels 
never doubted that God might be trying to speak to him 
through the beer can. He only doubted his own ability to 
discern the intended message, saying, “I had watched and 
waited and listened, but apparently God had nothing to say 
to me that day—or at least I couldn’t hear it, despite my 
best efforts.”7 

 John Eldredge teaches us to exegete all kinds of ran-
dom experiences and observations for a hidden message 
from God. In his book Walking with God, Eldredge says, 
“God has been speaking to me through hawks.”8 Eldredge 
goes on to describe hawks nesting at his ranch during the 
summer and numerous occasions in which God spoke to 
him through the hawks. What message did God give 
through the hawk? “A symbol of My heart,” God allegedly 
said. On another occasion Eldredge received a different 
message from God through a hawk. He writes, “I asked 
him what it meant.” God’s response: “My love.”9 

 Though most evangelical authors would not advocate 
trying to discern the voice of God in beer cans and hawks, 

the methods they would promote could not, in principle, 
exclude such communications. 
 

The Conventional Methods 
 HVG authors promote a fairly standard list of methods 
for hearing the voice of God and receiving direct divine 
guidance for their decision-making. In the chapters that 
follow, I will examine and critique (with Scripture as our 
guide) the following practices commonly found in the 
books and teachings of those who advocate the Hearing 
the Voice of God theology. 
 

The Still Small Voice – Chapter 7 
 Taken from God’s interaction with Elijah in 1 Kings 
19, the “still small voice” is assumed to be anything from 
an impression upon our hearts, to an inaudible voice heard 
within, to an actual audible whisper. 
 

Scripture – Chapter 8 
 Of course, HVG advocates believe that God speaks 
through His Word. They just don’t believe that He speaks 
only through His Word. For HVG teachers, Scripture is 
God’s voice when a verse jumps off the page or “comes 
alive.” When you feel a strong impression about a verse, 
or a phrase within a verse, that is the voice of God speak-
ing through Scripture. 
 

Signs – Chapter 9 
 For some, nearly anything can be a signpost for hear-
ing the voice of God. It might be an advertisement on the 
television, a headline in the newspaper, the shape of a 
cloud in the sky, a word or phrase overheard in the con-
versation of random strangers on the subway, or a song 
lyric on the classic rock station. As already mentioned, 
Bill Hybels believes a floating beer can might contain a 
message from God.  
 

Open and Closed Doors – Chapter 10 
 This is a way of discerning the voice of God in circum-
stances. An “open door” is a favorable circumstance or an 
unhindered opportunity. A “closed door” is an unfavora-
ble circumstance—one attended by obstacles, opposition 
or difficulty. These circumstances are regarded as divine 
direction for decision-making. 
 

The Fleece – Chapter 11 
 Using Gideon as an example (Judges 6-7), HVG advo-
cates promote using “fleeces” as a way of determining 
God’s will. They propose a “Gideon-like” test of circum-
stances asking God to provide guidance through signs. If a 
certain thing transpires, they will take it as a sign that the 
will of God is X. If the opposite happens, they conclude 
the will of God is Y. 
 

The Inner Peace - Chapter 12 
 The inner peace is a subjective feeling of contentment 
or ease regarding a direction or decision. Typically, Co-
lossians 3:15 is cited as proof that a 

Continued on page 7 



  

 

Praise: 
 Two weeks ago [as of this writing] the town of Wamena was having massive riot-

ing. Today, after evacuating, the last of the MAF workers are returning to Wamena.  Na-
tional women are seen in their gardens again and selling at the market. These are always 
good signs. There is still much reconciliation that must go on and rebuilding. Thank you for 
praying. 

 Introducing the Class of 2023. Here is Sarah’s 9th grade class. We are 
grateful for this group of kids! 

 Grateful for ladies at our market here who are so helpful.   
 Ben turned 12!!!!!  We are so proud to see the man he is becoming. 
 Thankful for the peace here in our town for the time being. 
 !!! We found a place to live in Zeeland for our furlough time!!!    
  
Prayer: 
 Pray for wisdom for our leadership. 
 Pray for our kids as they continue to adjust to a busier life and a new 

school. 
 It is incredibly hot here. Rain has been scarce lately. 
 Chris continues to get his PSA checked as a possible indicator for pros-

tate cancer. We have not yet received the results back. Thanks for pray-
ing. 

 Definitely feeling that we are in our 
50s. Please pray for good health and 
the aches and pains that cannot often 
be addressed because of where we 
live.  

 Grateful for the God we serve. 
 
He remains Faithful and True, 
Debbie for us all 
 

Sunday 
School  
begins  

at 9:30 a.m. 

KCC is blessed to have quality Sunday School 
teachers for every age level.  
Take a moment this month to 

thank them for their dedication 
and effort to instruct you and 

your family. 



 >>>Garden of Readin’ 

 Women’s Ministry <<< 

Please contact Jenny Leo (610-2520) about donations or any library-related matter. 

Spurgeon: A Biography 
by Arnold A. Dallimore 

 

19th-century preacher Charles Spurgeon remains respected to this day for tak-
ing a firm stand against theology’s liberal drift. For 38 years he pastored a 
London church where his oratory skills held listeners spellbound, even as he 
angered many with his anti-slavery stance. A biography well worth reading.   

>>>Cocolalla Lake Bible Camp  
Please visit the camp website at clbcamp.org for more details. 

THANK YOU! 
To all who helped make the 

Harvest Dinner  
such a wonderful time! 

 

Baby shower 

There will be a baby 
shower for 
Maria Wolf 

November 2, 2:00 p.m., 
at the church. 

Fall 
Scrapbooking 

Retreat 
November 1-2 

Virtually unlimited cropping, 5 p.m. Fri.-2 a.m. Sat. and 
start again 7 a.m. Sat.-7 p.m. Sat. We will pause to eat 
and listen to our guest speaker. Generous cropping 
space to leave your stuff out all weekend! Free Make & 
Take Classes. Challenges to inspire you to try something 
new or use your old supplies in a new way and earn 
chances to win even more prizes!  

  

November 8-9 
Time: 5 p.m. Friday - 4 p.m. Saturday 
 

In this world there are many challenges that face 
teens today. “How can I live for Christ?”, “Why 
can I trust the Bible?”, and “How does faith in 
Christ become real in my life?” are some ques-
tions teens ask. Teens, we want to provide you 
with an opportunity to be encouraged and chal-
lenged in your faith in Christ. The Fall Retreat is designed specifically for teens 
and will help answer these questions and more. Come be encouraged and 
challenged in your faith! 

 
 KCC Ladies’ Christmas Tea 

Saturday, Dec. 7, 1:00-4:00 p.m. 
                                 at the church 

Please bring:  
A gift for the exchange 

Last names A-L, savory snack 
Last names M-Z, sweet snack  

 

 

 Secret Prayer Sisters
Details available at the Tea. 

 

 

Childcare Provided 

Many more details available in the handout at the 

Welcome Table, bulletin insert, and bulletin board. 



 
 

 
 

Student Ministries <<< 

>>>Kootenai Thunder 

For the most current information, please check our website and Facebook page.   

kootenaithunder.com 

November Dates! 

6   Guys’ and Girls’ Bible Studies 

    7:30-9:00 p.m. 

13 Youth Group 7:00-9:00 p.m. 

20 Guys’ and Girls’ Bible Studies 

       7:30-9:00 p.m. 

Location Information 

Guys’ Study - meet at Matt and Shelli  

          Cowell’s home 

Girls’ Study - meet at Anna Bottcher’s home 

Youth Group - meet at the church 

 

TOURNAMENTS:  The boys’ varsity soccer 
and girls’ varsity volleyball teams are winding 
down their seasons. The end-of-season tourna-
ment will be held at Real Life Ministries in 
Post Falls this year on November 1 & 2. De-
tails available at www.kootenaithunder.com 

High School Basketball begins soon for  our  
boys & girls! If you’re a homeschool student 
or attend a Christian school and you’re inter-
ested in playing this year, please contact Tracy 
Jensen at mtjfive@yahoo.com. Our first day 
of practice is November 11! 

, 

, 

. 
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 Church News <<< 

>>>Kootenai Classifieds  

Place your ad here next 
month! Email the details 
to lisaslippy@gmail.com 
by the 15th of the month! 

 

>>>College and Career Ministries 

Chemical-free pears  
and produce. 

 

Pears - good for eating, can-
ning, dehydrating, crisps and 
pies. Please call Andrea Kinne  
for   prices and availability. 

(208) 265-0102 

 
MEMBERSHIP CLASS: A 
membership class is slated for 
November 9 or 16 at the 
church from 10 a.m. until 2 
p.m. If you are interested in 
becoming a member of our 
church or are just interested in 
attending to learn more 
about us, please talk to Pastor 
Jim. 

WE ARE CONTINUING OUR 

STUDY IN 1 TIMOTHY 

It’s not too late to join this vibrant 

group of young people! Come 
study the Word of God with us. 

1950 PLYMOUTH 
DELUXE 4-DOOR SEDAN  

 

Runs. Well taken care of.  
Good upholstery 
Asking $8,500. 

 

Call John  
(530-913-4416) 

NOVEMBER MEETING DATES 
 

5 Meet at Stevens’ home, 
6:00 p.m. 

19 Meet at Stevens’ home, 
6:00 p.m. 

2002 Mercury Cougar 
112,000 miles, V-6 engine, leather 

seats, power windows, AC, excellent 
tires - and comes with a set of winter 

tires on rims. $3000 OBO 
Jamie or Lisa Slippy 208-265-4997 

Childcare: Are 

you interested in occa-
sionally babysitting for 
families in the church? If 
you'd like to be contact-
ed when families have a 

childcare need, please add your name to 
the list on the bulletin board in the lobby. 
Families, if you ever have need of a babysit-
ter, snap a picture of the list and look up the 
contact info in the church directory. 

 
 

Well, you don’t go to church, you are 
the church; you take the church to 
the place. But, look, Hebrews tells 
us, “Forsake not the assembling of 

yourselves together as the manner of 
some is.” Don’t be like the people 

who don’t go; go to church, go there. 
Go there because you love the Word, 
you love the truth, you love the peo-

ple of God. “Whoever loves God 
loves the people of God,” John says. 

~John Macarthur 



voice?  
 No, I do not believe we do. I believe this entire meth-
odology is fundamentally flawed. It is hopelessly subjec-
tive and uncertain. I believe that an examination of this 
model in the light of Scripture, particularly the passages 
used to support it, will reveal just that. 
 
 
_______________________________________________ 
1Blackaby and King, Experiencing God, 87. 
2Stanley, How to Listen to God, 10–12. 
3Ibid., 13–18. 
4Ibid., 16. 
5See chapters 12-15 of Experiencing God by Henry Blackaby 
and Claude King. 
6Hybels, The Power of a Whisper: Hearing God, Having the 
Guts to Respond, 107. Emphasis original. 
7Ibid., 107-108. 
8Eldredge, Walking with God, 117. 
9Ibid., 117-118. 
10Blackaby and King, Experiencing God, 35. Emphasis mine. 

feeling of peace will accompany any direction that God has 
revealed in a decision-making process. Supposedly, God’s 
peace will always confirm His voice to us. 
 

Promptings – Chapter 13 
 Charles Stanley classifies this under the heading of be-
ing led by the Holy Spirit. This is an inner feeling, a nudg-
ing, some kind of “sense” that one receives in certain cir-
cumstances. It is not uncommon to hear Christians describe 
being “prompted by the Holy Spirit” to some action. 
 

Dreams – Chapter 14 
Many believe that our dreams, and in some cases 
“visions,” can be a reliable means of hearing from God. 
Jack Deere offers extensive guidance on interpreting 
dreams in his book Surprised by the Voice of God. 
 

Confirmations 
 For HVG advocates, every sign, every circumstance, 
and every impression, needs to be “confirmed.” They look 
for an alignment of signs or signals in order to determine 
what God is trying to say. A confirmation can come in the 
form of an inward impression, an inner peace, or some-
thing a random stranger might say. They look for two or 
three agreeing indicators that all point in the same direc-
tion. Supposedly, this is the Lord’s “confirmation” con-
cerning His will. 
 

Subjective Mess 
 Some methods, like open and closed doors, 
fleeces, and signs, would fit under the broad catego-
ry of “circumstances” mentioned by Henry Blacka-
by and Charles Stanley. They would consider some 
methods, like dreams, promptings, voices, and an 
inner peace, to be “the voice of the Holy Spirit.” 
They would not regard any one of these methods to 
be a sure and reliable source for the voice of God. 
Each method would need to be buttressed by the 
agreement of at least two or more other “voices.” 
As Blackaby puts it, “In our day God speaks to us 
through the Holy Spirit. He uses the Bible, prayer, 
circumstances, and the church (other believers). No 
one of these methods of God’s speaking is, by it-
self, a clear indicator of God’s directions. But when 
God says the same thing through each of these ways 
you can have confidence to proceed.” 
 For instance, finding my heart warmed by some 
passage of Scripture might only be an emotional 
response and not the voice of God, unless I might 
hear a similar “message” through a sign, and/or inner 
prompting. A still small voice is not sufficient unless I can 
find a Scripture passage, a sign, or an open door to confirm 
the message. A message received through a sign must be 
tested by a fleece or confirmed by an inner peace. 
 Is this how God speaks? Does God “whisper” messages 
in our spiritual ears? Is He trying to get our attention? Is 
He trying to get a message through to us? Do we really 
need this complex collection of methods for discerning His 

 

Thanksgiving  

Fellowship  
Thursday, Nov. 28,12:00-3:00 p.m. 

at KCC 
 

Turkey and ham  

will be provided and everyone 

can bring a side dish or dessert.  
 

If you'd like to join us please RSVP to  

Peter & Amanda Hammond at 406-830-7002 

or amanda@backwoodsbobcat.com 



Kootenai Community Church 
P.O. Box 593 
Kootenai, ID 83840 
 
208-255-5668 
kcc@nctv.com 
www.kootenaichurch.org 

 A CHRISTMAS CHOIR IS COMING! 
 

Choir to sing on  
Sunday morning, Dec. 22. 

 
Talk to KC Swanson for details. Please text 
KC (951) 317-7148. 

OPERATION 

CHRISTMAS CHILD 

 
National Collection Week is 

November 18-25! Empty 

shoeboxes are available in the foyer and they 

need to be turned in by November 17. Not a 

shopper? We also have 48 shoeboxes that were 

packed by children from KCC. You can sponsor 

one of these boxes for $9 to cover the cost of 

shipping. Talk to Katie Moon for details!  

 

 "Let them 
give thanks to 
the Lord for 
his unfailing 
love and his 
wonderful 
deeds for 

mankind, for 
he satisfies 
the thirsty 

and fills the 
hungry with 
good things." 
Psalm 107:8-9 


