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and saints were venerated. They worshipped Mary and 
prayed to the saints and bowed before statues. Confession 
was made to Catholic priests and not to God.  In the 6

th
 Cen-

tury, the heretical doctrine of purgatory was introduced. This 
was an interim place where souls go to pay penance for their 
sins in order to purify them so they could make their way to 
Heaven. Penance was made through indulgences paid to the 
papacy.  
 The church gives the sinner exemption from his acts of 
penance in exchange for “treasury of merits,” which consist-
ed of Christ’s sacrifice on the cross plus the deeds of the 
saints. The Catholic Church also promotes the concepts of 
mortal and venial sins. Mortal sins result in the spiritual death 
of the soul.  They are intentional and grave sins such as mur-
der, adultery, and fornication. If a person dies with a mortal 
sin on his soul he is lost forever. The remedy for a mortal sin 
is the sacrament of penance, which brings a person back into 
relationship with God. A venial sin is a lesser sin like slander, 
lying, and reviling that does not break fellowship with God or 
result in the soul being eternally separated from God, but 
penance is still required. This is a faulty view of salvation, in 
which justification is a process during which a person can 
commit certain sins that remove him from a relationship with 
God, while other sins do not sever that 
relationship. The biblical view, which 
we will take a closer look later on, is 
that at the moment a believer exercis-
es saving faith, the Christian is de-
clared righteous because of the imput-
ed righteousness of Christ as seen in 
Romans 4:3-5.  
 Luther began to criticize the theolo-
gy of indulgences in his sermons. Do-
minican John Tetzel was preaching 
throughout Germany on a fund-raising 
campaign to complete the construction 
of St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome. In ex-
change for a contribution, Tetzel 
boasted, he would provide donors with 
an indulgence that would even apply 

How Is Sinful Mankind Made Righteous? 
 

 There is apathy or even a negative attitude towards doc-
trine today in the visible church. Many Protestants ignore 
the fundamental beliefs of the Reformation, and some view 
Christianity as a means of social reform in our nation and 
don’t have any knowledge of church history and the Refor-
mation. Many professing Christians no longer consider the 
fundamental beliefs of the Reformation as relevant in our 
time. There is a need today to understand the vital necessity 
of sound doctrine and the importance of the Reformation.   
 Where there is a lack of sound doctrine and pure theolo-
gy being taught, the visible church will have people tossed 
about by every wind of doctrine, trying to have their felt 
needs met and getting their ears tickled. They proclaim a 
man-centered gospel, not a Christ-centered gospel. Today 
there are a plethora of prophets and teachers who claim to 
have extra revelation directly from God. Martin Luther was 
outraged by similar claims made by prophets in his day.  
 Thomas Aquinas (1224-1274), a monk in the thirteenth 
century, wrote his Summa Theologica, which means 
“Theological Summary”. Some theologians and philoso-
phers considered it a masterpiece. Aquinas wrote, “This 
saving grace comes to men exclusively through the channel 
of divinely appointed sacraments placed in the keeping of 
the church, the visible, organized Roman body, led by the 
pope.”
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 Aquinas held to the seven sacraments practiced by the 
Catholic Church: 1. baptism, 2. penance, 3. the Lord’s Sup-
per, 4. confirmation, 5. marriage 6. ordination, and 7. ex-
treme unction (last rights before death). By the late fifteenth 
and sixteenth centuries the gospel had been so perverted 
by the heretical teachings of the Catholic Church and it was 
in need of reformation.  
 The gospel had been buried under traditions of men. 
They broke from the Christian worship and added liturgy. 
Only the clergy were allowed to interpret the Bible. Relics 
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beyond the grave and free souls from purgatory.  He had a 
jingle that went: “As soon as the coin in the coffer rings, the 
soul from purgatory springs.” This was harmful and left the 
people with a false sense of security in their salvation; it did-
n’t remove guilt. The Vatican said that anyone who criticized 
indulgences was guilty of heresy which is punishable by 
death.   
 Because of the man-centered gospel, many today believe 
that it would not be fair if God were to punish the unjust if He 
is a loving God.  

 Is God Just in Salvation?  
 

Let us consider the biblical answer to that question.  
 

 1. All human beings deserve hell, not heaven. Since 
the fall of man, sin entered the world through Adam. Romans 
5:12: “Therefore, just as through one man sin entered into 
the world, and death through sin, and so death spread to all 
men, because all sinned.” We all deserve condemnation for 
our sin. That is justice. If God is just He couldn’t do anything 
other than send every human being to hell. If Christ had not 
gone to the cross to pay for our sins that is exactly where we 
would end up. It is by God’s grace and mercy that He provid-
ed a way of salvation through Christ alone.  
 2. If any individual is to be saved, it is only by God’s 
mercy which is different from His justice. Justice is what 
we deserve because of what we have done. Mercy has noth-
ing to do with what people have done but it is only in the will 
of God. Romans 9:15 quotes Exodus 33:19 where God says, 
“I will have mercy on whom I have mercy, and I will have 
compassion on whom I have compassion.” Our salvation is 
because of His mercy, not His justice.  
 3. If God saved people on the basis of something in 
them- faith, good works, or something else- this would be 
unjust, since people and their backgrounds are unequal. If 
God saved some people and not others on the basis of good 
works, which is what many people think, there would never 
be justice. It would be impossible to do anything that would 
be pleasing or acceptable to God. “There is none who does 
good” Romans 3:12.
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 At the time of the Reformation, man-made traditions had 
kept people in bondage. The Reformation brought to light the 
truths of Scripture and the heart of the gospel of Jesus 
Christ. Most today think this is not relevant, but we are still 
battling even today for the truth of the gospel and the Scrip-
ture. The gospel today is being watered down and the felt 
needs of people are more important than truth and obedi-
ence.  The reformers were upholding the five Solas which 
describe salvation by grace alone (Sola Gratia) received 
through faith alone (Sola Fide) in Christ alone (Solus 
Christus) as revealed in Scripture alone (Sola Scriptura) to 
the glory of God alone (Soli Deo Gloria). The Reformation 
called the church back to the gospel of these 5 Solas.   
 Now, let us consider briefly Grace Alone, Faith Alone and 
Christ Alone.  

Sola Gratia 
 

 First, we will briefly cover Sola Gratia, which is Grace 
Alone. Ephesians 2:5-8 gives us a vivid illustration of God’s 
gift of salvation by “grace alone” through “faith alone.” “But 
God. . . Even when we were dead in our trespasses, made 
us alive together with Christ, by grace you have been saved. 
That in the ages to come, He might show the exceeding rich-
es of His grace in His kindness towards us in Christ Jesus. 
For by grace are you saved [rescued, delivered, preserved] 
through faith, and that not of yourselves, it is a gift of God, 
not works, lest anyone should boast.”  

 What is grace? It is God’s divine influence on man’s heart 
and its reflection in the life of man.  Grace is used more than 
150 times in the Bible. It is how we receive every spiritual 
and physical benefit. Unbelievers sometimes benefit from 
God’s grace which is called “common grace” because it is 
common to all mankind. Common grace is over all creation, 
for example, the sun, rain, and things that God provides for 
in His creation.  
 Christians, however, receive a greater grace. God’s 
grace is inexhaustible. It is the all-sufficient provisions of Je-
sus Christ. 2 Corinthians 12:9: “My grace is sufficient for you, 
for power is perfected in weakness.” We are saved by grace, 
as we have already seen. Grace upholds our salvation, gives 
us victory in temptation and helps us to endure suffering and 
pain. God’s grace is applied to the believer in regeneration 
and throughout the sanctification of the believer. It enables 
us to pray and serve the Lord. It truly is all-sufficient grace. 
Christ is “full of grace” (John 1:14), and, “of His fullness we 
have all received grace upon grace” (John 1:16). It is literally 
one grace upon another grace which is ours each day and 
sufficient for every need. 2 Peter 1:2 says, “May grace and 
peace be with you in fullest measure.” 
 According to the Council of Trent in 1545, in response to 
the Reformation, the Catholic Church affirmed their version 
of the doctrine of justification. Cannon 30 states, “If anyone 
says that after the reception of grace of justification the 
guilt is so remitted and the debt of eternal punishment 
so blotted out to every repentant sinner, that no debt of 
temporal punishment remains to be discharged either in 
this world or in purgatory before the gates of heaven 
can be opened, let him be anathema [let him be curs-
ed].” 
 That is the official teaching of the Catholic Church still 
maintained today. They state, “Hence, to those who work 
well unto the end and trust in God, eternal life is to be 
offered, both as a grace mercifully promised to the sons 
of God through Christ Jesus, and as a reward promised 
by God Himself, to be faithfully given to their good 
works and merits.” Salvation in the Catholic system is 
something you “earn by works which have been done in 
God.” Grace alone does not fully satisfy without further pun-
ishment for our sins supposedly carried out in an added doc-
trine of purgatory. Romans 11:6 states, “But if it is by grace, 
it is no longer on the basis of works; otherwise grace would 
no longer be grace.” Grace cannot be grace if it is mixed with 
works. Grace is a gift of God. Romans 8:1: “There is now no 
condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.” There is 
no longer eternal punishment for the sins of those in Christ.  
Some say that the Second Vatican Council brought Evangel-
icals and Catholics closer together but the Catholic Church 
only changed some of their methods and not their errors re-
garding salvation. 

 

Sola Fide 
 

 Now we will look at Sola Fide which is Faith Alone. Salva-
tion and justification by faith apart from works began in the 
Old Testament.   
 It says in Romans 4:3-5, “For what does the scripture 
say? ‘Abraham believed God, and it was credited [some ver-
sions say accounted or imputed] to him as righteousness’” 
Gen 15:6. Now to the one who works, his wage is not credit-
ed as a favor, but as what is due.  But to the one who does 
not work, but believes in Him who justifies the ungodly, his 
faith is credited as righteousness,…” 
How was Abraham made righteous? 

Continued on page 7 



  

Sunday 
School  
begins  

at 9:30 a.m. 

4 Years Old through Third Grade - Melody Lynch and Jenny Stevens 
 The 4 years old through third grade class has been growing! We are excited that 
so many kids have been coming to Sunday school. One Sunday we had 12 kids in 
our little corner. The kids are looking forward to having a classroom with tables and 
chairs! We are currently studying the life of Christ in Matthew. We are looking at 
many of His miracles and how they prove that Jesus is the Messiah the people had 
been waiting for. 
 Taryn Osman has been teaching in Jenny's stead and we are thrilled to have her. 

Greetings to you from the Tenerife missionary team.... the MINISTRY PACE has been mucho rapido during No-
vember...here are some news flashes... 
Nov 3, Fri. - youth activity at 6:30 and preaching circle at 8:30 with about 25 participants from the Santa Ursula church and 
a like-minded church in neighboring Orotava 
Nov 4, Sat. - biblical counseling class 
Nov 5, Sun. - young married couples meal at the Belches’ (pre-Thanksgiving turkey for 18) 
Nov 11, Sat. - men's breakfast, ladies’ lunch at Natalie's, seminar on theological systems (all of these taking advantage of a 
visit by Nathan and Julie Thiry from Spokane) 
Nov 17-19 - Natalie with Federation of Churches youth leaders’ retreat 
Nov 21, Tue. - Kinball sports activity at a high school nearby, an opportunity to connect with students and teachers 
Nov 23-24 - Lois in Italy to help her sister Carmen with Thanksgiving outreach meals, 80 on Thursday and 90 on Friday 
Nov 25, Sat. - youth recreational activity with several churches 
Nov 25, Sat. - biblical counseling class 
November regular church activities - preaching, small group Bible study, discipleship, youth meetings, hospital visits, hospi-
tality.  And then came packing to move out of our rented apartment...And getting ready to leave for home assignment… 
 

And after 18 hours of AIR TRAVEL, we are greeted by our children and grandchildren in Spokane on Nov 30. 
So ends a 4-year term in Tenerife and so begins a 3-month home assignment in the US. We plan to be in the Spokane area 
until mid January, then Lord willing we embark on a 9-week road trip to visit many supporters and friends until mid March. 
Our plans are to return to Tenerife in late March for 3 final months of ministry prior to RETIREMENT. 
 

 Please pray for the Belches as we reconnect with family, friends, and supporters... 

 Please pray for the Albrechts and Velasquez as they lead many activities in the Adeje church... 

 Please pray for Luis, Jorge, and Orenay as they lead the 
Santa Ursula church... 

 Please pray for the process of preparing for David Crespo 
and his family to come from Venezuela to Tenerife to join 
the  Santa Ursula church pastoral team (Lord willing by 
June 2018)... 

 Pray for Natalie as she remains in Santa Ursula, coordinates 
the youth activities, disciples many ladies and teens, trusts 
the  Lord for the renewal of her residency status in 
Spain… 

 
 
Thank you for praying.... 
 

Dave and Lois 
TEAM in Tenerife 



 >>>Garden of Readin’ 

 Women’s Ministry <<< 

>>>Cocolalla Lake Bible Camp  
Please visit the camp website at clbcamp.org for more details. 

Please contact Jenny Leo (610-2520) about donations or any library-related matter. 

NURSERY MINISTRY 
If you would like to be involved in the 
nursery during worship service about once 
every 6 weeks, please contact Kris Bryan 
at 208-495-4098. 

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY UPDATE: 
The Women’s Bible Studies are on winter break for now. 
However, if you would like to join when they start 
again after the holidays, please contact Marcia Whetsel 
or Diane Carlson for details. 

- Looking ahead -  

LADIES’ RETREAT  
April 27-28 

 

Would you like to help out?  Cur-
rently looking for someone willing to 
plan/teach a craft, lead music, and 
more!  Contact a member of the 
Women’s Ministry Team - Marcia 

Whetsel, Diane Carlson, Jan Hatcher or Lisa Slippy . 

2018  
January 13-15  
Registration at 2:00 p.m. 
For: Ages 13 and up  
Winter games, food relay, and sledding (not to mention good food, fellowship and Bible 
teaching).  What more needs to be said?! For details call 208-263-3912 .  
 

A Call to Discipleship 
by Susan Heck 

 

Mature Christian women have much to offer their younger Christian sisters, most 

of it by their faithful study of Scripture, but also by simply having lived through 

the daily challenges of being wives, mothers, and women of faith in our society 

today. This book defines Christian discipleship and outlines what, where, when 

and how to put it into practice. Susan Heck has been our ladies’ retreat speaker in 

recent years.  



 
 
 
 

Student Ministries <<< 

>>>Kootenai Thunder 

For the most current information, please check our website and Facebook page.   

kootenaithunder.com 

SCHOLARSHIP 
 DONATIONS:  
We have started a 
scholarship fund for 
families that are unable 
to afford the player fee. 
If you would like to do-
nate specifically to that, 
contact Diedre Osman. 

FREQUENTLY ASKED  
QUESTIONS 

 
Q: When are the games?     
A: Check the calendar found 

on the web page at 
www.kootenaithunder.com 
 
Q: What special events are 
coming up? 
A:    Follow Kootenai Thun-
der on Facebook! 

10  Youth Group at Kimbers’ home 7-9 p.m. 
15  Girls’ Bible Study 7:30-9 p.m. 
24  Youth Group at Juneaus’ home 7-9 p.m. 
29  Girls’ Bible Study 7:30-9 p.m. 

For you have need of 
endurance, so that 

when you have done 
the will of God you 

may receive what is 
promised.   

Hebrews 10:36 



>>>Building Update 
 

 

>>>Kootenai Classifieds  

Science in a Nutshell – Science experiment kits 
for early- to mid-elementary grades. Four kits 
available: Weather Wise, Body Basics, A Peek 
Inside You, Energy in Motion. Enough supplies for 
2 students in each kit. $20 each. Contact Diedre 
at 208-610-4542.  

Church News <<< 

Firewood:  
Call John 

Kinne, (208) 
290-4359. 

 

—

Saturday, Jan. 13 
At the Osman home 

 

It is so exciting to 
see many new faces 
at KCC.  If you have 
questions about the 
church, what we be-
lieve, or want to be a 
member, this is for 

you!  Please RSVP to Pastor Jim. 

Fresh eggs for sale 
 

$3.00 a dozen. They are fed 
Woods non GMO mega lay-
er. Contact Dave or Melody 
Lynch. (208)217-1743, 
(208) 217-1745 

EMERGENCY EMAIL LIST 
 

Winter is here and if you would like to be on 
the emergency email list, please talk to Mar-
cia. Last winter we had to cancel service at the 
last minute due to snow. You would receive 
an email letting you know of cancellations. 

 This month we had some more work done by the electricians 
on the lights. Currently things are a bit slow as we wait for the 
lighting fixtures for the sanctuary to arrive. We are also waiting 
for the insulation to be delivered. After the holiday season, we 
shall return in earnest to work! 



fied?  In contrast to the Roman Catholic position of grace 
and faith plus works, indulgences and purgatory, salvation 
comes through grace alone by faith alone based on the work 
of Christ alone. Though our good works result from our sal-
vation, they are not the basis of it. Rome has always main-
tained that salvation is based upon grace and the work of 
Christ through faith.  The Council of Trent called faith the 
initiation, or foundation, and root of justification.  
 

Solus Christus 
 

We have looked at our salvation through “Grace Alone” and 
“Faith Alone” and now we are going to see that it is also 
through “Christ Alone”.  John 14:6: “I am the way, and the 
truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but through 
me.” Jesus Christ is the only way to salvation and deliver-
ance from our sins and the penalty for our sin. And it says in 
Acts 4:12, “And there is salvation in no one else; for there is 
no other name under heaven that has been given among 
men by which we must be saved.” Throughout church history 
many religious cults and many false teachers have tried to 
present different religious forms that have led people astray 
from the true gospel of Jesus Christ and salvation by grace 
alone, faith alone, through Christ and the Scriptures alone. 
These things were the essence of the Reformation. 
 If our salvation is by faith alone and in Christ alone and 
not of ourselves, then how are we justified? Romans 3:21-
24: “But now apart from the Law the righteousness of God 
has been manifested, being witnessed by the Law and the 
Prophets, even the righteousness of God through faith in 
Jesus Christ for all those who believe; for there is no distinc-
tion; for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 
being justified as a gift by His grace through the redemption 
which is in Christ Jesus.” 
 Justification is the only solution for our sins. We are dead 
in our trespasses and sins until Christ reaches down and 
justifies us through His grace. The word “justification” comes 
from the Greek word “dikaiosis” which denotes the act of pro-
nouncing righteous acquittal, to establish a person as just.
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 In what sense do we become righteous? We don’t be-
come righteous for our comfort or glory but for His glory. We 
become “the righteousness of God” by imputation, through 
our union with Christ. The word impute (logidzomi

4
) means 

“to reckon or put to one’s account.” 
 Romans 4:11b:  “That he [Abraham] might be the father of 
all those that believe, though they are uncircumcised, that 
righteousness might be imputed to them also” [It reads 
“imputed” in the KJV and NKV but the NASB and NIV use 
the word “credited.”].  Verses 22-25 say, “And therefore it 
was accounted to him for righteousness. Now it was not writ-
ten for his sake alone (speaking of Abraham) that it was im-
puted to him, but also for us. It shall be imputed to us who 
believe in Him who raised up Jesus our Lord from the dead, 
who was delivered up because of our offenses, and was 
raised because of our justification.” 
 The believers’ sins are imputed (reckoned or credited) to 
Christ, and He pays the penalty for our sins in full. His right-
eousness is then imputed to us. Imputed means “placed to 
our account.”  This imputed righteousness is the sole ground 
of the sinner’s justification. God accepts sinners not because 
of something good in us. Our good works contribute nothing 
at all to our righteous standing, as it says in Isaiah 64:6, “And 
all our righteous deeds are like a filthy garment”.  
God accepts only perfection, which does not exist in man-
kind, except in Christ alone. We are united with Christ 

Continued on page 8 

Romans 4:9b-11 answers, “For we say, ‘FAITH WAS CREDIT-
ED TO ABRHAM AS RIGHTEOUSNESSNESS.’ How then 
was it credited? While he was circumcised or uncircumcised? 
Not while circumcised, but while uncircumcised; and he re-
ceived the sign of circumcision, a seal of the righteousness of 
faith which he had while uncircumcised, so that he might be 
the father of all those who believe, without being circumcised, 
that righteousness might be credited to them” [or some ver-
sions use imputed to them]. 
 Circumcision was the “sign of the covenant” between God 
and Abraham, which would identify the circumcised as belong-
ing to the ethnic lineage of Abraham, which is found in Gene-
sis 17:1-14. 
 In this text the apostle Paul cites Abraham who is the 
“Father of all who believe” which we just read in Romans 4:11. 
Abram was his first name which means “exalted father.” God 
gave Abram the name Abraham in Genesis 17:5, which means 
“the father of many nations.” This promise was to be fulfilled in 
a twofold manner. First, from the loins of Abraham would come 
many multitudes of people, both Jews and Arabs alike. The 
nation of Israel and the Arab nation would be Abraham’s off-
spring. The first born of Abraham was Ismael was who was the 
son of Hagar, Sarai’s Egyptian handmaid. This is recorded in 
Gen. 16:1.  A covenant child had been promised, but Ismael, 
who was born of Abraham and Hagar, was not the promised 
covenant child. It was Isaac who would be the child of the ev-
erlasting covenant (Gen 17:19) who was born of Abraham and 
Sarah.  
 Second, Abraham was not just a physical father of his off-
spring but he would be the spiritual father “of all who believe.” 
Galatians 3: 6-8 says, “Even so Abraham BELIEVED GOD, 
AND IT WAS RECKONED TO HIM AS RIGHTEOUSNESS. 
Therefore, be sure that it is those who are of faith who are the 
sons of Abraham. The Scripture, foreseeing that God would 
justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel beforehand to 
Abraham, saying, ‘ALL THE NATIONS WILL BE BLESSED IN 
YOU.’” 
 Abraham was used of God to be an example of 
“justification by faith.” So, Abraham was the Old Testament 
Patriarch whom God used as the standard-bearer of salvation 
by grace alone through faith alone. One might ask at this point, 
“How do we get the understanding of salvation by ‘grace 
alone’ and ‘faith alone?’ Doesn’t man make the decision to 
choose to turn to God for salvation?” That is a very common 
question that is brought up in this discussion. That argument 
has persisted since the third century of the New Testament 
church. Pelagius argued against the depravity of man and 
claimed that man, independent of God, had free will to choose. 
This has been debated and discussed ever since and was vig-
orously opposed beginning with Augustine. The author of He-
brews defines Jesus as the “author and finisher of our 
faith” (Hebrews 12:2).  
 The essence of man’s deadness spiritually in Ephesians 
2:1,5 and Romans 3;23, would prohibit mankind from obeying 
God’s will to repent and follow God. You cannot be partially 
dead. If you are dead, you are dead. Man in his depravity, 
which we see every day in the news, can only choose to sin 
apart from God’s intervention and regeneration.  
 The Reformation sought to preserve the purity of sound 
doctrine and the sanctity of the gospel. The Reformers suf-
fered great persecution and some were martyred for the sake 
of Christ and His Word, as well as for exposing heresy, false 
doctrine, and false teachers.  
 We have considered Abraham as being the first example in 
Scripture to exercise justification by faith. How are we justi-
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“through faith” and therefore we 
are “in Christ” and then God blesses us on that basis. This is 
the only way a person can be right with God. The faith es-
sential for salvation is not a mental assent to the body of 
truth contained in the gospel. It is a wholehearted belief and 
trust in Who Jesus Christ is and what He as done on behalf 
of those who place their faith in Him for forgiveness of sin 
and salvation.   
 Essential to the biblical doctrine of justification and to the 
Reformation doctrine of Sola Gratia, Sola Fide, and Solus 
Christus, is the concept of the imputation of the righteous-
ness of Christ to the believer. Historically, Rome has always 
contended that the basis of justification is the righteousness 
of Christ, but it’s also a righteousness that is infused into the 
believer rather than imputed to him. This means that we 
need to cooperate with the work of God and only to the ex-
tent that Christ’s righteousness is in the believer that God 
declares that person justified.  In Christianity, we are justified 
on the basis of Christ’s righteousness imputed to us.  
 Without the imputation of righteousness, the gospel isn’t 
Good News because we would never know how if we are in 
right standing before God.  
 These are two mutually exclusive views of justification. 
Rome believes in an “infused righteousness” which depends 
on the personal obedience of the believer. Scripture teaches 
the need for “imputed righteousness” by which Christ’s fin-
ished work is credited to our account. The reformers be-
lieved, as we do, that we are justified by faith alone because 
only faith receives and rests upon the imputed righteousness 
of Christ alone and appropriates His righteousness as our 
sole grounds of our acceptance by God.  
 
 

Continued from page 7 Conclusion 
 

The Christian Gospel or the Good News is that salvation 
comes by God’s grace alone, through faith alone, based on 
the work of Christ alone. Good works are a result of our sal-
vation, not the cause of it. It is a fruit of justification, not the 
root of it. If we do not base our salvation on Christ’s finished 
work alone, then how do we know when we have earned 
enough good works to merit God’s favor and eternal life? 
 This turns the Good News of the gospel into “Bad News” 
because we never have assurance.  Our salvation can’t be 
based on works but because we are justified through faith in 
Christ alone.  Some view grace in such a way that they have 
taken it as a license to sin. The antinomians, who were anti-
law or against the law, said that if “grace abounds then we 
can continue in our sin” (Romans 5:20).  But Paul answered 
them and said, “May it never be,” which expressed outrage. 
Professing Christians who fail to make progress in holiness 
and continue to walk in unrighteousness do not have saving 
faith. Some even today view grace this way. They have 
viewed grace as license instead of understanding that the 
grace Christ extends to us is not only sufficient for our salva-
tion but continues on in our sanctification or growth process. 
God gives us the grace daily to obey His Word and there is 
never a lack of sufficiency of God’s grace in the believer. 
Justification, sanctification and glorification are all of God, 
from start to completion. Jesus Christ is the author and fin-
isher of our faith. And to Him be Soli Deo Gloria. To God be 
the glory! 
 
______________________ 
1Church History, Bruce Shelly Pg. 202 
2Doctrines of Grace, James Montgomery Boice, Pg. 107 
3The Expanded Vines Expository Dictionary, Justification, Pg.  614 
4Ibid, Imputed, Pg. 582 


