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Fall Equipping Conference
Our Fall Equipping Conference features Scott Klusendorf of Life Training Institute (LTI). I first heard Scott
on a podcast by Stand to Reason almost 19 years
ago. Scott was on staff at STR where he worked
alongside Greg Koukl to develop a video training
course titled Making Abortion Unthinkable. I was
struck by Scott’s ability to clearly and simply make the
case for life and answer arguments made by those
who support abortion. I have read and recommended
his book. I have listened to his presentations and
watched his debates. We use his resource Life Is Best
to train our youth in Student Ministries. Scott is a clear
thinker and an excellent communicator.
In this month’s article, I am offering this space to
provide a brief bio of Scott Klusendorf1 as well as an
article he wrote posted on the Desiring God website2
titled “You Can Hate Abortion and Love Women.”
I do hope you will join us for our fall conference to
be trained in the art of pro-life persuasion!
Without Wax –

Scott’s Bio
Scott Klusendorf travels throughout the United
States and Canada training pro-life advocates to persuasively defend their views in the public square. He
contends that the pro-life message can compete in the
marketplace of ideas if properly understood and
properly articulated.

Expounding the Scriptures, Exhorting the Saints,
Exalting the Savior

A passionate and engaging speaker, Scott has appeared on nationally syndicated Christian programs
such as Dr. James Dobson’s Focus on the Family, The
Albert Mohler Radio Program, Lee Strobel’s Faith Under Fire, Hank Hanegraaff’s The Bible Answer Man, Dr.
D. James Kennedy’s Truths That Transform, Richard
Land’s For Faith and Family, Tim Wildmon’s American
Family Radio, Kerby Anderson’s Point of View, Todd
Wilken’s Issues Etc., Todd Friel’s Way of the Master,
Billy Graham’s Hour of Decision, and Moody Radio’s
Prime Time America with David Wheatley. Secular talk
show appearances have included KABC out of Los Angeles, the Lesley Primeau Show listened to broadly in
the Edmonton area, and Radio America’s nationally
syndicated program, The Gregg Knapp Experience.
Nationally, Scott has participated in numerous debates at the collegiate level. His debate opponents
have included Nadine Strossen, President of the ACLU
(1991-2008), Kathryn Kolbert, an attorney who has argued for abortion rights in a United States Supreme
Court case, and Kathy Kneer, President of Planned
Parenthood of California.
Scott has debated or lectured to
student groups at over 80 colleges
and universities, including Stanford, USC, UCLA, Johns Hopkins,
Loyola Marymount Law School,
West Virginia Medical School, MIT,
U.S. Air Force Academy, Cal-Tech,
UC Berkeley, and University of
North Carolina.
Each year thousands of students at Protestant and Catholic
high schools are trained by Scott to
make a persuasive case for life as
part of their worldview training prior
Continued on page 2

to college. He’s provided that same training to students
at Summit Ministries and Focus on the Family Institute.
Scott is the author of The Case for Life: Equipping
Christians to Engage the Culture, released in March
2009 by Crossway Books and co-author of Stand for
Life released in December 2012 by Hendrickson Publishers. Scott has also published articles on pro-life
apologetics in The Christian Research Journal, Clear
Thinking, Focus on the Family Citizen, and The Conservative Theological Journal.
Scott is a graduate of UCLA with honors and holds a
Masters Degree in Christian Apologetics from Biola
University.

You Can Hate Abortion and Love Women
By Scott Klusendorf
Seeking adventure, you post the following syllogism to
your social-media page and hang on for the ride:
Premise 1: It is wrong to intentionally kill innocent human beings.
Premise 2: Abortion intentionally kills an innocent human being.
Conclusion: Abortion is morally wrong.
Right away a friend is typing. Six minutes later, you
have a string of comments, not all of them nice. “Why
do you hate women?” “What are you doing for kids after
they’re born?” “Do you have a uterus? If not, shut up!”
You expected controversy, but marvel how a simple
syllogism provoked such outrage. It feels like something else is going on here. Indeed it is.
Larger Worldview Divide
What’s driving the abortion controversy is not who
loves women and who hates them. Rather, it’s a serious philosophical debate about who counts as one of
us. Either you believe that each and every human being
has an equal right to life, or you don’t.
Legally, the issue defies compromise. The state either recognizes the humanity of the unborn and thus
protects them, or it doesn’t and thus permits killing
them. Imagine it’s 1860 and the Supreme Court says,
“We take no position on whether or not slaves are human beings. When scientists, philosophers, and theologians can’t agree on that question, the court is in no
position to decide. Therefore, individual slave owners
can choose for themselves whether to free their slaves
or keep them.” A court that rules that way is not neutral.
It’s taking the position that slaves do not deserve the
same liberties free people do.
In short, like slavery in the 1860s, the underlying
controversy is a question of philosophical anthropology
—namely, What makes humans valuable in the first
place? That question isn’t going away anytime soon.
Until it’s decisively settled, you can expect more controversy.

Two Rival Views
Pro-life advocates, following Lincoln and The Declaration of Independence, hold to an endowment view of
human value. That is, humans are valuable by virtue of
the kind of thing they are, not some function they perform. Although they differ immensely with respect to
talents, accomplishments, and degrees of development, they are nonetheless equal because they share
a common human nature that bears the image of their
Maker. Their right to life comes to be when they come
to be.
Abortion-choice advocates more or less espouse
a performance view of human value. Being human is
nothing special. What matters is your ability to immediately exercise an acquired property like selfawareness, desires, or sentience. Notice that both positions — the endowment view and the performance
view — use philosophical reflection to answer the
same foundational question: What makes humans valuable in the first place? Pick a side. There is no neutral
ground here. That’s why abortion debates can heat up
in a heartbeat.
Real-World Example
During his UNC Wilmington debate with pro-life professor Mike Adams, abortionist Willie Parker admitted
under cross-examination that he intentionally kills human beings. When Adams pressed him to justify his
actions, Parker accused Adams of failing to distinguish
“human beings” from “human persons.”
Idling beneath Parker’s assertion is a philosophical
anthropology known as body-self dualism, which he
made no attempt to explain or defend. According to
body-self dualism, the real “you” is not your body,
which is mere matter in motion. Rather, the real “you”
is your thoughts, aims, desires, conscious decisions,
capacity to reason, and capacity for relationships. Before you gain (or once you lose) cognitive function in
these areas, your living body exists, but “you” do not.
Personhood theory applies body-self dualism to law
and ethics. Personhood theory says being human isn’t
enough to ground your right to life. Only “persons” have
that right — that is, those who achieve a certain level of
cognitive functioning. Lose that function and you forfeit
your right to life. In short, we are left with two classes of
human beings: human nonpersons we can legally kill
and human persons we can’t. If you don’t make the
grade, actual persons can override your interests, including your right to life.
For example, bioethicist Daniel Callahan of the Hastings Institute insists that once a patient loses “the capacity to reason, to have emotions, and to enter into
relationships,” he cannot be called a “person” any longer (Nancy Pearcy, Love Thy Body, 86). “It is a mere
body only” and the sanctity of life no longer applies.
John Harris from the University of Manchester applies personhood theory to the be-

Continued on page 7

The Sunday School Classes
PreK-K : Katie Moon and Angie Cates

Sunday
assisted by Hannah Duchow
School
1st-3rd Grade: Melody Lynch and Jenny Stevens
assisted by Sara Joy Rasor and Anna Bottcher
begins
4th-6th
Grade: Diane Rich
at 9:30 a.m.
assisted by Kathy Conger and Holly Haymond

7th-8th Grade: Taryn Osman and Jennifer Barba
9th-12th Grade: Dave Rich
assisted by Ed Barba and Jay Cates

Adult: Cornel Rasor and Jess Whetsel

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
We greet you with the love of our Lord Jesus Christ. “For as heaven is higher
than earth, so My ways are higher than your ways, and My thoughts are higher
than your thoughts” Is. 55:9. How awesome it is that we serve a God who sees
the whole picture and in His love and mercy He directs us.
We are grateful for your prayers during this journey through the tunnel of cancer.
By God’s grace He has illuminated the way for us. The surgery went so smoothly. The recovery has been miraculous. Bruce was at church 6 days after surgery
and we went to our Village Missions regional conference 2 weeks after surgery.
We praise God for all of this. The VA had told us that they would get us scheduled with an oncologist within 30 of the surgery. Although it has been over 70
days, we have been filled with God’s peace. Then last week someone must
have suddenly remembered Bruce because they called on Tuesday about getting him in for an appointment and by the next Tuesday we were seated in the
oncologist’s office, after getting all the labs and scans done. The appointment
went exactly as we anticipated. The oncologist wants Bruce to have 6 months of I.V. chemotherapy. They would
have had him in surgery this week to have a port put in for the chemo drugs but we told them we wanted time to
pray. The doctor has Bruce scheduled for his first chemotherapy treatment on August 19. Please pray with us for
wisdom. God provided an opportunity for us to go to Sandpoint for a few days to attend some events. We count
this as a gift from God and an opportunity to seek Him during this time.
In the meantime, ministry is going well. We have had some good opportunities to share Christ. Our little church in
Friant are a lively bunch and willing to serve. Our first VBS went very well. God sent us 20 kids, only one from our
church. Our VBS team, consisting of mostly retired elderly persons, was exhausted by week’s end. But, we had
smiles on our faces as we realized how God had answered our prayers and given us the privilege of ministering
to our neighbors.
Thank you so much for your prayers, your support and your words of encouragement. We’re so glad we are a
part of the family of God. Yours by grace, Bruce & Lynda

LIFE CHOICES PREGNANCY CENTER - Upcoming Fundraiser
Each fall, usually in October, we have a fundraising event that also communicates why our
ministry exists and what we contribute to the community. With each event,
there is an opportunity to donate funds, purchase an auction/raffle item, volunteer for our ministry or commit to pray regularly for us and all the women
and men who face unplanned pregnancy, sexual health issues and abortion.
If you would like to contribute to this event please contact us today
at (208) 263-7621.

>>>Garden of Readin’
Knowing God
by J. I. Packer
Knowing God helps Christians understand God better by bringing together two important aspects of the faith― knowing about God and also knowing Him through a close
personal relationship with Jesus Christ. J. I. Packer is a British-born theologian and professor emeritus of theology at Regent University in Vancouver, B. C.
Please contact Jenny Leo (610-2520) about donations or any library-related matter.

Women’s Ministry <<<

Women’s Ministry

Tuesday Mornings - 9:00 a.m.
At Diane Carlson’s home, 209 Heath Lake Rd., Sagle
Led by Lori Wood
Study begins September 10
Studying the book Transforming Grace by Jerry Bridges

Thursday Evenings - 6:30 p.m.

Quarterly Meeting
Saturday, Sept. 21 at

9:30 a.m.

This is an opportunity to get to know one another!
There will be a brunch-style meal, short devotional, and
ample time to visit.

At the home of Barbara Juneau, 67 Ponder Point Ln., Sandpoint
Led by Lisa Slippy
Study begins September 12
Studying the book Trusting God by Jerry Bridges

>>>Cocolalla Lake Bible Camp
UPDATED DIRECTORY
AVAILABLE NOW!
Updates are free.
With a binder it is a $5
donation to cover the cost
of the binder. Look for
them in the foyer.

Please visit the camp website at clbcamp.org for more details.

STAMP CAMP
SEPT. 13-14

Stamp, stamp, stamp till you cramp!
 Bring your supplies, your enthusiasm and your friends!
 We will have workshops to teach
us new techniques, a great speaker,
and lots of time for stamping!

Student Ministries <<<
September

Student Ministries Lock-In!

11 Youth Group
@ KCC

When: September 13-14
Where: Kootenai Community Church
What: An overnight stay filled with food, games, movies, and fellowship
Who: 7th-12th Grade Students

13–14 Lock-In!
18 Girls’ Bible Study
@ Anna’s
25 Youth Group
@ KCC

Students, please come for a chance to hang out and fellowship! Pizza
and homemade milkshakes will be provided Friday night, along with donuts and coffee Saturday morning. If you cannot stay through the night,
please come Friday evening and enjoy a meal and games. Pick-up for
those not staying the night will be at 10 p.m. Bring snacks to share and
your favorite games! Pick-up will be Saturday morning, 7-8 a.m. More
details to come via email. Please contact Steve or Emily Hill with any
questions!

>>>Kootenai Thunder
kootenaithunder.com
For the most current information, please check our website and Facebook page.

Thunder is kicking off
their 2019 fall season with
a bang. Our soccer and
volleyball teams are currently practicing and have
their first game on Aug.

COACH REPORT
Thunder will begin selling donuts Soccer
on September 9. Delivery will take
Tyler Favor, Jason Gold
(Helpers- Bryce Barba, Judah Draxlir)
place on September
Volleyball
27. Contact a player
Varsity -Tracy Jensen, Nikki Favor
to take part in this
JV- Ryan Beck, Machaela Montgomery
TASTY fundraiser!
Juniors - Karla Yetter, Madisen Jensen
(Helpers-Tammie Shields, Kenna McArthur)

Check out our
schedule on
kootenaithunder.co
m and don't
forget about
our Facebook
page.

>>>Kootenai Classifieds
Place your ad
here next month!
Email the details
to
lisaslippy
@gmail.com
by the 15th of the
month to get it in!

Chemical-free
pears
and produce.
Bartlett pears - good for eating,
canning, dehydrating, crisps and
pies. Please call Andrea Kinne
for prices and availability.
(208) 265-0102

ITEMS FOR SALE
no prices, make an offer
7 duet style window shades--34" wide, 54" high
2 Samsung monitors-- one 18" & one 20"
electric trolling motor
12 volt battery
down-rigger fishing accessories
large (24") fish net
Call John (530-913-4416)
or Barbara (530-632-2204)

1950 PLYMOUTH
DELUXE
4-DOOR SEDAN
Runs.
Well taken care of.
Good upholstery.
Asking $8,500.
Call John
(530-913-4416)

>>>Building Update

Sanctuary Carpet
A “carpet fund” is being set up to carpet the sanctuary. If you
would like to donate towards the carpet for the new sanctuary,
simply mark your contribution “Carpet Fund” and we will put it
toward the cost. Part of the money is already in the Building
Fund, but we need to raise another $10,000.

Church News <<<

OCTOBER
18-19

FEATURING SCOTT KLUSENDORF
NOTED PRO-LIFE SPEAKER AND TRAINER
FRIDAY 6 p.m.-8 p.m.
SATURDAY 9 a.m.-4 p.m.

Scott Klusendorf travels throughout the United States and Canada training pro-life advocates to persuasively defend their views. Scott has debated or lectured to student groups at
over 80 colleges and universities. He is the author of The Case for Life: Equipping Christians
to Engage the Culture and co-author of Stand for Life. Scott has also published articles on
pro-life apologetics in The Christian Research Journal, Clear Thinking, Focus on the Family
Citizen, and The Conservative Theological Journal.

>>>College & Career Ministry

Lost and Found

Introducing
the College & Career Ministry!

A Lost and Found box is

Beginning Tuesday, September 17

in the foyer next to the

Who: Adults, post high school, single or married without kids
When: 1st and 3rd Tuesdays at 6:00 p.m.
Where: Stevens' home, 255 Kelley Creek Rd., Cocolalla

Welcome Table. There are Bibles, coats,

What: Meet for fellowship, dinner, and studying God's Word.
We will start by going through 1 Timothy together. Please
read through 1 Timothy at least one time before our first
meeting. We'll discuss the major themes in the book and plan
what verses to cover each time we meet.

you are missing

coffee cups, and miscellaneous items. If
anything, come

and

check it out. If things are not claimed in
90 days, it will be taken to Goodwill.

ginning of life. “Nine months of development leaves the
human embryo far short of the emergence of anything
that can be called a person.” A “person,” for Harris, is “a
creature capable of valuing its own existence.” Only the
lives of persons are important. It is not wrong to kill nonpersons or fail to save their lives “because death does
not deprive them of anything they value” (54).
Peter Singer, in his defense of infanticide, is more
precise. A “person” is a being “who is capable of anticipating the future, of having wants and desires for the
future.” Fetuses and newborns need not apply.
Five Problems with Body-Self Dualism
Personhood theory grounded in body-self dualism is
deeply problematic, and pro-life Christians can be ready
to say why.
First, body-self dualism is subjective.
Why should anyone think there can be such a thing
as a human who is not a person? In his debate with Adams, Parker presented no argument for that. He merely
asserted it. Suppose Parker replies that personhood is
grounded in an immediate capacity for self-awareness
or consciousness. Okay, but why are those traits valuegiving in the first place?
As Christopher Kaczor points out, requiring actual
consciousness renders us nonpersons whenever we
sleep. Requiring immediately exercisable consciousness excludes those in surgery. Requiring the basic
neural brain structures for consciousness (but not consciousness itself) excludes those whose brains are temporarily damaged.
On the other hand, if having a particular nature from
which the capacity for consciousness is present makes
one a valuable human being—even if one can’t currently exercise that capacity—then those sleeping, in surgery, or temporarily comatose are valuable, but so also
would be the normal human embryo, fetus, and newborn (Kaczor, Ethics of Abortion).
When personhood is detached from the living human
body, human value is entirely subjective. Who decides
which traits matter? Might makes right. Those making
the rules decide if your life is worth living.
Second, body-self dualism is counterintuitive.
If pressed, you are forced to say things like, “My
body existed before I did,” or “I was mere matter until
my conscious self showed up.” You also must admit
that you’ve never hugged your mother, since one cannot hug desires, thoughts, and aims. And if you’re a
psychologist, don’t even think of curing multiple personality disorders. That would entail mass murder, given
multiple personalities — each with separate aims, desires, and thoughts — are intentionally destroyed in
treatment.
At bottom, body-self dualism cannot explain simple
statements like “you see.” Sensory acts like seeing involve bodily acts (via the eyes) and intellectual acts (via
the mind). Both, Kaczor argues, are inextricably wound
up in human nature.

Third, body-self dualism cannot account for human
equality.
Does each and every human being have an equal
right to life, or do only some have it by virtue of some
characteristic which may come and go within the
course of their lifetimes? If an arbitrarily selected trait
like self-awareness grounds fundamental human value,
and we don’t share that trait equally, those with more of
it have a greater right to life than those with less. Human equality is a myth.
Fourth, body-self dualism distorts human “dignity.”
Parker confuses intrinsic dignity, which we have by
virtue of our humanity made in the image of God,
with attributed dignity, which we earn through achievement or performance. As Kaczor points out, the beach
bum and the university scholar are both equal in their
God-given, intrinsic dignity. However, they differ in their
attributed dignity (Defense of Dignity, 5).
Fifth, body-self dualism justifies killing for the
greater good.
Such thinking provides a philosophical foundation for
intentionally killing innocent human beings outside the
womb and justifies involuntary euthanasia and involuntary organ donation. That is, if the interests of actual
persons can override the rights of a cognitively disabled
patient, what’s wrong with intentionally killing him to
benefit others? Given the logic of personhood theory,
there is no theoretical ground for opposing such killing.
If that weren’t bad enough, on personhood theory, cognitively disabled humans could be—and perhaps
should be—used for organ harvesting that benefits actual “persons.” To borrow an example from Frank Beckwith, suppose a developmental biologist alters the brain
of a developing fetus so he never attains selfawareness. At age five, the child is killed in order to
provide organs for actual, self-aware people (Defending
Life, 139–40). On theoretical grounds, how is this
wrong?
Protecting Human Rights for Everyone
Christians have a better foundation for human dignity. Instead of setting aside an entire class of human
beings to be killed because they don’t measure up, we
say that all humans have equal value because they
equally bear the impress of their Maker. Differences of
size, development, cognitive function, or dependency
have no moral significance.
The abortion debate is not about a surgical procedure. It’s about a larger worldview question that demands an answer: Are the unborn members of the human family?
When a friend takes offense at your pro-life stand
and accuses you of hating women, instead of getting
defensive, gently clarify the issue that divides you:
I hope you don’t believe pro-lifers hate women, but I
think you are right about one thing: If the unborn are
not members of the human family, I am indeed unfairly
imposing my views on women. However, if each and
every human being has an equal right to life, and the
unborn is one of us, can you see things my way? That
is, if you shared my position that
Continued on page 8
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abortion intentionally kills an innocent human being,
wouldn’t you do everything you could to stop it? Wouldn’t
you want unborn humans protected by law just like everyone else?
Of course, I realize you don’t share my position, so my
point here is really quite modest: The issue that separates
us is not that I hate women and you love them. What separates us is that I believe the unborn are members of the
human family and you don’t. That’s the issue I hope we
can talk about.
________________________________________
1
The bio is taken from Scott’s website. https://prolifetraining.com/aboutspeaker/scott-klusendorf/
2
https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/you-can-hate-abortion-and-lovewomen
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FELLOWSHIP DINNERS
Sign-up is open for this round of Fellowship Dinners!
Are you interested in getting to know people within
the KCC body? Fellowship Dinners are a great
way to build relationships within the church over
an informal monthly meal. Singles, families, and couples are all welcome! This session will meet for the
4 months of September-December. Once signed up,
you will be put into groups and contacted to schedule your first get-together. Sign up in the lobby or
online at https://kootenaichurch.org/fellowshipdinners/.

