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The leg stage of the image has been fulfilled historically in the Roman Empire that took control of the Syrian and Egyptian remnants of
Alexander’s Greek empire. However, it is not necessary to assume the legs continue to point forward as this image does not correspond to
the period of more than a thousand years stretching from the time of Christ to when the Roman Empire finally gasped its last. There is a
simpler and yet more effective means of understanding this final portion of the image. As noted above, the upper part of the legs
represented the twofold stage of the last period of the Alexandrian Empire, which especially concerned the Jews— namely, Syria and
Egypt. This was two-legged because it embraced two continents, or two major geographic areas, the East and the West. The Roman
Empire continued this twofold division and extended its sway over the entire Mediterranean area as well as western Asia. In ordinary
history Egypt was usually grouped with Syria as belonging to the East because of the long relationship politically and commercially that
tied Egypt to western Asia. By contrast Macedonia in Europe was considered the West. From the divine viewpoint, however, and
especially the prophetic outlook that is symbolized in the image of Daniel, both Egypt on the continent of Africa as well as the European
nations, including Macedonia, could well be considered the Western division, which eventually expanded to include the whole
Mediterranean area west of Asia.
The image portrays the divine viewpoint, which anticipated the rise of the Roman Empire and its geographic inclusion of the East and the
West. This was recognized ultimately in the political division of the East and West by Emperor Valentinian I in A.D. 364. Although Daniel
does not deal with the interadvent age as such, it still is true that at the time of Christ’s first advent, Rome already was geographically
spread over the East and the West. Prophetically it indicates that at the time of the end Rome again will involve both the East and the
West. The meaning of the two legs, therefore, is geographic rather than a matter of nationalities. A comparison of the extension of the
various empires will reveal that the Babylonian Empire and the Medo-Persian Empire extended principally over western Asia, although
Egypt was also conquered. In the Alexandrian Empire, the Western division began to take real form and power was divided between Syria
and Egypt. The Roman Empire embraced a much wider territory in which the Western division became fully as strong as the Eastern, and
this seems to be portrayed by the two legs. This political and geographic situation continued to the time of Christ; and if Daniel’s vision
ended here only to pick up the situation again at the end of the age, it would be understandable that the two legs would be seen as equal.
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Rev 19:11-21 And I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse, and He who sat on it is called
Faithful and True, and in righteousness He judges and wages war. 12 His eyes are a flame of fire,
and on His head are many diadems; and He has a name written on Him which no one knows except
Himself. 13 He is clothed with a robe dipped in blood, and His name is called The Word of
God. 14 And the armies which are in heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and clean, were following
Him on white horses. 15 From His mouth comes a sharp sword, so that with it He may strike down
the nations, and He will rule them with a rod of iron; and He treads the wine press of the fierce wrath
of God, the Almighty. 16 And on His robe and on His thigh He has a name written, "KING OF
KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS." 17 Then I saw an angel standing in the sun, and he cried out with
a loud voice, saying to all the birds which fly in midheaven, "Come, assemble for the great supper of
God, 18 so that you may eat the flesh of kings and the flesh of commanders and the flesh of mighty
men and the flesh of horses and of those who sit on them and the flesh of all men, both free men and
slaves, and small and great." 19 And I saw the beast and the kings of the earth and their armies
assembled to make war against Him who sat on the horse and against His army. 20 And the beast
was seized, and with him the false prophet who performed the signs in his presence, by which he
deceived those who had received the mark of the beast and those who worshiped his image; these
two were thrown alive into the lake of fire which burns with brimstone. 21 And the rest were killed
with the sword which came from the mouth of Him who sat on the horse, and all the birds were filled
with their flesh.
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Amillennialism is the teaching that there is no literal 1000-year reign of Christ as referenced in
Revelation 20. It sees the 1000-year period spoken of in Revelation 20 as figurative. Instead, it teaches
that we are in the millennium now, and that at the return of Christ (1 Thess. 4:16 - 5:2) there will be the
final judgment and the heavens and the earth will then be destroyed and remade (2 Pet. 3:10).
• Premillennialism is the teaching concerning the end times (eschatology). It says that there is a future
millennium (1000 years as mentioned in Revelation 20) where Christ will rule and reign over the earth.
At the beginning of the millennium Satan and his angels will be bound and peace will exist on the entire
earth. At the end of the 1000 years Satan will be released in order to raise an army against Jesus. Jesus
will destroy them, and then the final judgment will take place with the new heavens and the new earth
being made.
• Postmillennialism (after the millennium) is an eschatological position within Christian theology that
interprets Revelation 20 as a period in which through the preaching of the Word of God that the entire
world will eventually be converted to Christianity, and this will usher in the kingdom of Christ. This is
when Christ will return. It is postmillennial in that after the 1,000-year reign of Christ that the world will
be converted and the final work of God will be completed. Some Postmillennialists believe the 1,000
years is literal, and others believe it is figurative.
•
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• Zec 14:4 In that day His feet will stand on the Mount of Olives, which is in front of
Jerusalem on the east; and the Mount of Olives will be split in its middle from east to
west by a very large valley, so that half of the mountain will move toward the north
and the other half toward the south.
• Jer 23:5-8 "Behold, the days are coming," declares the LORD, "When I will raise up
for David a righteous Branch; And He will reign as king and act wisely And do justice
and righteousness in the land. 6 "In His days Judah will be saved, And Israel will
dwell securely; And this is His name by which He will be called, 'The LORD our
righteousness.' 7 "Therefore behold, the days are coming," declares the LORD,
"when they will no longer say, 'As the LORD lives, who brought up the sons of Israel
from the land of Egypt,' 8 but, 'As the LORD lives, who brought up and led back the
descendants of the household of Israel from the north land and from all the countries
where I had driven them.' Then they will live on their own soil."
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