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The Provision for the Righteous
Pt. 1 - Psalm 73:21-28
By Jim Osman
Pastor/Teacher

Psalm 73:21-28
When my heart was embittered
And I was pierced within,
Then I was senseless and ignorant;
I was like a beast before You.
Nevertheless I am continually with You;
You have taken hold of my right hand.
With Your counsel You will guide me,
And afterward receive me to glory.
Whom have I in heaven but You?
And besides You, I desire nothing on earth.
My flesh and my heart may fail,
But God is the strength of my heart
and my portion forever.
For, behold, those who are far from You will perish;
You have destroyed all those who
are unfaithful to You.
But as for me, the nearness of God is my good;
I have made the Lord God my refuge,
That I may tell of all Your works.
What a change has come in the second half of this psalm!
Asaph has moved from envying the wicked to pitying them.
He has seen that since the afflictions of the righteous end in
peace, we are truly happy and blessed, for we are forever
happy and blessed. Further, the prosperity of the wicked
ends in destruction and misery; therefore, they are truly miserable, for they are eternally miserable.
Would you envy the ox that is being fattened for the
slaughter? You may observe his easy life, the comforts of his
stall, and his constant provision. The ox eats his fill of the
finest grain every day. He lays around his pen while others
work to provide his food and clean up his mess. Continually
relaxing, he lives with never a worry in the world. Do you envy him? Knowing the end of the ox, he should be the object

of your pity and not your envy. We ought never to envy that
which God despises.
An eternal perspective reveals to us that the wicked are
not the objects of God’s blessing, the righteous are. We
have been delivered from the wrath of God. We have been
delivered from eternal destruction. God is good to His people, for He has rescued them from the “slippery place” of
the wicked. The righteous are not cast down in a moment
to destruction. Death does not bring the beginning of eternal misery for those who belong to God through faith in
Christ, but eternal joy and pleasures forevermore (Psalm
16:11).
An eternal perspective also reveals that the righteous
are not cursed by God in this life. The afflictions of this life
bring us to eternal glory. The chastening of this life is for
those whom God loves (Hebrews 12:4-11). It is the wicked
who are cursed by God through the wealth that He uses to
blind them and eventually destroy them.
That God gives these earthly treasures to His enemies
should tell us something of the true value of riches. If financial prosperity were truly the blessing that we often think,
God would not give so much of it to those who have the
least of His love. God has reserved those things which are
of worth for His elect. Romans 8:32: “He who did not spare
His own Son, but delivered Him over for us all, how will He
not also with Him freely give us all
things?” The fact that prosperity is
given to the wicked by the hand of
God speaks volumes about the nature of these riches. Their value is
only for this life. Those things which
are of eternal worth, infinite and lasting value, are reserved for those
who are His. God is good to those
who are pure in heart. He gives to
His elect everything of value. He
gives prosperity to the rest.
The Temporal Versus the Eternal
The rest of this psalm—verses 21
-28—focuses on the blessings and
benefits that accrue to the righteous.
Continued on page 2

The first half of this psalm spends ten verses describing
the prosperity of the wicked from an earthly perspective (vv.
3-10). Very little is said about the righteous. Only two verses
speak of the righteous. Those two verses are negative in
tone, questioning the advantage of righteous living. We have
seen that the second half of this psalm is very different.
There are only three verses about the wicked, and they describe their destruction. By contrast, there are eight verses
that describe the blessings of the righteous. Verse 27 does
speak of those who will perish, but even that is intended to
emphasize the blessings given to the righteous.
Asaph does not offer us a comprehensive list of the blessings promised to the righteous. That is not his intent. Instead,
he describes those blessings which are of eternal significance. Asaph is contrasting the fleeting nature of prosperity
with the eternal nature of the blessings the righteous enjoy.
The first half of the psalm contrasts the righteous and the
wicked in this life. The second half contrasts the righteous
and the wicked in the next. Verses 21-28 focus on the end—
eternal joy—of the righteous.
We can examine these numerous grand benefits under
three headings: the grace of God in forgiveness (vv. 21-22),
the guidance of God to glory (vv. 23-24), and the goodness
of God for eternity (vv. 25-28).
Grace of God in Forgiveness
Psalm 73:21–22
When my heart was embittered
And I was pierced within,
Then I was senseless and ignorant;
I was like a beast before You.
These are words of contrition and confession. Asaph is
describing the time he spent in his sinful thinking regarding
the wicked. Asaph’s sin is described in verse 3: “For I was
envious of the arrogant as I saw the prosperity of the wicked.” He looked upon the riches of the wicked and he envied
their possessions. He wished he could enjoy those riches, for
he mistakenly assumed them to be tokens of God’s blessing.
As we have seen, this perspective was entirely wrong. His
envy was sinful.
Asaph described the blasphemous conclusion he had
reached in verses 13-14: “Surely in vain I have kept my heart
pure and washed my hands in innocence; for I have been
stricken all day long and chastened every morning.” Asaph
found himself entertaining in his mind falsehoods regarding
God’s nature, His blessings, and His goodness.
This stinking thinking caused Asaph tremendous spiritual
and emotional suffering. He was embittered and pierced in
his innermost being. Such thinking may seem reasonable
and rational to an unbeliever—one whose heart has not been
renewed by grace—but it could not be entertained in the
heart of a believer without serious spiritual angst.
The word translated “embittered” means “to be fermented,
sour, or leavened.”1 It is used here figuratively to describe
Asaph’s negative attitude. Though Asaph does not reveal the
object of his bitterness and sour attitude, we can surmise
some possibilities.
Envying the prosperity of the wicked can make one bitter
against God. Asaph wrongly assumed their prosperity to be a
token of God’s blessing. This soured his affections toward
God. Why would God bless the wicked? Why would God
pour out such rewards upon those who dishonor Him? Why
would He withhold such blessings from those who are His
chosen ones? Asaph wondered why God would not only

keep such blessings from him, but give them to those who
are entirely unworthy of them. This was surely a source of
bitterness.
Envying the prosperity of the wicked can make one bitter
against the wicked. We typically grow bitter against those we
envy. We covet their possessions and what we perceive as
their “blessings.” The more we fixate on the things we don’t
have but wish we did, the more we grow embittered and sour
against those who have them.
An embittered heart has the potential to defile not only
our own soul but many others as well. The author of Hebrews warned, “See to it that no one comes short of the
grace of God; that no root of bitterness springing up causes
trouble, and by it many be defiled” (Hebrews 12:15–16).
Asaph’s sinful thinking caused him pain deep in his soul.
He was “pierced within.” Sinful thoughts in the mind of a
good man are painful and grievous to him. Sinful thinking
sours the inner man. Spurgeon said, “We see how bitterly
good men bewail mental wanderings; they make no excuses
for themselves, but set their sins in the pillory, and cast the
vilest reproaches upon them. O for grace to detest the very
appearance of evil!”2
Asaph openly confessed that his sinful thinking was both
ignorant and senseless. This is the confession of a man who
is truly contrite over his sin. From the vantage point of the
sanctuary, Asaph saw the vanity and foolishness of his earlier thoughts. He likened it to the reasoning of a mere animal.
Animals give no thought to the future and evaluate their
circumstances in light of the present only. They are aware of
only those realities communicated to them through their five
senses. They judge all their happiness, contentment, and
satisfaction upon outward appearances and immediate experiences. So had Asaph. He had looked upon the prosperity of the wicked and observed their sin. He saw how they
lived and how they died. His entire evaluation of the wicked
and their prosperity had been no more perceptive than that
of a brute beast. Just as an animal might judge everything by
the sight of the eyes, so Asaph had judged everything merely by appearances.
Matthew Henry summarized Asaph’s statement this way:
Beasts mind present things only, and never look before at
what is to come; and so did I. If I had not been a great fool, I
should never have suffered such a senseless temptation to
prevail over me so far. What! to envy wicked men upon account of their prosperity! To be ready to wish myself one of
them, and to think of changing conditions with them! So foolish was I.3
Psalm 92:6–7
6 A senseless man has no knowledge,
Nor does a stupid man understand this:
7 That when the wicked sprouted up like grass
And all who did iniquity flourished,
It was only that they might be
destroyed forevermore.
That perfectly describes the sinful thinking of Asaph in
the first half of Psalm 73. He lacked the understanding that
the flourishing of the wicked was only temporary and resulted in their everlasting destruction. In the words of Psalm 92,
it is the “senseless man” and “stupid man” who does not understand this.
By the grace of God, Asaph was rescued from his foolish
thinking, sour heart, and spiritual anguish. God allowed him
to see the end of the wicked and the end of the righteous. In
His grace, God granted repentance to Asaph.4 Asaph found
forgiveness for the sin he confessed.
Continued on page 7

10th-Young Adult Class - Dave Rich, Ed Barba
Sunday
School
begins
at 9:30 a.m.

Have you ever marveled at how the One through whom all things were created could live on this earth as a helpless child? Have you
been perplexed at how the sovereign God of the universe could be tired, thirsty, and hungry? Have you considered how the God of wisdom and knowledge could learn obedience and grow in wisdom? It is absolutely essential to our eternity that this Jesus is both fully God
and fully man. Christianity is Christ, and a proper understanding of the Christian faith must include this essential understanding of the
person and work of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. The youth Sunday School class is on Lesson 46 in a series of about
68 lessons on Systematic Theology. We recently completed Biblical Anthropology and examined man as image-bearer
and man as sinner. We are now in a series planned for eight lessons on Christology - the study of God the Son. We have
examined Christ as the center of Christianity, the deity of Christ, and the humanity of Christ. We are now putting those
truths together as we study the hypostatic union - the union of the human and divine natures in the man who is God, the
one mediator between God and man, the man Jesus Christ. We will then examine the offices of Christ (prophet, priest,
and king) and the work of Christ. After that, we'll take a little detour into Christological heresies as a way to refine our own
biblical understanding of our Lord Jesus Christ. What's after that? You'll have to wait for the next newsletter if you're not
in the class. If you're not but you'd like to be, we meet in the room behind Jim's office.

Greetings!
“The Rock, His work is perfect, for all His ways are justice.
A God of faithfulness and without iniquity, just and upright is He.” Deut. 32:4

After MANY years as missionaries, Dave (for 42 years!) and Lois (for 41 years!) have officially retired! They sure are leaving a
legacy, and it will be difficult for all of us to see them go! Some last minute goodbyes and a going-away party allowed us to celebrate a
little bit of what our merciful God has done in and through them in so many lives here in Santa Úrsula!
We are transitioning to life in Spokane, reconnecting with our children and grandchildren, and once we get settled into our home, we
will begin reconnecting with friends in the Spokane area. Last night we began a Belch family reunion which brings all five of us siblings together, plus our spouses, plus some of our children and grandchildren. Our son Bradley and daughter-in-law Lori are graciously
hosting the reunion at their home.
Great news was just received this morning from Venezuela with the granting of the visa by the Spanish government for David Crespo. The same should follow this week for his wife Moraima and two daughters (Debora and Dana). I will be in discussion with David
to determine a process for their transition from Venezuela to Tenerife, to then join the elder team in the Santa Ursula church in a full
time capacity. We hope that within a month the Crespos can make the journey.
UPDATE: David cannot travel yet because the visas for his wife (Moraima) and two daughters (Debora and Dana), not only weren’t
approved, but in fact were denied. The governing authorities of Spain deemed that they did not have adequate financial resources to
support themselves... which technically is true... if they are entering on their own. The CONFIDENT NEWS is that our faith is "not in
chariots and horses...that is in human resources," but in "the name of the LORD, our God." After seeking legal advice and after praying, we have all opted for the Crespos to present an appeal via the Spain consulate in Caracas with a letter from Moraima explaining
that her husband has adequate resources to support the family, a letter from the Tenerife church explaining that the church will be totally responsible financially for the entire family and with full medical coverage, and a copy of the work contract between the Tenerife
church and David to verify the economic well-being of David.
Technically, all of this does not compute the total amount that
the Spain government indicates is necessary financially. But
herein comes our CONFIDENCE... not in chariots but in the
Creator God who SOVEREIGNLY rules over the nations. We
rest in His good will! And we call upon you to PRAY for His
good will to be accomplished!
Lois and I are grateful for those who have indicated a willingness to continue with our support for a while given that TEAM
allows us to receive a retirement assistance if funds are available.
Please pray with us as I help the Crespos with the transition process. I have permission from the Santa Ursula elder team to
communicate with David throughout the summer to help him
get up to speed on his pastoral responsibilities.
Grateful to the Lord for His abundant mercies,
David and Lois

>>>Garden of Readin’
What if God Wrote Your To-Do List?
52 Ways to Make the Most of Every Day
by Jay Payleitner

This slim book is a quick primer on time management with a focus on God’s priorities, not just our own.
Some tips are common sense (make your bed; pause before posting) and others are more thoughtprovoking (accept the second chance; plan your escape route from temptation). In an era when “busy” is
worn like a badge of honor, the author reminds us to make sure we’re busy with the right things. Might be
especially useful for young adults preparing to leave the nest.
Please contact Jenny Leo (208-610-2520) about donations or any library-related matter.

Women’s Ministry <<<
LADIES’ BIBLE STUDIES
STARTING IN SEPTEMBER

Bridal Shower
for Hannah George

Morning Bible Study begins 9/11
Tuesdays at 9:00 a.m.
At the home of Diane Carlson

August 18, 2:00 p.m.
at the church

Teacher: Lori Wood
Studying the book of James

~bride of Taylor Jensen~

209 Heath Lake Rd., Sagle

Couple is registered at Bed Bath & Beyond

Evening Bible Study begins 9/6
Thursdays at 6:30 p.m.
At the home of Barbara Juneau
67 Ponder Point Ln., Sandpoint

Teacher: Lisa Slippy
Studying the Sermon on the Mt.

TO REGISTER FOR EITHER STUDY, SEE MARCIA WHETSEL

Women’s Fellowship Brunch and Kitchen Shower

Saturday, Sept. 15, 9:30 a.m.
at the church
With the new facility being completed, we are seeing an influx of newcomers to our church family. This is an opportunity
to get to know one another! There will be a brunch-style meal, short devotional, and ample time to visit. There is also an
optional “shower” for our new church kitchen. Many items are needed to furnish this wonderful space. A wish list will be
available on Amazon. Watch the bulletin for details and a link to that list. Cash donations will go towards larger items
like an island sink, wire shelving, etc.

>>>Cocolalla Lake Bible Camp
Please visit the camp website at www.clbcamp.org for more details.

August Summer Camps

7-11 Teen Backpacking Trip
17-19 Family Camp
23-26 Intermediate Teen Backpacking Trip

We are a year-round camp and retreat center for
children and adults, devoted to preaching the Gospel of Christ to people of all ages and to making
disciples of Jesus Christ.
This is accomplished through scheduled Bible
lessons and intentional personal interactions with
men and women, boys and girls.

Student Ministries <<<
But the Lord is faithful, and He will
strengthen and protect you from the
evil one. 2 Thess. 3:3

Milkshake Day!
@ Serv-A-Burger
When: August 22, 6 p.m.
Where: Serv-A-Burger on
5th Avenue
Come welcome new students to the youth group
and kick off the 2018-2019
school year!

>>>Kootenai Thunder
kootenaithunder.com

For the most current information, please check our website and Facebook page.

Soccer and volleyball will begin August 20. Please check the
calendar for the schedule and also Facebook for any updates.
To sign up, give Tracy Jensen a call/text/email.
SCHOLARSHIP
DONATIONS
We have started a scholarship
fund for families that are unable
to afford the player fee. If you
would like to donate specifically
to that, contact Diedre Osman.

FREQUENTLY ASKED
QUESTIONS
Q: When are the games?
A: Check the calendar found on the
web page at
www.kootenaithunder.com
Q: What special events are coming up?
A: Follow Kootenai Thunder on Facebook!

CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS - SMS Alerts
KCC is setting up a text messaging system that will allow the heads of households to register
to receive last-minute announcements via text messages (SMS) on their phones. For example,
if church services are cancelled due to snow, we will send a message directly to your phone.
All we will need is for you to fill out a simple form on our website.
To save money, please do not sign up more than one person per household as they can communicate the
message to others as needed. In addition, we will always try to inform everyone via email or our Facebook page
of any announcements. Please allow us up to 3 weeks to get your information into the database.

>>>Building Update



We are still waiting for a proposal for the remainder of the parking lot. It is certainly
our intention to have that done before fall.
Pat Bradshaw and Jess Whetsel finished the cabinets in the nursery and they look
FANTASTIC. Jeff Miller has completed the countertops in the nursery.



Someone donated a double oven for the kitchen and we hope to have that installed
in the next couple of weeks.
It is so encouraging to see how God has gifted so many in our own church body for the
work that still needs to be done on the church building.
There is an opportunity for you to continue to support the building project. Amazon.com
has a wish list for items needed by the church. Please consider shopping for a few of
these items.
This is the link to the list: http://a.co/aZXxXpl

Church News <<<
Andrew Rappaport
Striving for Eternity Ministries
October 12-13

Calling all Knights and
Maidens to...

Vacation
Bible School
August 13-17
At 6:00 p.m.

The registration for the fall conference featuring
Andrew Rappaport is now open! You can go to the
church website and register there. On the information page you will see the schedule for the
weekend as well as a brief description of the session content.
The cost of registration includes snacks on Friday
night, lunch and refreshments on Saturday, as well
as a copy of Andrew’s book, “What Do They Be-

For kids age 4 to
6th grade
Includes solid Bible
teaching, games, prizes,
snacks
Friday Family
Extravaganza: drama
presentation, hotdogs,
chips and more!

lieve?”

Single registration: $40
Couple/Family: $60
These prices are good until September 15.

If you are interested in helping with this
event in any way, please contact
Jenny Stevens or Katie Moon.

>>>Kootenai Classifieds
Firewood
Call John Kinne (208) 290-4359
Chemical Free PEARS
Available end of August-September
Bartlett Pears - $25/30 lb. box or $1/lb.
Call Andrea Kinne (208) 265-0102
Place your ad here next month! EMAIL the details to
lisaslippy@gmail.com
Ads due the 15th of the month prior to the publishing month

This month’s feature
article is the first half
of Chapter 8 from
the book, The Prosperity of the Wicked,
a Study of Psalm 73.
It was written by Jim
Osman and is available for purchase at the Welcome Table.

This conference will be of tremendous benefit to our
church body as Andrew equips us for personal evangelism.
If you know of someone outside our own church body who
would benefit from attending, please feel free to invite
them! This is not just for those who call Kootenai Community Church home.
If you would be willing to host some who will be traveling
long distances, please let Pastor Jim Osman know.

He had every confidence that God would receive him to glory
(v. 24).
The Guidance of God to Glory
Psalm 73:23–24
Nevertheless I am continually with You;
You have taken hold of my right hand.
With Your counsel You will guide me,
And afterward receive me to glory.
Asaph had keenly felt his spiritual danger. He knew that his
feet were “close to stumbling.” He had “almost slipped.” Once
rescued from his embittered heart and spiritual anguish, he
credited God with his spiritual preservation. In spite of his sinful and brutish thinking, Asaph was kept from spiritual apostasy by nothing less than the preserving grace of God. Though
his feet came close to slipping, they never fully slipped.
Though he looked into the abyss of apostasy, the Lord preserved him from falling headlong to utter spiritual ruin. This is
the keeping work of a God Who saves fully all who trust in
Him.
He was confident of God’s presence. Even while in his spiritual angst, with his feet near to apostasy, God’s presence
abided with him still. Asaph may not have felt God’s presence
in the midst of his spiritual trouble. He may have felt embittered and estranged from the very God he worshiped and
served. God’s presence was with him still. God does not abandon His people to spiritual ruin. He never will (Hebrews 13:5).
Asaph did not have himself to credit for God’s presence. It was
God who took hold of Asaph, not the other way around. “You
have taken hold of my right hand.” It is only on this side of his
spiritual crisis that Asaph realized the presence of God and
knew the goodness of that presence.
Calvin wonderfully described this keeping presence of God
by distinguishing between our perception of His presence and
the reality of that presence even when we are ignorant of it. He
writes:
Men are said to be with God in two ways; either, first, in
respect of apprehension and thought, when they are persuaded that they live in His presence, are governed by His
hand, and sustained by His power; or, secondly, when
God, unperceived by them, puts upon them a bridle, by
which, when they go astray, He secretly restrains them,
and prevents them from totally apostatising from Him.
When a man therefore imagines that God exercises no
care about him, he is not with God, as to his own feelings
or apprehension; but still that man, if he is not forsaken,
abides with God, inasmuch as God’s secret or hidden
grace continues with him. In short, God is always near His
chosen ones; for although they sometimes turned their
backs upon Him, He nevertheless has always His fatherly
eye turned towards them.5

tains the righteous.”
Though the righteous will certainly stumble and fall, God
has secured them in the grip of His loving hand. Psalm 37:24
says, “When he falls, he will not be hurled headlong, because the Lord is the One who holds his hand.” Psalm 63:8
says, “My soul clings to You; Your right hand upholds me.”
The same promise was intended to be an encouragement
to the nation of Israel in Isaiah 41:10 and 13:
10 Do not fear, for I am with you;
Do not anxiously look about you,
for I am your God.
I will strengthen you, surely I will help you,
Surely I will uphold you with My righteous
right hand.
13 For I am the Lord your God,
who upholds your right hand,
Who says to you, “Do not fear, I will help you.”
Jesus used the same imagery of the power of God’s hand
in holding His elect in John 10. Concerning the sheep that
the Father had given to Him in eternity past, Jesus said:
My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they
follow Me; and I give eternal life to them, and they
will never perish; and no one will snatch them out of
My hand. My Father, who has given them to Me, is
greater than all; and no one is able to snatch them
out of the Father’s hand. I and the Father are one.
(John 10:27-30)
Jesus promised that He would save all those whom the
Father gave to Him and raise them up on the last day (John
6:37-44).6 Not a single one of His sheep shall be lost. God
has not only reserved Heaven for us, but He preserves us for
Heaven.
1 Peter 1:3–5 says our inheritance is reserved in Heaven
and we are being kept by the power of God in order that we
not fail to receive the inheritance that Christ has purposed in
our salvation.
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, who according to His great mercy has caused
us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to obtain an
inheritance which is imperishable and undefiled and
will not fade away, reserved in heaven for you, who
are protected by the power of God through faith for a
salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. (1
Peter 1:3-5)

According to God’s counsel, He guides His elect through
this life amidst the spiritual perils, dangerous times, potential
apostasies, Satan’s attacks, and even their own doubts, and
Asaph was thankful for the restraining and sustaining pres- brings them safely to glory. “And afterward receive me to
ence of God that kept him from falling forth into apostasy and glory” (v. 24).
open blasphemies. He knew God had taken him by his right
This is the end of the righteous. We shall enter into His
hand.
glory. Infinite glory. Eternal glory. We shall behold the glory
The imagery of God taking His child by the hand is a com- of God and see the Son, the Captain of our Salvation, in His
forting one. Those who have God at their right hand are said to glory, the glory He had with the Father before the world bebe secure. Psalm 16:8: “I have set the Lord continually before gan (John 17:5). The Great Shepherd of the Sheep shall
me; Because He is at my right hand, I will not be shaken.”
lead, feed, and protect His flock and bring them all safely to
Contrast God’s gracious grip on the hand of the righteous their eternal glory, the glory promised by God long ages ago
with his judgment on the arms of the wicked in Psalm 37:17: (Titus 1:2).
“For the arms of the wicked will be broken, but the Lord susContinued on page 8
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Continued from page 7
Psalm 49:15:
But God will redeem my soul from
the power of Sheol,
For He will receive me. Selah.
The wicked shall be forever cut off. Psalm 37:9, 22: “For
evildoers will be cut off, but those who wait for the Lord,
they will inherit the land.…For those blessed by Him will inherit the land, But those cursed by Him will be cut off.” God
shall never cut off the righteous. The Lord Jesus Christ will
never turn them away (John 6:37). As Jude said, “Now to
Him who is able to keep you from stumbling, and to make
you stand in the presence of His glory blameless with great
joy, to the only God our Savior, through Jesus Christ our
Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion and authority, before all
time and now and forever. Amen” (Jude 24–25).
He will receive us to glory! Who in their right mind would
want to trade places with the wicked?
1
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3
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4
See Acts 5:31; 11:18; and 2 Timothy 2:25. This does not in any way negate
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UPCOMING
CONFERENCES
Fall Conference 2018
October 12-13
Andrew Rappaport
Women’s Retreat 2019
April 26-27
Susan Heck
Spring Conference
2019
May 17-18
Costi Hinn

