The Arrogance of the False
Apostles
2 Corinthians 11:4-8

Cornel Rasor, Pastor
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Eph 4:5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism,
Act 2:36 "Therefore let all the house of Israel know for certain that
God has made Him both Lord and Christ—this Jesus whom you
crucified."
Rom 14:8-9 for if we live, we live for the Lord, or if we die, we die
for the Lord; therefore whether we live or die, we are the
Lord's. 9 For to this end Christ died and lived again, that He might
be Lord both of the dead and of the living.
1Co 8:6 yet for us there is but one God, the Father, from whom are
all things and we exist for Him; and one Lord, Jesus Christ, by
whom are all things, and we exist through Him.
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• eminent

• ὑπερήφανος, ὑπερηφάνου (from ὑπέρ and φαίνομαι, with the
connective (or the epic extension (cf. Curtius, § 392)), ἡ;
cf. ὑπερηφερης, δυσηλεγής, τανηλεγης εὐηγενής), from
Hesiod down;

• ὑπερήφανος
• huperēphanos

overtopping,• 1. showing oneself above others, overtopping,
conspicuous above others, pre-eminent (Plato, Plutarch,
others).
• 2) with an overweening estimate of one’s means or merits,
despising others or even treating them with contempt,• 2. especially in a bad sense, "with an overweening
estimate of one's means or merits, despising others or
haughty
even treating them with contempt, haughty" (cf. Westcott,
• huperephanos: proud, arrogant
Epistles of St. John, p. 64{b}): Romans 1:30; 2 Timothy
3:2; opposed to ταπεινοί, James 4:6; 1 Peter 5:5 (in these
• Original Word: ὑπερήφανος, ον
two passages after Proverbs 3:34); with διάνοια καρδίας
Part of Speech: Adjective
added, Luke 1:51. (The Sept. for , ֵגֶּאה, ָרם,ֵזדetc.; often in
Transliteration: huperephanos
the O. T. Apocrypha.) (See Trench, Synonyms, § xxix.;
Phonetic Spelling: (hoop-er-ay'-fan-os)
Schmidt, chapter 176, 8.)
Definition: showing oneself above others
Usage: proud, arrogant, disdainful.
• 1) showing one’s self above others,
conspicuous above others, pre-eminent

• 5244 hyperḗphanos (from 5228 /hypér, "beyond, over"
and 5316 /phaínō, "shine forth") – properly, over-shine,
trying to be more than what God directs, i.e. going beyond
the faith He imparts (cf. Ro 12:2,3).
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• Before we go further with this passage, we must ask, how could Paul maintain
this attitude of utter independence with regard to the Corinthian Church and yet
accept gifts from the Philippian Church? He was not being inconsistent and the
reason was a very practical and excellent one. As far as we know, Paul never
accepted a gift from the Church at Philippi when he was in Philippi. He did so only
after he had moved on. The reason is clear. So long as he was in any given place
he had to be utterly independent, under obligation to no man. It is hardly possible
to accept a man's bounty and then condemn him or preach against him. When he
was in the middle of the Philippian community Paul could not be beholden to any
man. It was different when he had moved on. He was then free to take what the
love of the Philippians chose to give, for then it would commit him to no man or
party. It would have been impossible for Paul, when in Corinth, to receive
Corinthian support and at the same time maintain the independence which the
situation demanded. He was not in the least inconsistent; he was only wise.
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• Why were the Corinthians so annoyed about his refusal? For one thing,
according to the Greek way of thinking, it was beneath a free man's dignity
to work with his hands. The dignity of honest toil was forgotten, and the
Corinthians did not understand Paul's point of view. For another thing, in
the Greek world, teachers were supposed to make money out of teaching.
There never was an age in which a man who could talk could make so
much money. Augustus, the Roman Emperor, paid Verrius Flaccus, the
rhetorician, an annual salary of 100,000 sesterces, which, in present day
purchasing power was the equivalent of a quarter of a million pounds.
Every town was entitled to grant complete exemption from all civic burdens
and taxes to a certain number of teachers of rhetoric and literature. Paul's
independence was something that the Corinthians could not understand.
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