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after Alexander had reigned
twelve years, he died. 8Then his officers began to
rule, each in his own place. 9They all put on
crowns after his death, and so did their sons after
them for many years; and they caused many evils
on the earth. 10From them came forth a sinful root,
Antiochus Epiphanes, son of Antiochus the king;
he had been a hostage in Rome. He began to reign
in the one hundred and thirty-seventh year of the
kingdom of the Greeks…
1Ma 1:7-10

7And

• 1Ma 1:20-21 20 After subduing Egypt,
Antiochus returned in the one hundred and
forty-third year. He went up against Israel and
came to Jerusalem with a strong force. 21 He
arrogantly entered the sanctuary and took the
golden altar, the lampstand for the light, and all
its utensils.

After the death of Alexander, four kings took his place
who were then succeeded by various rulers, one of
which was Antiochus Epiphanes.

The Seleucid Era began in the spring of 311 BC as the
Jews reckoned it (the Greeks began their SE dates six
months earlier, in the fall of 312 BC), over a century after
Herodotus’ death. The Jews used the SE calendar during
the Maccabean period. We get the date for Antiochus’
“abomination of desolation” from 1 Macc. 1:54, 59
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•

1Ma 1:29-38 29 Two years later the king sent to the cities of
Judah a chief collector of tribute, and he came to Jerusalem
with a large force. 30 Deceitfully he spoke peaceable words to
them, and they believed him; but he suddenly fell upon the
city, dealt it a severe blow, and destroyed many people of
Israel. 31 He plundered the city, burned it with fire, and tore
down its houses and its surrounding walls. 32 And they took
captive the women and children, and seized the cattle. 33 Then
they fortified the city of David with a great strong wall and
strong towers, and it became their citadel. 34 And they
stationed there a sinful people, lawless men. These
strengthened their position; 35 they stored up arms and food,
and collecting the spoils of Jerusalem they stored them there,
and became a great snare. 36 It became an ambush against the
sanctuary, an evil adversary of Israel continually. 37 On every
side of the sanctuary they shed innocent blood; they even
defiled the sanctuary. 38 Because of them the residents of
Jerusalem fled; she became a dwelling of strangers; she
became strange to her offspring, and her children forsook her.

Two years then passed, after which we learn that “a chief
collector of tribute” arrived in Jerusalem with a large force in
145 SE. He wreaked havoc around the temple, posting troops in
the city and defiling the sanctuary. This would necessarily have
caused “the regular” to cease, since offerings could never be
given if the holy place was defiled by the entry of unclean
Gentiles. The result was that “her sanctuary became desolate” at
that time and the people forsook worshiping there. This is when
we should understand the ha-tamiyd offerings were interrupted.
However, the exact date this began, as far as I can tell, is
nowhere given in the histories.
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•

1Ma 1:41-59 41 Then the king wrote to his whole kingdom that all should be one
people, 42 and that each should give up his customs. 43 All the Gentiles accepted the
command of the king. Many even from Israel gladly adopted his religion; they
sacrificed to idols and profaned the sabbath. 44 And the king sent letters by
messengers to Jerusalem and the cities of Judah; he directed them to follow customs
strange to the land, 45 to forbid burnt offerings and sacrifices and drink offerings in
the sanctuary, to profane sabbaths and feasts, 46 to defile the sanctuary and the priests,
47 to build altars and sacred precincts and shrines for idols, to sacrifice swine and
unclean animals, 48 and to leave their sons uncircumcised. They were to make
themselves abominable by everything unclean and profane, 49 so that they should
forget the law and change all the ordinances. 50 "And whoever does not obey the
command of the king shall die." 51 In such words he wrote to his whole kingdom. And
he appointed inspectors over all the people and commanded the cities of Judah to offer
sacrifice, city by city. 52 Many of the people, every one who forsook the law, joined
them, and they did evil in the land; 53 they drove Israel into hiding in every place of
refuge they had. 54 Now on the fifteenth day of Chislev, in the one hundred and fortyfifth year, they erected a desolating sacrilege upon the altar of burnt offering. They also
built altars in the surrounding cities of Judah, 55 and burned incense at the doors of the
houses and in the streets. 56 The books of the law which they found they tore to pieces
and burned with fire. 57 Where the book of the covenant was found in the possession
of any one, or if any one adhered to the law, the decree of the king condemned him to
death. 58 They kept using violence against Israel, against those found month after
month in the cities. 59 And on the twenty-fifth day of the month they offered sacrifice
on the altar which was upon the altar of burnt offering.

Shortly after this official letters arrived, which
decreed that burnt offerings were to cease and
altars replaced by pagan altars on which unclean
animals were to be sacrificed. “Inspectors” were
appointed to ensure compliance with Antiochus’
diktat. The result was that they “erected a
desolating sacrilege upon the altar of burnt
offering.” “The regular” ha-tamiyd, however, had
already been stopped earlier by “a chief collector
of tribute.” So we have the cessation of “the
regular” sometime prior to the desecration of the
altar, a desecration triggered by erecting a pagan
altar on it, which was first used ten days after it
was set up.
Three 354-day years and one or two 30-day
intercalary months after this, the Maccabees were
victorious over the Seleucid forces and rebuilt the
altar, rededicated it, and resumed “the regular”
once again. This fulfilled the prophecy of Daniel
8:14.
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The Indignation of Yahweh with the Jews Throughout History.

•Conquest and subjugation by Assyria 740BC
oIsa 10:5 Woe to Assyria, the rod of My anger And the staff in whose hands is My indignation,
oIsa 10:25 "For in a very little while My indignation against you will be spent and My anger will be directed to their
destruction."
•Conquest and captivity by Babylon 597BC
oLam 2:6 And He has violently treated His tabernacle like a garden booth; He has destroyed His appointed meeting place.
The LORD has caused to be forgotten The appointed feast and sabbath in Zion, And He has despised king and priest In the
indignation of His anger.
oZec 1:12 Then the angel of the LORD said, "O LORD of hosts, how long will You have no compassion for Jerusalem and
the cities of Judah, with which You have been indignant these seventy years?"
•Continuation through the time of the tribulation and the antichrist
oDan 11:36 "Then the king will do as he pleases, and he will exalt and magnify himself above every god and will speak
monstrous things against the God of gods; and he will prosper until the indignation is finished, for that which is decreed will
be done.
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