Finishing What We Start
2 Corinthians 8:5-9

Cornel Rasor, Pastor

• 1Sa 15:13-23 Samuel came to Saul, and Saul said to him, "Blessed are you of the LORD! I have carried out
the command of the LORD." 14 But Samuel said, "What then is this bleating of the sheep in my ears, and the
lowing of the oxen which I hear?" 15 Saul said, "They have brought them from the Amalekites, for the
people spared the best of the sheep and oxen, to sacrifice to the LORD your God; but the rest we have utterly
destroyed." 16 Then Samuel said to Saul, "Wait, and let me tell you what the LORD said to me last night."
And he said to him, "Speak!" 17 Samuel said, "Is it not true, though you were little in your own eyes, you
were made the head of the tribes of Israel? And the LORD anointed you king over Israel, 18 and the LORD
sent you on a mission, and said, 'Go and utterly destroy the sinners, the Amalekites, and fight against them
until they are exterminated.' 19 "Why then did you not obey the voice of the LORD, but rushed upon the
spoil and did what was evil in the sight of the LORD?" 20 Then Saul said to Samuel, "I did obey the voice of
the LORD, and went on the mission on which the LORD sent me, and have brought back Agag the king of
Amalek, and have utterly destroyed the Amalekites. 21 "But the people took some of the spoil, sheep and
oxen, the choicest of the things devoted to destruction, to sacrifice to the LORD your God at
Gilgal." 22 Samuel said, "Has the LORD as much delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices As in obeying the
voice of the LORD? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, And to heed than the fat of rams. 23 "For
rebellion is as the sin of divination, And insubordination is as iniquity and idolatry. Because you have rejected
the word of the LORD, He has also rejected you from being king."
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• 2Co 9:2 for I know
your readiness, of
which I boast about
you to the
Macedonians,
namely, that Achaia
has been prepared
since last year, and
your zeal has stirred
up most of them.
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• “this verse is a Christological gem of incalculable
value, a many faceted diamond that far outshines all
the other jewels around it. The wonder of this verse is
captivating. It’s vast scope, profundity, and impact
transcend the simplicity of the 21 Greek words that
comprise it. It’s truth is not couched in technical
theological language; its words are not complex or
confusing. And though it’s message may be grasped
in one reading, the truth it contains may not be fully
comprehended throughout eternity.”
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• As far as Jesus' experience is concerned, it is true that Luke highlights the lowly circumstances of
his birth, but this is not an indication of the poverty of the holy family, but rather of the overcrowded
conditions in Bethlehem at the time of the census (Lk. 2:7). The offering that Mary made for her
purification was that permitted to those who could not afford a lamb (Lk. 2:24; cf. Lv. 12:6-8), and
this indicates the family was not well off. Jesus was known as “the carpenter, the son of Mary” (Mk.
6:3), and as a craftsman he would not be numbered among the abject poor. During his Galilean
ministry he did remind a would-be disciple that “Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests;
but the Son of man has nowhere to lay his head” (Lk. 9:58). However, this must not be taken to
mean that as an itinerant preacher Jesus was continually in dire economic circumstances. The
indications are that the costs of Jesus’ itinerant ministry and the support for his followers were
provided by a number of well-off sympathizers who had been the recipients of his healing ministry
(Lk. 8:1-3). In addition it was a custom among the Jews to provide hospitality for travelling
preachers (cf. Mt. 10:9-13) and Jesus enjoyed such hospitality at a number of homes, and
especially at that of Mary and Martha (Lk. 10: 38-42; Jn. 12:1-3). On the evidence, then, Jesus was
no poorer than most first-century Palestinian Jews, and better off than some (e.g. those reduced to
beggary). Indeed Jesus and his band of disciples had sufficient money to be able to provide help for
those worse off than themselves (cf. Jn. 12:3-6; 13:27-29).
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• The chronology of Paul's dealings with the Corinthians concerning the collection for the
Jerusalem church may be reconstructed as follows. After founding the Corinthian church
on his second missionary journey (Acts 18:1-10), Paul ministered there for about twenty
months (Acts 18:11,18). He then left Corinth and went to Ephesus, from where he wrote a
corrective letter to the Corinthians (1 Cor. 5:9), probably carried to Corinth by Titus. By
that time, Paul had formulated his plan for the offering to give to the poor Christians in
Jerusalem, and Titus told the Corinthians about it. The church responded positively but
had some questions, which Paul answered in 1 Corinthians (16:1-4). After false teachers
arrived in Corinth and led a rebellion against Paul, the Corinthians temporarily halted their
giving. Paul dealt sternly with this rebellion in his third letter, known as the severe letter (2
Cor. 2:3-4), which he wrote between 1 and 2 Corinthians. The apostle received the
encouraging news from Titus (who had carried the severe letter to Corinth) that most of
the Corinthians had repented of their disaffection toward him. Therefore when he wrote 2
Corinthians, his fourth letter to them, Paul urged them to resume collecting the offering
(chaps. 8, 9). He did so in keeping with the principle noted in 1 Corinthians 16:2, that all
their giving was to be voluntary, i.e.,”as [each person] may prosper.”
© Kootenai Community Church | Adult Sunday School: 2
Corinthians | Series taught by Cornel Rasor, Pastor | Any
unauthorized alteration of this material is prohibited.
kootenaichurch.org

