Biblical Separation
2 Corinthians 6:15-18
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Heb 12:3-11 For consider Him who has endured such hostility by sinners against
Himself, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart. 4 You have not yet
resisted to the point of shedding blood in your striving against sin; 5 and you have
forgotten the exhortation which is addressed to you as sons, "MY SON, DO NOT
REGARD LIGHTLY THE DISCIPLINE OF THE LORD, NOR FAINT WHEN YOU
ARE REPROVED BY HIM; 6 FOR THOSE WHOM THE LORD LOVES HE
DISCIPLINES, AND HE SCOURGES EVERY SON WHOM HE RECEIVES." 7 It is
for discipline that you endure; God deals with you as with sons; for what son is
there whom his father does not discipline? 8 But if you are without discipline, of
which all have become partakers, then you are illegitimate children and not
sons. 9 Furthermore, we had earthly fathers to discipline us, and we respected
them; shall we not much rather be subject to the Father of spirits, and live? 10 For
they disciplined us for a short time as seemed best to them, but He disciplines us
for our good, so that we may share His holiness. 11 All discipline for the moment
seems not to be joyful, but sorrowful; yet to those who have been trained by it,
afterwards it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness.
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Often it meant that a man had to give up his trade. Suppose he was a stone mason. What was to happen if his firm
received a contract to build a heathen shrine? Suppose he was a tailor. What was to happen if he was instructed to cut
and sew garments for priests of the heathen gods? Suppose he was a soldier. At the gate of every camp burned the light
upon the altar sacred to the godhead of Caesar. What was to happen if he had to fling his pinch of incense on that altar in
token of his worship? Time and time again in the early Church the choice came to a man between the security of his job
and his loyalty to Jesus Christ. It is told that a man came to Tertullian. He told him his problem and then he said, "But after
all I must live." "Must you?" said Tertullian.
In the early Church a man's Christianity often meant that he had to get out from his job. One of the most famous modern
examples of this same thing was F. W. Charrington. He was the heir to a fortune made by brewing. He was passing a
tavern one night. There was a woman waiting at the door. A man, obviously her husband, came out, and she was trying to
keep him from going back in. With one blow of his fist the man felled her. Charrington started forward and then he looked
up. The name above the tavern was his own, and Charrington said, "With that one blow that man did not only knock his
wife out, he also knocked me clean out of that business forever." And he gave up the fortune he might have had, rather
than touch money earned in such a way.
No man is keeper of another man's conscience. Every man must decide for himself if he can take his trade to Christ and
Christ with him to his daily work.
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