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• “And here Daniel’s singular constancy is observable, who after trying the matter
once in vain, did not cease to pursue the same object It is a clear and serious
proof of our faith, when we are not fatigued when anything adverse occurs, and
never consider the way closed against us. Then if we do not retrace our steps,
but try all ways, we truly show the root of piety fixed in our hearts. It might have
seemed excusable in Daniel, after he had met with his first repulse; for who would
not have said he had discharged his duty, and that an obstacle had prevailed
over him! But; since he did not prevail with the chief prefect, he goes to his
servant. Thus voluntarily to incur risk was the result of no common prudence. For
this servant could not make the same objection, as we have just heard the prefect
did. Without doubt he had heard of Daniel’s request, and of his repulse and
denial; hence Daniel is beforehand with him, and shows how the servant may
comply without the slightest danger; as if he had said, — We, indeed, did not
obtain our wish from the prefect because he was afraid of his life, but I have now
thought of a new scheme by which you may both gratify us and yet not become
chargeable with any crime, as the whole matter will be unknown.”
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• “Whence then sprang this scrupulousness? because, as we said
yesterday, Daniel was unwilling to accustom himself to the delicacies of
the palace, which would cause him to become degenerate. He wished,
therefore, to nourish his body not only frugally, but abstemiously, and not to
indulge in these tastes; for although he was raised to the highest honors,
he was always the same as if still among the most wretched captives.
There is no occasion for seeking other reasons for this abstinence of
Daniel’s. For he might have fed on ordinary bread and other less delicate
food; but he was content with pulse, and was continually lamenting and
nourishing in his mind the remembrance of his country, of which he would
have been directly forgetful if he had been plunged into those luxuries of
the palace.”
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