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JAMES: FAITH WORKS / RIGHTEOUSNESS IN OVERALLS   #6
“The Truth About Temptation” Part 1 (James 1:13-18)

Mission Bible Fellowship (July 7, 2019)  Pastor Larry Nelson

Introduction:

1. Good morning!, Please open your Bibles to James Chapter 1.

2. These sermons have all been about a belief that behaves.

3. Paul exhorted the church in: 

2 Corinthians 13:5 “Test yourselves to see if you are in the faith; examine yourselves! Or do you not
recognize this about yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you--unless indeed you fail
the test?”

4. Do you remember the GREEN CUP from our last time together?

5. How are you doing with the Circumstance and People Problems that bumped you last week, or
even this morning?”

a. What has been spilling out when you get bumped?

b. Was it God-glorifying, Joy, Faith, the Giving of Thanks, the Heart of Forgiveness, and the Doing
of Good?, or

c. Was is it the DRA (the Dirty Rotten Attitude) of bitterness, frustration, hurt feelings,  anger, and
harsh words?

6. Sometime back, Marian was cleaning out some papers, and she found this prayer.

a. “Dear Lord, so far today, I’ve done alright.  I haven’t gossiped,        I haven’t lost my temper, I
haven’t been greedy, grumpy, nasty,  lazy, or selfish, and I am really glad about that., But in a
few moments, I’m going to get out of bed, and from then on, I’m going to need a lot of help.,
Thank you and Amen.”

Hebrews 4:15-16 
 15 For we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but One who has

been tempted in all things as we are, yet without sin.
 16 Therefore let us draw near with confidence to the throne of grace, so that we may receive mercy

and find grace to help in time of need.”

7. L  GREEN CUP 7   One of the things that “bumps” us all, every day, is temptation.

8. Last week we concluded with:

James 1:12 “Blessed is a man who perseveres under trial; for once he has been approved, he will
receive the crown of life which the Lord has promised to those who love Him.”
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1 Peter 1:6-7   L  GREEN CUP 7 
 6 In this you greatly rejoice, even though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been distressed

by various trials, (OR BUMPS)
 7 so that the proof of your faith, being more precious than gold which is perishable, even though

tested by fire, (OR BUMPS) may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation
of Jesus Christ;

9. Even as we remember, that God never wastes suffering, (OR BUMPS), let us consider again the
purpose of the Christian life, which is summarized in:

1 Corinthians 10:31 “Whether, then, you eat or drink or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.”

a. And as I have explained before, “to glorify” <dox - ah>, not only means to honor, worship, and
praise God, it also means to “make Him large.”, (especially when we get BUMPED by the
Circumstance and People Problems of life.)

b. Even as a telescope enables us to see the magnificence of God’s created universe more
clearly, so too, Christians are to be God’s telescopes, whereby others can see Him more clearly.

c. Dear ones, for most of the people in the world, you are the only Bibles that they are reading!,
(especially when you get BUMPED! )

Matthew 5:16 “Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see your good works, and
glorify, <dox - ah>, your Father who is in heaven.”

d. The Apostle Paul was certainly no stranger to the BUMPS of life.

i. In Acts 16 we read about the literal BUMPS that Paul and Silas received, after had Paul
cast out a demon from a slave girl.

ii. Her masters dragged Paul and Silas before the chief magistrates, who ordered them to be
beaten with rods, and then they were thrown into the inner prison.

iii.  So with bleeding bodies and their feet securely fastened into the stocks, how did these
Christian men respond?

iv. NO griping, NO self-pity, and NO DRA for these guys!

v. Most readers just fast-forward to the earthquake, and the chains falling off, and doors
flying open, and jailer falling down before Paul and Silas, as he cried out, “What must I do
to be saved?”

vi. But before all these miracles happened, we should take special notice as to what came
first, where Acts 16:25 says:

Acts 16:25 “But about midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns of praise to God,
and the prisoners were listening to them;”

vii. Dear ones, it is our suffering that so often credentials us to share the gospel with a hurting
world.
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viii. Most people don’t take much notice when everything is going well for us, but we should
take a lesson from Paul and Silas’ example.

ix. When the BUMPS of life hit us broadside, and we suffer well, unbelievers will often be
drawn to the Savior through our testimony.

e. As we consider the earlier context of James 1, our Heavenly Master calls young and old, to
glorify Him through all of the trials,  temptations, and YES, the BUMPS of life.

<TRANS> I have entitled this two-part message: “The Truth About Temptation”, So let’s begin by
reading our James text.

James 1:13-18 
 13 Let no one say when he is tempted, "I am being tempted by God"; for God cannot be tempted

by evil, and He Himself does not tempt anyone.
 14 But each one is tempted when he is carried away and enticed by his own lust.
 15 Then when lust has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and when sin is accomplished, it brings forth

death.
 16 Do not be deceived, my beloved brethren.
 17 Every good thing given and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of

lights, with whom there is no variation or shifting shadow.
 18 In the exercise of His will He brought us forth by the word of truth, so that we would be a kind of

first fruits among His creatures.

10. If you are taking notes this morning, my sermon will have 6 points:
  
I. THE SINFULNESS OF MAN (:13a)
II. THE HOLINESS OF GOD (1:13b)
III. THE DECEITFULNESS OF SIN (:14)

And then the next time I am here, I hope to continue and complete:

IV. THE PROGRESSIVENESS OF SIN (:15)
V. THE DEPENDABLENESS OF GOD (:16-17)
VI. THE PURPOSEFULNESS OF TESTING (:18)

TRANS> So let’s begin this morning with Point #1

I. THE SINFULNESS OF MAN (James 1:13a)

James 1:13 “Let no one say when he is tempted, "I am being tempted by God"; for God cannot be
tempted by evil, and He Himself does not tempt anyone.”

                          /       _
A. James uses the word “tempted” <pi - ras - mos> earlier in:

James 1:2 “Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials,”
                              /        _

1. <pi - ras - mos> can be used either negatively or positively, depending on the context.

2. While verse 2 speaks about trials and testings, later in verse 13, James is clearly
speaking about temptation, which is a solicitation toward evil thinking and actions.
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1 Corinthians 10:13 “No temptation has overtaken you but such as is common to man; and God is
faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with
the temptation will provide the way of escape also, so that you will be able to
endure it.”

a. And just by way of reminder, if you have never studied Jay Adam’s, “Christ and
Your Problems” booklet, where he explains 1 Corinthians 10:13, please do so.

b. In my personal, humble, and unbiased opinion, no one unpacks this verse better!

3. When it comes to temptation and sin, we seem to be born with the ability to blame
others for our failures.

4. When Eve sinned by eating the forbidden fruit, she blamed the serpent, but Adam’s
sins were far worse.

a. Not only did he blame his wife, Eve, but he ultimately blamed God for his sin.

b. Allow me to put the em-pha-sis on the correct syl-a-ble.

c. Genesis 3:12 “... The woman whom You gave to be with me, she gave me from the
tree, and I ate.”

d. Instead of taking personal responsibility for our own sin, it is the nature of our sinful
flesh to blames others.

5. Now my youngest brother was a terrible liar, and when he was about 5 years old, he got
a new carpenter set for his birthday.

a. Back in those days, you actually got real tools, that were made of metal, not plastic.

b. And in his tool box was a metal saw.

c. It was not sharp enough to cut anything, but Doug soon discovered, that he could
do a lot of carpentering on the wooden arm of Mom’s favorite LazyBoy chair.

d. When she discovered the carnage, she hollered, “Douglas Nelson, you get in
here!!!

e. As he slithered into the room, Mom confronted him with, “Doug, look at that!!”

f. To which he assured her of his innocence.

g. “Well if you didn’t do this, then who did?”

h. Looking around the room, he laid eyes on Heidi, our new boxer puppy, and he cried
out indignantly, “Heidi did it!”

i. “Doug, Heidi can’t use a saw!”

j. “Oh yes she can, I saw her do it!”
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k. And to my horror, Mom rolled up a newspaper and spanked our puppy for ruining
her chair.

l. But it wasn’t long before, I heard her bellowing again, “Douglas Nelson, you get in
here!”

m. Knowing that he hadn’t done anything wrong, this time he came running.

n. “Douglas Nelson, you look at that!”

o. There was a huge pile of used dog food on the rug.

p. He cried out indigently, “Mommy, I’m a big boy, I didn’t do that!”

q. “Heidi says you did!”

r. “Well, she’s lying!”

s. To make a long story short, Heidi got spanked for ruining Mom’s chair, and Doug
got spanked for pooping on the carpet.

6. Clearly, none of us likes to “Man-up”, and take responsibility for our own foolish sinning,
because we are born with the propensity to blame others, including God.

TRANS> And James answers our excuses and foolish accusations, before they can even escape our
lips,  with the next point in my sermon outline:

II. THE HOLINESS OF GOD (1:13b)

James 1:13 “Let no one say when he is tempted, "I am being tempted by God"; for God cannot be
tempted by evil, and He Himself does not tempt anyone.”

Proverbs 19:3 “The foolishness of man ruins his way, And his heart rages against the LORD.”

A. In other words, the foolish man ruins his own life, and then he blames God for the
consequences of his own sinning.

B. Dear ones, truth always begins with God’s Word, and James says here in verse 13 that, “...
God cannot be tempted by evil, and, He Himself does, not, tempt, anyone.”

                                                              __      /
C. “Cannot be tempted”, <a - pee - ras - tos>, is what bible scholars call a hapaxlegomina,

which is another $10 word, that means it is only used once in the entire New Testament.

1. It means that when it comes to temptation, God is untemptable.

2. Isaiah 6:3, speaks of the angels who are before the throne of God in Heaven, who cry
out, “Holy, Holy, Holy, is the LORD of hosts, The whole earth is full of His glory.”

3. And later, 1 Peter 1:16 commands: “YOU SHALL BE HOLY, FOR I AM HOLY.”

4. Speaking of Christ, the writer of Hebrews says in: 
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Hebrews 7:26 “... it was fitting for us to have such a high priest, holy, innocent, undefiled,
separated from sinners and exalted above the heavens;”

D. One of the many ways we know that every religion in the world, except Christianity, is
demon-inspired, is because their false gods always reflect the sinfulness of their inventors.

1. Previously, I have taught you, about how the mythological false gods of Greece and
Rome were capricious, immoral,  and wicked.

2. But the God of the Bible is “holy, innocent, and undefiled”

E. When Satan tempted our Lord to sin, in Matthew 4 and Luke 4, there were two perspectives
of purpose:

1. Satan was saying that, “Through this temptation, I am going to ruin and disqualify Him”

2. But God was saying – “Through this test – I will make Him strong.”

Hebrews 4:15-16 
 15 For we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but One who has

been tempted in all things as we are, yet without sin.
 16 Therefore let us draw near with confidence to the throne of grace, so that we may receive mercy

and find grace to help in time of need.

TRANS> So far this morning, we have looked at the Sinfulness of Man and the Holiness of God,
now lets look at Point #3, 

III. THE DECEITFULNESS OF SIN (:14)

James 1:14 “But each one is tempted when he is carried away and enticed by his own lust.”

A. When James says, “each one”, he is reminding all of us that no one is immune from
temptation.

B. And please notice that the root of our temptations does not typically come from the outside,
but most often, it comes from within our own sinful hearts.

1. “But each one is tempted when he is carried away and enticed by his own lust.” 
                                                            /      _                                         /     _

2. “Carried away”, <ex - el - ko> and “enticed” <del - e - a - zo> speak of two different, yet
similar aspects of the temptation process.

3. “Carried away” means to drag away something that has been caught in a trap, which has
been baited to lure an unsuspecting animal into it.

4. While “Enticed” is a fishing term, which means to bait a hook.

5. Peter uses this term, enticed, in 2 Peter 2:14, where he speaks of sinful man:

2 Peter 2:14 “...having eyes full of adultery that never cease from sin, enticing unstable souls, having
a heart trained in greed ... ”
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6. Animals and fish are lured to their deaths by baited traps and hooks that are designed to
fool them.

a. The bait is carefully designed to make prey only see how good it looks,  not the trap
or the hook.

7. Now God has created us with strong desires, which in themselves are not sinful. , But
our sinful flesh twists that which is good, and perverts our desires and actions into what
is sinful.

8. James declares here, that it is our own twisted sinful lust that leads us into sin.
                                                                                                    _      _    / _

a. It is interesting to note here that lust <e - pe - thu - me - a>, is not necessarily
sinful.

                                                   _      _     / _
(1) <e - pe - thu - me - a>  is merely a deep longing or desire for anything, which

can be either good or evil.

b. Sin looks attractive, because our sinful heart naturally wants what is evil, but God’s
moment-by-moment grace, which is given through the power of the indwelling Holy
Spirit, enables us to “Put Off” what is evil, and to “Put On”, what is good, for the
glory of God, and the good of others.

c. So James makes it clear, that we must not blame anyone other than ourselves for
our own sinning.

d. We have all heard the foolish claim,“The devil made me do it!”

(1) But please understand that, neither Satan, nor his demons are omnipresent,
and there is not a single Bible verse that teaches they can read a Christian’s
mind.

(2) In fact, I think Satan gets way too much credit.

(3) The truth is that we can make a mess of our own lives, and that is usually
without any help from the devil.

(4) Even though it is certainly true, that from the time of Adam and Eve, Satan
has been baiting traps and hooks, it is still our own lust that causes us to sin.

(5) John MacArthur, says, “The problem is not so much the tempter without, but
the traitor within.”

9. Even though we are saved by grace through faith in Christ, we are not exempted from
the battle that is waged between the flesh and the Holy Spirit , every waking moment, of
the day.

a. Please turn your Bibles to:

Galatians 5:16-23 
 16 But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not carry out the desire of the flesh.
 17 For the flesh sets its desire against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; for these are in

opposition to one another, so that you may not do the things that you please.
 18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the Law.
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 19 Now the deeds of the flesh are evident, which are: immorality, impurity, sensuality
 20 idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, outbursts of anger, disputes, dissensions, factions,
 21 envying, drunkenness, carousing, and things like these, of which I forewarn you, just as I have

forewarned you, that those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.
 22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness
 23 gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.

C. ILLUSTRATION: Barney

1. Barney was a Chipewyan witch doctor, who after many years, was led to salvation in
Christ, through the ministry of Bud Elford, of the Northern Canada Evangelical Mission.

2. One day as Bud was visiting Barney, the old man complained:

a. “I feel as though there is a war going on inside me!”

b. “It seems as though there is a white dog and a black dog, who are fighting all the
time.”

c. “The black dog wants me to go back to the old ways of worshiping the evil spirits,
and the white dog wants me to serve and worship Jesus only.”

d. Now although some would have jumped all over this new convert, to correct his
theology, saying it is wrong to refer to the Holy Spirit in such ways, 

e. Bud simply asked, “Which dog is winning!?”

f. And the old man replied, “Which ever one I feed!!”

g. In fact, Barney wasn’t far off!, Listen to Paul’s warning in:

Galatians 6:7-9 
 7 Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, this he will also reap.
 8 For the one who sows to his own flesh will from the flesh reap corruption, but the one who sows

to the Spirit will from the Spirit reap eternal life.
 9 Let us not lose heart in doing good, for in due time we will reap if we do not grow weary.

D. Now your Bibles probably don’t just flop open to the Book of Ezekiel, so let me just read this
to you, and as you listen, see if you can find the root of Israel’s sinful behavior.

Ezekiel 14:1-8
 1 Then some elders of Israel came to me and sat down before me.
 2 And the word of the LORD came to me, saying,
 3 Son of man, these men have set up their idols in their hearts and have put right before their faces

the stumbling block of their iniquity. Should I be consulted by them at all?
 4 Therefore speak to them and tell them, 'Thus says the Lord GOD, "Any man of the house of Israel

who sets up his idols in his heart, puts right before his face the stumbling block of his iniquity, and
then comes to the prophet, I the LORD will be brought to give him an answer in the matter in view
of the multitude of his idols,

 5 in order to lay hold of the hearts of the house of Israel who are estranged from Me through all their
idols."'

 6 Therefore say to the house of Israel, 'Thus says the Lord GOD, "Repent and turn away from your
idols and turn your faces away from all your abominations.
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 7 For anyone of the house of Israel or of the immigrants who stay in Israel who separates himself
from Me, sets up his idols in his heart, puts right before his face the stumbling block of his iniquity,
and then comes to the prophet to inquire of Me for himself, I the LORD will be brought to answer
him in My own person.

 8 I will set My face against that man and make him a sign and a proverb, and I will cut him off from
among My people. So you will know that I am the LORD.

1. Now if we go to India, we can see people bowing down to literally millions of idols.

2. But long before a man sets up actual physical idols on an altar, or in his bank account,
or in his garage, or living room, he is first worshiping these idols in his heart!

3. Simply put, here is the folly of idolatry:, IDOLS LIE to us.

4. Idols make promises, but they cannot deliver on them.

5. They promise happiness, fulfillment and prosperity, and any number of other things, but
they cannot deliver.

6. The outward signs of idolatry are just that, the outward signs.

7. But the real idolatry happens inside of us, in our hearts.

Jeremiah 17:9 (KJV) “The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can
know it?”

8. And truth be told, our idolatrous hearts can deceive us into thinking that right is wrong,
and wrong is right!

9. Listen to the words of our Master, which Jesus said in:

Mark 7:20-23 
 20 ... That which proceeds out of the man, that is what defiles the man.
 21 For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed the evil thoughts, fornications, thefts, murders,

adulteries,
 22 deeds of coveting and wickedness, as well as deceit, sensuality, envy, slander, pride and

foolishness.
 23 All these evil things proceed from within and defile the man.

10. And that is why King Solomon, a master of self-deceived idolatry warned:

Proverbs 28:26 “He who trusts in his own heart is a fool ...”

Colossians 3:5 “Therefore consider the members of your earthly body as dead to immorality,
impurity, passion, evil desire, and greed, which amounts to idolatry.”

E. Now let’s look at our James 1:14 text again:

James 1:14 But each one is tempted when he is carried away and enticed by his own lust.

1. So when we link this to what we now have studied concerning “Idolatry of the heart”, this
should start making sense to all of us.

2. Simply put, the root of all sin is idolatry, and that idolatry begins in our own hearts.
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F. So as we study THE DECEITFULNESS OF SIN, it is vitally  important to remember that even
our Lord’s most wonderful gifts to His children, can be twisted into an idolatrous sinful
craving.

1. Food, shelter, sleep— reputation, clothing, marriage, and the joys of marital love, just to
name a few, can all become, “Idols of the heart.”

CONCLUSION:

1. So as I close this morning, you may be wondering:, “How can we know if even a good thing has
become an Idol of the heart?”

2. Here are three tests of idolatry:

(1) I am willing to sin in order to get it.
(2) I am willing to sin if I don’t get it., and finally, 
(3) I am willing to sin in order to keep what I already have. 

3. Take for example, marriage, which is a wonderful gift from God.

a. But it has become an “idol” if you are willing to marry an unbeliever in order to have it.

b. Or, You become discontented and bitter, if you cannot have it.

c. Or, You are willing to sin by following the sinful demands of your spouse in order to keep it.

4. Speaking of marriage, we told all of our kids, and many counselees, this Nelsonism: “It is better to
be single, than to wish that you were!!!”

5. Paul proclaimed from his own personal testimony in: 

Philippians 4:11 Not that I speak from want, for I have learned to be content in whatever
circumstances I am.

6. Simply put, if you have not learned to be content being single, then you will not be content being
married either.

7. Let’s Pray together:


