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Coming Up: June 1, KCC Senior Night

Annual Book Review 2018
By Jim Osman
Pastor/Teacher
It is time for my annual summer book review and
suggested reading list. A wise mentor once told me
that a man is the product of the books he reads and
the people with whom he associates. Through reading
we associate with great men and women of the past
and present as we spend time with them through the
books they write. What type of company do you keep?
Every year I publish a review of my readings from
the past 12 months in hopes of encouraging you to
pick up and enjoy some good company during the
coming year. I also hope this will give you some idea
of works to avoid for the sake of your time and money.
The summer months are upon us and I trust that they
will bring opportunity to imbibe deeply in some good
books! So, if you are looking for some suggestions of
books to read - and, in some cases, a couple to avoid
- I offer the following from my own list of completed
readings from the past year.
Theology
Why We’re Protestant by
Nate Pickowicz (CreateSpace,
170 pgs.) is a great introduction
to the Five Solas of the Reformation. We made this book
available to our congregation
for our celebration of the 500th
anniversary of the Protestant
Reformation
in
October.
Pickowicz not only gives a

good and concise overview of the theological issues at
the heart of the Protestant Reformation, but he includes
information on key figures in church history that fought
for various theological truths. This book is simple, yet
profound —an excellent read!
What is Biblical Theology by
James Hamilton (Crossway, 116
pgs.) was a refreshing break from
the dreck I have suffered through
under “Hearing God’s Voice” reviewed below. I got the book at a
Spurgeon’s Fellowship event in
Spokane where I heard Hamilton
preach on the Psalms.1 This book
is a very well written and readable overview of the major themes,
patterns, and theologies of biblical revelation. It serves as a
great, doctrinally sound theological primer on the way the Bible is to be read and understood. Hamilton’s approach to biblical interpretation
demonstrates that “the Bible is its own interpreter.”
There is a consistent integrity to how the biblical authors handled God’s revelation.
You will enjoy this book for its
clear, concise overview of the entire biblical narrative.
Preparing to preach through
Hebrews, I purchased Four Views
on the Warning Passages in Hebrews edited by Herbert W. Bateman IV (Kregel, 445 pgs.). The
warning passages of Hebrews are
said to present a challenge to
those who believe in the perseverance of the saints (sometimes
called the “eternal security of the
Continued on page 2

believer”). In this book, four different views on the five warning
passages are presented. Grant
Osborne presents the Classical
Arminian View, Buist Fanning
presents the Classical Reformed
View, Gareth Lee Cockerill presents a Wesleyan Arminian
View, and Randall Gleason presents a Moderate Reformed
View. Each author provides a
study of all five passages offering an interpretation of each
supported by the context. After
each contribution, there are rebuttals by the other three authors. The value of this
book is in the scholarly treatment of the subjects by all
the authors. Each does, indeed, try to support their
view from the teaching of Hebrews in its context.
Though I did not agree with three of the four views, I
was provided with plenty to consider by those whose
conclusions I did not embrace. Though all four authors
disagree, the interaction was congenial and gracious.
On Hearing God’s Voice
As painful as it has been, the bulk of my reading
this past year has been with books that I would consider to be complete junk. That is not something I would
normally choose to do unless something significant necessitated it. Well, something did.
I am currently writing a book (title determined but
not yet announced) that deals with the very prevalent
but tragically misguided notion that we ought to be listening for the voice of God outside of Scripture. In order
to accurately represent the perspective of those who
teach that we should be hearing the voice of God
through nudges, promptings, signs, et.al., I need to interact with some original source material produced by
those who teach these false doctrines. This means that
I had to hand over some shekels for books that I do not
even think are worth the paper they’re printed on, let
alone the money they charge for them. Not only that,
but I have to read through these books in order to prepare for writing my own. In this book review, and in the
one for next year, you’re going to see some of the titles
that I’ve been reading.
First up, Surprised by the
Power of the Spirit by Jack Deere
(Zondervan, 292 pgs.). Deere was
a professor at Dallas Theological
Seminary from 1976 to 1988. He
made headlines in Christian circles when he left Dallas seminary
because he abandoned his previously held cessationist2 position to
promote charismatic gifts of
tongues, healings, prophecy, and
modern revelation. Deere does his
best to argue as a scholar from

Scripture for the continuation of the
miraculous sign gifts. This book
seems intended to directly answer
the arguments of John MacArthur in
his book Charismatic Chaos.
I found that Deere does poor
exegesis of the biblical texts, uses
poor argumentation, and relies
heavily on stories and anecdotes to
prove his points. He continually uses strawmen (mischaracterizing his
opponents’ positions), equivocation
(using multiple definitions of key
words and switching definitions in
the middle of an argument), and non-sequiturs in his
writing.
Though this book promised to give me the most
scholarly treatment of the charismatic position of any
that I have on my shelf, I found that
his misuse and even abuse of
Scripture demonstrates that experience was, in fact, his strongest argument. For those who value a theology derived from Scripture, experience is no argument at all.
Surprised by The Voice of God
(Zondervan, 374 pgs.) is Jack
Deere’s sequel to Surprised by the
Power of the Spirit. This book deals
not just with charismatic phenomena in general, but specifically with
continuing revelation. Deere attempts to show that “modern New Testament prophets”
can be in grave error when they speak for the Lord,
make false prophecies, and yet still be “true prophets.”
For Deere, though the accuracy of what modern prophets say is always in doubt, their ability to genuinely
hear the voice of God never is. The argumentation and
use of Scripture in this book is no better than the previous volume. There is a chapter on how to interpret
dreams that will leave you shaking your head is disbelief.
Unless you are a glutton for punishment, avoid both
of these books!
Priscilla Shirer is the daughter of well known pastor
Tony Evans and the author of He Speaks to Me: Preparing to Hear from God (Moody,
201 pgs.).3 Using Samuel’s encounter with God in 1 Samuel 3 as
a template for modern-day revelations, Shirer focuses in on the disciplines and spiritual attitude of
those most likely to hear from
God. According to Shirer, God
spoke to Samuel because Samuel
modeled:
1. A Simple Relationship
2. A Single-Minded Worship
3. A Set Apart Holiness
Continued on page 7

Sunday
School
begins
at 9:30 a.m.

4 Years Old through 3rd Grade - Melody Lynch and Taryn Osman
The 4-year-old through 3rd grade class is currently studying
through the book of Acts. We will cover the book in a total of 17
lessons. We are also excited to have Taryn Osman teaching. She has
taken over for Jenny Stevens. We want to encourage parents to
bring your children to Sunday school. We love having them.

Helloooooo from Tenerife!
After 4 months in the U.S., it has been a blessing to have Dave and Lois here again! They faithfully serve
and invest in the people of the church!
Sixteen of us went to the MISIÓN POSIBLE Youth conference near Barcelona! A very clear gospel was
preached to almost 500 youth and the theme of the week was to ARISE and respond in obedience to the call
of Jesus! The four days were filled with worship, Bible studies, workshops, games and preaching! It was a
huge encouragement for the Youth to interact with other like-minded Spanish believers!
Planning has already begun for Summer ministry opportunities! The Push the Rock basketball outreach
is, Lord willing, happening in June, the Impacto family and sports outreach in August, and preparations are
already underway to send another team to Italy!
Please continue to pray!


Pray for the elders (Orenay, Luis, Jorge, and Dave) and a few of the other men who are preaching
through 2 Thessalonians on Sunday mornings! Bible studies throughout the week review and practically
apply what is preached on Sundays!
 For Mirna and Angela, leading the ladies through Acts on Wednesday mornings!
 For quick visa approvals for David Crespo and his family, transitioning from Venezuela to Spain! A praise
is that he just received the official paperwork from the
Spanish government acknowledging him as a religious
worker, and can soon apply for his visa!
 For the approval of Natalie’s residence visa!
(She just officially applied from here and is
waiting to hear back.)
Thankful for
the faithfulness of God!
~Dave and Lois Belch

>>>Garden of Readin’
WHY JESUS?
Rediscovering His Truth in an Age of Mass Marketed Spirituality
by Ravi Zacharias
We are facing one of the greatest crises in history. Truth is being cast aside in the name of tolerance and cultural
relativism, all under the guise of the "New Spirituality," a spiritual supermarket from which people can select whatever form of spirituality they desire. But tragically many choose without knowing how to make a distinction between truth and falsehood. We need to understand why the New Spirituality ideas, presented by popular celebrities like Oprah Winfrey and Deepak Chopra, attract people, and how Jesus alone provides a guide through the
maze. This informative critique by Christian apologist Ravi Zacharias provides a compelling argument for anyone
looking for the truth about who Jesus really is, and why it should matter.

Please contact Jenny Leo (208-610-2520) about donations or any library-related matter.

Women’s Ministry <<<
Life Choices Pregnancy Center

Bridal

Baby Bottle Fundraiser
Ellen Ambrose is our church liaison to this ministry.
She now has empty baby bottles to distribute. You
can use these bottles to show friends, family and
coworkers that you support life. Fill it with coins,
currency or a generous check. Whatever you give
will make a difference. Please get a baby bottle
from her and return it to her on or before Father’s
Day, June 17th.
Your gift, combined with those of other churches,
means the center will be there to help new mothers make the choice for life.

Shower
SAT URDAY, MAY 19, 2:00 P.M.

IN THE CONFERENCE ROOM AT THE HOLIDAY INN EXPRESS, PONDERAY

FOR MELINA SMITH, BRIDE OF SHEPLEY OSMAN
PLEASE SEE THEIR REGISTRY ON AMAZON FOR GIFT IDEAS

So, as those who have been chosen of God, holy and beloved, put on a heart of
compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. Colossians 3:12

>>>Cocolalla Lake Bible Camp
Please visit the camp website at clbcamp.org for more details.

Spring Scrapbook Retreat
May 11-12, 2018
Time: Registration at 4:00 p.m. Friday. Ends at 7 p.m. Saturday
For: Ladies 13 and up

Enjoy a two-day getaway to the wonderfully rustic Bible camp nestled on the north shore
of Cocolalla Lake. Our retreat is specifically designed to connect the hearts of women with
a powerful message of hope and her passion of scrapbooking memories.
Be inspired, Be refreshed, Eat yummy food, Make & grow lasting friendships!

Spring Men’s Retreat May 19-20, 2017
Time: Check-in at 5 p.m., ends 3 p.m.
For: Men 13 and up
One goal of this retreat is to provide men with “down time” where they can slow down and
enjoy some free time.
Cocolalla Lake Bible Camp has many activities to enjoy such as horseshoes, basketball, ping-pong, volleyball, fishing, foosball, archery, nature hiking, canoeing, sleeping, sightseeing and more! You will also have
opportunities for fellowship and visiting with others during free time.

Student Ministries <<<
May Dates!!!

Life is Best

9th  Student Ministries @ Kimbers’

@ Osmans’ home, May 20th @ 3pm
Look for more information
in the May

12th  Work day at the Church
14th  Girls’ Bible Study
20th  Life is Best @ Osmans’

Student Ministries Newsletter!

23rd  Student Ministries @ Blacks’

26th  Work day at the Church
28th  Girls’ Bible Study

>>>Kootenai Thunder
kootenaithunder.com

For the most current information, please check our website and Facebook page.

SEASON WRAP-UP: For now , the sports season is over. Thank you to all of you w ho helped
make it a spectacular season. There were 13 soccer players, 21 volleyball players, 44 basketball players
and 17 coaches. We look forward to another great season ahead. Keep an eye out for kids around you
who would benefit from a Christ-centered sports program that builds not just skill, but character too.
Have a great summer!

KCC MEMORY CHALLENGE

Who: Everyone, young and old!
When: Memorize during May and June and we will recite together during worship on Father’s Day, June 17.
What: Psalm 110 - the most quoted Old Testament passage
PSALM 110

4 The Lord has sworn and will not change His mind,

1 The Lord says to my Lord:

“You are a priest forever

“Sit at My right hand

According to the order of Melchizedek.”

Until I make Your enemies a footstool for Your feet.”

5 The Lord is at Your right hand;

2 The Lord will stretch forth Your strong scepter from Zi-

He will shatter kings in the day of His wrath.

on, saying,

6 He will judge among the nations,

“Rule in the midst of Your enemies.”

He will fill them with corpses,

3 Your people will volunteer freely in the day of

He will shatter the chief men over a broad country.

Your power;

7 He will drink from the brook by the wayside;

In holy array, from the womb of the dawn,

Therefore He will lift up His head.

Your youth are to You as the dew.

>>>Building Update
We had our workday on April 21 and got a lot done. Our thanks to all who showed up and
worked so hard on all the various projects. Dave and Diane Rich led a crew that cleaned out
the Sunday School rooms and organized our old Awana materials. There were two crews of
workers in the sanctuary putting in ceiling tiles and insulation. There is only a little bit more work
to do in that room. The Student Ministries workers helped in cleaning, moving, and insulating.
We enjoyed donuts and orange juice and a good time was had by all!
We are hoping to have other workdays on May 12 and 26, depending on some factors
(inspections, approvals, and subcontractors). Please pray that all comes together in a timely
fashion. At the time of this writing, the weather looks good and we should be able to get to work
on our parking lot soon.

Church News <<<
BOOKS AVAILABLE!

2018 KCC High School

SENIOR NIGHT
Friday, June 1, 7:00 p.m.
Watch for announcements about venue

Please come as we celebrate together the
graduation of these fine students:
Brandon Parnell
Bryce Barba
Linde Mitzel
Madisen McArthur
Noah Black

Refreshments to follow.

SAVE THE DATES! August 13-17

Save the date for Vacation Bible School this summer. We are planning on holding it during
the evenings of the week of August 13-17. This will be a great opportunity to work together as a church body to reach out to the children in Kootenai and their families! Look
for more details and information on how you can help in the coming months.

>>>Kootenai Classifieds
Firewood:
Call John
Kinne: (208)
290-4359

Place your ad here
next month! Email
the details to
lisaslippy@gmail.com

Church Campout

Unfortunately, we won’t have a
campout at Marley Beach this summer. We are trying to get some dates
earlier in the summer. A number of
folks said that July would work better for them. This year there were
not any open dates that would work.
So, we are going to pass on the campout for this year and work to secure
an earlier date for next year.

Fresh eggs for sale
$3.00 a dozen. They are
fed Woods non-GMO
Mega Layer. Contact
Dave
or
Melody
Lynch: (208)217-1743 or
(208) 217-1745

4. A Still Attentiveness
5. A Sold-Out Hunger
6. A Servant Spirit
She is convinced that, like Samuel, you too can hear
God give personal and specific individual revelations to
guide you in life. The book is filled with stories of others
who claim to hear from God.
A second book by Shirer, Discerning the Voice of
God: How to Recognize When God Is Speaking (Moody
Publishers, 211 pgs.) offers specific guidance on how to
know when God is giving personal revelations. I am sure
you can remember all those times in the Bible when Noah, Moses, David, Jeremiah, Peter, Paul, and the rest
wondered if it was God speaking to them or not. Don’t
you remember them going through the
steps to make sure it was God speaking? Of course you don’t! Like all the
other books on this subject by those
who believe they get special communications outside of Scripture, Shirer offers her readers nothing more than an
uncertain, subjective muddle of experiences.
I didn’t even bother to finish Translating God (ICreate Productions, 172 pgs.)
by Shawn Bolz. Bolz is a star in the New Apostolic Reformation (NAR) scene. I read enough of the book to assess his understanding of the gospel and it is lacking, to
say the least. The pablum offered up as “truth” in this
book is soul-destroying. I didn’t finish the book for three
reasons. First, Bolz offers nothing of substance that I can
use for my own book project. There is nothing there to
interact with, so my reading was proving to be a waste of
time. Second, his approach to the subject
is mind-numbingly stupid and insipid. I
am not trying to be cruel, but I could feel
my brain cells dying as I was reading the
book. Third, it is so poorly written that it is
painful to read. I found myself getting to
the end of a paragraph and thinking, “I
recognize all those words as English
words, but I have no idea what he is talking about!”
Mark Batterson is probably best known for his book
The Circle Maker which, together with the spinoff products, sold a bazillion copies. His book Whisper: How to
Hear the Voice of God (Multnomah, 189 pgs.) perfectly
represents the popular theological state of modern American evangelicalism. The book is loaded with stories and
anecdotes intended to show how God speaks outside
Scripture. Like others in this vein, Batterson wants us to
believe that Scripture is special and unique, but not, by
any means, the only way that God speaks to us. Authors
like this can never come right out and say that the Bible
is insufficient for our needs and inadequate for our daily
lives, but that is exactly what their theology actually
teaches.
He boldly asserts that God speaks seven
“languages.” God speaks the languages of Scripture,

desires, doors, dreams, people, promptings, and pain.
These are the seven ways that God communicates to
us.
Whisper seeks to provide insight into how we can
discern the will of God through all of these various
channels of communication. The book is light on biblical teaching and heavy on stories and illustrations—
just like what passes for teaching in most evangelical
churches. When Batterson does try to exegete a biblical text, it is most often a complete twisting of the
meaning of the verse. It is unfortunate that books like
this sell so well in the modern church, but it is not surprising. The only good thing to come out of me reading
this book was the idea I got for the title of my next book
intended to refute all this unbiblical nonsense. That and
plenty of examples of bad theology.
Audiobooks
Marx & Satan by Richard Wurmbrand is available
for free on YouTube. Wurmbrand, author of Tortured
for Christ is probably best known for
suffering at the hands of communist oppressors. Wurmbrand shows that early
communists were not all atheists as we
might suppose. Their opposition to
Christianity was not motivated by atheism but by their involvement in Satanism and the occult. This was a fascinating book and one that sheds great light
on the rise of Communism and its war
on Christianity.
John Trapp once said, “As water tastes of the soil it
runs through, so does the soul taste of the authors that
a man reads.” With all that cries out for your attention,
don't forget to give proper attention to reading. Read
widely and read wisely. Above all, don't forget to read
your Bible! That is the most important book of all.
Without Wax –

1

You can listen to Hamilton’s lectures as well as all the Spurgeon Fellowship speakers at http://www.tgcinw.org/sermons. I highly recommend
Hamilton’s sessions on the Psalms!
2

Cessationism is the theological belief that certain sign gifts (usually
tongues, interpretation of tongues, miracles, healing, prophecy) ceased
before the end of the first century once the New Testament writings were
completed.
3

She was also involved in the production of the movies War Room and I
Can Only Imagine.
4

You can access the complete playlist here: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=-4Hvj1FrNzE&list=PLHBNF0AmedQjhalsextFtbicu_vn8fyT2

Kootenai Community Church
P.O. Box 593
Kootenai, ID 83840

208-255-5668
kcc@nctv.com
www.kootenaichurch.org

CHURCH WORKDAYS
MAY 12 AND 26

Meet at the new facility at 9:00 a.m.
Bring gloves and a happy heart!
Questions - contact Jim Osman
PSALM 110 - MEMORY CHALLENGE, see p.5
1 The Lord says to my Lord:
“Sit at My right hand
Until I make Your enemies a footstool for Your feet.”
2 The Lord will stretch forth Your strong scepter from Zion, saying,
“Rule in the midst of Your enemies.”
3 Your people will volunteer freely in the day of Your power;
In holy array, from the womb of the dawn,
Your youth are to You as the dew.
4 The Lord has sworn and will not change His mind,
“You are a priest forever
According to the order of Melchizedek.”
5 The Lord is at Your right hand;
He will shatter kings in the day of His wrath.
6 He will judge among the nations,
He will fill them with corpses,
He will shatter the chief men over a broad country.
7 He will drink from the brook by the wayside;
Therefore He will lift up His head.

