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JAMES: FAITH WORKS / RIGHTEOUSNESS IN OVERALLS   #5
“No U-Hauls Behind the Hearse” (James 1:9-12)

 Mission Bible Fellowship  (June 2, 2019)   Pastor Larry Nelson

Introduction:

1. Good morning!, Please open your Bibles to James Chapter 1.

2. And while you are turning there, I would like to make what I believe will be an encouraging
suggestion.

a. In light of the intensely practical nature of the Book of James, I would like to challenge you to
read all 5 chapters, in one sitting, at least once-a-week for the next month or so.

b. This will only take about 15 or 20 minutes, but as you do so, it will have a dramatic impact on
the rest of your life!

c. As I was teaching James about 10 years ago, several of our young people banded together
with an even higher goal, where they memorized the entire book, word perfect!

d. With that said, reading, and/or memorizing are not the end goal in themselves, for both of
these merely prepare you for what comes next.

Psalm 119:9-11
   9 How can a young man keep his way pure? 

By keeping it according to Your word.
 10 With all my heart I have sought You; 

Do not let me wander from Your commandments.
 11 Your word I have treasured in my heart, That I may not sin against You.

Joshua 1:8 “This book of the law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate on it day
and night, so that you may be careful to do according to all that is written in it; for then you
will make your way prosperous, and then you will have success.”

i. Bible meditation has nothing to do with emptying the mind, as you contemplate your
navel.   “OHUMMMMM.”

ii. Quite the contrary, Bible meditation, is “The careful and prayerful thinking about
Scripture, for the purpose of glorifying God through obeying it.”

iii. And as you do, not only will you receive a better understanding of the “Authorial intent” of
these passages, but the Holy Spirit will use them to rescue you in times of trial and
temptation, as He brings specific verses to your mind, right when you need them.

iv. In Ephesians 6:17, Paul refers to the Word of God as, “The sword of the Spirit.”

(1) Now in order for a military sword to be of any use, a soldier must first be trained how to
use it, and then he needs to keep it sharp and ready for battle.
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(2) And so it is with the “sword of the Spirit”, we must first understand the “Authorial
intent,” namely: What did God mean by what He said? Why did He give it in the first
place? and What does He want me to do with what I have learned?

(3) Meditation will also help us to keep God’s “sword” sharp in our minds, and ready for
use at a moments notice.

(4) Sometimes, as we have already seen in our study of James 1, we need God’s Word to
teach and encourage us to persevere in trials, so that we don’t give up when times
are hard.

(5) Other times we need it for battling against giving in to temptation and the lusts of our
flesh.

(6) And still other times we need God’s Word in order for us to be able to give accurate
and appropriate biblical counsel and encouragements to others who are in need.

v. So whether you read and/or memorize, please don’t forget to meditate on the text.

3. From its very beginning, and throughout the centuries, the true church of Jesus Christ, has always
had times of suffering.

4. And it is to these suffering saints that James addresses his letter.

5. So over these last four sermons, I have spoken to you about: 

I. The Lordship of Jesus Christ (1:1a) 

II. The Reality of Christian Suffering (1:1b)

III. The Purpose of Our Suffering (:2-4)

IV. Practical Help for the Hurting (:2-4) 

V. The Source of Heavenly Wisdom (1:5-8)     

6. But before I get into my sermon for this morning, let’s reflect back on the Problems Chart, as I ask
young and old alike, “How are you doing with the Circumstance and People problems of your
life?

L  GREEN CUP 7

7. Now I have had this plastic cup for many years.

a. Its old, and discolored, and cracked, and often in need of repair, sort of like me.

b. Now as I stand here this morning, you can’t tell whether it is full, or empty.

c. As a matter of fact, you actually have no idea what’s inside.
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d. It could have soda pop, coffee, tea, spoiled milk, or whatever.

e. But one way to find out what’s on the inside, is to bump it from the outside.

f. And whatever sloshes out, that is what was in.

g. I could pretend, or try to fool you with all sorts of stories about what I want you to think is in
here, but when it gets bumped, whatever sloshes to the outside, that is what is actually on the
inside. 

<BUMP!>

h. The Circumstance and People Problems of life, usually bump us all of us,  every day. 

i. So before I start preaching, please allow me to do some meddling!

j. What spilled out of your life this week, or even this morning, when you got bumped?

k. Was it God-glorifying, Joy, Faith, the Giving of Thanks, the Heart of Forgiveness, and the
Doing of Good?

l. Or was it the DRA (the Dirty Rotten Attitude) of bitterness, frustration, hurt feelings,  anger,
and harsh words?

m. Do you remember this Nelsonism from awhile back? “The trials of life will make you either
bitter or better, and you get to choose which one it will be!” 

n. So what is sloshing out of your life, when you get bumped?

TRANS> So much for the review, let’s move on this morning in this rather lengthy introduction of our
text.

8. As far back is we have archeological history, we see a common theme, where the rich have built
elaborate tombs, filled with earthly treasures, which they planned to take with them into the next
life.

a. Back when I pastored a church in northern Idaho, there was a very wealthy man who lived only
a couple of miles from us.

b. And in his Last Will and Testament, he left precise instructions that he was to be buried, sitting
in the drivers seat of his vintage car, which was worth about $300,000.00!

9. Or there were the five buddies, who all agreed that each one would put $500 dollars into the
casket of the first one to die.

a. When that fateful day arrived, four men stood before the open casket, and one-by-one they
spread the money over their departed friend.

b. But when the last guy dropped an envelope into the coffin, his buddies objected saying,
“What’s that!!?”



4

                                                                                                                                                                              
© All rights reserved in all countries Rev. Lawrence S. Nelson

c. And with a rye smile he answered, “I wrote Bob a check!”

10. According to scripture, all such flights of fancy are nothing but foolishness.

TRANS> So this morning, I have entitled this sermon: “No U-Hauls Behind the Hearse.”

James 1:9-12
   9 But the brother of humble circumstances is to glory in his high position;
 10 and the rich man is to glory in his humiliation, because like flowering grass he will pass away.
 11 For the sun rises with a scorching wind and withers the grass; and its flower falls off and the

beauty of its appearance is destroyed; so too the rich man in the midst of his pursuits will fade
away.

 12 Blessed is a man who perseveres under trial; for once he has been approved, he will receive the
crown of life which the Lord has promised to those who love Him.

TRANS> Today’s Sermon Outline is very simple, with only two words per point:

I. Blessed Exaltation (:9)
II. Blessed Humiliation (:10a)
III. Blessed Illumination (:10b-11)
IV. Blessed Persever-a-tion (:12), and yes, perseveration is a real word!

When the Bible speaks of our being “blessed”,  is far more than just happiness., Blessedness is the
peace and joy, which only comes from understanding that God is in total control His universe, and
everything in it, including our difficult circumstances.

I. Blessed Exaltation (:9)

James 1:9 “But the brother of humble circumstances is to glory in his high   position;”

A. The Apostle Paul assured us in:

2 Timothy 3:12 “... all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will - be - persecuted.”

B. And as we have seen previously, the economically poor made up a large part of the early
church, many of whom had lost everything from the persecution of the Roman government.

C. James has already shown us that we have been called to endure suffering and persecution
with a joyful heart, knowing that with God’s wisdom and strength, we will become more like
Christ.

1. And that includes even the suffering of poverty.

2. Remember, “... Bitter or Better ... and you get to choose ...”

3. Jesus said in:

Matthew 26:11 “... you always have the poor with you ...”
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4. In the arrogant world’s eyes, the poor are usually despised and ignored, but exhortation of
James to poor Christians, is that they are to “glory”, or rejoice in their “high position.”

 
D. And what is that “high position?”

1. Please turn over to Ephesians 2:1-7, as we consider the death-to-life picture that Paul
draws for us.

Ephesians 2:1-7
 1 And you were dead in your trespasses and sins,
 2 in which you formerly walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the

power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience.
 3 Among them we too all formerly lived in the lusts of our flesh, indulging the desires of the flesh and

of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, even as the rest.
 4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us,
 5 even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you

have been saved),
 6 and raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus,
 7 so that in the ages to come He might show the surpassing riches of His grace in kindness

toward us in Christ Jesus.

2. Talk about our “high position!!!”, There is none higher!!!

Romans 8:18 For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared
with the glory that is to be revealed to us.

3. It is only by the grace of God, through the indwelling Holy Spirit, that He will enable the
poor to focus on their unimaginable, glorious home and position in Heaven, rather than
the trials and troubles, yes, the Circumstance Problems of this life.

4. Remember:, “The trials and disappointments of life will make us either bitter or better,
and we get to choose which one it will be.”

TRANS> Which brings us to the next point in my Sermon Outline:

II. Blessed Humiliation (:10a)

James 1:9-10a 
   9 But the brother of humble circumstances is to glory in his high position;
 10 and the rich man is to glory in his humiliation ...

A. Every wealthy person, who is honest, knows that inner peace, and true satisfaction in life,
never come from what he owns.

1. In fact, the wealthy tend to be some of the most miserable people in the world.

a. Howard Hendricks once quoted a very wealthy man as he wept:, “My wife has left me,
my kids are spoiled rotten, and they all hate me., My “friends” are all bought and paid
for!”,         “I spent my entire life climbing the ladder of success, only to find out at the
top, that it was pushed up against the wrong building!”
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2. In the same way that the poor brother in Christ is to glory in his high position, so the rich
man is to glory in his humiliation!

B. In Mark 4:19, Jesus warned about “... the deceitfulness of riches ...”

1. And listen to what He said in Luke 18:25.

Luke 18:25 “For it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle   than for a rich man to
enter the kingdom of God.”

 2. Please allow me to take a moment to correct a very old, and very bad misinterpretation
of this text, which goes something like this:

 a. There was a wall around Jerusalem, and one of the gates,  which was quite low, was
shaped like the eye of a needle, and so, that is what people called it.

 b. In order for camels to enter, they had to go through the opening in the wall on their
knees.

 c. So what Jesus was supposedly saying here, was that the rich needed to humble
themselves in order to enter Heaven.

 d. Now although this may sound good, and many Christians have believed it for the
better part of 100 years, none of it is true!!!

 e. First of all, there was no gate in Jerusalem called “eye of a needle”, and no engineer
would have been so foolish as to design a gate, which required camels to enter on
their knees!

 (1) The king would have said, “ Are you kidding me?, You’re fired!!!” 
     __

 f. Guess what the Greek words <raph-ees’> and <bal-on-ee’> that Matthew, Mark, and
Luke used, which we translate here as “needle” mean?, <PAUSE>

 (1) They mean a “sewing NEEDLE!”

 g. And the disciples’ response showed that they clearly understood what Jesus was
saying in:

Luke 18:26-27 
 26 ... "Then who can be saved?"
 27 But He said, "The things that are impossible with people are possible with God."

 h. Although it would certainly NOT be impossible for a camel to scoot along the ground
on its knees, it would be impossible for him to pass through the eye of a sewing
needle. 

 i. So James is saying to every wealthy Christian, “Never lose sight of the fact, that it
took nothing less than a miracle for God to open your eyes, and bring you to salvation
in Christ!”
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TRANS> Which brings me to Point #3 in my Sermon Outline:

III. Blessed Illumination (:10b-11)

James 10b-11
 10 and the rich man is to glory in his humiliation, because like flowering grass he will pass away.
 11 For the sun rises with a scorching wind and withers the grass; and its flower falls off and the

beauty of its appearance is destroyed; so too the rich man in the midst of his pursuits will fade
away.

A. Whether we are wealthy or poor, left to ourselves, all of us would strive for, and trust in the
material things of this world.

B. But Jesus said in His “Sermon on the Mount:”

Matthew 5:3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of     heaven.”

1. The wealthy are especially prone to trust in their own ability to gain and to hold on to
their money and possessions.

2. So when I speak of “Blessed Illumination”, this is like turning on the lights in a person’s
soul, where he is able to profoundly  see and understand something for the first time.

3. Marian and I often observe this blessed phenomena in our biblical counseling, where
people, who were once blind to their own sin, are finally able understand God’s Word and
repent.

C. James is saying here that wealthy Christians need to get the lights turned on, so they can
understand the futility of trusting in wealth.

1. Please take a moment and turn to Luke 12, and follow with me as I read Jesus’ parable
about the rich fool.

Luke 12:15-21 
 15 Then He said to them, "Beware, and be on your guard against every form of greed; for not even

when one has an abundance does his life consist of his possessions."
 16 And He told them a parable, saying, "The land of a rich man was very productive.
 17 "And he began reasoning to himself, saying, 'What shall I do, since I have no place to store my

crops?'
 18 "Then he said, 'This is what I will do: I will tear down my barns and build larger ones, and there I

will store all my grain and my goods.
 19 'And I will say to my soul, "Soul, you have many goods laid up for many years to come; take your

ease, eat, drink and be merry."'
 20 "But God said to him, 'You fool! This very night your soul is required of you; and now who will

own what you have prepared?'
 21 "So is the man who stores up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God."

2. The foolish rich say, “My land, my crops, my barns, my stuff, and my easy life”, but God
says to him, “YOU FOOL!”

3. Again Jesus said in:
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Luke 12:15 “... Beware, and be on your guard against every form of greed; for not even when one
has an abundance does his life consist of his possessions.”

D. Sadly, most people, rich and poor alike, live as though they are never going to die.

1. But Christians who are wise, who have been illuminated, embrace the fact that, since the
fall of Adam and Eve, we are all suffering from what I call, “Terminal Humanity”, which
means that:

a. Unless the Lord comes to rapture His church in our lifetime, all of us are going to die.

b. Therefore, the wise Christian must live with this eternal perspective in mind, where in
point of fact, we own nothing, and God owns everything, and where we see ourselves
as stewards of His money and resources.

2. Dear ones, please remember this:, There are only two things that are going to last
forever, the Word of God, and the souls of men & women, boys & girls., THAT’S IT!

3. So, we would all do well to regularly meditate on Jesus’ commands found in:

Matthew 6:19-21
 19 Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where

thieves break in and steal.
 20 But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys, and where

thieves do not break in or steal;
 21 for where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

4. And so, in the midst of all the business of life, I urge you to devote yourself to that which
is eternal!

5. Please remember this Nelsonism, which is the title to this sermon:  “There are No U-
Hauls Behind the Hearse.”

6. Someday, I would like to find a funeral director with a sense of humor, who would agree
drive around town with a U-Haul trailer behind his hearse, just so we could watch
people’s expressions!

7. But I’ve only known one funny funeral director in my whole life, and his wife told me that
he only got his sense of humor after he retired.

TRANS> So far, we have covered: Blessed Exaltation, Humiliation, and  Illumination, Now let’s look
at our final point this morning:

                            /
IV. Blessed Perseveration (Per-se-ver-a-tion) (:12)

 
A. This word comes from the medical dictionary, which means, “The continual involuntary

repetition of a mental act, usually exhibited by speech or by some other form of overt
behavior.”

1. So let’s tweak this definition a bit, to give it a Christian emphasis.
       /
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2. (Per-se-ver-a-tion) is “The continual voluntary repetition of a mental act, which is
exhibited by god-honoring thoughts, speech, and behavior.”

3. Simply put, and here is another Nelsonism: “You are what you think, even more than you
think, and right thinking begins with right thinking about God and His Word.”

James 1:12 Blessed is a man who perseveres under trial; for once he has been approved, he will
receive the crown of life which the Lord has promised to those who love Him.

B. Here is a wonderful promise given to those who persevere through the trials and testings of
life.

1 Peter 1:6-7
 6 In this you greatly rejoice, even though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been

distressed by various trials,
 7 so that the proof of your faith, being more precious than gold which is perishable, even though

tested by fire, may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus
Christ;

C. One of the great truths that Jay Adams teaches in his classic booklet, “Christ and Your
Problems”, is that our sovereign God promises that all our trials, testings, and temptations
have an end to them.

1. This simple truth, should encourage us to both persevere and trust that God will bring
about His eternal purposes through all Circumstance and People Problems of life.

2. And one day in Heaven, James promises a “Crown of Life” to all who, by the grace of
God, became “better” rather than “bitter.” 

3. The “Crown of Life”, which James is referring to is not eternal life, as though this was
somehow to be earned through suffering.

4. Nor is this crown referring to royalty, because there is only one King in Heaven.

5. James borrowed this term from athletic competition, where a wreath of leaves was placed
on the head of the winner, who had won and run the race according to the rules.

6. In the Olympics, there is only one gold medal per event, but God promises the “winner’s
crown” to all His children, who persevere through their trials, for the glory of God.

1 Peter 5:4 “... when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading crown of glory.”

7. As Christians, we do not persevere for the purpose of winning a crown., We do it out of
love for God, and the good of those who are looking up to us.

Conclusion:

1. So as I close this morning, please look again at verse 12. 

James 1:12 “Blessed is a man who perseveres under trial; for once he has been approved, he will
receive the crown of life which the Lord has promised to those who love Him.”
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2. Let us all remember, that one of the purposes for the Book of James is to help sort out the
difference between genuine saving faith,  and counterfeit religion.

a. Genuine faith submits to God, in all the trials of life, without self-pity or bitterness.

b. Genuine faith perseveres, not for the love of self, but for the love of God., and finally, 

c. Genuine faith learns to say with David in:

Psalm 73:25 “Whom have I in heaven but You? 
 And besides You, I desire nothing on earth.” 

3. Let’s pray together.


