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The Peril of the Wicked*
Psalm 73:18-20
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Psalm 73:18–20
Surely You set them in slippery places;
You cast them down to destruction.
How they are destroyed in a moment!
They are utterly swept away by sudden terrors!
Like a dream when one awakes,
O Lord, when aroused,
You will despise their form.
The stark contrast between the lives and eternity of the wicked
and the righteous is vividly portrayed in Jesus’ account of the rich
man and Lazarus1 in Luke 16. Here are the details as Jesus gave
them:
Now there was a rich man, and he habitually dressed in purple and fine linen, joyously living in splendor every day. And a
poor man named Lazarus was laid at his gate, covered with
sores, and longing to be fed with the crumbs which were falling
from the rich man’s table; besides, even the dogs were coming
and licking his sores. Now the poor man died and was carried
away by the angels to Abraham’s bosom; and the rich man also
died and was buried. In Hades he lifted up his eyes, being in
torment, and saw Abraham far away and Lazarus in his bosom.
And he cried out and said, “Father Abraham, have mercy on
me, and send Lazarus so that he may dip the tip of his finger in
water and cool off my tongue, for I am in agony in this flame.”
But Abraham said, “Child, remember that during your life you
received your good things, and likewise Lazarus bad things; but
now he is being comforted here, and you are in agony. And besides all this, between us and you there is a great chasm fixed,
so that those who wish to come over from here to you will not
be able, and that none may cross over from there to us.” And he
said, “Then I beg you, father, that you send him to my father’s
house - for I have five brothers - in order that he may warn
them, so that they will not also come to this place of torment.”

But Abraham said, “They have Moses and the Prophets; let
them hear them.” But he said, “No, father Abraham, but if
someone goes to them from the dead, they will repent!” But
he said to him, “If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, they will not be persuaded even if someone rises from the
dead.” (Luke 16:19–31)2
This account is strikingly similar to the details of Psalm 73.
The rich man lived a life of opulence and splendor. He enjoyed
his fine linen and the splendor of abundant provision. The rich
man had no mercy upon Lazarus who, in his affliction, ate the
crumbs that fell from the rich man’s table. The rich man, though
it was within his means, did nothing to alleviate the suffering of
poor Lazarus. When both men died, their fortunes were entirely
reversed. Righteous Lazarus, who spent his life in affliction and
suffering, went to his eternal reward. The rich man, who spent his
life in wealth and luxury, was in agony. In the story, Abraham
described this reversal in verse 25: “Child, remember that during
your life you received your good things, and likewise Lazarus
bad things; but now he is being comforted here, and you are in
agony.”
The earthly lives of these two men could not be more different. The eternal state of these two men could not be more different. The earthly life contrasted with the eternal state of each man
could not be more different.
We find the same reversal of fortunes in Psalm 73. The wicked, who live their life in opulence and luxury, are cast down to
utter and complete destruction in eternal judgment (vv. 18-20).
The righteous, who live under the afflictions and chastening of the Lord, are
brought to an eternal glory in the presence of a loving God (vv. 23-24). When
Asaph finally understood the “end” of
the wicked, he saw that their wealth was
not something to be envied at all, for it
was not the blessing of God upon them,
but rather the vehicle of their downfall
and judgment. Reflecting upon the end
of the wicked also made Asaph more
aware of the glorious end promised to
the righteous. We will look more at
God’s provision for the righteous in the
next chapter. Here we shall consider the
destruction and judgment of the prosperous wicked described in verses 18-20.
Continued on page 2

Judgment Isn’t Pretty
We don’t much like to talk about Hell these days. Even in
Christian churches, the doctrine is downplayed. I guess we should
not be surprised given that the doctrine of sin is avoided like politics at the annual Thanksgiving meal. Skinny-jean-wearing seekercentered pastors skip past any meaningful talk of sin with terms
like “mistakes,” “failures,” and “bad things.” The consequences for
sin, including the wrath of a holy God, are rarely proclaimed. Hell
is hesitantly mentioned, and only then described as if it weren’t one
of God’s best ideas.
Unlike most seeker-centered churches, the Scripture is unapologetic regarding its teaching about sin, the justice of God, and eternal hell. The descriptions of Hell are graphic, the warnings are
strong, and the teachings are clear.
The Old Testament revelation concerning the afterlife is not as
detailed and specific as what we find in the New Testament. The
Old Testament certainly teaches that there shall be a destruction of
the wicked and a glory for the righteous. We see this distinction
even in this very psalm that we are studying.
Likewise, details concerning the timing and nature of bodily
resurrection are much less clear in the Old Testament than in the
New. Job believed that though his skin would be destroyed, his
body would be raised (Job 19:23-27). David believed that he would
eventually be raised from the dead, and his expression of that belief
ended up being a prophetic utterance regarding the resurrection of
his greater Son, the Messiah (Psalm 16:10). Bodily resurrection is
also described in Isaiah 26:19 and Daniel 12:2. None of this compares to the clear and unambiguous teaching in the New Testament
regarding the eternal states of both the wicked and righteous and
the nature of resurrected bodies.
Jesus taught that both Heaven and Hell were eternal realities
(Matthew 25:46). Hell is described as “fiery Hell” and “eternal
fire” (Matthew 5:22; 18:19; 25:41). It is a place of “unquenchable
fire” into which bodies are cast (Mark 9:43; Matthew 5:29). In
short, Jesus taught that Hell is eternal conscious torment.
The epistles also contain some sobering language regarding the
eternal state of the damned. Consider Paul’s description in 2 Thessalonians 1:5-10:
This is a plain indication of God’s righteous judgment so
that you will be considered worthy of the kingdom of God,
for which indeed you are suffering. For after all it is only
just for God to repay with affliction those who afflict you,
and to give relief to you who are afflicted and to us as well
when the Lord Jesus will be revealed from heaven with
His mighty angels in flaming fire, dealing out retribution
to those who do not know God and to those who do not
obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. These will pay the penalty of eternal destruction, away from the presence of the
Lord and from the glory of His power, when He comes to
be glorified in His saints on that day, and to be marveled
at among all who have believed—for our testimony to you
was believed.3
Nowhere is Hell mentioned or described as if it is a doctrine of
which we should be ashamed. The just damnation of the impenitent
sinners in eternal conscious torment is an expression of the righteousness, holiness, and justice of God. God is glorified by this doctrine because it magnifies not only His pure and perfect justice, but
it also demonstrates the glory of His grace and mercy.
Though all sinners, even for one infraction of God’s law (James
2:10), deserve eternal separation from the love and goodness of
God, God has condescended to save those who have violated His
holy law. He has done this through the work of His Son, the Lord
Jesus Christ, by what He did on the cross nearly 2000 years ago.
The divine Son—the second Person of the Trinity—came to
this Earth, was born of a virgin, lived a perfect life, then suffered
and died a perfect death on the cross, taking the wrath of the Father
on behalf of all who will repent of their sin and place their faith in

Him. The payment for the sin of all those who seek refuge in the
Son was paid in full on Calvary when God poured out His wrath
on His Own Son. It was the wrath that we deserve. He took the
strokes that we were due (Isaiah 53:3-8).
Jesus Christ did not die for His own sin. He was the “Righteous
One” who died in the stead of others as their substitute and their
sacrifice (1 Peter 2:24; 2 Corinthians 5:21; John 10:14-18, 25-30).
God can now declare us righteous through faith because of what
Christ has done (Philippians 2:8-11; Romans 4:5; 5:1-2). Those
who are His through repentance and faith have been delivered
from the wrath to come.
Any preaching or presentation of the gospel which downplays
the gravity of sin and the horror of eternal Hell under the wrath of
God diminishes the glory of God in the Gospel.
Hell is a place where eternal justice is meted out. It is where
the impenitent are punished for their crimes against a holy, loving,
and perfect King. Just as we recoil at the thought that criminals
should get away with horrific crimes and escape the justice of the
law in this nation, so we should recoil at the thought that the impenitent not be punished in accordance with their crimes. Hell is an
eternal punishment because the God Whose law has been violated
is an eternal Being, infinite in His perfections and glory. All sin, no
matter how insignificant in our eyes, is a high-handed crime
against the greatest Sovereign in the universe.
The eternal destruction of the wicked under the holy wrath of
God is not a doctrine for which we are to be ashamed. We need not
apologize for this truth or for the God who created Hell. 4
Let’s turn now to the description given of the destruction of the
prosperous wicked in Psalm 73.
Slippery Footing
Psalm 73:18
Surely You set them in slippery places;
You cast them down to destruction.
Perhaps you have heard someone describe someone else’s lot
in life with this phrase: “They won life’s lottery.” That is how we
describe those who have affluence and power in our world. If
someone was born into wealth, gets a good job, and accumulates a
lot of this world’s goods, people will say that they “won life’s lottery.” Even if all they have acquired is the result of their hard
work, diligence, and sacrifice, the wealthy are viewed as if the
only thing they can credit for their abundance is random chance.
It was not by chance and happenstance that the prosperous
wicked had attained such wealth and power. Their lot in life was
not the result of luck. They didn’t just “win life’s lottery.”
Asaph certainly did not believe that the prosperity of the wicked was due to luck. If Asaph had believed that, he would have
faced no perplexity over the prosperity of the wicked in life. He
would have simply said, “Well, that is how the cookie crumbles.
Time and chance overtake us all. It just so happened to work out
that way.” But Asaph did not respond that way. Because he believed in the sovereignty of God and that nothing can come to any
man unless God should give it, Asaph was perplexed. He understood full well that God was the One Who had given to the wicked
every last bit of their prosperity. None of what they possessed had
come to them by chance - not one dime.
If the wicked enjoyed positions of power, influence, and prestige, it was because God had put them there. It was nothing less
than the sovereign hand of God which had brought these men all
the trappings of prosperity they enjoyed.
This is what was so disturbing. It seemed as if God were granting prosperity to his enemies as a blessing and withholding such
blessing from those who were faithful to Him.
Asaph affirmed that it was the hand of God that exalted these
men to their positions of prosperity and notoriety in verse 18:
“Surely You set them in slippery places.”
Continued on page 7

4th – 7th Grade Sunday School Class

Sunday
School
begins
at 9:30 a.m.

Our Sunday School is anxiously awaiting our new Sunday School room in the new building! We are very
excited to move in, hang posters on the walls, and hopefully put up a bulletin board or two! In the meantime,
we have started I Kings, and are learning about King David, King Solomon, Elijah, Elisha, God’s grace, and
God’s expectations for us. This is a great group of students – 18 of them when they all come! – and Kathy
Conger and Diane Rich are blessed to teach this class. We invite all children in grades 4–7 to join us for
class at 9:30 on Sunday mornings! Questions? Just ask Diane or Kathy.

Trees are budding white blossoms in our backyard, signaling spring really has arrived after a long winter—and that a
prayer ministry update from us is overdue. The first two months of 2018 were largely off the road, a welcome break from air
flights and jet-lag. Marty then flew to Spain February 23-March 1 for Europe field leadership meetings held at Centro Bíblico Betel, a BCM camp located just outside Spain’s summer royal palace in Segovia. Please pray for wisdom in some important upcoming leadership decisions, which cannot be shared at this time.
From March 28-April 8, Marty traveled again to Guyana (formerly British Guiana), located between Suriname and Venezuela, where he joined BCM Peru field director Jonatan Odicio for an Easter Christian workers conference in the cattleranching town of Lethem near Guyana’s border with Brazil. Though BCM missionaries Ron and Zita Charles and Stanley
Boodie have served in Guyana for decades, this was the first time a BCM president has visited the ministry, and Marty received a warm welcome.
While far closer mile-wise than Marty’s trips to Madagascar, India, Philippines, etc., there is no direct travel to Lethem,
so the travel alone was almost forty-eight hours each way, with plane hops from Harrisburg-Atlanta-Jamaica-TrinidadGeorgetown-Lethem, with additional fueling stops in Antigua, Barbados, and St. Maarten. Over three hundred from most of
the tribal church plants also traveled in for the conference, slinging hammocks under tin-roofed open shelters on the Lethem church campus for accommodation. Since the main sanctuary is crowded with two hundred, many had to stand outside windows and doors to listen.
The conference itself opened with Bible Institute graduation. Marty taught on life principles from Nehemiah three hours
each morning, while Jonatan taught BCM’s children’s ministry curriculum two hours each afternoon. In the evenings, they
both spoke at evangelistic meetings, during which more than twenty accepted Christ. The many tribal churches represented also took turns presenting special music, drama, mime, and other presentations in their own languages as well as English, Guyana’s official language. Pray for spiritual growth among the 20+ new Christians as well as these tribal
church plants. Pray too for God’s provision for BCM Guyana’s goal of building a larger meeting hall in Lethem.
Just three days after Marty returned from Guyana, Jeanette flew to Northern Ireland (April 11-18) to teach at a ladies’
retreat at Mullartown House, our BCM camp there. The camp was packed out with almost seventy ladies, and Jeanette
was treated to a wonderful tour of Northern Ireland’s beauty before flying home. Many attendees were new Christians and
unfamiliar with Scripture. Please pray that the Holy Spirit will apply biblical principles taught to their hearts.
Over the next three months, we will both be traveling and teaching at various conferences within the USA, along with a
trip for Marty to Canada for BCM board meetings May 6-8. With no passports needed or major time zone changes, these
feel somewhat a vacation, but please do pray for strength, clear mind, and the Holy Spirit’s leading in teaching session.
There are so many additional prayer requests we could share for our BCM missionaries and ministries globally, including the continued persecution of Christians
in India, Myanmar, Sri Lanka, Nepal especially. The best way to follow both prayer
requests and answers is to follow BCM
on Facebook, where such needs and praises are constantly being posted.
Serving the King of kings together with you,
Dr. Martin and Jeanette Windle
BCM International

>>>Garden of Readin’
Choosing to See
by Mary Beth Chapman with Ellen Vaughn
After experiencing a tragedy she never could have imagined, Mary Beth Chapman (wife of singer/songwriter Steven
Curtis Chapman) unveils her struggle to allow God to write the story of her life, both the happy chapters and the tragic
ones. The title Choosing to See refers to the choice every believer has to seek out God's grace and hope even in the hard
times, instead of staying mired in pain and self-pity. If you've ever asked yourself "Where is God when things fall apart?",
or "Why does God allow terrible things to happen?", you might glean some insights from Mary Beth's story.

Please contact Jenny Leo (208-610-2520) about donations or any library-related matter.

Women’s Ministry <<<
Life Choices Pregnancy Center

Baby Bottle Fundraiser
Ellen Ambrose is our church liaison to this ministry.
She has empty baby bottles to distribute. You can
use these bottles to show friends, family and
coworkers that you support life. Fill it with coins,
currency or a generous check. Whatever you give
will make a difference. Please get a baby bottle
from her and return it to her on or before Father’s
Day, June 17.

Melina Smith & Shepley Osman
invite you to celebrate their wedding

Saturday, June 30, 2018, 4:00 p.m.
Kootenai Community Church
477 Main Street, Kootenai ID

Please RSVP by June 6
if you plan to attend:
http://bit.ly/smithosman

Your gift, combined with those of other churches,
means the center will be there to help new mothers make the choice for life.

Move-in to the new facility is soon - keep watch for the
big announcement - see how you can help on page 6.

>>>Cocolalla Lake Bible Camp
Please visit the camp website at clbcamp.org for more details.
CLBC is a year-round camp and retreat center for children and adults, devoted to preaching the Gospel of Christ to people of all ages and to making disciples of Jesus Christ.
This is accomplished through scheduled Bible lessons and personal interactions with men
and women, boys and girls.
June 25-28 is Staff Tr aining. Please be in pr ayer for them and the upcoming busy
summer schedule.

Student Ministries <<<
Summer is here!! Woohoo! There are
several events coming up this summer
with Student Ministries, Partners in
Prayer, and youth events! There will
be more details in the Summer Newsletter. Thank you all for a great year
and enjoy your summer!

KCC Memory Challenge!

Students and parents: please
consider participating in the
Psalm 110 memory challenge!
Have the passage memorized by
June 17 and recite it together
during the worship service. Everyone, young and old, is encouraged to participate!

>>>Kootenai Thunder
kootenaithunder.com

For the most current information, please check our website and Facebook page.

Do you want to get involved in the Sports Ministry of Kootenai
Thunder? There are many ways and opportunities - something
for everyone! Contact Tracy Jensen for more details!

KCC MEMORY CHALLENGE

Who: Everyone, young and old!
When: Memorize during May and June and we will recite together during worship on Father’s Day, June 17.
What: Psalm 110 - the most-quoted Old Testament passage
PSALM 110

4 The Lord has sworn and will not change His mind,

1 The Lord says to my Lord:

“You are a priest forever

“Sit at My right hand

According to the order of Melchizedek.”

Until I make Your enemies a footstool for Your feet.”

5 The Lord is at Your right hand;

2 The Lord will stretch forth Your strong scepter from Zi-

He will shatter kings in the day of His wrath.

on, saying,

6 He will judge among the nations,

“Rule in the midst of Your enemies.”

He will fill them with corpses,

3 Your people will volunteer freely in the day of

He will shatter the chief men over a broad country.

Your power;

7 He will drink from the brook by the wayside;

In holy array, from the womb of the dawn,

Therefore He will lift up His head.

Your youth are to You as the dew.

>>>Building Update
The list of accomplishments this last 30+ days has been truly amazing! With our first major work day (and one follow-up evening) we got all the ceiling tile in the sanctuary
completed. The major task for our work day on May 12 was the remaining ceiling tiles in the downstairs. We got that nearly completed and a small crew showed up a couple of
days later in the evening to finish it up. Cleaning crews were busy cleaning and organizing various rooms as the work on the ceilings was completed. A small crew installed the
recently donated cabinets in the kitchen. Another crew finished installing the dividers in the men’s bathroom. Nick Rasor has been busy spending some of his evenings finishing
up the plumbing. All the carpet in the nursery is down. A few of the classrooms are already set up and ready for Sunday School. High Mark Heating and Cooling should have the
furnace that heats the sanctuary hooked up and functioning by Friday, May 25. The fire suppression system has been charged and tested. Their crew will be back here to finish
testing the fire alarm on Tuesday May 29.
It has been a rich blessing to see folks pitch in with their time and talents to help get us into the new building. I am hoping we can have our final inspection sometime during the
week of May 29-June 1. That is the earliest we could get any news on occupancy.
We are still going to need about $15,000 to ensure that we can get in our building. The last major project is the parking lot which we are hoping will be done, or very close to it,
by the time you read this.

Things to pray for:

Please pray that expenses come in less than expected.
Please pray that we will pass all necessary inspections and be able to get them scheduled in a timely manner.
Please pray that the work will get done in time.
Please pray that God will provide all that is necessary for us to enjoy this rich blessing soon.

Church News <<<
SAVE THE DATES!
August 13-17

2018 KCC High School

SENIOR NIGHT
Friday, June 1, 7:00 p.m.
Watch for announcements about venue

Please come as we celebrate together the
graduation of these fine students:
Brandon Parnell
Bryce Barba
Linde Mitzel
Madisen McArthur
Noah Black

Save the date for
Vacation Bible School.

Refreshments to follow.

Andrew Rappaport – Striving for Eternity Ministries
Coming October 12-14
SAVE THE DATE!
>>>Kootenai Classifieds
Firewood:
Call John
Kinne: (208)
290-4359

Place your ad here
next month! Email
the details to
lisaslippy@gmail.com

Fresh eggs for sale
$3.00 a dozen. They are
fed Woods non-GMO
Mega Layer. Contact
Dave
or
Melody
Lynch: (208)217-1743 or
(208) 217-1745

The “You” in this verse, and those following, is addressed to God.
God put these men in this position. God elevated the wicked to their
current place. Their current position - as elevated as it appeared –
was, in fact, “slippery places,” and God had placed them there.
The prosperous vainly believe that their riches are a source of
protection and security. Psalm 52:7 pronounces judgment against the
man who trusts in his riches: “Behold, the man who would not make
God his refuge, but trusted in the abundance of his riches and was
strong in his evil desire.” The rich view their wealth as a fortress just
as the poor view their poverty as their own ruin. Proverbs 10:15 says,
“The rich man’s wealth is his fortress, The ruin of the poor is their
poverty.”
As much as they might think their riches provide them safety and
security, the proverb warns that it’s only in their imagination. Proverbs 18:11: “A rich man’s wealth is his strong city, and like a high
wall in his own imagination.” In the end, their riches do not keep
them from the wrath of God. Proverbs 11:4: “Riches do not profit in
the day of wrath, but righteousness delivers from death.”
They are set in slippery places. The high place to which God has
brought them is the very place from which He will cast them down.
Verse 18: “You cast them down to destruction.” Their position of
prosperity and prominence is not a sure, strong, and certain position.
It is a slippery place, one from which they can and will quickly fall.
This is by the hand of God. God put them in that slippery place, for it
was His intention to cast them down from it. The very reason God
places the prosperous wicked in their prosperity is so that He might
execute their certain doom.
Spurgeon said Asaph “sees that the divine hand purposely placed
these men in prosperous and eminent circumstances, not with the
intent to bless them but the very reverse.…The same hand which led
them to their Tarpeian rock5, hurled them down from it. They were
but elevated by the judicial arrangement for the fuller execution of
their doom.”6 John Calvin put it this way: “God for a short period
thus lifts them up on high, that when they fall their fall may be the
heavier.”7
We have a proverbial saying in our own day which captures the
essence of this: “The bigger they are, the harder they fall.” The more
powerful, the more influential, the wealthier the wicked become, the
more their destruction and sudden loss will pain them. The harder
will be their fall from such a position.
God has placed the wicked in the position of prosperity, not to
secure them in it, but because it is an insecure and slippery place. He
will also most surely cast them down from that position to utter destruction and complete ruin. Yes, God has elevated them. However,
His intention is not to bless them by that elevation, but to prepare
them for the judgment they so richly deserve. He will most surely
bring it to pass.
Moses described the day of God’s vengeance upon the wicked:
“Vengeance is Mine, and retribution, in due time their foot will slip;
for the day of their calamity is near, and the impending things are
hastening upon them” (Deuteronomy 32:35).
The Psalms are replete with this kind of language describing the
destruction of God’s enemies. For instance:
Psalm 37:20:
But the wicked will perish;
And the enemies of the Lord will be like
the glory of the pastures,
They vanish - like smoke they vanish away.
Psalm 37:35–38:
I have seen a wicked, violent man
Spreading himself like a luxuriant tree in its native soil.
Then he passed away, and lo, he was no more;
I sought for him, but he could not be found.
Mark the blameless man, and behold the upright;
For the man of peace will have a posterity.
But transgressors will be altogether destroyed;

The posterity of the wicked will be cut off.
Psalm 55:23:
But You, O God, will bring them down to the pit of destruction;
Men of bloodshed and deceit will not live out half their days.
But I will trust in You.
Psalm 92:7:
That when the wicked sprouted up like grass
And all who did iniquity flourished,
It was only that they might be destroyed forevermore.”
Psalm 94:23:
He has brought back their wickedness upon them
And will destroy them in their evil;
The Lord our God will destroy them.”
The means by which God destroys these particular wicked is
their prosperity. Their prosperity and position is the judgment for
their wickedness. Asaph erred in that he mistakenly thought that
the wicked were getting away with their wickedness. He observed
men and women that wore pride like a necklace and violence like
garments. The imaginations of their heart were wicked. They
mocked God and set their mouth against the heavens. They oppressed the righteous. The wicked presumed that God did not know
of their wickedness, and if He did know, He did not care (v. 11).
Not only did God know of their wickedness, He was preparing
them for destruction by lavishing them with prosperity. Their
wealth was not a blessing, but a curse. The lifting up of the wicked
through their prosperity was nothing more than God lifting them up
higher that He might crush them upon the rocks of divine judgment
harder.
Imagine a medieval executioner commissioned with decapitating a convicted criminal. The stage is set on execution day before
an observing crowd. The criminal’s head hangs over the edge of
the executioner’s chopping block; his hands are tightly tied behind
his back. The bulky executioner stands above the guilty one, his
head covered with a black hood. He grabs his executioner’s axe.
The edge has been painstakingly sharpened for the occasion and
the polished metal glimmers in the sun. The executioner firmly
grips the handle and rests the blade on the criminal’s neck. Slowly,
the executioner begins lifting the axe toward the sky. Higher and
higher the axe rises until it is high above the head of the executioner.
Now, imagine, at that very moment, somewhere in the crowd a
bewildered observer cries out, “Wait a minute! Don’t you know
what you are doing? The ax blade is going the wrong way! It is
supposed to be moving toward his neck, not away from it!”
So it is with God and the prosperous wicked. He has lifted them
up to prosperity and prominence just as an executioner lifts his axe
above the neck of the condemned before bringing it down swiftly
and precisely. The wicked enjoy their prosperity for only a brief
moment just as the condemned enjoys the withdrawal of the blade
for a brief moment. In the first half of Psalm 73, Asaph is the bewildered observer who thinks the lifting up of the wicked is a
movement in the wrong direction. In verse 18 he came to see that
their prosperity was not the blessing of God. It was not a reward for
their sin; it was the first stroke of the divine judgment. It was the
lifting up of the executioner’s axe.
Sound Harsh?
It sounds odd to our modern ear to hear that God judges people
through prosperity. That hardly seems like a judgment to us, but
that is only because we do not have God’s view on prosperity. In
our materialistic western culture, we think that prosperity is the
goal of life and an evidence of the blessing of God. Most of the
Christian church views health and wealth as the central promise of
the gospel. Prosperity preachers on “Christian” radio and television
teach that abundant riches are the evidence of God’s blessing and
favor. There is virtually no room in our
Continued on page 8
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thinking for the idea that prosperity is
not a blessing that God gives to the
wicked, but a curse He uses to bring about their destruction.
Prosperity is a curse to the wicked because it hardens their
hearts. Just as the Lord hardened Pharaoh’s heart that he might
judge Pharaoh for His own glory and honor 8, so God hardens the
heart of the wicked through their prosperity. Because the wicked
are prosperous, they are hardened in their pride and rebellion. Gold
becomes their God and their prosperity encourages their idolatry.
They are insulated from the affliction and suffering that might turn
them to God and draw them near to Him. The trials that humble us
and teach us not to trust in riches never afflict the prosperous.
They are cut off from those graces.
Prosperity encourages the wicked to trust in themselves, their
own accomplishments, and their own abilities. Because they live
their lives in such comfort and luxury, they cling ever tighter to the
things of this world. This only ensures their destruction. At first,
they do not want to abandon their creature comforts, eventually
they cannot abandon their creature comforts. At first their fortune
is their fortress, eventually it becomes their fetters. The prosperity
they amass is at first their protection and then their prison.
It may seem harsh to us that God would use riches as a judgment, but that is precisely what this verse teaches. God placed
them in their prosperity because riches—worldly affluence—is a
“slippery place.” God’s intention in their prosperity is their judgment and destruction, not their blessing and reward. God is free to
judge His creatures in any way that He deems fit. When we consider their end, we see that all their prosperity is nothing more than
a shiny curse. Their ease of life carries them along to their certain
death only to plunge them beneath the wrath of God for all eternity.
The prosperous wicked are like passengers aboard the Titanic.
They’re living their lives surrounded by luxury and extravagance,
sailing across calm waters, on a still cool evening, with not a care
in the world. They think that their prosperity is unsinkable. Their
riches create the illusion that they’re untouchable and they are deceived by their riches into thinking they will never face a reckoning. Blinded by their luxury, they are completely oblivious to the
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doom that is about to strike as their “unsinkable fortress” pursues
a crash course with a judgment destined to end their lives of ease
in an instant. Their riches blind them to wrath that is to come.
*Chapter 7, Part 1--from the book Prosperity of the W icked, by
Jim Osman.
________________________
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This is not the same Lazarus who was a friend of Jesus mentioned in John 11.
I am not inclined to the opinion that Jesus is merely telling a parable that is intended to teach a spiritual truth. I hold to the view that this is an actual account of
two very real people, one of whom is named Lazarus. If I am correct in this assessment, then the place of torment and the intensity of torment as well as the
bliss and joy experienced by righteous Lazarus are all described here. This provides us an account of the afterlife given to us by the One who knows the existence and residence of each of the two men described. If I am wrong and this is
only a parable, then this is the only parable Jesus told that names a main character. Further, if this is not an actual happening and only a parable, we are still
justified in believing 1) that Hell is a place of eternal conscious torment that is
unbearable, 2) that a place of eternal paradise (Heaven), here referred to as
“Abraham’s Bosom,” exists, 3) that the wicked immediately go to a place of
torment at the moment of their death, and 4) that the righteous immediately go to
paradise to enjoy the felicity of Heaven. This we believe not based on this passage alone, but on the authority of all that is revealed in Scripture about the afterlife.
3
Emphasis mine.
4
For more on the subject of Hell, including a defense of the doctrine of eternal
damnation, I would recommend Sinners in the Hands of a Good God: Reconciling
Divine Judgment and Mercy by David Clotfelter and Hell on Trial: The Case for
Eternal Punishment by Robert A. Peterson.
5
The Tarpeian Rock (/tɑːrˈpiːən/) was a steep cliff of the southern summit of the
Capitoline Hill, overlooking the Roman Forum in Ancient Rome. It was used
during the Roman Republic as an execution site. Murderers, traitors, perjurors,
and larcenous slaves, if convicted by the quaestores parricidii, were flung from
the cliff to their deaths. Cited by Wikipedia: Samuel Ball Platner, A Topographical Dictionary of Ancient Rome, (London: Oxford University Press, 1929) Tarpeius Mons, pp. 509-510.
6
Charles H. Spurgeon, The Treasury of David, Vol. 2, Psalms 58-110 (Peabody:
Hendrickson Publishers), 251.
7
John Calvin, Calvin’s Commentary on the Book of Psalms, Vol. 3 (Grand Rapids: Baker Books, 1999), 144.
8
Exodus 7:3, 13, 22; 8:15, 19; 9:7, 12, 35; 10:1, 20, 27; 11:10; 14:4, 8. A few
passages describe Pharaoh hardening his own heart: Exodus 8:32; 9:34; 1 Samuel
6:6. One passage describes God hardening the heart of the Egyptians: Exodus
14:17. Deuteronomy 2:30 says God hardened the spirit of Sihon king of Heshbon
and made his heart obstinate.
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