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2Co 11:23-25 Are they servants of Christ?—I speak as if insane—I more so; in far more labors, in far more
imprisonments, beaten times without number, often in danger of death. 24 Five times I received from the Jews thirtynine lashes. 25 Three times I was beaten with rods, once I was stoned, three times I was shipwrecked, a night and a
day I have spent in the deep.
Act 16:22-24 The crowd rose up together against them, and the chief magistrates tore their robes off them and
proceeded to order them to be beaten with rods. 23 When they had struck them with many blows, they threw them
into prison, commanding the jailer to guard them securely; 24 and he, having received such a command, threw them
into the inner prison and fastened their feet in the stocks.
Act 18:12 But while Gallio was proconsul of Achaia, the Jews with one accord rose up against Paul and brought him
before the judgment seat,
Act 21:30-32 Then all the city was provoked, and the people rushed together, and taking hold of Paul they dragged
him out of the temple, and immediately the doors were shut. 31 While they were seeking to kill him, a report came up
to the commander of the Roman cohort that all Jerusalem was in confusion. 32 At once he took along some soldiers
and centurions and ran down to them; and when they saw the commander and the soldiers, they stopped beating
Paul.
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• Imprisonments
• Act 16:24 and he, having received such a command, threw them into the inner prison and fastened
their feet in the stocks.
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Act 22:24 the commander ordered him to be brought into the barracks, stating that he should be
examined by scourging so that he might find out the reason why they were shouting against him
that way.
Act 23:35 he said, "I will give you a hearing after your accusers arrive also," giving orders for him
to be kept in Herod's Praetorium.
Act 24:27 But after two years had passed, Felix was succeeded by Porcius Festus, and wishing
to do the Jews a favor, Felix left Paul imprisoned.
Act 28:16 When we entered Rome, Paul was allowed to stay by himself, with the soldier who was
guarding him.
2Ti 1:8 Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony of our Lord or of me His prisoner, but join
with me in suffering for the gospel according to the power of God,
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• Stench, Pain, and Misery: Life in a Roman Prison
• Paul may have spent as much as 25 percent of his time as a missionary in prison. We know of his
brief lock-up in Philippi, two years’ incarceration in Caesarea, and at least another two in Rome.
Yet Paul says he experienced “far more imprisonments,” than his opponents. To understand Paul,
we need to understand where he spent so much time.
• Bloody Ordeal
• Roman imprisonment was preceded by being stripped naked and then flogged, a humiliating,
painful, and bloody ordeal. The bleeding wounds went untreated; prisoners sat in painful leg or
wrist chains. Mutilated, blood-stained clothing was not replaced, even in the cold of winter. In his
final imprisonment, Paul asked for a cloak, presumably because of the cold.
• Most cells were dark, especially the inner cells of a prison, like the one Paul and Silas inhabited in
Philippi. Unbearable cold, lack of water, cramped quarters, and sickening stench from few toilets
made sleeping difficult and waking hours miserable.
© Kootenai Community Church | Adult Sunday School: 2
Corinthians | Series taught by Cornel Rasor, Pastor | Any
unauthorized altera?on of this material is prohibited.
kootenaichurch.org

• Male and female prisoners were sometimes incarcerated
together, which led to sexual immorality and abuse.
• Prison food, when available, was poor. Most prisoners had to
provide their own food from outside sources. When Paul was in
prison in Caesarea, Felix, the procurator, gave orders to the
centurion that “none of his friends should be prevented from
attending to his needs.”
• Because of the miserable conditions, many prisoners begged
for a speedy death. Others simply committed suicide.
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• The Privileged Few
• All of this could be mitigated to some extent if the prisoner was important or paid a bribe
(as Governor Felix hoped to receive from Paul in Caesarea).
• A prominent individual, or one expected to be released, might be kept under house arrest
if he or she could afford the rent. In Rome, where housing prisoners was excessively
expensive, Paul was given the privilege of house arrest, and he paid the rent himself
(exactly how, we don’t know). He probably lived in a third-floor apartment; first floors were
used for shops, and the second floor was expensive.
• In his final imprisonment in Rome, though, Paul ended his life in the woeful conditions of a
Roman prison.
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• kindness

• HELPS Word-studies

• χρηστότης

• 5544 xrēstótēs (a noun, derived from 5543
/xrēstós, "useful, profitable") – properly, useable,
i.e. well-fit for use (for what is really needed);
kindness that is also serviceable.

• chrēstotēs
• 1) moral goodness, integrity
• 2) benignity, kindness
• chréstotés: goodness, excellence, uprightness
• Original Word: χρηστότης, τητος, ἡ
Part of Speech: Noun, Feminine
Transliteration: chréstotés
Phonetic Spelling: (khray-stot'-ace)
Definition: goodness, excellence, uprightness
Usage: goodness, uprightness, kindness,
gentleness.

• 5544 /xrēstótēs ("useful kindness") refers to
meeting real needs, in God's way, in His timing
(fashion). Hence 5544 (xrēstótēs) is listed as a
fruit of the Holy Spirit (Gal 5:22). With the
believer, 5544 /xrēstótēs ("divine kindness") is the
Spirit-produced goodness which meets the need
and avoids human harshness (cruelty). "We
have no term that quite carries this notion of kind
and good" (WP, 1, 92).
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• genuine
• ἀνυπόκριτος
• anupokritos
• 1) unfeigned, undisguised, sincere
• anupokritos: unhypocritical, unfeigned
• Original Word: ἀνυπόκριτος, ον
Part of Speech: Adjective
Transliteration: anupokritos
Phonetic Spelling: (an-oo-pok'-ree-tos)
Definition: unhypocritical, unfeigned
Usage: unfeigned, without hypocrisy, sincere.
• 505 anypókritos (an adjective, derived from alpha-privative 1 /A "not" and 5271 /hypokrínomai, "to act as a hypocrite") –
properly, not a phony ("put on"), describing sincere behavior free from hidden agendas (selfish motives) – literally,
"without hypocrisy" (unfeigned).
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Rom 1:16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone
who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.
2Ti 1:10-12 but now has been revealed by the appearing of our Savior Christ Jesus, who
abolished death and brought life and immortality to light through the gospel, 11 for which I was
appointed a preacher and an apostle and a teacher. 12 For this reason I also suffer these things,
but I am not ashamed; for I know whom I have believed and I am convinced that He is able to
guard what I have entrusted to Him until that day.
1Co 2:2 For I determined to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ, and Him crucified.
Php 3:8-10 More than that, I count all things to be loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing
Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them but rubbish
so that I may gain Christ, 9 and may be found in Him, not having a righteousness of my own
derived from the Law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which comes
from God on the basis of faith, 10 that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection and the
fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death;

© Kootenai Community Church | Adult Sunday School: 2
Corinthians | Series taught by Cornel Rasor, Pastor | Any
unauthorized altera?on of this material is prohibited.
kootenaichurch.org

l

l

2Co 10:3-5 For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according to the
flesh, 4 for the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh, but divinely
powerful for the destruction of fortresses. 5 We are destroying speculations
and every lofty thing raised up against the knowledge of God, and we are taking
every thought captive to the obedience of Christ,
Eph 6:13-18 Therefore, take up the full armor of God, so that you will be able to
resist in the evil day, and having done everything, to stand firm. 14 Stand firm
therefore, HAVING GIRDED YOUR LOINS WITH TRUTH, and HAVING PUT
ON THE BREASTPLATE OF RIGHTEOUSNESS, 15 and having shod YOUR
FEET WITH THE PREPARATION OF THE GOSPEL OF PEACE; 16 in addition
to all, taking up the shield of faith with which you will be able to extinguish all the
flaming arrows of the evil one. 17 And take THE HELMET OF SALVATION, and
the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 18 With all prayer and petition
pray at all times in the Spirit, and with this in view, be on the alert with all
perseverance and petition for all the saints.
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