
strength, and by my own effort, I shall hope at 
last, provided I do not fall again, to make it to 
eternal glory. I nearly fell once, and I have no 
confidence at all that I shall not fall again, and 
this time into eternal ruin and destruction.”  
 Asaph had learned that God’s power keeps 
and preserves those who are His. Though the 
arm of flesh may fail him, the mighty arm of God 
that took him by the right hand would bring him 
safely to glory. If God has purposed the salvation 
of His people, He shall not fail. He cannot fail. 
Like Asaph, we can have absolute confidence 
that He will guide us and receive us safely to glo-
ry. 

The Goodness of God for Eternity 
Psalm 73:25–28 

Whom have I in Heaven but You?  
And besides You, I desire nothing on earth. 

My flesh and my heart may fail, 
But God is the strength of my heart  

and my portion forever. 
For, behold, those who are 

far from You will perish; 
You have destroyed all 

those who  
are unfaithful to You. 

But as for me, the nearness 
of God is my good; 

I have made the Lord God 
my refuge,  

That I may tell of all Your 
works. 

 
 It is nowhere 

Continued on page 2 

The Ground of Asaph’s Confidence 
 How could Asaph be so confident? How could 
he know for sure that God would receive him to 
glory? The only way Asaph could know this was if 
he could be absolutely assured of the keeping pur-
poses and power of God for His elect. If it is any-
thing less than the purpose and power of God that 
keeps His elect unto their final glory, they can have 
no confidence they shall surely see it.  
 Asaph could have no confidence in his own abil-
ity to persevere to the end. After all, he had just 
gone through a crisis of faith severe enough to 
shake the most solid believer to his core. His feet 
nearly slipped. His steps came close to stumbling. 
He had started to believe blasphemous things 
about God and His goodness, reasoning like a fool 
and a brute beast. This crisis taught Asaph how 
weak he was in his own strength. He was a proph-
et of God

1
 and a great worship leader under King 

David, yet his crisis of faith threatened his undoing. 
If such a great man could ultimately fall to ruin and 
perish, what hope could you or I possibly have? 
 If Asaph had believed for one moment that his 
final perseverance to eternal glory depended on 
his own strength, he would never have uttered 
words such as these: “With Your counsel You will 
guide me, and afterward receive me to glory.” In-
stead he would have to say, “With my own 
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more evident than here that Asaph’s focus has 
been completely changed. His focus is Heaven-
ward. He expresses confidence that the Lord 
would receive Him to glory, and now his focus is 
upon the delights and joys of that glory. His eyes 
are on the riches of Heaven instead of the riches of 
the heathen. What a change of perspective has 
been wrought in Asaph as a result of stepping into 
the sanctuary of God (v. 17)! 
 Asaph no longer thought of his lot as being 
characterized by chastening and affliction (v. 14). 
He had come to see that God Himself is the treas-
ure and joy of Heaven. God is what makes Heaven 
Heaven. There is nothing that Heaven can offer 
which might in any way compare to the treasure to 
be found in God Himself. Heaven contains no thing 
and no person as desirable as God. “Whom have I 
in Heaven but you?” The implied answer to that 
question is, “Nobody.” 
 All the glitter and gold of this earthly realm had 
lost its allure. “And besides You, I desire nothing 
on earth.” This stands in stark contrast with his 
statement in verse 3: “For I was envious of the ar-
rogant as I saw the prosperity of the wicked.” He 
no longer desires their wealth, their prosperity, nor 
their ease of life. He has come to see God as a 
treasure far richer, more desirable, and greater by 
far than anything this earthly realm could offer. His 
envy of their prosperity came to an end when he 
saw their end. The prosperity of the wicked is their 
judgment. The treasure of the righteous is their 
God. The enticements of luxury and ease had 
once drawn his heart near to perdition. Rescued by 
the grace of God from a fall, Asaph found God to 
be a treasure greater than all that the wicked had 
or could ever hope to have.  
 When God was removed from Asaph’s view, 
every lesser light appeared impressive and every 
earthly enticement began to glitter. But once 
Asaph’s heart fixed upon God, everything lost its 
luster. What could compare to Him? Who could 
compare to Him? What is greater, gold or the Cre-
ator of gold? What is to be treasured more, the 
passing riches of this world or the eternal treasure 
of knowing God? 

 
Psalm 89:6-7 
 For who in the skies is comparable to the Lord? 

 Who among the sons of the mighty  
  is like the Lord, 

 A God greatly feared in the council  
  of the holy ones, 

 And awesome above all those who  
  are around Him? 

 Great treasures and pleasures, joys and de-
lights await those who shall enjoy the presence of 
God forever. Psalm 16:11 says, “You will make 
known to me the path of life; in Your presence is 
fullness of joy; in Your right hand there are pleas-
ures forever.” 
 If we could only learn this lesson and learn it 
well. We wake up each morning to a chorus of in-
terests that compete for our affections. The allure 
of this world is strong and the righteous must fight 
to make God and God alone their delight and sat-
isfaction. The battle to keep our God as the treas-
ure of our heart and the center of our affections is 
a real battle that must be fought every day. We 
must continually ask God to guard us from the 
idolatry and envy which seeks to steal our affec-
tions from Him. No one can be truly happy in this 
life who does not make God their treasure in this 
world and their desire in the world to come. 

 
Our Strength and Portion 

 Asaph had come face to face with his own 
weakness. He knew his heart was weak. He had 
come to a point of envying those who are the ob-
jects of God’s justice. His flesh had deceived him. 
Only God had preserved him from falling headlong 
into blasphemy and apostasy. Thus Asaph says, 
“God is the strength of my heart and my portion 
forever.” If his heart was to remain faithful and fo-
cused on the treasure of Heaven, it could only be 
if God should strengthen his heart. Asaph knew he 
was weak in his own flesh and his own strength.  
 When Asaph speaks of God being his “portion 
forever” he is using “a figurative expression, em-
ployed in Scripture to denote the condition or lot 
with which every man is contented.”

2
 It describes a 

“share of something, portion, allotment, a part of 
something, implying it is assigned.”

3
 The word was 

used to describe a plot of ground, a small parcel, or 
a reward. The allotment for the wicked may be gold, 
fame, and power, but the righteous have God. He is 
their lot. He is their portion.  

Psalm 16:5  
“The Lord is the portion of my inheritance  

and my cup; you support my lot.” 
 

Psalm 142:5 
“I cried out to You, O Lord;  

I said, ‘You are my refuge, my portion  
in the land of the living.’” 

 
 This is a particularly comforting truth in difficult 
and distressing times, as Jeremiah learned: “‘The 
Lord is my portion,’ says my 

Continued on page 7 



  

Sunday 
School  
begins  

at 9:30 a.m. 

The Sunday School Classes 
Nursery:  Rachel Gordon, Becky Feezor, Emily Hill, Jenny Stevens,  
  and Angie Cates  
Pre-K : Katie Moon, assisted by Bonnie Mauck  
1st-3rd Grade: Melody Lynch and Lisa Slippy, assisted by Jenny  
  Stevens and Anna Bottcher 
4th-6th Grade:  Diane Rich, assisted by Kathy Conger 
7th-8th Grade:  Taryn Osman 
9th-12th Grade:  Dave Rich, assisted by Ed Barba 
Adult:  Cornel Rasor and Jess Whetsel 

The Institute for Creation Research is unique among scientific research organiza-
tions. Our research is conducted within a biblical worldview, since ICR is committed 
to the absolute authority of the inerrant Word of God. The real facts of science will 
always agree with biblical revelation because the God who made the world of God 
inspired the Word of God.  
 

ICR’s goal is to comprehend and communicate as accurately as possible the ways 
in which our great Creator built and sustains the world. He is the source of life, pur-
pose, and all things that exist. It is to God we give the glory because He is our Cre-
ator and Savior.  

 
At Life Choices we are committed to share the love of Christ through our Prevention, Intervention, 
and Reconciliation Programs. Through these programs, we will provide educational support and 
compassionate coaching in conjunction with existing churches and institutions. The Life Choices 
team is happy to provide the support and education you need to deal with your unplanned pregnan-
cy, past abortion, relationship challenges, parenting questions and life skills needs. All of our ser-
vices are free and confidential.  

As a ministry of helps to Bible-believing churches and Christians, CLA serves 
through the following ways: 
-Free legal defense of those facing difficulties for the biblical faith 
-Free legal counsel to churches and Christians for their ministries 
-Legal seminars for ministries to help prevent lawsuits 
-The Legal Alert radio program  
-Preaching in churches across the country 

Bonner Gospel Mission (BGM) is a Christian-based shelter for men, providing 
food, beds, and Bible studies to provide God’s answers for their needs. 
 

At BGM, we have a “1-step necessary act”—repent! The Bible says that we have 
the victory over seductions, temptations, and attractions of the world, not by a 
program but through a person, Jesus Christ. “In the world you will have tribula-
tions, but be of good cheer, for I have overcome the world” (John 16:33).  



 >>>Garden of Readin’ 

 

Women’s Ministry <<< 

 
 
 

>>>Cocolalla Lake Bible Camp  
Please visit the camp website at www.clbcamp.org for more details. 

Please contact Jenny Leo (208-610-2520) about donations or any library-related matter. 

The Jesus Storybook Bible 
by Sally Lloyd-Jones 

 

The Jesus Storybook Bible invites children to join in the greatest of all adven-

tures, to discover for themselves that Jesus is at the center of God's great 

story of salvation---and at the center of their story, too. This edition includes 

3 read-along audio CDs narrated by actor David Suchet and colorful illustra-

tions by renowned artist Jago.  

 

 

 
Evening Bible Study  

Thursdays at 6:30 p.m. 
At the home of Barbara Juneau 
 67 Ponder Point Ln., Sandpoint 

Teacher:  Lisa Slippy 
Studying the Sermon on the Mt. 

LADIES’ BIBLE STUDIES  
 

Morning Bible Study  
Tuesdays at 9:00 a.m. 
At the home of Diane Carlson 
 209 Heath Lake Rd., Sagle 

Teacher:  Lori Wood 
Studying the book of James 

TO REGISTER FOR EITHER STUDY, 
 SEE MARCIA WHETSEL 

Please pray for and consider 
sending encouragement to 
Brandon Parnell. 
 
AB Parnell, Brandon L. 
322 TRS/FLT 775 Dorm B9 
1320 Truemper St. Unit 36 9520 
JBSA Lackland AFB, TX 78236-6432 
 

HARVEST DINNER 
SUNDAY, October 28, after church 

 
The meat and potatoes will be provided; the rest of the 
meal is potluck. Everyone is welcome to attend. You can 
bring: 
 
Last names A-M: Salad and side dish 
Last names N-Z:  Dessert and side dish 
 
Join us for this time of fellowship and thanksgiving to 
our Lord for His provision for us.  
 
If you would be willing to help with the dinner by either 
making mashed potatoes, or with set-up and clean-up, 
please call Marcia Whetsel at 208-659-2494. 

QUILT CAMP - October 11-13 
Details available by calling (208) 263-3912 
 

209 Cocolalla Loop Rd. 
PO Box 106 
Cocolalla, iD 83813  



 
 
 
 

 

Student Ministries <<< 

>>>Kootenai Thunder 

For the most current information, please check our website and Facebook page.   

kootenaithunder.com 

SCHOLARSHIP DONATIONS 
We have started a scholarship fund 
for families that are unable to afford 
the player fee. If you would like to 
donate specifically to that, contact 
Diedre Osman. 

Reformation Day Party! 
Come join us for an evening of fun to celebrate the 501st anniver-
sary of Martin Luther nailing his 95 Theses to the door of the 
church in Wittenberg, Germany. 
 

Date:  Saturday, October 27  
Time:  5:00 – 7:00 pm 
Place: Kootenai Community Church 
   477 Main Street, Kootenai 
 

The youth group has a wonderful opportunity to serve the young 
children and their families of our church! Parents, please mark 
your calendars for Oct 27! More details to come in the KCC Student 
Ministries Newsletter. 

 

UPDATES! 

Life Choices Pregnancy Center 
 

KCC Raised:  $761.93 
 

“Thank you for your participation in 
the Baby Bottle fundraiser.  Your 

generous giving and faithful prayers 
play a vital role in our ministry.” 

KCC Kitchen Shower 
 

Raised $680, 2 commercial 
cutting boards, a stepstool 

and an ice cream scoop! 

Reformation Day 

Party 
 

Saturday, Oct. 27 

5:00-7:00 p.m. 

At KCC 

 
Costume Contest with prizes for: 

 Best Family Theme 

 Best Reformation-related 

 Most Creative 

 

Trivia brackets for adults and teens 

and game stations for families to 

learn more about the Reformation. 

 

Please bring a 

snack to share! 

October Dates! 
3 Girls Bible Study, 7:30-9p.m. 
10 Youth Group @ Kellers’, 7-9 p.m. 
12–13 KCC Fall Conference 
17 Girls Bible Study, 7:30-9 p.m. 
21 Project @ Whetsels’, 2 p.m. 
24 Youth Group @ Slippys’, 7-9 p.m. 
27 Reformation Day Party! 

The Gideons International 
 

KCC Raised:  $286.00 

SERVICE PROJECT 

Help Wanted! 

On October 21, please help split and stack firewood at the Whetsels’. 

The activity will begin at 2 p.m. and Marcia has of-

fered to cook dinner! Please bring work gloves, warm 

clothes, and any tools that will aid the process. If you 

have any questions, please contact Steve at 

208.304.2030. 

The Thunder teams are in full swing! Girls Varsity volley-
ball team took first in the pre-season tournament. The soccer 
team plays their home games at Centennial Field and vol-
leyball at Cocolalla Lake Bible Camp. 



 

>>>Building Update 

>>>Kootenai Classifieds  

Church News <<< 

Firewood:  
Call John Kinne 
(208) 290-4359 

 

Andrew Rappaport  
Striving for Eternity Ministries  

October 12-13 
 

The registration for the fall conference featuring Andrew Rappaport is still open! You 
can go to the church website and register there. On the information page you will see 
the schedule for the weekend as well as a brief description of the session content.  
The cost of registration includes snacks on Friday night and lunch and refreshments on 
Saturday, as well as a copy of Andrew’s book, “What Do They Believe?”  
 

This conference will be of tremendous benefit to our church body as Andrew equips us for personal evan-
gelism. If you know of someone outside our own church body who would benefit from attending, please 
feel free to invite them! This is not just for those who call Kootenai Community Church home. 
 
If you would be willing to host some who will be traveling long distances, please let Pastor Jim Osman know.  

Single registration: $50 ($65 at the door) 

Couple/Family: $80 ($100 at the door) 

University of Idaho 
Bryce Barba 
MSC 1041 
901 Paradise Creek Rd. 
Moscow, ID  83843 
  
David Currie 
1411 West A. St. Apt. 10 
Moscow, ID  83843 
  
Kellie Rich 
1551 N. Polk Ext #3 
Moscow, ID  83843 
  
Parole de Vie Quebec 
Whitney Schork 
1175 Chemin Thomas Woodward 

Sherbrooke, QC  J1M 0B4 

Central Washington University 
Annie Slippy 
901 E. Juniper Apt. 3 
Ellensburg, WA  98926 
 

Grand Canyon University 
Mark Slippy 
Encanto 105D 
3300 W. Camelback Rd. 
Phoenix, AZ  85017 
  

Moody College Spokane 
Katherina Kinne 
802 E. Baldwin Ave., Apt. 6 
Spokane, WA  99207 
 

Pacific University 
Sunny Brown 
2330 22nd Ave. 
Forest Grove, OR  97116 
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College Care Packages - Collection of items you 
would like to contribute will happen for the whole 
month of October. See the foyer for more details. 
Especially requested are cards of encouragement! 

Free:  Moving boxes and 
packing materials.   
 

Moving Blankets: $5 ea 
 

Call Barbara Juneau 
530-632-2204 or John 
Juneau 530-913-4416 

Place your ad here next month!  
Email the details to  

lisaslippy@gmail.com 
Ads due by the 15th of the month  

prior to the publishing month. 

 The big item to report on the building is the continued work on our parking lot. We had hoped 
to get the south section of our parking lot done (Phase 1) before winter. In order to get our per-
manent occupancy permit we needed to have that much of the parking lot, a fire lane down the 

west side of the building, and stormwater ditches dug. We had budgeted $20,000 for 
that work. Peter Hammond of Backwoods Bobcat exceeded our expectations by do-
ing the rest of the parking lot (Phase 1 and Phase 2) for that amount. He dug the 
stormwater trenches on the west side of the parking area and has been donating his 
time to improve the grass field on the east side of the building. Pat Bradshaw 
(Hatcher Enterprises) hauled the rock that we needed for the parking area. Thanks to 
the time and efforts of these two men, we have a fantastic parking lot! 
 Jeff Miller has donated some time doing more finish work in hanging a bulletin 
board and some items in the bathrooms. Nick Rasor plumbed the sink in the nursery 

and Jamie Slippy got one of the dishwashers working in the kitchen. We are truly blessed to have 
such faithful and generous servants in this church body! 

HELP WANTED! 
with Fall Conference  

 

Our Fall Conference is coming up Friday, Oct. 

12 & Saturday, Oct. 13, and we are looking for 

some volunteers who would be willing to help 

with event setup, food, and cleanup. We also 

have a sign-up sheet for specific food items.  

 

If you are interested in helping, please contact 

Shelli Cowell at shelli.cowell@gmail.com or 

(425) 563-8161, or visit her before or after 

church at the table in the foyer.  



nity without a single pleasure, joy, or delight. God 
has promised their destruction: “You have destroyed 
all those who are unfaithful to You.” 
 The righteous may live their lives here in the most 
meager of circumstances. They may suffer affliction, 
persecution and a constant drip of trials, yet, they do 
and will enjoy a good that defies description—the in-
finite and eternal God. The nearness of God is their 
good. The good thing that the righteous enjoys is 
nothing less than God Himself. The righteous have a 
prosperity too, but it is not gold. It is God. God is the 
prosperity of the righteous. That is a prosperity that 
death cannot take away. It is a prosperity that afflic-
tion only makes sweeter and closer. It is a prosperity 
that the impenitent wicked can never know.  
 David was surely right when he declared in Psalm 
65:4 “How blessed is the one whom You choose and 
bring near to You to dwell in Your courts. We will be 
satisfied with the goodness of Your house, Your holy 
temple.”  
 The righteous enjoy an eternal good. Our delight 
is an eternal delight, a satisfaction that never ends. 

 
Let Us Declare It! 

 It is interesting that this psalm ends with Asaph’s 
commitment to declare the gracious works of God: 
“That I may tell of all Your works” (v. 28). Asaph 
leaves us with this commission: to declare the vanity 
of earthly prosperity and the glory of God’s merciful 
goodness. Asaph does this very thing in this psalm. 
Psalm 73 was written to declare the goodness of 
God to His people.  
 Asaph began with that bold declaration in verse 1: 
“Surely God is good to Israel, to those who are pure 
in heart!” This psalm is all about that goodness. 
Asaph has shown that the prosperity of the wicked is 
not God’s goodness to them at all. God is good to 
those who are His. God is good to His people. Real 
and lasting goodness is not to be found in wealth and 
riches, it is found in God. Real blessings are not 
showered upon rebels but the righteous. The deal-
ings of God among mankind cannot be assessed 
with the yardstick of time alone. Eternity weighs upon 
the scales and redefines the terms of that assess-
ment. Let us tell of these marvelous works. 
 We should not be shy about declaring God’s 
works – all of them. ALL of them. Asaph did not shy 
away from discussing God’s righteous judgments. It 
was most certainly the work of God to lavish wealth 
and riches upon the wicked. It was a work of God’s 
judgment. We can and should declare that. God has 
set His face against the wicked and will use their 
prosperity to make their punishment more severe 
and their loss more tragic. That is His work. We 
should declare that. God’s works include the destruc-
tion of His enemies and their utter and eternal 
shame. When they perish, they 

Continued on page 8 

soul, ‘Therefore I have hope in Him’” (Lamentations 
3:24). 
 The riches of this world can never bring content-
ment and satisfaction. God alone is able to abundantly 
supply the deepest needs of our soul. Gold will disap-
point but God never will. We find “in Him the perfection 
of our happiness consists.”4 The wise will gladly re-
ceive Him as their portion in this life. 

 
A Final Contrast 

 The final two verses of the psalm summarize all we 
have learned thus far. We see a number of final con-
trasts between the prosperous wicked and the suffer-
ing righteous. 

 
Psalm 73:27–28 

 For, behold, those who are  
far from You will perish; 

  You have destroyed all those who  
  are unfaithful to You.  

 But as for me, the nearness of God is my good; 
   I have made the Lord God my refuge, 

 That I may tell of all Your works. 
 
 Verse 27 describes the agony of the wicked and 
verse 28 the anthem of the righteous. The wicked are 
far from God and the righteous are near. The wicked 
will perish while the righteous enjoy their refuge. The 
wicked are unfaithful and the righteous faithfully de-
clare the works of God. The wicked refuse to give God 
glory, the righteous do not. The wicked do not have 
God, the righteous enjoy His goodness. The wicked 
will finally forfeit their treasure, the righteous will never 
have to do so. The wicked get gold in this life; the 
righteous get God. The wicked lose their gold at 
death, the righteous keep God. The wicked live this 
life apart from God and perish in the same state. The 
righteous draw near to God and their death brings 
them nearer still. Death for the wicked is eternal sepa-
ration from the goodness of God. Death for the right-
eous is an eternal and inseparable nearness to God’s 
goodness.   
 Though it seems that Asaph is through speaking of 
the wicked and their destruction (vv. 18-20), he takes 
up that subject one last time here at the end in order 
to show by contrast the glorious treasure promised to 
those whom the Father loves. In the end, the wicked 
suffer ultimate loss and ruin. They refuse to delight 
themselves in God, to make Him their treasure, and 
receive His goodness. They love their wealth, their 
fame, and their power more than their Creator. They 
mistakenly think that the prosperity they enjoyed was 
a token of either His ignorance or His approval. They 
could not be more wrong. Their loss could not be more 
stunning. When they perish, they will suffer the ulti-
mate loss. All they have to live for will dissipate like a 
dream at dawn. They will enter Hell and suffer for eter-



Kootenai Community Church 
P.O. Box 593 
Kootenai, ID 83840 
 
208-255-5668 
kcc@nctv.com 
www.kootenaichurch.org 

perish at His hand and He 
casts them down to destruction. That is His work. 
We should declare it. 
Asaph is not ashamed of these works. God is not 
ashamed of these works. We should not be 
ashamed of these works. God works for the glory of 
His name and the good of His people. Let the re-
deemed tell of ALL His marvelous works. Let the 
wicked take heed and call upon Him while they may. 

 
Without Wax – 
 
 
 
________________________________________ 
11 Chronicles 25:1-2; 2 Chronicles 29:30 
2Calvin, 156. 
3J. . Swanson, Dictionary of Biblical Languages with Semantic Domains : 
Hebrew (Old Testament) (electronic ed.). Oak Harbor: Logos Research 
Systems, Inc., 1997.   
4Calvin, 157. 

Continued from page 7 

*This is Part 2 of Chapter 8 from the book Prosperity of the Wicked 
by Jim Osman. The previous chapters are available in earlier edi-
tions of this newsletter, on the church website, or the book in its 
entirety is available for purchase on Amazon.com or at the Welcome 
Table at church. 

Mid-Week Bible Study 
 

When:  Every Wednesday beginning October 3 
Where:  Kootenai Community Church 
Time:  7:00 p.m. Everyone is welcome 
Teacher: Bryan Wood 
Topic:  The Doctrines of Grace 
 

In our study of The Doctrines of Grace we will dig deeply 
into the plan of God and His sovereign actions in the salvation 
of the believer, by using the only resource available to us, the 
Word of God - the Holy Scriptures. The depth at which we 
will plumb has been rightfully called  “Deep Doctrine.” But 
we can only plumb as deep as the Scriptures allow, and no 
further. 
 

My hope at the end of the study will be that God’s people will 
have a deeper appreciation and love for God the Father and 
the Lord Jesus Christ for the incredible gift of salvation.  Be-
cause The Doctrines of Grace, when accurately understood 
and fully embraced, humble men and exalt the Father.   

It’s time to pack a shoebox!  
Please pick up details at the Welcome Ta-
ble.  Shoeboxes are due November 11. 

SAVE THE DATE! 
There will be a membership class on November 
17!  Look for details in the bulletin or Novem-
ber newsletter.  


