
is the author of What Do They Believe?, What Do 
We Believe?, and is currently working on a book 
on the Deity of Christ.  

Here is Andrew’s testimony, in his words, of how 
God saved him. 

Testimony of Andrew R. Rappaport 

 I woke up suddenly to the sound of a siren and 
much commotion downstairs. I ran into the hallway 
where I met up with my younger sister. We both ran 
down the stairs to see what was happening. My older 
brother was already at the bottom of the stairs. My 
parents were gone, but my aunt was there. She was 
trying to explain to my sister, Ellen, and me that my 
mother had to be taken to the hospital. We did not re-
ally understand. I was only nine years old at the time, 
and my sister was six. 

 The next day, our father tried to explain to us that 
my mother had passed out in his arms. My parents 
were viewing pictures that my 
aunt had brought over to the 
house. My mother had passed out 
and turned blue due to a lack of 
air to her lungs. This was caused 
by cancer that she had been bat-
tling. 

 My father had given her 
mouth‑to‑mouth resuscitation and 
revived her.  No one was pre-
pared to handle the next six 
months. My mother was in and 
out of the hospital and was taking 
every drug possible. My sister 
and I would stay 

Continued on page 2 

 Do you know how to share your faith? Do you 
ever struggle to turn an ordinary conversation into 
an opportunity to share the gospel? Do you get 
stumped during a witness encounter with objec-
tions or get taken easily off course? Have you ever 
watched Ray Comfort present the gospel and 
wished you could be trained to do it in the same 
manner? Our Fall Conference featuring Andrew 
Rappaport is specifically designed to equip you to 
do just that.  

 Andrew Rappaport (Striving for Eternity Minis-
tries) is a gifted evangelist, apologist, and teacher. 
Andrew has a unique ability to turn almost any con-
versation into a spiritual conversation giving him 
the opportunity to share the gospel. His gracious 
demeanor, his sense of humor, and his calm re-
pose in hostile situations will serve as a model for 
your own evangelistic efforts.  

 Andrew has worked closely with Ray Comfort 
and the team at Living Waters Ministries on various 
evangelistic projects. For years, Andrew was an 
East Coast representative for Living Waters. Cur-
rently he does evangelism training through his min-
istry, Striving for Eternity (SFE). He is building the 
Christian Podcast Community network of Christian 
podcasters. SFE currently offers free online video 
courses in Systematic Theology, Biblical Herme-
neutics, Discipleship, and World Religions. Andrew 
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awake every night until my father came home. The first 
question that we would ask was, "When can we go and 
see Mom?" As I look back on that question, I realize 
that it must have been very difficult for my father. My 
parents agreed that my sister and I should not see my 
mother, due to the fact that she had lost most of her hair 
through the chemotherapy. My father did what he 
thought was best to keep our hopes up.   

 It was June 27, 1978, and the last day of school. I 
was ten years old and in fifth grade. School was to let 
out at 12:30 p.m. It was 12:00 p.m. when I was called 
down to the principal’s office. When I saw my sister 
there, we both got excited. We had convinced ourselves 
that our father was picking us up early so that we could 
go to the hospital to see our mother. We had thought 
that we had been well-behaved and that this would be 
our reward. My sister and I fought often as children, and 
in those six months we had tried so hard to be obedient 
children with the hope that maybe we could see our 
mother. 

 My father did, in fact, come to pick us up from 
school. Ellen and I must have made that event extreme-
ly difficult for my father. We had worked ourselves into 
such excitement. We kept asking him if we were going 
to go to the hospital to see our mother. My father's first 
words were that we would discuss it in the car. We lived 
only five minutes from the school, and so the drive was 
short. As we approached the house, my father started to 
say words that would ring in my ears for years. "Well," 
my father started, "I have to tell you something, and it is 
not good news..."   

 That was all that I needed to hear. I knew the rest. I 
did not even wait for the car to come to a stop. As we 
approached the driveway, I jumped out of the car and 
ran for the house. 

 When I entered the house, I was not expecting what 
I saw. There were people--people everywhere. Family 
and friends of my parents filled the house. I saw my 
thirteen-year-old brother, Jay, standing at the stairs. He 
started to come over to me, but I ran right past him. To 
my room I went. No one came after me for a while. I 
guess they thought it would be better if they gave me 
time to settle down. Eventually, though, my little 
cousin, who must have been around three or four years 
old, came into my room. He was told that his aunt had 
gone away, and I guess that is the best way to explain it 
to someone so young. He just wanted to play. I did not 
realize that he did not understand what had happened. I 
started to pick things up and throw them at him, just 
barely missing him. My father entered the room quick-
ly, and Ellen was right behind him.   

 I was in a frenzy, throwing anything close to me at 
the door where my cousin had previously been standing. 

My father realized that it was time for a talk. I used to 
keep a diary back then, and I remember clearly those 
words that I wrote in it on that day: 

          July 27, 1978 ‑‑ TODAY IS THE WORST DAY 
OF MY LIFE!!! TODAY IS THE DAY THAT MY 
MOTHER DIED!!! 

 My father tried so hard to comfort my sister and me. 
He had told us that she was better off this way. She had 
been sick for so long and suffering the whole time.   

 It is hard to comfort a ten-year-old child that has 
just lost his mother and never had the chance to really 
get to know her. I did not even get the chance to say 
goodbye. That hurt more than I could ever try to ex-
plain. I felt like I was responsible. I had thought that if I 
was really good that I would get the opportunity to see 
her, at least in the hospital. I was wrong. 

 The following year my father was remarried—July 
21, 1979. I now had a new older brother and a new 
younger sister. This was a very big change for all of us. 
We were now a large family with a great deal of pain 
from both sides. In May of 1978, my stepmother had 
lost her husband due to a heart attack at a very young 
age. There were many new things that all of us had to 
deal with, and I guess we each did so in our own way. 
As far as emotionally coping, I can only speak for my-
self. 

 I can remember times late at night, crying out to 
God, asking why this had to happen. I did not under-
stand. It was difficult for me, and I can remember times 
when I would get violently angry at other children at 
summer camp because they made jokes about people's 
mothers. My mother! I would black out and not remem-
ber the fights themselves but only the aftermath. The 
same thing started to happen at school when people 
made mother jokes at me. This became quite a problem. 
My father took me for counseling. I guess it helped. It 
got it out of my mind.  

 I continued to grow as most children do, finding 
ways to fit in at school. Of course, to be "cool" you had 
to drink and smoke and try to be an adult. This was 
easy. My brother was a senior in high school when I 
was a freshman. He would have parties with his friends 
on the back porch. Jay always tried to look out for me, 
but I think that it might have been too much for him to 
handle. When he went off to college, my stepbrother 
became a senior. We would have big parties when Jay 
came home from college and my parents were out of 
the house. 

 After my sophomore year of high school, I had an 
opportunity to travel to California with a group of peo-
ple my age. We flew out to Denver, 

Continued on page 7 



  

Sunday 
School  
begins  

at 9:30 a.m. 

Adult Sunday School Report -  
 
Jess Whetsel:  
As we continue our study in the book of Philippians - the second half of Chapter 
3 - Paul expresses his desire to know Christ in a deeper way. His love for his 
Savior and his desire to obey and pursue holiness is an example for all of us 
today. As Paul presses on to be conformed to the image of God, He leaves us 
with that same challenge. 
 
Cornel Rasor: 
We are working through 2 Corinthians, Chapter 4.   

“He will cover you with His feathers, 

and under His wings you will find refuge; 
His faithfulness will be your shield and rampart.”     Psalm 91:4 

 
Praise: 
1.  After many miles, many hours, and multiple stops, we have made it to our 
home in Wamena!  All our luggage made it as well! Thanks so much for praying! 
2. We just found out a few hours ago that CHRIS PASSED HIS MAINTENANCE 
EXAM!!   
3.Our jet lag is passing and we are feeling a bit more like ourselves again. 
4.Our house is in great condition and our team here welcomed us with love and 
lots of yummy food. It was great to get to see our yard guy again! 
  
Prayer: 
1. Please pray as we settle in and Ben starts school August 20; and Sarah will begin homeschooling that same day. 
2. Pray for me as I guide Sarah through 8th grade! 
3. Pray for Chris as he gets caught up on the maintenance needs here. 
4. Our water in our rain tank is not tasting great. We can use it for bathing, but it tastes like dirt right now. Pray we could get 
it figured out. 
5. Please pray for us that we would accept His grace and give it as liberally as God does to us. Pray for a renewed love for 
Him and for His desire to be known. 
  
It was so good to get to see many of you! Thank you for being a part of 
this journey and a part of what God is doing here in Indonesia.  
  
He remains Faithful and True, 
Debbie for us all 



 >>>Garden of Readin’ 

 Women’s Ministry <<< 

 
 

 
>>>Cocolalla Lake Bible Camp  

Fall Men’s Retreat - Sept. 28-29 
One goal of this retreat is to provide you with “down time” where you can slow 
down and enjoy some free time.  
Cocolalla Lake Bible Camp has many activities to enjoy. You will 
also have opportunities for fellowship and visiting with others 

during this free time. 
 

Time: Check-in at 5:00 p.m., ends 3:00 p.m. 
For: Men 13 and up 

Please visit the camp website at www.clbcamp.org for more details. 

Please contact Jenny Leo (208-610-2520) about donations or any library-related matter. 

The Oxford Illustrated History of Christianity 

edited by John McManners 

This weighty tome is a helpful resource for older teens studying Christian history or adults teach-

ing about it. Published in 1992 by Oxford University Press, it spans history from the early Chris-

tians to the late 20th century, including the Crusades, the Enlightenment, 19th-century missions, 

and more. Filled with maps, color photos, and illustrations. (Note that topics are approached from 

scholarly, not theological, perspectives.) 

 

 

 Evening Bible Study - 9/6 
Thursdays at 6:30 p.m. 
At the home of Barbara Juneau 
 67 Ponder Point Ln., Sandpoint 

Teacher:  Lisa Slippy 
Studying the Sermon on the 

LADIES’ BIBLE STUDIES  
STARTING IN SEPTEMBER 

Morning Bible Study - 9/11 
Tuesdays at 9:00 a.m. 
At the home of Diane Carlson 
 209 Heath Lake Rd., Sagle 

Teacher:  Lori Wood 
Studying the book of James 

Sign up NOW at the Welcome Table! 

Women’s Fellowship Brunch and Kitchen Shower 
Saturday, Sept. 15, 9:30 a.m.,  at the church 

 

With the new facility being completed, we are seeing an influx of new-
comers to our church family. This is an opportunity to get to know one 
another! There will be a brunch style meal, short devotional, and ample 
time to visit. There is also an optional “shower” for our new church 
kitchen. Many items are needed to furnish this wonderful space. A wish 
list is available at the Welcome Table. Please let Marcia Whetsel know 
what you are bringing, or sign up for that item on the bulletin board 

between the men’s and women’s bathrooms. Cash donations will go toward larger items like an island sink, 
shelving, etc. 

Baby Shower! 
For Jenna Hardman and baby boy 

Saturday, Sept. 29, 1:00 p.m. 
At the church 

STAMP CAMP - September 14-15, 2018 
Stamp, stamp, stamp till you cramp! 
Bring your supplies, your enthusiasm and your friends! 
We will have workshops to teach us new techniques, a 
great speaker, and lots of time for stamping! 

Door prizes! Fun! Fellowship!  SEE YOU THERE! 

 
Time: Register at 4:00 p.m. Friday, Ends 8:00 p.m. Saturday 
For: Ladies age 13 and up 

Some needs include: 
winter boy clothes 3-6 

months, diapers size 1&2, 

burp cloths, car seat.  
Jenna also has a baby 
registry on Amazon.com. 



 
 
 

 

 

Student Ministries <<< 

>>>Kootenai Thunder 

For the most current information, please check our website and Facebook page.   
kootenaithunder.com 

ANNOUNCING THIS YEAR’S COACHES 
Soccer:  Tyler Favor and Johnny Soderberg 
Varsity Vball: Tracy Jensen and Nikki Favor 
JV Vball: Ryan Beck, Madisen McArthur, and Veronica Glenn 
Junior Vball: Taryn Osman and Tammie Shields 

September Dates! 
5  Girls’ Bible Study @ Anna’s, 7:30-9 p.m. 

12  Youth Group @ Cowells’, 7-9 p.m. 

15  Youth Event @ Mitzels’ 

19  Girls’ Bible Study @ Anna’s, 7:30-9 p.m. 

26 Youth Group @ Juneaus, 7-9 p.m. 

Youth Event at the Mitzels’!! 
 

Please come out to the Mitzels’ on September 15 
for hot dogs and fellowship! The Mitzel family will 
provide the hot dogs if everyone could please bring 
a side to share. Look for more information in the 

September Student Ministries Newsletter! 

CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS - SMS Alerts 
 

KCC is setting up a text messaging system that will allow the heads of households to 
register to receive last-minute announcements via text messages (SMS) on their 
phone. For example, if church services are cancelled due to snow, we will send a mes-
sage directly to your phone. All we will need is for you to fill out a simple form on our 
website. 
 

To save money, please do not sign up more than one person per household as they can communi-
cate the message to others as needed. In addition, we will always try to inform everyone via email or our 
Facebook page of any announcements. Please allow us up to 3 weeks to get your information into the 
database.  

ATTENTION: Girls’ Bible Study has moved nights! It will now be 

hosted on Wednesday nights at Anna Bottcher’s house. Taryn will 

continue her study through I Corinthians. See you there! 

THUNDER FALL SPORTS BEGAN 8/20 
 

Offering Volleyball and Soccer to 
Homeschooled Kids in Grades 7-12 

 

Volleyball practice and games are at Cocollala Bible 
Camp. Soccer practice and games are at Centennial 
Field in Sandpoint. Schedule is posted online. To reg-
ister call Tracy Jensen.   

Thunder will begin selling 
donuts on September 10. 
Delivery will take place 
on September 28. Contact 
a player to take part in 
this TASTY fundraiser! 

https://kootenaichurch.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2243d17d01c1cc58b5a3fd02d&id=70b0d5418d&e=89cdc436bb
https://kootenaichurch.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2243d17d01c1cc58b5a3fd02d&id=70b0d5418d&e=89cdc436bb


 

>>>Building Update 

>>>Kootenai Classifieds  

Place your ad here next month!  Email the details to  
lisaslippy@gmail.com 

Ads due by the 15th of the month  
prior to the publishing month. 

Church News <<< 

NURSERY MINISTRY 
If you would like to be 
involved in the nursery 
during worship service 
about once every 6 
weeks, please contact 
Kris Bryan at 208-495-
4098. 

MEAL MINISTRY 
Our church is a body, and we help 
one another as needs arise. One 
practical way we do this is through 

the Meal Ministry. Andrea Kinne organizes 
meals to be delivered for new mothers, for 
those who have had surgery, and others in 
need. Please call her at 208-265-0102. 

 

Andrew Rappaport  
Striving for Eternity Ministries  

October 12-13 
 
The registration for the fall conference featuring Andrew Rappaport is now open! You can go to the church website and register there. 
On the information page you will see the schedule for the weekend as well as a brief description of the session content.  
The cost of registration includes snacks on Friday night, lunch and refreshments on Saturday, as well as a copy of Andrew’s book, What 
Do They Believe?  
 

This conference will be of tremendous benefit to our church body as Andrew equips us for personal evangelism. If you know of someone 
outside our own church body who would benefit from attending, please feel free to invite them! This is not just for those who call Koote-
nai Community Church home. 
 

If you would be willing to host some who will be traveling long distances, please let Pastor Jim 
Osman know.  

Single registration: $40 

Couple/Family: $60 

These prices are good until September 15. 

Firewood  
Call John Kinne (208) 290-4359 

Chemical-Free PEARS 
Available end of August-September 

Bartlett Pears - $25/30 lb. box or $1/lb. 
Call Andrea Kinne (208) 265-0102 

We continue to make small improvements on our building. Jeff Miller did some 
more finish work in the nursery, setting a sink and building some shelves. Jeff also 
built a cabinet for the double oven in the kitchen and installed that as well. Nick 
Rasor will plumb the the nursery sink. We dug a trench for the gas line to hook up 
the furnaces (winter is coming!) so we can have heat when it is needed. Matt 
McArthur and High Mark Heating and Cooling will get those hooked up soon. 
Dave Lynch has been working on small electrical projects as time allows. 
  
The next big project is the remainder of the parking lot. Peter Hammond is going 
to be starting on the excavation work for that. Lord willing, by the time you read 
this, you will see some noticeable progress on the remainder of the parking lot. 

 

UPCOMING  
CONFERENCES 

 
 Fall Conference 2018 

October 12-13 
Andrew Rappaport 

 
Women’s Retreat 2019 

April 26-27 
Susan Heck 

 
Spring Conference 2019 

May 17-18 
TBA 



 Again, I do not remember all that we talked about 
on those steps in front of the ice cream shop, but what I 
can remember is that I realized at that time, for the first 
time, that I was a sinner. I knew that I was destined for 
hell if something did not change. I understood that Je-
sus' death paid for my sins and that His resurrection 
proved His message and that He was God. I remember 
Chuck leading me in prayer, asking Jesus to forgive me 
of my sins.   

 For the first time in my life, I could say that I was 
able to really come to grips with the death of my moth-
er. Six years had passed by before I could deal with her 
death. I am not sure where she is now, but I unfortu-
nately have no reason to believe that she is in heaven. 

 The reason I say this is because of the fact that Je-
sus' resurrection did vindicate His message completely. 
Jesus said, "I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one 
comes to the Father except through Me" (John 14:6). 
One must believe that Jesus is Who He said He is to 
obtain everlasting life. Jesus said, "He who believes in 
Me has everlasting life" (John 6:47). Many people who 
have been raised knowing the life of Jesus know His 
famous words in John 3:16. But to a Jew on those steps 
in 1984, it was the first time that I heard it: "God so 
loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son that 
whosoever believes in Him should not perish but have 
everlasting life." 

 If you do not know Jesus as your personal Lord and 
Savior, then you must realize that "now is the accepted 
time; behold, now is the day of salvation" (2 Corinthi-
ans 6:2). You must understand that in the eyes of man, 
you may seem righteous, but in the eyes of God, "all 
have sinned and fall short of the glory of God" (Romans 
3:23). God's Word, the Bible, teaches us that "the wages 
of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in 
Christ Jesus our Lord" (Romans 6:23). Recognize your 
sinfulness and need for salvation through Jesus, the 
Christ. God loved you, a sinner, enough to come down 
from Heaven to die for you on the cross. Do you know 
of anyone that has ever loved you like that? NO! Only 
God can have love for you like that, and so, recognize 
the work that He alone did for you at the cross. Repent 
of your sins and turn to Jesus as God who paid the price 
for your sins and rose on the third day to rule in Heav-
en. 

  

 Currently I feel called to the ministry of being a 
fulltime pastor/teacher. I have a desire to teach and ex-
plain the Word of God to others. I long to see Christians 
understand the Lord and develop an ever-growing rela-
tionship with Him at new levels. I study my Bible to 
teach others in both one-on-one and group settings. I 
want them to know Whom they 

Continued on page 8 

Colorado, and then took a bus in a circle down to Mexi-
co, up to Canada, and back to Denver. I had become 
friendly with the bus driver. His name was Chuck. We 
had traveled for several weeks and seen many great 
sights, and I thought that I was at the top of everything, 
as if nothing could ever go wrong. That was soon to 
change. 

 On July 21, 1984, we were in San Diego, California.  
A few days before, we had found out that we had all 
missed a maniac who had killed many people in a 
McDonald’s that we had left only half an hour before he 
started shooting and killing many people.   

 Death was once again on my mind. As we ate at a 
Chinese restaurant, I am not sure if Chuck noticed my 
concern or not, but I had noticed that Chuck was always 
talking about God. He and I had started a conversation 
over the fortune in a fortune cookie. I do not remember 
what the fortune said or, for that matter, much of the con-
versation. I do remember that we had talked for a while; 
long enough to get to an ice cream shop outside of China-
town.   

 The conversation must have lasted for about half an 
hour to an hour. We talked about a Man that I had never 
heard of before. Chuck had explained that this Man had 
loved him very much. This Man loved him so much that 
He was willing to pay the price for things that Chuck had 
done wrong. Chuck told me that this Man was God in 
human form and His name was Jesus, the Christ. I had 
been raised Jewish and had never heard this story before-
-or was it a story? When we finally got some ice cream, 
we were sitting on the front steps of the ice cream shop. I 
do remember telling him that it was nice that he had a 
nice story to believe in, but I would only believe in facts.   

 Then Chuck made a comment to me that would have 
normally enraged me; yet this time, I was extremely 
calm. Chuck challenged me in a way that no one had ever 
done before or since. Chuck asked a bold, clear, blunt 
question: "What if your mother had died just so that you 
would be here right now? Would it not be a shame if your 
mother died so that you could hear this message, and you 
let her die in vain?" The words kept ringing in my ear: 
"DO NOT LET HER DEATH BE IN VAIN!!!"  This is 
what I needed to question Chuck more about: this 
God‑Man named Jesus. Chuck proceeded to tell me about 
Jesus’ death for my sins. 

 I am a logical person, and so was Chuck. He started 
to show me in the Bible the prophecies and explain their 
fulfillments. I realized that it would be statistically im-
possible for anyone, no matter how hard they tried, to 
fake all of the Scriptures. Chuck’s talk of the resurrection 
only proved that Jesus was God, and that it all could not 
be explained any other way (and I tried!).   



Kootenai Community Church 
P.O. Box 593 
Kootenai, ID 83840 
 
208-255-5668 
kcc@nctv.com 
www.kootenaichurch.org 

serve. 

 Striving to make today an eternal day for the glory 
of God, 

Andrew R. Rappaport 

Galatians 2:20 I have been crucified with Christ; and it 
is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; 
and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith 
in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself up 
for me.  

You will not regret taking the time to attend the 
Fall Conference. I hope you are planning to join 
us! 

Without Wax –  

Continued from page 7 

For every house is 
built by someone, 
but the builder of 
all things is God. 

Hebrews 3:4 


