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• Aretas IV was the father-in-law of Herod Antipas. He lived
in Petra and ruled the kingdom of Nabatea (called Arabia
in Gal. 1:17) between 9 B.C. and A.D. 40. Damascus at
the time of Paul’s conversion may have been under
Nabatean rule. Alternatively it was under Roman rule,
and a colony of Nabateans controlled it. A third possibility
is that Aretas ruled the Nabatean population of
Damascus. The historical evidence is incomplete. Aretas
evidently wanted to arrest Paul because the apostle
began evangelizing in that region immediately after his
conversion (cf. Acts 9:20; Gal. 1:17, 22-23). His activity
antagonized the Jews living in the area who obtained
official support for their opposition to Paul (cf. Acts 9 2325). Aretas himself may have been a Jew.
© Kootenai Community Church | Adult Sunday School: 2 Corinthians | Series taught by Cornel Rasor, Pastor | Any unauthorized altera?on of this material is prohibited. kootenaichurch.org

• The successor of Obodas was apparently surnamed Aeneas and this is the Arabian king who figures in the New
Testament (2 Corinthians 11:32 ; compare Acts 9:24 ). The Aretas, here mentioned, is the father-in-law of Herod
Antipas, who divorced his wife to marry Herodins, the wife of his brother Philip (Matthew 14:3 ; Mark 6:17 ; Luke 3:19 ).
Josephus (Ant. , XVIII , v, 1, 3) gives us a circumstantial narration of the events leading up to and following the conduct
of Antipas. Coupled with a boundary dispute, it occasioned a bitter war between the two princes, in which Antipas was
completely overwhelmed, who thereupon invoked the aid of the Romans. Tiberius ordered Vitellius, proconsul of Syria,
to make war on Aretas and to deliver him dead or alive into the hands of the emperor. On the way, at Jerusalem,
Vitellius received intelligence of the death of Tiberius, March 16, 37 ad, and stopped all warlike proceedings (Ant. , XVIII
, v, 1, 3). According to 2 Corinthians 11:32 , Damascus, which had formerly belonged to the Arabian princes, was again
in the hands of Are tas, when Paul escaped from it, not immediately after his conversion, but on a subsequent visit, after
his Arabian exile (Galatians 1:16 , Galatians 1:17 ). It is inconceivable that Aretas should have taken Damascus by
force, in the face of the almost omnipotent power of Rome. The picture moreover, which Josephus draws of the
Herodian events, points to a passive rather than an active attitude on the part of Aretas. The probability is that Cajus
Caligula, the new emperor, wishing to settle the affairs of Syria, freely gave Damascu s to Aretas, inasmuch as it had
formerly belonged to his territory. As Tiberius died in 37 ad, and as the Arabian affair was completely settled in 39 ad, it
is evident that the date of Paul's conversion must lie somewhere between 34 and 36 ad. This date is further fixed by a
Damascus coin, with the image of King Aretas and the date 101. If that date points to the Pompeian era, it equals 37 ad,
making the date of Paul's conversion 34 ad (Mionnet, Descript. des médailles antiques , V, 284-85).
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Act 9:3-12 As he was traveling, it happened that he was approaching
Damascus, and suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him; 4 and he fell
to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, "Saul, Saul, why are you
persecuting Me?" 5 And he said, "Who are You, Lord?" And He said, "I am
Jesus whom you are persecuting, 6 but get up and enter the city, and it will be
told you what you must do." 7 The men who traveled with him stood
speechless, hearing the voice but seeing no one. 8 Saul got up from the
ground, and though his eyes were open, he could see nothing; and leading him
by the hand, they brought him into Damascus. 9 And he was three days
without sight, and neither ate nor drank. 10 Now there was a disciple at
Damascus named Ananias; and the Lord said to him in a vision, "Ananias." And
he said, "Here I am, Lord." 11 And the Lord said to him, "Get up and go to the
street called Straight, and inquire at the house of Judas for a man from Tarsus
named Saul, for he is praying, 12 and he has seen in a vision a man named
Ananias come in and lay his hands on him, so that he might regain his sight."
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Act 16:9-10 A vision appeared to Paul in the night: a man of Macedonia was standing
and appealing to him, and saying, "Come over to Macedonia and help us." 10 When he
had seen the vision, immediately we sought to go into Macedonia, concluding that God
had called us to preach the gospel to them.
Act 18:9-10 And the Lord said to Paul in the night by a vision, "Do not be afraid any
longer, but go on speaking and do not be silent; 10 for I am with you, and no man will
attack you in order to harm you, for I have many people in this city."
Act 22:17-21 "It happened when I returned to Jerusalem and was praying in the temple,
that I fell into a trance, 18 and I saw Him saying to me, 'Make haste, and get out of
Jerusalem quickly, because they will not accept your testimony about Me.' 19 "And I
said, 'Lord, they themselves understand that in one synagogue after another I used to
imprison and beat those who believed in You. 20 'And when the blood of Your witness
Stephen was being shed, I also was standing by approving, and watching out for the
coats of those who were slaying him.' 21 "And He said to me, 'Go! For I will send you
far away to the Gentiles.'"
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Act 23:11 But on the night immediately following, the Lord
stood at his side and said, "Take courage; for as you have
solemnly witnessed to My cause at Jerusalem, so you must
witness at Rome also."
Act 27:23-24 "For this very night an angel of the God to whom
I belong and whom I serve stood before me, 24 saying, 'Do
not be afraid, Paul; you must stand before Caesar; and behold,
God has granted you all those who are sailing with you.'
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