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ceive as dogma practices that have no foundation in 
Scripture. 

I ask that you, dear reader, be willing to consider 
this examination, this biblical critique of a methodology I 
believe has no foundation in Scripture. Though without 
biblical basis, it has become more entrenched in mod-
ern evangelicalism than even the teachings of Scrip-
ture. In fact, in some circles, this practice is more pre-
cious to believers than the very words of Scripture. This 
is so much a fixture of modern Christian lingo, preach-
ing, and practice, that many believers cannot imagine 
their Christian life without it.  

The practice in question? Hearing the voice of 
God.1 

 
Before we can biblically critique this practice in the 

chapters that follow, it is necessary that we understand 
the theology as promoted by its advocates. 

 
The Practice in General 

 

Described in the broadest pos-
sible terms, I am critiquing the 
teaching that God speaks outside 
of Scripture to His people today. 
Variously described as “hearing the 
voice of God,” “listening for the 
voice of God,” or “receiving extra-
biblical revelation,” this theology 
directs Christians to expect revela-
tion for guidance and leading from 
extra-biblical sources.  

Those who promote this teach-
ing assert the following: 

1. God is a communicating 
God, therefore He will continue to 
speak to His people today just as 

In the months prior to the release of Pastor Jim’s 
forthcoming book titled God Doesn’t Whisper, we 
are publishing chapters here. This new book cri-
tiques the widely popular belief in modern evan-
gelicalism that God gives personal and private 
revelation outside of Scripture. It is a widespread 
belief that God whispers new and fresh words to 
us through promptings, nudgings, a “still, small 
voice,” and various other means. 
This month features the first half of chapter 2 titled 
“A Conventional Custom” from the introduction of 
the book. 
 

Often, we accept certain beliefs and practices with-
out first examining them in the light of Scripture. In 
Protestant evangelical circles, these become our own 
version of “received tradition.” Handed down from gen-
eration to generation, from teacher to student, these 
traditions are not easily dislodged from the vernacular 
of Christian culture, the life of the church, or the prac-
tice of individual Christians. After traditions become 
“orthodoxy,” questioning them becomes a form of un-
faithfulness or even “heresy” to the passionate devo-
tees. 

We are commanded to “examine everything care-
fully” (1 Thess. 5:21), following the example of the Be-
reans whom Luke commended because they 
“received the word with great eagerness, examining 
the Scriptures daily to see whether these things were 
so” (Acts 17:11). Every believer should seek to con-
form their thinking, their theology, and their practice to 
the teaching of Scripture. This is impossible if we re-
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He did in biblical times. 
2. God wants to speak to His people to provide 

clear direction for daily living.  
3. Christians should expect God to speak to them. 
4. Christians should learn to listen for His “still small 

voice” by cultivating both the attitude and ability neces-
sary to hear from God. 

5. Hearing from God outside of Scripture is essen-
tial for a personal, living, and intimate relationship with 
God. 

6. The inability to hear God speak will handicap a 
Christian, rendering them incapable of knowing God’s 
will, obeying God’s will, and fulfilling God’s purpose for 
them on this earth. 

 
There you have it. This is the theology of “hearing 

the voice of God.”  
 

Do They Really Teach That? 
 

Though in the chapters that follow, we will examine 
all of these assertions in greater detail, here is a brief 
glimpse at how these six points are presented by HVG 
teachers. 

 
1. God is a communicating God, therefore He 

will continue to speak to His people today just as 
He did in biblical times.  

In his book How To Listen to God, Charles Stanley 
writes, “I believe one of the most valuable lessons we 
can ever learn is how to listen to God.…And, the Bible 
is explicit, God speaks to us just as powerfully today as 
in the days in which the Bible was written. His voice 
waits to be heard, and having heard it, we are launched 
into the greatest, most exciting adventure we could ev-
er imagine.”2 

Providing a list of reasons to believe that God still 
speaks outside of Scripture, Stanley offers, “First and 
foremost, He loves us just as much as He loved the 
people of Old and New Testament days.”3 

Southern Baptist author Henry Blackaby writes, “If 
anything is clear from a reading of the Bible, this fact is 
clear: God speaks to His people. He spoke to Adam 
and Eve in the garden of Eden in Genesis. He spoke to 
Abraham and the other patriarchs. God spoke to the 
judges, kings, and prophets. God was in Christ Jesus 
speaking to the disciples. God spoke to the early 
church, and God spoke to John on the Isle of Patmos in 
Revelation. God does speak to His people, and you can 
anticipate that He will be speaking to you also.”4 

 
2. God wants to speak to His people to provide 

clear direction for daily living.  
Stanley also suggests that we “need His definite 

and deliberate direction for our lives, as did Joshua, 
Moses, Jacob, or Noah.” He writes, “As His children, 
we need His counsel for effective decision making. 
Since He wants us to make the right choices, He is still 
responsible for providing accurate data, and that comes 
through His speaking to us.”5 

Those who teach this model believe that receiving 
directions from God is essential for daily living. Priscilla 
Shirer writes, “Creating time, space, and opportunity to 
hear God is paramount for those of us who desire to 
sense His Spirit’s conviction, to receive His detailed 
guidance, and to discern His intimate leading.”6 

Further she claims, “Our lives are an ever-changing 
catalog of intricately woven personal inquiries that we 
each need divine direction to navigate adequately.”7 

Henry Blackaby teaches that moving forward in 
ministry or service for God without such extrabiblical 
guidance might lead to disaster. “Your task is to wait 
until the Master gives you instructions. If you start 
‘doing’ before you have a direction from God, more 
than likely you will be wrong.”8 

 
3. Christians should expect God to speak to 

them. 
We are not just told that Christians can hear the 

voice of God outside of Scripture, but that we should 
expect to hear the voice of God outside of Scripture. 
Dallas Willard says, “So we must add to the above that 
God is also with us in a conversational relationship: he 
speaks with us individually as it is appropriate—which 
is only to be expected between persons who know one 
another, care about each other and are engaged in 
common enterprises.”9 According to Willard, God’s in-
dividual and personal relationship with us gives us 
grounds to expect what he calls a “conversational rela-
tionship.” Later he says, “We can expect (given the rev-
elation of God in Christ) that if God wants us to know 
something, he will be both able and willing to communi-
cate it to us plainly, as long as we are open and pre-
pared by our experience to hear and obey.”10  

It only follows that if God needs to speak to us out-
side Scripture in order to communicate His will, and if 
we need to listen to Him in order to receive such direc-
tion, then the believer should expect that God will pro-
vide the necessary revelation. 

 
4. Christians should learn to listen for His “still 

small voice” by cultivating both the attitude and 
ability necessary to hear from God. 
 Charles Stanley, whom I quoted earlier, said, “I be-
lieve one of the most valuable lessons we can ever 
learn is how to listen to God.”11 Using Eli and Samuel 
in 1 Samuel 3 as an example, Stanley writes, “Eli 
taught Samuel how to listen to God, and if we are go-
ing to be men and women of God today, we must learn 
how we can hear what God is saying to us.”12 

If Stanley were describing the need to learn Scrip-
ture—its doctrines and principles—one could hardly 
object. However, Stanley is describing the practice of 
learning to discern the voice of God outside of Scrip-
ture through direct personal revelation through impres-
sions, other people, and through circumstances.13  

Similarly, Henry Blackaby encourages us to “learn” 
to hear God. He writes, “He wants to have an intimate 
relationship with you. He wants you 

Continued on page 7 



  

YOUTH SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS:  Dave Rich, teacher; Ed Barba and Jay Cates, assistants 
The Youth Sunday School class now meets in the Sunday School room just behind the sanctuary. We are on our fifteenth 
lesson in a series on Biblical Ethics. Biblical Ethics is an attempt to understand what the entire Bible teaches about what acts, 
attitudes, and attributes are pleasing to God, and which are not. We have been using the Ten Commandments to organize our 
study, and recently sought to understand our obligations under the New Covenant to honor our parents (the fifth command-
ment). The purpose of the study is to give our young people a grounding in the moral teaching of Scripture so we can avoid 

unbiblical thinking while we seek to live in a manner worthy of the call of the gospel. 1 John 2:3-6: "By this we know 
that we have come to know Him, if we keep His commandments. The one who says, 'I have come to know Him,' and 
does not keep His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him; but whoever keeps His word, in him the love of 
God has truly been perfected. By this we know that we are in Him: the one who says he abides in Him ought himself to 
walk in the same manner as He walked." 
At some point in the future, Jay Cates (who is now participating in the class and serving as back-up teacher) will take 
over teaching this class. Dave and Ed are planning to finally graduate and begin a new class for young adults in the 
church. More to come in future newsletters and announcements. 

Hello from the Belches... who have enjoyed a busy summer with lots of family activities, the wedding of 
our daughter Caroline to Cameron Vaughn, some improvements on the outdoors setting of our house, 
and church activities. 
 Praise God with us for the advance of the gospel of Jesus in Tenerife and other places in Spain and 
Italy, as reported below by Natalie Widman. 
 
 In the transition back to Spain we stepped right into a week of Impacto in Santa Úrsula and Adeje! Mu-
sic, crafts, puppets, skits, games and lots of kids kept people busy in Santa Úrsula! English, soccer and 
tournaments kept the team busy in Adeje!  
 After that, the team of 5 from FBC and 8 people from Tenerife joined Gabriel Sanchez and his family 
(from Venezuela), a couple from England, and the church in Torredelcampo for a second week 
of Impacto near Jaen, Spain! A sports outreach each morning and family outreach in the plaza each after-
noon kept the team busy and made many contacts in the community!  
 There is currently also a team (4 from Tenerife and Gabriel and his family) in Italy serving for one more 
week with Carmen in the city of Faenza! 
 
Pray for: 
 Their energy and stamina and perseverance  
 The Italy team returning on Sept 8 
 Baptisms for a few new believers 
 A Youth Camp on a neighboring island 
 This little church in Tenerife! 
 

Sunday 
School  
begins  

at 9:30 a.m. 



 >>>Garden of Readin’ 

 Women’s Ministry <<< 

Please contact Jenny Leo (610-2520) about donations or any library-related matter. 

MEAL MINISTRY 
 

Our church is a body, and we help one 
another as needs arise. One practical 
way we do this is through the Meal Minis-
try. Andrea Kinne organizes meals to be 
delivered for new mothers, for those who 
have had surgery, and others in need. 
Please call her at 208-265-0102. 

WHY JESUS? 
Rediscovering His Truth in an Age of Mass Marketed Spirituality 

by Ravi Zacharias 
 

Truth is being cast aside in the name of tolerance and cultural relativism. Tragically, many 
don’t know how to make a distinction between truth and falsehood. We need to understand 
why spiritual ideas presented by popular celebrities like Oprah Winfrey and Deepak Cho-
pra attract people, and how Jesus alone provides a guide through the maze. This informa-
tive critique by Christian apologist Ravi Zacharias provides a compelling argument for 
anyone looking for the truth about who Jesus really is, and why it should matter.  

>>>Cocolalla Lake Bible Camp  
Please visit the camp website at clbcamp.org for more details. 

 
 

Thursday Evenings - 6:30 p.m. 
  

At the home of Barbara Juneau, 67 Ponder Point Ln., Sandpoint 

Led by Lisa Slippy 

Studying the book Trusting God by Jerry Bridges 

Tuesday Mornings - 9:00 a.m. 
At Diane Carlson’s home, 209 Heath Lake Rd., Sagle 

Led by Lori Wood 

Studying the book  Transforming Grace by Jerry Bridges 

 

UPDATED DIRECTORY  
AVAILABLE NOW! 

 

Updates are free.  
With a binder it is a $5  

donation to cover the cost 
of  the binder. Look for 

them in the foyer. 

Fall Quilt Camp 
October 10-12, 2019 

 

Time: Register at 2 p.m. Thurs-
day, Ends 7 p.m. Saturday 
For: Ladies age 13 and up 

If you are willing to help out with the 
Harvest Dinner, Sunday, October 27, 

please contact Marcia Whetsel  
at 208-659-2494. 
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Student Ministries <<< 

>>>Kootenai Thunder 

For the most current information, please check our website and Facebook page.   

kootenaithunder.com 

SCHOLARSHIP DONATIONS:  
We have started a scholarship fund for fami-
lies that are unable to afford the player fee. If 
you would like to donate specifically to that, 
contact Diedre Osman. 

FREQUENTLY ASKED  
QUESTIONS 

 
Q: When are the games?     
A: Check the calendar found 

on the web page at 
www.kootenaithunder.com 

 
Q: What special events are 

coming up? 
A:    Follow Kootenai Thunder 
on Facebook! 

October Dates! 

2 Guys and Girls Bible Studies, 7:30-9 p.m. 

9 Youth Group, 7-9 p.m. 

16 Guys and Girls Bible Studies, 7:30-9 p.m. 

23 Youth Group, 7-9 p.m. 

26 Reformation Party!! 

 

A KOOTENAI THUNDER FUNDRAISER 

SILENT AUCTION  
AND DESSERT SOCIAL 

SUNDAY, OCT. 13 AT 6:30 P.M. 

join us  
At Kootenai  

Community Church 

Admission: $1 
Auction will include 
Crafts, Gift Baskets, 
Baked Goods, Gift Certifi-
cates,  and more! 

Bible Studies  

will be from 7:30-900 p.m. on 

October 2 and 16! Guys will be 

meeting at Matt and Shelli’s 

and girls will be meeting at 

Anna’s. See you there! 

KCC’s annual Reformation Party 
will be on the 26th at the church! 
The youth group will be running 

the booths again this year, so mark 
your calendars! More details to 

come soon! 



 Church News <<< 

>>>Kootenai Classifieds  

Place your ad here next 
month!  Email the details 
to lisaslippy@gmail.com 
by the 15th of the month! 

 

>>>College and Career Ministries 

Chemical-free pears  
and produce. 

 

Bartlett pears - good for eating, 
canning, dehydrating, crisps and 
pies. Please call Andrea Kinne  
for   prices and availability. 

(208) 265-0102 

 

OCTOBER  

18-19 

Scott Klusendorf travels throughout the United States and Canada training pro-life advo-
cates to persuasively defend their views. Scott has debated or lectured to student groups at 
over 80 colleges and universities. He is the author of The Case for Life: Equipping Christians 
to Engage the Culture and co-author of Stand for Life. Scott has also published articles on 
pro-life apologetics in The Christian Research Journal, Clear Thinking, Focus on the Family 
Citizen, and The Conservative Theological Journal. 

FEATURING SCOTT KLUSENDORF 

NOTED PRO-LIFE SPEAKER AND TRAINER 

FRIDAY 6 p.m.-8 p.m. 
SATURDAY 9 a.m.-4 p.m. 

We will be studying I Timothy.  

You may contact Jenny Stevens at 

208-625-9865 for specific verses. 

1950 PLYMOUTH 
DELUXE 4-DOOR SEDAN  

 

Runs. Well taken care of.  
Good upholstery 
Asking $8,500. 

 

Call John  
(530-913-4416) 

Reformation Day Party 
 

Saturday, Oct. 26, 5:00-7:00 p.m.   

At KCC 

 
Costume Contest with prizes for: 

 Best Family Theme 

 Best Reformation-related 

 Most Creative 
 

Trivia brackets for adults and teens and  
game stations for families to learn more about the Reformation. 

 

Please bring a snack to share! 

Meeting Dates 
 

October  
1 Meet at 6:00 p.m. 
15 Meet at 6:00 p.m. 
 
255 Kelley Creek Rd 
Cocolalla, ID 83813 
(driveway is the first one on the right) 

GLOBE NEEDED 
In 4th-6th grade Sunday 

School Class.   
Does not need to be up to 

date geo-politically. 
Contact Diane Rich if you have one to 

donate. 



that relationship.”
21 

 As Charles Stanley writes, “If our relationship 
with Him is a one-way trip and there is no commu-
nication or dialogue between us and the Lord Je-
sus Christ, then there isn’t much fellowship. Fel-
lowship is nil when one person does all the talking 
and the other does all the listening. God still 
speaks to us today because He wants to develop a 
love relationship that involves a two-party conver-
sation.”

22
  

Stanley and others teach that “two-party con-
versation” is the heart and soul of the Christian life. 
Blackaby claims, “One critical point to understand-
ing and experiencing God is knowing clearly when 
God is speaking. If the Christian does not know 
when God is speaking, he is in trouble at the heart 
of his Christian life!”

23 

 
The second half of this chapter will be featured in the No-
vember newsletter. 
 
_______________________________ 
1In the chapters that follow, I will use HVG as shorthand for this theology 
and practice.  
2Stanley, How to Listen to God, 8. 
3Ibid., 9. 
4Blackaby and King, Experiencing God, 83. 
5Stanley, How to Listen to God, 9. 
6Shirer, Discerning the Voice of God, 18. 
7Ibid., 20. 
8Blackaby and King, Experiencing God, 89. 
9Willard, Hearing God: Developing A Conversational Relationship with God, 
67–68. 
10Ibid., 250. 
11Stanley, How to Listen to God, 8. 
12Ibid., 80. 
13Ibid., 10-18. Stanley distinguishes between the way God spoke in the Bible 
and the way God supposedly speaks today. Under the heading “How God 
Spoke in Old and New Testament Days,” Stanley lists direct revelation, 
dreams and visions, written words, prophets, circumstances, angels, and the 
Holy Spirit. Under the heading “How God Speaks Today,” Stanley lists four: 
Scripture, the Holy Spirit, other people, and circumstances. 
14Blackaby and King, Experiencing God, 90. 
15Ibid., 96. 
16Ibid., 88. 
17Ibid., 96. 
18Ibid., 97. 
19Willard, Hearing God: Developing A Conversational Relationship with God, 
256. 
20Ibid. 
21Shirer, He Speaks to Me, 92. 
22Stanley, How to Listen to God, 9. 
23Blackaby and King, Experiencing God, 83–84. 
 
 
 
 

 

to depend only on Him when you are seeking a 
word from Him. He wants you to learn to hear His 
voice and know His will.”

14
 Blackaby teaches that 

God “has always been speaking to His people,” 
and “you learn to know the voice of God through an 
intimate love relationship that He has initiated.”

15 

 
5. Hearing from God outside Scripture is es-

sential for a personal, living, and intimate rela-
tionship with God. 
 You can see from the Blackaby quote above that 
those who teach this method of hearing from God 
believe that such communication is a normal, natu-
ral, and expected aspect of God’s intimate relation-
ship with us. Says Blackaby, “An intimate love rela-
tionship with God is the key to knowing God’s 
voice, to hearing when God speaks. You come to 
know His voice as you experience Him in a love 
relationship. As God speaks and you respond, you 
will come to the point that you recognize His voice 
more and more clearly.…No substitute, however, 
exists for the intimate relationship with God.”

16
 Lat-

er he writes, “The method, however, is not the key 
to knowing God’s voice. You learn to know the 
voice of God through an intimate love relationship 
that He has initiated.”

17
 Blackaby is not speaking of 

Scripture alone when he says, “God’s revelations 
are designed to bring you into a love relationship 
with Him.”

18 

 
Willard teaches that we “can learn through expe-

rience the particular quality, spirit and content of 
God’s voice.”

19
 He says of such people, “They will 

then distinguish and understand the voice of God; 
their discernment will not be infallible, but they will 
discern his voice as clearly and with as much accu-
racy as they discern the voice of any other person 
with whom they are on intimate terms.”

20 

No Christian would object to having a living, lov-
ing, and intimate relationship with their Lord. What I 
do object to is the teaching that such a relationship 
is impossible without regular communications out-
side of Scripture. 

The quotations above are sufficient to show just 
how central this nurtured ability is in the thinking of 
those who promote this view. There cannot be any 
intimacy, love, direction, guidance, or fellowship 
without this “conversational relationship” that en-
tails discerning the “voice of God” in our circum-
stances and surroundings. 

Priscilla Shirer sees such divine communication 
as the essential result of our relationship with God 
and our sanctification. She states, “Once we have 
been positionally sanctified, we become a part of 
God’s family, and He will speak to us because of 
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The meat and potatoes will be provided; the rest of 
the meal is potluck. Everyone is welcome to at-
tend. Please bring: 
 

Last names A-M: Salad and side dish 
Last names N-Z:  Dessert and side dish 
 

Join us for this time of fellowship and thanksgiving 
to our Lord for His provision for us.  
 

If you would be willing to help with the dinner by 
either making mashed potatoes, or with set-up and 
clean-up, please call Marcia Whetsel at 208-659-
2494. 

HARVEST DINNER 
Sunday, October 27, after church 

 A CHRISTMAS CHOIR IS COMING! 
 

Choir to sing on  
Sunday morning, Dec. 22. 

 

Rehearsals starting in late October. 
 
Talk to KC Swanson for details. Please text 
KC (951)317-7148. 

Update from OCC Packing Party: 

the KCC kids packed 48 shoe-

boxes! Each child who receives a 

shoebox will be hearing the 

Good News of Jesus Christ. They 

are also invited to participate in 

a 12-lesson discipleship program. 

 

Thank you for donating items to fill these boxes and giv-

ing our children the opportunity to serve in this way! If 

you would like to donate to help with the cost of shipping 

($9 per box) talk to Katie Moon. If you would still like to 

pack your own shoebox, boxes are available at the 

church. 


