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Ladies’ Christmas Tea
Girls’ Prayer Partner Cookie Decorating
Student Ministries Shopping Trip
Christmas Program
Student Ministries Christmas Party
See Christmas Eve schedule on p. 6

Expounding the Scriptures, Exhorting the Saints,
Exalting the Savior

The Reformation
Bondage of the Will
By Dave Rich, Pastor/Teacher

Introduction
The Grand Turning Point of the Cause

"In this, moreover, I give you great praise, and proclaim it—you alone in preeminent distinction from all
others, have entered upon the thing itself; that is, the
grand turning point of the cause; and have not wearied
me with those irrelevant points about popery, purgatory, indulgences, and other like baubles, rather than
causes, with which all have hitherto tried to hunt me
down, though in vain! You, and you alone saw, what
was the grand hinge upon which the whole turned, and
therefore you attacked the vital part at once; for which,
from my heart, I thank you. For in this kind of discussion I willingly engage…"1
These are the words of Martin Luther in his De Servo Arbitrio, translated as "On Un-free Will," or, "On the
Bondage of the Will" to Desiderius Erasmus, as a response to Erasmus' On Free Will, wherein Erasmus
had defended his concept of the free will of man, particularly in faith, in salvation. Erasmus defended the
idea that the human will is not subject to the sovereignty of God. For Erasmus, the will is totally free in
the sense that there is no influence over it at all, by
anything or anyone. This from Erasmus: "By freedom
of the will we understand in this connection the power
of the human will whereby man can apply to or turn
away from that which leads to eternal salvation."2
Note that it is the “power to apply to or turn away from
that which leads into eternal salvation.” To Erasmus,
the will of the unregenerate man is able to turn to God,

and the will of the unregenerate man is able to fully resist the gospel, whether or not we might call a person
elect or non-elect.
This is the essence of the concept of what we'll call
libertarian free will. This use of the word "libertarian"
has no relationship to libertarianism as a political movement or party. Libertarian as it applies to the human will
is the idea that human beings make decisions without
any sort of determinism. Choices are absolutely free in
the sense that they are not determined by anything outside of the will itself.
If people have free will in the libertarian sense, then
God exercises no control, no influence, and is not sovereign over the decisions of human beings. Human beings would be the sovereigns—we would each be the
sole determiners of our decisions. God could assert no
control and no influence—even at the point of conversion.
Luther, on the other hand, argued that people have
free will in a compatibilist sense—as far as we know,
we are free to do as we please, but God works through
our preferences and constrains our
mind in such a way that our choices are aligned or “made compatible” with His will of decree - His will
of purpose. We will always do what
He has decreed in eternity past.
We do it freely, without being
forced or compelled by God, yet it
is always directed by, governed by,
and caused by the sovereign hand
of God. Proverbs 21:1 says, "The
king's heart is like channels of water in the hand of the Lord; He
turns it wherever He wishes." Likewise, Proverbs 16:9 says, "The
Continued on page 2

mind of man plans his way, but the Lord directs his
steps."
For Luther, then, the doctrine of God's sovereignty—
God's control—over the will of man, was central to the
"cause"—the Reformation itself. God's sovereignty over
the will, especially God's sovereignty in the salvation of
man, is "the grand turning point of the cause" and the
"grand hinge upon which the whole turned" and the
"vital part" of the theological and practical reforms that
Luther and others embarked upon. This doctrine is, in
fact, essential to a consistent and orthodox understanding of the gospel and of many of the essential attributes
of God.
A Brief Outline

In this article, we're going to see the biblical, compatibilist view of the human will and the sovereignty of
God in salvation and some implications of that truth by
briefly looking at 1 Peter 1:3. We'll then look at a competing view of the human will, libertarianism, as it was
and is applied in Roman Catholicism, in the Arminian
Remonstrance, and in the Socinian heresy. The goal is
for all of us to understand the biblical view of God's
sovereignty, that we may offer Him the gratitude and
the glory that is His due AND so we can avoid adding
anything to grace as we realize that salvation is entirely
from God.
We will be looking at 1 Peter 1:3 and the phrase “He
has caused us to be born again."
This passage speaks of being born again, or what
we call “regeneration.” What is regeneration? It's a
work of God that makes us alive spiritually, moves us
from spiritual death to spiritual life.
Ephesians 2:1 and Colossians 2:13 tell us that, before regeneration, we are dead in our trespasses and
sins. This is obviously not a reference to being physically dead, but spiritually dead. What does it mean to
be physically dead? What is a good definition of physical death? One good sign of physical death is an inability to respond to physical stimuli—a dead body doesn't
respond to light, to sound, to being touched or poked.
In the same way, a spiritually dead person is unable to
respond to spiritual stimuli, like the gospel. The gospel
calls to the spirit of a person, calls to repentance and
faith. But the spiritually dead CANNOT respond. Spiritual death implies inability, not frail ability. We are not
called spiritually comatose or spiritually sick or spiritually injured, but spiritually dead. This is what we refer to
as total inability, total depravity, or radical depravity.
Mankind is totally incapable of responding positively to
God.
Romans 8:8 says, "Those who are in the flesh cannot please God."
1 Corinthians 2:14 says, "But a natural man does not
accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually appraised."
This is the state of man prior to regeneration—totally
depraved, totally unable to respond to the gospel. The

natural man cannot will to do anything truly good. We
must first be made alive spiritually so we become able
to respond to God. God graciously makes alive each
and every individual whom He has chosen in eternity
past to be made holy and blameless in His sight.
God Has Caused Us to be Born Again
We can mean nothing more or less by the term "will"
than the entire spiritual aspect of a human being. The
human will is the human spirit, and that will was dead
in trespasses and sins, unable to respond to the gospel, unable to move Godward at all. Luther says of free
will, "If we do not like to leave out this term altogether
(which would be most safe, and also most religious) we
may, nevertheless, with a good conscience teach, that
it be used so far as to allow man a ‘Free-will,’ not in
respect of those which are above him, but in respect
only of those things which are below him; that is, he
may be allowed to know, that he has, as to his goods
and possessions the right of using, acting, and omitting, according to his ‘Free-will;’ although, at the same
time, that same ‘Free-will’ is overruled by the Free-will
of God alone, just as He pleases: but that, Godward,
or in things which pertain unto salvation or damnation,
he has no ‘Free-will,’ but is a captive, slave, and servant, either to the will of God, or to the will of Satan."3
John Calvin said, "When the will is enchained as the
slave of sin, it cannot make a movement toward goodness, far less steadily pursue it. Every such movement
is the first step in that conversion to God, which in
Scripture is entirely ascribed to divine grace."
Prior to regeneration, then, the human will is dead
and helpless. It is free to do as it pleases, but subject
to the sovereign hand of God and capable of doing only what is consistent with its unregenerate, reprobate
sin nature. We must be born again in order to see the
kingdom of God. We need that first step in our rescue
to come from God: His gracious quickening and awakening to the gospel. Is this a free will?
John Calvin said, "In this way, then, man is said to
have free will, not because he has a free choice of
good and evil, but because he acts voluntarily, and not
by compulsion. This is perfectly true: but why should
so small a matter have been dignified with so proud a
title?"5
The unregenerate human will is free in the sense
that it does as it pleases, but not free from slavery to
sin, and no man's will is ever free from the sovereign
hand of God.
So that's what it means to be born again. We needed to be born again, and God caused us to be born
again because we were otherwise dead in our sins and
completely unable, in our own ability, to turn to Him.
God Has Caused Us to be Born Again
He has caused us to be born again.
caused this—this was caused by

God has

Continued on page 7

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL celebrated the 500 year anniversary of

Sunday
School
begins
at 9:30 a.m.

the accepted start of the Reformation by working through R.C. Sproul's fine
series on the same during the month of October .

Please
note:
there
WILL be
Sunday
School on
Christmas
Eve.

Cornel Rasor and Jess Whetsel continue to tag-team 1 Corinthians (Cornel)
and Philippians (Jess). On November 12, Cornel started 1 Corinthians 13, the
most popular chapter accessed online and of which it has been said that you
can get a spiritual tan from the warmth it brings. In a time when our society
and the world has nothing to hope for, the apostle Paul gives us the book of
Philippians which points us to the one true source of our joy and peace in
Christ. Join us as we continue through this great epistle.

“Every Christian here is either a missionary or an impostor.”
“If Jesus is precious to you, you will not be able to keep your good news to yourself.
You will be whispering it into your child’s ear. You will be telling it to your husband.
You will be earnestly imparting it to your friend. Without the charms of eloquence you
will be more than eloquent: your heart will speak, and your eyes will flash as you talk of
His sweet love.
Every Christian here is either a missionary or an impostor. Recollect that. You either try
to spread abroad the kingdom of Christ, or else you do not love Him at all. It cannot be that there is a high appreciation of Jesus and a totally silent tongue about Him. Of course I do not mean by that, that those who use
the pen are silent: they are not. And those who help others to use the tongue, or spread that which others have
written, are doing their part well: but that man who says, ‘I believe in Jesus,’ but does not think enough of Jesus ever to tell another about Him, by mouth, or pen, or tract, is an impostor.
You are either doing good, or you are not good yourself. If thou knowest Christ, thou art as one that has found
honey. Thou wilt call others to taste of it. Thou art like the lepers who found the food which the Syrians had
cast away: thou wilt go to Samaria and tell the hungry crowd that thou hast found Jesus, and art anxious that
they should find Him too. Be wise in your generation, and speak of Him in fitting ways and at fitting times,
and so in every place proclaim the fact that Jesus is most precious to your soul.”
–Charles H. Spurgeon, “A Sermon and a Reminiscence,” Sword and the Trowel (March 1873)

Christmas can be a difficult time for missionaries away from home and family. Please
consider writing them a note of encouragement!
Dave and Lois Belch
Email: dlbelch@telefonica.net

Chris and Debbie Klynstra
Email: cklynstra@maf.org

Gordon and Nancy Hunt
Email: gordie_hunt@ntm.org

Bruce and Lynda Morrock
Email: bamlam@yahoo.com

Marty and Jeanette Windle
Email: martyandjeanette@gmail.com

Nick and Tracy Brothers
Email: theranch@crossbarx.org

>>>Garden of Readin’
The New City Catechism

52 Questions & Answers for Our Hearts & Minds
Throughout the history of the church, Christians have used catechisms—collections of
questions and answers—to teach others the core doctrines of the faith. The New City
Catechism is a modern-day resource aimed at reintroducing this ancient method of
teaching to Christians today. This short book lays out 52 questions and answers related
to God, human nature, sin, Christ, the Holy Spirit, and more. It’s a good tool for teaching the core doctrines of Christianity to children and adults alike.
Please contact Jenny Leo (610-2520) about donations or any library-related matter.

Women’s Ministry <<<
Ladies’ Christmas Tea
Saturday, Dec. 2
1:00p.m.—4:00 p.m.

*All ladies are invited to come for a time of
fellowship, a devotional, food and a fun gift
exchange.
*Please bring a wrapped, Christmas-themed gift
for exchange.
*It is at Lisa Slippy’s home, 157 Bobtail Rd.,
Sandpoint.
*No childcare provided. Nursing babies are
welcome.
SECRET PRAYER SISTERS: We will reveal our Secret Prayer Sisters and choose new ones for
the next year. If you cannot attend and would still like to participate, please fill out the
Secret Prayer Sister form which will come to you in the mail and return it to Tammie
Shields. Extra forms available.

Partners in Prayer
Ladies and Teen Girls
Cookie decorating event!
Please mark December
15 on your calendars for a
cookie decorating get-together. Contact
Rachel Gordon, 303-746-2565
or gordon.flute@gmail.com, to RSVP and
for directions and for more details.

- Looking ahead LADIES’ RETREAT April 27-28
Would you like to help out? Currently looking for
someone willing to plan/teach a craft, lead music, and
more! Contact Lisa Slippy or Marcia Whetsel.

The Word became flesh and made
his dwelling among us. We have
seen his glory, the glory of the
one and only Son, who came from
the Father, full of grace and truth.
John 1:14

Christmas Program

Sunday, December 17, 1:15 p.m.
We are looking for performers of all ages. Please contact
Diedre Osman if you would like to participate. A school-age
choir will perform one song. If you
would like to join the choir, please
let Diedre know. Practices will be
after church Nov. 26, Dec. 3,
and Dec. 10.

Student Ministries <<<
2017 Christmas Party!

December Dates!
4 Girls’ Bible Study @ McArthurs’, 7:30-9 p.m.
13 Youth Group @ Curries’, 7-9 p.m.
~ 305 Spokane St., Kootenai
15 Girls’ Prayer Partners Cookie Decorating
16 Shopping Trip!
18 Girls’ Bible Study @ McArthurs’, 7:30-9p.m.
22 Christmas Party @ Hills’!
27 Youth Group @ Smiths’, 7-9 p.m.
~ 363 Vedelwood Dr., Sandpoint

Christmas Shopping Trip!
Saturday, Dec. 16
We will go to the Spokane Valley Mall

The Hill Family will be hosting
this year’s Christmas party on
Dec 22. More information in
the Student Ministries December
newsletter.
See
you
there!

Cookies!!!

The girls participating in Partners in
Prayer will have a chance for fellowship
and decorating cookies on December 15!
Save the date and be on the lookout for
more information.

for the day. Look for details soon!

>>>Kootenai Thunder
kootenaithunder.com
For the most current information, please check our website and Facebook page.

BASKETBALL HAS BEGUN! Practices are underway for boys varsity and JV, and
girls varsity teams. If you are in grades 7-12 and interested in playing, contact Tracy
Jensen now! Volunteers are needed to help with coaching and team organization. It’s fun for all! Watch the website calendar for upcoming games.

FALL SPORTS
SEASON RESULTS!!

Thunder volleyball teams finished up their season with
some trophies!

VOLLEYBALL
JUNIOR GIRLS: took 2nd place.
JV GIRLS: took 1st place.
VARSITY GIRLS: took home 2nd place in the
tournament after some great games. They
ended the regular season in 2nd place having
a record of 12-2 in league play.
SOCCER
Thunder soccer team ended their season with
a record of 4-8 and went into tournament in
5th place. They played well and ended up
taking 4th in the tournament.

>>>Building Update
We have done a rush of work in the last month. After we got the room behind the stage drywalled, Dan Osborn taped and textured the drywall. It is ready for paint. Charlie LaDuca, our ceiling installer, got the grid
work done in the sanctuary. He also cut all the tiles around the exterior. He will probably start the ceiling in
the room behind the stage in December.
Hatcher Enterprises started on our parking lot. We were praying for dry weather so we could do the necessary excavation to remove dirt before putting down road fabric and hauling in rock. It looks as if we were 12 days short of the dry and cooperative weather that we needed. They got much of the parking lot cut down
to grade, but the rain came before they could finish that work. Unless we have an unusually dry winter, we are going to have to wait until spring to finish that work.
In the meantime, we will continue working on the inside to get it ready for occupancy.
Hopefully, when spring arrives, the parking lot will be the last job to finish before we
can move in.

Church News <<<

Christmas Eve
Schedule
12/24

9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:45 a.m. Church Service
6:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Service
Christmas Eve is on a Sunday so we will have
a regular Sunday School and Worship Service, and we will also have a Christmas Eve
Service at 6:00 p.m.

Christmas
Donations
for the Mission: There

are some urgent needs, as
Christmas is right around
the corner. The food is
being donated to the Bonner Gospel Mission. If you
can pick up an extra item
for people in need or have
something in your cupboard you can donate, it would be appreciated. You may drop
off you donations in the bin at the back of the gym.

MEAL MINISTRY
Our church is a body, and we help one another as
needs arise. One practical way we do this is through
the Meal Ministry. Andrea Kinne organizes meals to
be delivered for new mothers and for those who have
had surgery. Please call her at 265-0102.

NURSERY MINISTRY
If you would like to be involved in the nursery during worship service about once every 6 weeks, please contact
Kris Bryan at 208-495-4098.

>>>Kootenai Classifieds
Firewood:
Call John
Kinne, (208)
290-4359.

Science in a Nutshell – Science experiment
kits for early- to mid-elementary grades. Four
kits available: Weather Wise, Body Basics, A
Peek Inside You, Energy in Motion. Enough
supplies for 2 students in each kit. $20 each.
Contact Diedre at 208-610-4542.

Books Available
Selling the Stairway to Heaven, Truth or Territory, and Pro$perity of the Wicked are available in print. These books by Pastor Jim Osman
are available both on the church website and
Amazon.com. ALL THE PROCEEDS FROM
THE SALE OF THE BOOKS GO TO THE
BUILDING FUND.

God, not by the human will. Or do you have an Arminian
Bible in your hands today—one that says, "Blessed be
you who according to your own great and powerful free
will caused you to be born again"? No! God worked this
rescue. It is God who caused us to be born again.
And why? Because of His great mercy, because of
His purpose in election, because of His foreknowledge,
His foreordination, His eternal decree. In eternity past,
He has chosen a people for Himself, individuals with
names written in the book of life, permanently, never to
be blotted out. All men are completely helpless and
hopeless and need a rescue, need salvation, and He has
graciously, mercifully chosen some for His family. These
are His elect. In time, He effects the rescue by first regenerating His sheep, first changing the minds and
hearts and affections, giving us an understanding of our
sin and a righteous fear of God, that we might realize our
need for a Savior and desire to commit our lives to the
Savior. The thief on the cross goes from mocking Christ
to defending Him and seeking His favor. Paul is changed
in a moment on the road to Damascus. God has caused
us to be born again. "Salvation is from the Lord" Jonah
2:9.
God Has Caused Us to be Born Again
He has caused us to be born again. Now, understand
this—He has caused it, as He causes all things! The
Scripture is explicit and unequivocal on the sovereignty
of God in all things. Psalm 136:5: "Whatever the Lord
pleases, He does, in heaven and in earth, in the seas
and in all deeps." If it happens, He does it. Here, the Holy Spirit tells us explicitly, He has caused us to be born
again. He didn't encourage it, didn't make it possible, didn't permit it, didn't give some sort of spark of life, or seed
of righteousness, or whatever—He caused us to be
"born again to a living hope through the resurrection of
Jesus Christ from the dead, to obtain an inheritance
which is imperishable and undefiled and will not fade
away, reserved in heaven for you, who are protected by
the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be
revealed in the last time."
He has caused all of this, all of the hope of Heaven,
all of eternal life, all of it. He has caused our salvation. It
doesn't say he cooperated in it, hoped for it, wanted it,
suggested it - He caused it. This cannot be interpreted
away as something God does partially, cooperatively,
synergistically. He has caused us to be born again. 1
Timothy 1:15: "Christ Jesus came into the world to save
sinners, among whom I am foremost of all." He didn't
come to make salvation possible for the human being to
accept! He came to save. The gospel is complete—God
waits for no human being to complete it. Yes, the sinner
must turn from his sin and put his faith in Christ, but the
turning and the faith are gifts of God. The sinner is incapable of making these moves toward God in his own
power.
Our certain inheritance belongs to the One Who
caused it all. He doesn't share His glory by only making

possible what must then be apprehended by the sovereign free human will. He causes our salvation by doing
all of the steps that are necessary, including exercising
His sovereign control over the human will.
Regeneration and the Freedom of the Human Will
So what does all this mean for the doctrine of the
human will? Do people have free will or do they not?
The testimony of Scripture is this: people have the freedom to do as they please, and God exercises absolute
sovereign control of every human thought and act. Prior to regeneration, people have the ability to do as they
please, and all that they can please to do is sin. Prior
to regeneration, they can do nothing truly righteous and
free from the stain of sin. It is not possible for the unregenerate person to do anything meritorious, anything
perfectly righteous. After regeneration, the will is
changed, so that it is now capable of doing things that
are truly good, truly God-glorifying. But even after regeneration, the human will is not "free" in the sense
that it is now free from the sovereign hand of God. The
will is never free in that sense. God is always sovereign over everything, including human decisions.
Conclusion
I hope you see now why this doctrine of God's sovereignty is so important. The doctrine of the sovereignty
of God in salvation, the doctrine of the bondage of the
human will, it's subjection in its unregenerate state to
the power of sin and its subjection always to the sovereign will of God, was and is, indeed, the "grand hinge
upon which the whole turned." It is the doctrine that informs and implies the other doctrines of grace. It keeps
us safe in the gospel. Only by understanding that God
has caused us to be born again can we maintain orthodoxy and avoid contradictions in our theology. It's a
shield against the addition of works or any human merit
to grace. The human will is free to do as it pleases, but
what it pleases to do apart from God is only sin all of
the time. It has no power to do anything authentically
good entirely with the right thoughts, motives, and action. Only by the regenerating power of God is the human will made alive, then irresistibly drawn to Christ.
Election, regeneration, justification, glorification, and all
of the gracious gifts of God on your behalf are all connected by the sovereignty of God, by the immutable,
eternal decree of God.
In the end, this doctrine of God's sovereignty does
what all true things do. Anything true exalts the glory of
God. The doctrine of God's sovereignty, the corresponding doctrines of grace and attributes of God, all of
these exalt the glory of our God who saves. Behold
your God, perfect in knowledge, absolute in power,
waiting for nothing, dependent on no one, King of
kings, Lord of lords, mighty to save, the One Who
elects, the One Who regenerates, the One alone in
Continued on page 8
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Whom is found all of the elements of the salvation of a people for His own possession, and for His own glory, the Sovereign of the universe! Soli deo gloria!
Dave Rich, Pastor
Note: This is only about 1/3 of the full article. If you would
like to read or download the full text of this article, please
visit the Reformation Series page on our website at https://
kootenaichurch.org/500th-anniversary-reformation/
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