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l Neapoli Acts 16:9

- In the winter of the year 49, Apostle Paul lands on European land for the first time. After travelling for two days he
arrived in Neapoli in the modern day Agios Nikolaos area and after following Via Egnatia he reached Philippi, 12
km from Neapoli. His companions were Silas, Timothy, and Luke the doctor, Evangelist and writer of "Acts of the
Apostles”. Paul returned a second time seven years later.

l Philippi - Acts 16:1–40

- The church in Philippi was founded by the apostle Paul on his second missionary journey.

l Thessalonica - Acts 17:1–9

- The Apostle Paul also visited Thessalonica around 49 AD and his experiences were chronicled in the book of
Thessalonians and also in Acts

l Berea Acts 17:10–14

- During the night, Paul and Silas left with the help of Christians for Berea. They walked for a while on Egnatia
Road and changed their route close to Pella, crossing a lush green fruitful and beautiful area. The spot in Berea
where it is said that Paul stood and preached. The so called "Apostle Paul's Podium" is now an imposing
monument. As a result, “a number of prominent Greek women and many Greek men believed” (Acts 17:10-12).
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• ordeal

• δοκιμή

• dokimē

• 1) proving, trial

• 2) approved, tried character

• 3) a proof, a specimen of tried worth

• dokimé: (the process or result of) trial, proving, approval

• Original Word: δοκιμή, ῆς, ἡ
Part of Speech: Noun, Feminine

Transliteration: dokimé

Phonetic Spelling: (dok-ee-may')

Definition: (the process or result of) trial, proving, approval

Usage: a trial, proof; tried, approved character.

• Cognate: 1382 dokimḗ (a feminine noun derived from 1384 /dókimos) – proof of genuineness 

("approval, through testing"), a brand of what is "tested and true." See 1381 (dokimazō).
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• bathos

• 1) depth, height

• 1a) of “the deep” sea

• 1b) metaphorically

• 1b1) deep, extreme, poverty

• 1b2) of the deep things of God

• bathos: depth

• Original Word: βάθος, ους, τό
Part of Speech: Noun, Neuter

Transliteration: bathos

Phonetic Spelling: (bath'-os)

Definition: depth

Usage: depth; deep water; met: fullness, immensity; an extreme degree; profundities, 

deep-laid plans.
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• poverty

• πτωχεία

• ptōcheia

• 1) beggary

• 2) in the NT poverty

• 2a) the condition of one destitute of riches and abundance

• ptócheia: beggary, i.e. destitution

• Original Word: πτωχεία, ας, ἡ
Part of Speech: Noun, Feminine

Transliteration: ptócheia

Phonetic Spelling: (pto-khi'-ah)

Definition: beggary, destitution

Usage: beggary, poverty, destitution.
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• wealth

• πλοῦτος
• ploutos

• 1) riches, wealth

• 1a) abundance of external possessions

• 1b) fulness, abundance, plenitude

• 1c) a good, i.e. that with which one is enriched

• ploutos: wealth

• Original Word: πλοῦτος, ου, ὁ
Part of Speech: Noun, Masculine; Noun, Neuter
Transliteration: ploutos
Phonetic Spelling: (ploo'-tos)
Definition: wealth
Usage: riches, wealth, abundance, materially or spiritually.

• Cognate: 4149 ploútos (from 4183 /polýs, "much in number, quantity") – properly, abundance,
possessions of many kinds; riches.
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• liberality

• ἁπλότης
• haplotēs

• 1) singleness, simplicity, sincerity, mental honesty

• 1a) the virtue of one who is free from pretence and hypocrisy

• 2) not self seeking, openness of heart manifesting itself by generousity

• haplotés: singleness, hence simplicity

• Original Word: ἁπλότης, τητος, ἡ
Part of Speech: Noun, Feminine

Transliteration: haplotés

Phonetic Spelling: (hap-lot'-ace)

Definition: singleness, simplicity

Usage: simplicity, sincerity, purity, graciousness.

• 572 haplótēs (from /A "not" and from pel-, "fold," cf. DNTT, 3, 572) – properly, "singleness, without folds,
like a piece of cloth unfolded" (WP, 1, 56), i.e. not compounded or over-complicated (needlessly

complex); "single-threaded" (versus "multi-threaded"); "without folds, simplex" (J. Thayer), used of

"unworldly simplicity" (as in the papyri, MM).
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• “The condition of Greece in the time of Augustus was one of desolation and distress. It
had suffered severely by being the seat of the successive civil wars between Caesar and
Pompey, between the Triumvirs and Brutus and Cassius, and lastly, between Augustus
and Antonius. Besides, the country had never recovered from the long series of miseries
which had succeeded and accompanied its conquest by the Romans; and between those
times and the civil conquest between Pompey and Caesar, it had been again exposed to
all the evils of war when Sylla was disputing the possession of it with the general of
Mithridates.... The provinces of Macedonia and Achaia, when they petitioned for a
diminution of their burdens, in the reign of Tiberius, were considered so deserving of
compassion that they were transferred for a time from the jurisdiction of the Senate to that
of the Emperor, (as involving less heavy taxation.)”
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• Throughout the principate of Claudius (A.D. 41-54) there were droughts and famines
(Suetonius, Claudius 18.2; see Bruce, Acts 276), the most severe and widespread spanning
the years 45-47 (cf. Acts 11:28). This famine would have been prolonged and aggravated by
the sabbatical year, beginning fall A.D. 47, when land had to lie fallow (Jeremias, Jerusalem
143; Abba 235 n. 15). Gap rightly observes (261) that famine is always a class famine,
affecting the poor before and more than the rich. “While all classes of society suffered serious
economic discomfort during the shortage of grain, the actual hunger and starvation were
restricted to the lower classes” (261), from which Christians (at least in Jerusalem) largely
came.

• Living in Jerusalem was expensive in the first century. The city’s unfavorable geographical and
commercial position meant that water was always in short supply, raw material scarce and
food prices inflated. At the gates of Jerusalem custom duties were levied on agricultural
produce for sale in the city (M. Stern in Safrai and Stern 333). Fruit purchased in Jerusalem
cost three to six times its price in the country. (Jeremias, Jerusalem 121). When a harvest
failed the normal prices – already inflated – could multiply up to 16 times (Jerusalem 122-23)
and Josephus mentions a house tax that was levied in Jerusalem (Antiquities 19.299)
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• As the mother church of Christendom, the Jerusalem church was obliged to support a
proportionately large number of teachers (cf. Acts 6:4; 1 Corinthians 9:4-6) and probably
to provide hospitality for frequent Christian visitors to the holy city (cf. Romans 12:13;
Hebrews 13:2; 1 Peter 4:9).

• Palestinian Jews were subject to a crippling twofold taxation – civil (Roman) and religious
(Jewish) – which, in the time of Jesus may have been between 30 and 40 percent of total
income (see Grant 87-105). During the reign of Tiberius (A.D. 14-37 Judea became
overwhelmed by its tax burden and requested Imperial relief (Tacitus, annals 2.42)
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