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1 Ladies’ Christmas Tea
2 Christmas Decoration/Soup Potluck (see details p. 8)
23 Christmas Program 1:30 p.m.
24 Christmas Eve Service 6:30 p.m.

Expounding the Scriptures, Exhorting the Saints,
Exalting the Savior

25 Christmas

A Perfect Mediator
By Jim Osman
Pastor/Teacher

We are approaching the celebration of Christmas. At this
time of year, our thoughts, meditations, and singing is directed
toward the grand miracle of the incarnation—the God of the
universe stepping into time and space, to be born of a virgin,
to take upon Himself human flesh, and to live among us. Appropriately, we marvel at what is provided for us in the incarnation. We celebrate the incarnation of God and believe that
the eternal and divine Son left the glories of Heaven, the worship of angels, and the presence of saints to come to this
Earth in the womb of a virgin. He was conceived of the Holy
Spirit, born of a virgin, and lived among us. He was/is the sinless Son of God.
Jesus Christ was and is fully God and fully man. In the incarnation, He did not lay aside His deity, but joined that deity
with humanity.
But why? Why did the eternal Son of God come to this
Earth? Did He come to show us He loved us? Did He come to
start a political revolution? Did He come as a social justice
warrior? Did He come to show us how to live a better life, to
improve ourselves, or to commune with the divine?
No. When the angel appeared to Joseph, he said concerning Mary, “She will bear a Son; and you shall call His name
Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins” (Matthew
1:21).
He came to accomplish a redemptive work. He came to
reconcile men to God, to bear the sins of His people, and to
save them from their sin by taking the wrath of the Father on

their behalf. He came to give His life as a ransom for many
(Mark 10:45).
When we talk about the person and work of Christ, we
are talking about a subject matter that can never be exhausted. Over the course of the next few Christmas articles
—through 2021—we are going to look at the incarnation of
Jesus from the perspective of His work as a prophet, a
priest, and the King.

Threefold Office
Theologians refer to this as the “threefold office” of
Christ. From what I have read, the first one to really recognize this distinction and to develop the work of Christ in
terms of Him being a prophet, a priest, and the King was
John Calvin. That was almost 500 years ago. Christians before that time would have understood all of these truths, but
Calvin was the first, in his Institutes of the Christian Religion,
to develop the theology associated with these three offices
and to show how Christ fulfilled them.
There is no one passage that
says, “Christ is our prophet, priest,
and king.” Instead, we find passages
that describe Him and His work in
terms of a prophet. We see Christ
called a prophet and functioning as a
prophet. We find passages that describe Him and His work in terms of
His priesthood. He is called our High
Priest. We find passages that describe Him and His work in terms of
His kingdom and His role as the King.

Continued on page 2

O.T. Familiarity
Even a cursory reading of the Old Testament is sufficient
to show that the Jews were more than familiar with the idea of
prophets, priests, and kings. These things were part of their
civic and religious life. Every Jew knew what the role of a
prophet was, what the role of the priest was, and what the role
of the king was. They had ample examples from their history
of men who fulfill these roles.
Further, the Old Testament looked forward to the Messiah
and spoke of Him as fulfilling all three roles. The Jews expected a Messiah who would speak for God as a prophet,
deal with sin, and rule the people.
Indeed, Jesus does fulfill each of these three roles.
As a prophet, Jesus represents God to us. He speaks on behalf of God revealing the nature and will of God. As a priest,
Jesus represents men to God. He presented a sacrifice on
behalf of men to God. As a King, He rules on behalf of God.
These are all mediatorial offices. As prophet and King, He
mediates the Word and rule of God to us. As a priest, He represents us before the Father, in His sinless life, His sacrifice,
and His intercession.
Since He performs each of these mediatorial roles, He is
called our “mediator.” He is the mediator between God and
men. His work as prophet, priest, and king are different aspects of His mediation. We can think of the word “mediator” as
being a general term describing what Christ does in each of
these offices: prophet, priest, and king.
1 Timothy 2:5 For there is one God, and one mediator
also between God and men,
the man Christ Jesus, …
In this article, I am just going to introduce this idea of mediation and what it means when we say that Christ is the mediator. There are a couple of theological issues raised by the
context of the verse that will be of interest to a few readers.
The first is the nature of God’s desire that “all be saved” mentioned in verse 4, and the second, the extent and intent of the
ransom paid in verse 6. I won’t deal with those issues here in
this article since I don’t want to distract from our main purpose, which is to understand the importance of Christ as a
“mediator” in verse 5.1 We shall look at three very important
questions.
What is a mediator?
There is “one God” and therefore, there can be only one
provision by which we can come to that one God. This one
God has revealed Himself in one book, in one incarnation—
Jesus Christ. Since there is one God, there is only one mediator.
The word “mediator” is the Greek word “μεσίτης” (mesites).
It speaks of “one who reconciles,” a “reconciler,” an
“arbitrator,” a “go between.” This refers to someone who

stands between two opposing parties and restores peace. It
can be used of one who negotiates the ratifying of a covenant. We have a need for a mediator. That is why God has
provided one in Christ. We need an “arbitrator” between us
fallen rebels and a holy God. Scripture says we are sinners
and because of our sin, we have no right to come before a
holy God. We are His enemies — rebels, deserving of His
wrath. He cannot be favorably disposed to us because our
iniquities have separated us from Him.
The animal sacrifices of the Old Covenant demonstrated
that separation. The need to bring a sacrifice for sin by those
who would draw near to God was a constant reminder of their
separation from Him. The people could not approach God
directly. They could not draw near. There was need for a
priest to offer a sacrifice on their behalf.
We have a need for a mediator. We need someone to
stand between us and God and to broker peace. We need
someone to bridge this chasm that separates the One Who is
infinitely holy from sinners who need salvation from our sin.
Listen to Job’s lament. He expresses this desire for a mediator in Job 9:33: “There is no umpire between us, Who may
lay his hand upon us both.” Job longed to have Someone to
stand between him and God. He wanted Someone to plead
his case, to reconcile two opposing parties. That is our need.
We need One Who can stand between God and men to mediate terms for peace.
You have seen something of this if you have ever been
involved in a court-ordered mediation. I was involved in one of
these a couple of years ago — not in connection with the
church, and not in connection with me personally, but on behalf of a civic organization with which I am involved. They
were being sued, so as board members, I and another went
to Coeur d’Alene to go through a court-ordered mediation.
We were in one room; the other party was in another
room. We never saw each other. We arrived at different
times. We left at different times. All our communications went
through one man who went from room to room negotiating
between the parties. His goal was to bring peace. He would
come into our room and hear our case, seek to understand
our position, and then go present it to the other party. He did
the same for them. He was the go-between. All our communication and negotiations took place through the mediator.
Christ is our mediator. He is the One through Whom we
approach the Father. We can only come to the Father through
Christ. Jesus said that in John 14:6: “I am the way, and the
truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but through
Me.” We can come to the Father through Christ because we
have the righteousness of Christ by faith. Because Christ has
provided a sacrifice that atones for our sins, He has borne the
wrath that we deserved. We are accepted by the Father because of what the Son has done. He has brought peace by
Continued on page 7

1st-3rd Grade Class: Melody Lynch, Lisa Slippy

Sunday
School
begins
at 9:30 a.m.

The 1st through 3rd grade class is taking a break from Genesis to study
the birth of the Savior. We will finish that study just before Christmas,
followed by a review lesson. We will return to Genesis in January. We
have implemented memory verses and the kids have been earning
points toward prizes. It has been really fun and the kids are doing a
great job. Thank you to all the parents who bring your kids to class!

Hello to you from Dave & Lois in Spokane.... I was at the Spokane airport this
morning to send off the three university young people who will be doing the
presentations on Thanksgiving in the public schools, helping with food preparation,
and serving the meals. I drove Lois to Seattle last Saturday for her to catch a flight
on Sunday to Italy. She has been helping her sister Carmen this week with a lot of
the advance preparation. PRAY PLEASE FOR THIS "GOSPEL NOISE" OPPORTUNITY in Italy and for growth in the Faenza church plant!
Lois and I are very grateful to God for His abundant mercies, for time with our
children and grandchildren, for all the kindness of God's people as we have settled
into our home in Spokane, and for opportunities to serve in Faith Bible Church, our
home church. The missions leader in the church wanted to prepare a documentary
on our 42 years in the international cross-cultural ministry that God, by His grace,
entrusted to us. The intent was to display the faithfulness of God and use this to
motivate a new generation to rise up to the call of God to serve Him crossculturally. You can view it on the FBC website (www.fbchurch.org).
Lois is using her hospitality giftedness to serve people with her same slogan of the
"power of food." We especially enjoyed the recent interaction with 5 youngishaged couples. Lois has also initiated a monthly prayer time with the mothers of
missionary families sent out by FBC and another like-minded church.
Pastoral leadership in the church has invited me to help with the equipping and
mentoring of potential future elders, and on a similar track with the training of men
who sense God's call to vocational ministry. I am delighted for this opportunity to
serve.... and quite excited about the impact on the global expansion of the gospel of
Jesus.
Lois and I are participating in a weekly small-group Bible study with 6 other young couples, each of whom are
about half our age. We are thrilled with this opportunity to encourage these couples with families, all of whom are
passionate about following Jesus.
Thus, as we enter a season of celebrating our GRATEFULNESS TO GOD for His abundant mercies, we thank
you again for your participation in our lives and ministry!!! We have the wonderful blessing of knowing Jesus, the
privilege of serving Him wholeheartedly, and the guaranteed expectation of enjoying His presence forever!
GRATEFUL.... yes, verrrrrrrrrrrrry grateful,
Dave Belch

>>>Garden of Readin’
The Christmas Star
by Ace Collins
In this novel set during World War II, the Reed family places a very special ornament on the Christmas tree—the Congressional Medal of Honor awarded after husband and father, Robert, gave his life
for his country. What’s meant to be a symbol of respect is just a painful reminder for young Jimmy
Reed that his father is gone. This year, however, a message delivered by one of Robert’s fellow soldiers and a mystery letter found in a Bible put a father’s sacrifice and faith into perspective and bring
new meaning to not only the ornament, but the events of the very first Christmas. Heartwarming.
Please contact Jenny Leo (208-610-2520) about donations or any library-related matter.

Women’s Ministry <<<

Ladies’ Christmas Tea

Saturday, Dec. 1

Please bring:

1:00 p.m.—4:00 p.m.
It is at Lisa Slippy’s home, 157 Bobtail Rd., Sandpoint
All ladies are invited to come for a time of fellowship, devotional, food and a fun gift exchange. No
childcare provided. Nursing babies are welcome.

a gift for the exchange
Last names A-L, sweet snack
Last name M-Z, savory snack

SECRET PRAYER SISTERS: We will r eveal our Secr et Pr ayer Sister s and choose new ones for the next year . If you cannot attend and would still like to participate, please fill out the Secret Prayer Sister form which will come to you in the mail and
return it to Tammie Shields. Extra forms available.

>>>Cocolalla Lake Bible Camp
Please visit the camp website at www.clbcamp.org for more details.
Our Mission
The ministries of Cocolalla Lake Bible Camp are devoted to preaching the Gospel of Christ to people of all ages and to making disciples of Jesus Christ.
Cocolalla Lake Bible Camp is dedicated to providing a God-centered environment for biblical teaching, evangelism, and missions.
Our Goals
The Christian Camp should provide opportunities to:
Deal with campers as individuals, discipling them personally in the areas of their spiritual need. John 3:5
Encourage definite spiritual decisions at the level of the camper's readiness.
Help establish good habits of Christian living: prayer, Bible reading and study, and witnessing. 2 Timothy 3:14-17; Acts 1:8, 2:42
Help establish sound health habits: cleanliness, rest, diet, exercise, and a good attitude toward the body as God's temple. 1 Corinthians 6:19
Learn outdoor skills as a means of developing character. 1 Corinthians 10:31
Learn the ability to get along with others unselfishly. Romans 12:9-21
Learn responsibility for one's own decisions. Galatians 6:4-9

Student Ministries
December Dates!
5
12
15
19
22

Girls’ Bible Study, 7:30-9 p.m.
Youth Group, 7-9 p.m.
Shopping Trip!
Girls’ Bible Study, 7:30-9 p.m.
Christmas Party!

Shopping
Trip!

The annual shopping trip to Spokane
Valley Mall will be on December 15!
Please see Emily Hill for the informational flier and permission slip.

2018 Christmas Party!
T he Hill Family will be hosting this year’s Christmas party on Dec 22 at 6 p.m. Please bring a snack to share and a gift to
exchange ($10 or less). Parents are welcome to stay and enjoy the fellowship! T he Hills live at 727 Berry Hill Road, Cocolalla.

>>>Kootenai Thunder
kootenaithunder.com

For the most current information, please check our website and Facebook page.

End of season awards:
Soccer : MCL Sportsmanship Award
The soccer team had a rebuilding year and ended with a
Record of 1-11.
Varsity Volleyball: 1st place in regular season (awarded
the traveling Gold Ball); overall record of 11-3. They took
3rd place in the end-of-year tournament.
Juniors and JV volleyball didn’t place in the tournament, but had really exciting and fun seasons.

Basketball for
both boys and
girls has just
started practicing! Check out
the website for
more details.

>>>Building Update
After getting the parking lot done and the stormwater drainage constructed in
September, we got approved for “permanent occupancy” on the first floor. The
occupancy permit we were issued on June 1 was only a temporary permit.
The adult Sunday School class is cleaned out. We used it for our Membership
Class on November 17. We ordered some more soft sanctuary chairs (50). They
should be here shortly after the first of the year. Lord willing, we will order another 50 after the first of the year.

Nick Rasor installed our new drinking fountain in the foyer.

Church News <<<
BONNER GOSPEL MISSION

Christmas donations for the Mission: Donations for food to be used at the Bonner Gospel
Mission are collected in a bin by the missions
table. With Christmas around the corner, extra donations
to make this time
more special for the
residents would be
greatly appreciated.

>>>Kootenai Classifieds
For Sale: Piano

For Sale: 3-piece

Yamaha console (spinet)
lighted china
upright. Has a maple
finish. $800 OBO. We cabinet & a big rollpaid above $2000 in top oak desk. Call
Barb or Dale
around 1974. Call Barb
or Dale Schultz at 208Schultz at
755-1442.
208-755-1442

Free: Moving boxes and
packing materials.
Moving Blankets:$5 ea.
Call Barbara Juneau
(530-632-2204) or John
Juneau (530-913-4416).

Firewood:
Call John Kinne
(208-290-4359).
Place your ad here next month!
Email the details to
lisaslippy@gmail.com
Ads due by the 15th of the month
prior to the publishing month.

Mid-Week Bible Study
RESUMES JANUARY 9
When: Every Wednesday
Where: Kootenai Community Church
Time: 7:00 p.m. Everyone is welcome
Teacher: Bryan Wood
Topic: The Doctrines of Grace

TIME TO UPDATE THE
CHURCH DIRECTORY!
Directory Photos: We would like to
update the church directory. If you are
new and would like to be in the directory, you may pick up an information
sheet at the Welcome Table (return it to
Marcia). There is a sign-up sheet if you need a picture taken
or need an updated one. Pictures will be taken on December
2 (one day only) by Jason Duchow, or you may send a digital photo to Marcia.
Directory Information: Please notify Marcia Whetsel if you
need to update your phone number, email, address, children,
or other information.
Send your new information to secretary@nctv.org

CHRISTMAS PROGRAM - There has been some confusion about our upcoming Christmas program. This program is separate from our Christmas Eve service. The Christmas program will be at 1:30 p.m. on December 23. The Christmas Eve service will be at 6:30 p.m. the evening of
December 24. The Christmas program will be performances from anyone that would like to participate. Please contact Diedre if you would
like to be a part of this afternoon program.

the blood of His cross. He is the sacrifice by which we draw
near to the Father.
Notice that this is an exclusive mediation. There is “one mediator.” We don’t get to choose who our mediator is going to
be. Jesus Christ is that mediator between His people and the
Father. He does not need help from Mary, the saints, religious
leaders, your good works, or your righteousness.
It sounds very exclusive and close-minded to say that there
is no other way to approach God but through Christ. It is exclusive, for only He has done what is necessary to mediate between God and man. Only He lived a perfect life, died a perfect
death, and rose from the dead. Only He sits at the right hand of
the Father and makes intercession for those who believe. Only
He can provide the righteousness necessary for guilty sinners
to stand before the Father’s throne.
Only He has done the work of a perfect prophet, a perfect
priest, and a perfect king. Therefore, He is the only mediator
between God and man. The author of Hebrews develops this
truth of Christ as our mediator in more detail than Paul does
here. Hebrews 8:6: “But now He has obtained a more excellent
ministry, by as much as He is also the mediator of a better covenant, which has been enacted on better promises.” Hebrews
9:15: “For this reason He is the mediator of a new covenant, so
that, since a death has taken place for the redemption of the
transgressions that were committed under the first covenant,
those who have been called may receive the promise of the
eternal inheritance.” Hebrews 12:24: “And to Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood, which
speaks better than the blood of Abel.”
What is the mediator? It is one who stands between us and
God. The three offices that Christ fulfills are each mediatorial
offices. As a prophet, He mediates the word of God to us. As a
priest, He represents us to God. As a king, He mediates the
rule of God over His people.
What qualifies Christ as a mediator?
First, He is the “man Christ Jesus.” The word “Christ” is the
title for “Messiah.” It is not Jesus’ last name. It is a title designating Him as the “Anointed One” or “Messiah.” He is the “man
Messiah Jesus.”
Paul affirms the manhood, the full humanity of Jesus. He is
the man Christ Jesus. Paul is not denying that Jesus Christ is
divine. That is not the emphasis here. He can represent me to
God because He is a man. He is the man Christ Jesus. So, He
can stand in my place. He can plead my cause. He can represent me. He can act on my behalf. He can do the work demanded of me because He is fully man.
He lived a perfect and sinless life as a man. He resisted
temptation as a man, obeyed the law as a man, and experienced the realities of life in this fallen world as a man. He suffered and died as a man. He endured the wrath I deserve as a

man. He can be my substitute since, as a man, He can represent me.
The blood of bulls and goats could never pay the sin debt,
for an animal cannot fully represent me and act on my behalf.
The blood of the animal sacrifices reminds us of sin and its
consequences but cannot take away sin fully and finally. But
what animal sacrifices could never do, Christ has done
through His sacrifice by offering Himself once for all in our
place.
We needed a man to pay our penalty, but we also need
One Who is God to represent God to us. Christ is that. He is
fully divine. He is the perfect mediator between God and man
because He is both God and man. He is the God-man. In the
person of Christ, we have One who is both fully divine and
fully human.
Since He is God, He is infinitely and perfectly righteous.
He is, therefore, able to offer a sacrifice that is of infinite value
and to provide a righteousness that is infinite. Since He is
God, His righteousness is sufficient to cover me, you, the person next to you, and the believer who’s on the other side of
the world. Millions can be declared righteous and have their
sins forgiven because the sacrifice that He offered is of infinite
value. As the God-man, He provides me with the righteousness of God Himself.
Because He is the only One Who is both God and man,
He is the only One Who is qualified to serve as our mediator.
One Who is not God cannot provide a perfect and infinite
righteousness for multitudes. One who is not man cannot represent us and act on our behalf. Christ is the perfect mediator.
He is the man, the God-man Christ Jesus.
What does He mediate?
That is a big question that requires a big answer. In everything pertaining to man’s approaching God and man dealing
with God, Christ mediates. Our worship, our prayers, our
praise, our service, our sacrifices, our thanksgiving—all of it.
In everything pertaining to God’s dealing with man, Christ mediates. All the blessings, the favor, the righteousness, the
goodness, mercies, grace —all of it.
Everything that God does for and to His people comes to
us through Jesus Christ and His merits. Everything that man
does in response to God, in our relationship to Him, must go
through Christ and Christ alone. This is an enormous subject
and is where the “prophet, priest, and king” distinction becomes very helpful.
Specifically, in this context, Paul mentions one thing: a
ransom. Christ has paid a ransom. “Ransom” is a word that
describes the work that Christ has done. It emphasizes the
price paid. There was a ransom price to purchase us. We are
the purchased possession of the God-man, the Messiah Jesus. He has bought us with a price, a price He paid to redeem
us from sin. He purchased our deliverContinued on page 8
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Continued from page 7

ance and the price was nothing less
than His own blood (Acts 20:28).
This is another reason that salvation is exclusively through
Christ. Only He has paid the price for sinners. Only He was
righteous and could offer a sinless, perfect sacrifice on a
cross to bear the wrath of the Father. Only He could redeem
a people through His death. Only He has done this, so men
may come to God only through Him.
The ransom payment that He paid for us was something
mediated for us to God. That ransom was part of His priestly
work: offering a payment for sin on our behalf. That is mediation. That is what is provided in the incarnation!

Christmas Eve Service
Monday, December 24
6:30 p.m.

Glory be to God for His indescribable gift!

2
Decorators - come at 3:00 to help decorate the church

- Want to donate decorations? Please bring artificial evergreen garland, red
ribbon, gold/silver ball ornaments, or ask Misty Black what is needed.

Everyone - come at 5:30 for potluck dinner and games
Bring:
 soup/chowder/stew
 salad
 dessert/cookies
 board games
Provided: dr inks, r olls, tablewar e

