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God Doesn’t Whisper
Chapter 1: Crisis at College
By Jim Osman, Pastor/Teacher

For the next number of months, the newsletter column
will feature excerpts from chapters of Pastor Jim’s
forthcoming book titled God Doesn’t Whisper, available sometime in fall of 2019. This new book critiques
the widely popular belief in modern evangelicalism
that God gives personal and private revelation outside
of Scripture. It is a popular belief that God whispers
new and fresh words to us through promptings, nudgings, a “still, small voice,” and various other means.
This month features the first half of chapter 1 titled “A
Crisis at College” from the introduction of the book.
July’s newsletter will feature the second half of this
chapter.

Chapter 1: A Crisis at College
The book you hold in your hand is a refutation of
something I once firmly believed. At one time, I whole
-heartedly embraced the practices and theology critiqued in these pages. I believed that Christians could
and should learn to listen for the voice of God to discern His guidance and will for their lives. I believed
that the mark of maturity - the measure of spirituality was a carefully cultivated ability to discern the whis-

Expounding the Scriptures, Exhorting the Saints,
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pers of God in my thoughts, impressions, and inner feelings.
I knew the Scriptures well enough to know there
were no “Jim-specific” instructions provided in its pages. There was no “book of Jim” (and no, the book of
James does not count) that would tell me, specifically
me, where to live, which woman to marry, which career
path to choose, which church to attend, or which house
to buy. These decisions, and many more, are lifealtering decisions. I didn’t believe it was possible for a
Christian to live obediently in all these areas unless they
could discern God’s personal guidance for personal decisions at specific crisis points.
This was not a belief I had derived from a careful
study of Scripture. I had received this teaching from
others. I had a good friend, instrumental in my conversion to Christ, who would describe “putting out a
fleece” like Gideon to discern
God’s direction for decisions. Other friends described “signs” from
God revealing His will in answer to
prayer. I was committed to cultivating the ability to hear the voice of
God. I could not imagine living a
godly, obedient Christian life apart
from it.
Early in my walk with Christ, I
faced a crisis that caused me to
Continued on page 2

question my theology. I started to examine the “hearing
from God” paradigm. Putting all my preconceived notions under a microscope, I began testing them according to Scripture.

Bible college” and get down to pursuing my career so I
could earn a decent living. My friends at college wanted me to return so we could be together for a second
year of studies.

I asked, “Does the Bible teach that Christians should
cultivate the discipline of hearing from God through
outward signs or inner voices?” I was forced to search
the Scriptures and examine the methods by which, I assumed, God speaks to His people. The answers I found
liberated me from what I now regard as a superstitious
view of divine guidance and private revelation.

This was more than a decision between pleasing
two opposing groups of people. This decision would
determine the course of the rest of my life. In completing that first year, I had earned a one-year certificate in
biblical studies. That year established a spiritual and
doctrinal foundation that I would build on for the rest of
my life. My time had not been wasted. In fact, spiritually speaking, it was paying large dividends. One year of
learning had created an insatiable hunger for more
knowledge. Though I wanted to know more, I could not
see myself in any kind of full-time ministry. This
seemed to make further study seem quite unnecessary
and possibly even foolish. Pastoring a church was not
even a consideration for me at that point. I just wanted
to learn.

What kind of crisis caused such a paradigm shift? A
terminal illness? The death of a loved one? A near-death
experience? No. It was nothing as traumatic as that. In
retrospect it sounds so small, insignificant, and silly.
Should I Stay or Should I Go?
After enduring 12 years of torturous misery in the
ninth circle of Hell on earth (euphemistically called
“public school”), I had achieved my life’s ambition of
graduating high school. I intended to go to a secular university—after one year at Millar College of the Bible, a
small, non-denominational Bible College in southern
Saskatchewan. My goal was to become a Certified Public Accountant (CPA). When I set foot on the Millar
campus, I had no intention of attending more than a
year. There was money to be made as a CPA and I didn’t want to put that off for too long. Full-time ministry
was not even on my radar. My one-year commitment to
attend Bible college was only intended to provide me
the spiritual foundation I needed to pursue my dreams in
a God-honoring fashion.
The crisis came toward the end of my first year at
Bible college.
As that first year drew to a close, I was confronted
with what can only be described as the most difficult
decision I had yet faced. Would I leave Millar College
of the Bible after only one year and pursue my goal of
becoming a CPA, or would I come back to Millar for a
second year of studies?
The stakes were high. Back home I had friends and
family pressuring me to “stop all this fooling around at

Committing to a second year at Millar would mean
committing to a third as well. There was no middle
ground. I was either going to settle for the one-year certificate, or I was going to commit to this course of education and earn a three-year diploma.
This was no small decision for a nineteen-year-old.
I needed to make a choice that would determine the
course of the rest of my life! If I committed to finish
three years of Bible college, I was essentially giving up
on my dream of going to a secular university to pursue
a degree in accounting. On the other hand, choosing to
pursue a degree in accounting would make any Bible
instruction beyond one year unnecessary. I would only
be delaying my goals for the sake of satisfying my spiritual curiosities. My whole future hung in the balance!
At the time, I believed that making a wrong decision would result in missing God's will and forever being consigned to a life of “second best.” I only had one
shot and I did not want to end up with a “second-best”
career, a “second-best” education, or a “second-best”
wife. I might be forever haunted by the knowledge that
God had given me one shot at doing His will, and I had
missed it! What if I botched this, the most fundamental
Continued on page 7

1st-3rd Grade: Melody Lynch and Lisa Slippy, assisted by
Angie Cates and Anna Bottcher

Sunday School
begins
at 9:30 a.m.

The 1st- through 3rd-grade class is back in Exodus. We had a
long break in which we studied the resurrection of Christ and enjoyed the slide show of Israel presented by Pastor Jim. We are
continuing our memorization of the 10 Commandments and have
a prize store coming up on June 16. Students who can recite all
of the 10 Commandment verses at one time will earn a 100point bonus! After Exodus, we will have studies in Leviticus and
Numbers to finish out year one of our curriculum.

This happened near to the Klynstras in Sentani, Indonesia. Please continue to pray for them and the
members of their team as they serve the Lord.
It was truly a holy moment...
Earlier today, 4 guys from the Yetfa translation team and I were drafting a translation of Luke
22:24-46. When we got to verse 44, we started discussing why Jesus was in such agony. I said,
"It wasn't just because he knew he was about to physically suffer on a cross, but also because
he was about to bear the sin of all people."
Well, they took up the conversation from there. They said, "True! He wasn't just bearing our
sins, but everybody's sin - from all over the world. from Africa. from America. from China. from
Australia. everybody. And not just from people today! He bore the sin of all people from all time!
Everybody's sin!"
For several minutes they just kept processing and processing and processing that. And they
kept repeating, "Everybody's sin."
And then it happened.
A holy hush fell on the room. And for no less than 10 minutes, those 4 men sat in silence...
weeping. A couple of them pulled their shirts up and covered their face and just wept.
I sat there in complete awe at their response and began weeping too.
I wasn't sure how or if we were going to move
on, but after what seemed like a long, long
time, they pulled their shirts down and wiped
their eyes. One of the guys said, "Okay. Let's
translate it so other people can understand it
too."

>>>Garden of Readin’
With the Master on the Mount
by Susan J. Heck
This substantial Bible study for women plumbs the depths of the Sermon on the Mount.
Susan Heck, who has spoken at several KCC Ladies’ Retreats, guides readers to examine
their lives against the expectations communicated by Jesus to His followers.
Please contact Jenny Leo (610-2520) about donations or any library-related matter.

Women’s Ministry <<<

Bridal Shower
--at the church--

June 1, 2:00 p.m.
Emily Kimber (Bryce Barba)

NURSERY MINISTRY
If you would like to help in the
nursery during the worship service about once every 6 weeks,
please contact Kris Bryan at 208
-495-4098.

FELLOWSHIP DINNERS

Sign-up is closed for this round of Fellowship Dinners, but keep it in mind for August!

Are you interested in getting to know people within the KCC body? Fellowship Dinners are a great way to build
relationships within the church over an informal monthly meal. Singles, families, and couples are all welcome! This
session will meet for the 4 months of May-August. Once signed up, you will be put into groups and contacted to
schedule your first get-together. Sign up in the lobby or online at https://kootenaichurch.org/fellowship-dinners/.

>>>Cocolalla Lake Bible Camp
Camp Workday Retreat
May 31- June 1
Please be in Prayer…
Call the camp for more details,
(208) 263-3912.

Please visit the camp website at clbcamp.org for more details.

*Staff Training begins June 18
*Summer Camps
begin July 7

Camp Dates
TEEN CAMP: July 7-12
AGES 11-12: July 14-18
AGES 9-10: July 21-25
AGES 7-8: July 28-August 1

Student Ministries <<<

See you in September!

Student Ministries will not be meeting
during the summer. Thank you for the
great school year and we will resume
studies in September. Please be on the
lookout for service opportunities!
Cocolalla Lake Bible Camp!
A number of the youth work at the Bible camp during the summer. Please be in prayer for our youth, that they may be a
powerful testimony of the Gospel!

>>>Kootenai Thunder
kootenaithunder.com
For the most current information, please check our website and Facebook page.

WHAT’S NEXT?
The sports season has just ended, but that doesn’t mean it’s over! Plans are
already being made for next year. Games are being scheduled. Coaches are
being selected. Players are thinking ahead to next year. Kootenai Thunder
offers soccer, volleyball and basketball. If you would like to be involved as a
player, coach, donor, or supporter in any way, please contact Tracy Jensen.

>>>Kootenai Classifieds
Mac Mini (Mid 2010)
macOS High Sierra v. 10.13.6
Processor: 2.4 GHz Intel Core 2 Duo
Memory: 8 GB 1067 MHz DDR3
Graphics: NVIDIA GeForce 320M 256MB
Hard Drive: 320 GB SATA
CD/DVD drive sticks, use at your own risk. Comes
with 15” monitor and Thunderbolt Display to DVI
connector. Apple Keyboard and Mouse included.

$250/OBO
for both
Contact
Josh
Comstock
419-631-2889

White iPad Mini (2012)
Wi-Fi Only
Model: A1432
Size: 16GB
In good condition, no scratches or
cracks on the screen. Comes with
case.

>>>Building Update
If you look around the facility from week to week, you will notice a number of small changes that are almost imperceptible. For instance, our main water heater is now hooked up and fully functioning. We were
just running on a small tank heater intended to circulate warm water through the facility. On Easter Sunday, with the demand of cleaning up after breakfast, we ran out of hot water. That served as a reminder
that we needed to get the system finished as it was intended to be.
You will also notice a sink in the island in the kitchen, windows installed in the adult Sunday School classroom and a projector hung
from the ceiling in the sanctuary.
We ordered 100 chairs that will replace some of the worn and torn
ones currently in the sanctuary and give us a bit more comfortable
seating. Our next major project will be to purchase the doors for the
sanctuary and the stage.

Church News <<<

2019 CHURCH
CAMPOUT & BBQ

The date for our Annual Church
Campout has been set for August 21-24. The all-church BBQ will be on Saturday, the 24 at 12: p.m. Even if you aren’t
camping, plan on attending the BBQ.

SPRING EQUIPPING

CONFERENCE

BABY BOTTLE FUNDRAISER
Life Choices Pregnancy Center
For the weeks between Mother’s Day and Father’s Day, you
can fill these bottles with coins, currency, or a check.
Whatever you give will make a difference. See Ellen Ambrose if you are wanting a baby bottle.

WHAT?
It’s a page
on
Facebook!

A huge thank-you to everyone who helped
make the Spring Conference such a success! There were people prepping before
the conference, setting up before, serving
during, and cleaning up afterwards. It
couldn’t have happened as well without
every one of you!!

For ground that drinks the rain
which often falls on it and brings
forth vegetation useful to
those for whose sake it is also
tilled, receives a blessing from
God. Hebrews 6:7

and far-reaching decision of my life thus far? Could God
ever trust me with another one?
Further, I was hounded by the fear that God would
punish me for being disobedient to His will. I cowered
under the dread that He might discipline me for failing
to recognize the signs and discern His will in this, a
most basic of life’s decisions.
As if all of that were not complicated enough, the
school was offering a tuition reduction for those who
would commit, before the end of the current year, to return the following year. Was this a sign from God or a
good marketing ploy on behalf of the school? Was God
giving me a sign or was Satan laying a trap to lure me
into making the wrong decision? If God wanted me to
pursue a degree in accounting, this could be Satan’s trap
to lure me away from God’s perfect will. Scripture says
he appears as an angel of light, so this might be a huge
demonic trap thinly disguised as “wise stewardship.”
How was I to know?
Though I was not the only student faced with this
choice, it did seem I was the only one who lacked clear
direction on the matter. Other students seemed to have
made up their minds rather painlessly. Some knew they
were coming back. Others knew they were leaving after
only one year. I would hear my classmates say, “The
Lord just told me that I was supposed to come back next
year,” and, “I know the Lord’s leading me to return.” I
needed that kind of clear direction. Days were ticking
by. What was I going to do? My family back home
wanted to know. My friends and teachers at college
wanted to know. I wanted to know. I needed the Lord to
reveal His will through a specific personal revelation.

I figured if I was going to have any chance at knowing God’s will, I had better start asking for some guidance on the matter. And ask Him I did - fervently!
“Lord, if You want me to come back for secondyear, I need to know. I don't want to make a bad decision. My whole future hangs in the balance. I just need
You to speak to me and tell me yes or no. I need You to
give me a supernatural sign of some sort. Please give me
some clear direction, some indication as to what Your
will is for me in this situation. I am listening.”

I longed to hear God give me some clear direction. I
tried to be alert to any hints or signs He might be giving. I sensed nothing.
“Lord, the end of the school year is approaching
fast. I need You tell me. Send me a message of some
sort, a sign, a strong feeling one way or the other. Whisper it! Do something. Please!”
Still nothing. My frustration mounted. Why wasn’t
the Lord speaking to me? My classmates had all heard
from God. He was apparently more real to them than He
was to me. I started searching for some explanation.

“Perhaps it is because I am such a new believer,” I
reasoned. My college friends had mostly grown up in
Christian homes. They had gone to church all their
lives. Unlike most of them, I was only about 4 years old
in my faith. Perhaps I had not been a believer long
enough to learn to hear God’s voice.
Or, perhaps I just wasn't “spiritual” enough. Doubts
began to haunt me which only added to my frustration.
Did I have all of the Spirit? Why was the Spirit of God
so silent toward me, a child of God? Perhaps I didn't
walk closely enough with God. I prayed, but maybe I
wasn't praying hard enough, often enough, fervently
enough or even long enough. Maybe I wasn't saying the
right things or asking the right questions. Maybe I wasn't serving the Lord faithfully enough. What if only the
“great servants of God” get to hear directly from Him?
Where would that leave me?
Ultimately, I began to doubt if I was really a child
of God, saved in the same way as my classmates. Why
did they “hear from God” and I only got silence in response to my prayers? Why could they pick up on the
hints God was dropping while I remained oblivious to
His voice? I remembered Jesus promising that His
sheep would hear His voice. I had read that in John
10:27 and heard a number of students quote it. Certainly
this meant that I would hear Him, didn’t it? Others apparently heard His voice while I did not.
To be continued in the July Newsletter
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Operation Christmas Child
A Kids Packing Party is being
planned for September 14 and
the kids of KCC need your help!
Each month we will be collecting different kinds of items. During the month of JUNE we are
collecting
TOYS
AND
GAMES. Pick up a list of ideas
on the table in the lobby. Questions?
Contact
Katie
Moon,
208-6273871.

Happy Father’s Day!
The righteous
man walks in his
integrity;
his children
are blessed after him.
Proverbs 20:7

