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This is the reason why we faint not. Our afflictions are light, they are momentary, and they secure eternal glory. Every thing depends
upon the standard of judgment. Viewed absolutely, or in comparison with the sufferings of other men, Paul’s afflictions were
exceedingly great. He was poor, often without food or clothing; his body was weak and sickly; he was homeless; he was beset by cruel
enemies; he was repeatedly scourged, he was stoned, he was imprisoned, he was shipwrecked, robbed, and counted as the offscouring of the earth; he was beyond measure harassed by anxieties and cares, and by the opposition of false teachers, and the
corruption of the churches which he had planted at such expense of time and labor. See 1 Corinthians 4:9-13, and 2 Corinthians
11:23-29. These afflictions in themselves, and as they affected Paul’s consciousness, were exceedingly great; for he says himself he
was pressed out of measure, above strength, so that he despaired even of life; 1:8. He did not regard these afflictions as trifles, nor
did he bear them with stoical indifference. He felt their full force and pressure. When five times scourged by the Jews and thrice
beaten with rods, his physical torture was as keen as that which any other man would have suffered under similar inflictions. He was
not insensible to hunger, and thirst, and cold, and contempt, and ingratitude. His afflictions were not light in the sense of giving little
pain. The Bible does not teach, either by precept or example, that Christians; are to bear pain as though it were not pain, or
bereavements as though they caused no sorrow. Unless afflictions prove real sorrows, they will not produce the fruits of sorrow. It
was only by bringing these sufferings into comparison with eternal glory that they dwindled into insignificance. So also when the
apostle says that his afflictions were for a moment, it is only when compared with eternity. They were not momentary so far as the
present life was concerned. They lasted from his conversion to his martyrdom. His Christian life was a protracted dying. But what is
the longest life to everlasting ages? Less than a single second to threescore years. The third source of consolation to the apostle was
that his afflictions would secure for him eternal glory, i.e. the eternal and inconceivable excellence and blessedness of heaven. This is
all the words kater gazetai hµin express. Afflictions are the cause of eternal glory. Not the meritorious cause, but still the
procuring cause. God has seen fit to reveal his purpose not only to reward with exceeding joy the afflictions of his people, but to
make those afflictions the means of working out that joy.
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(Mat 19:29) "And everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or children or
farms for My name's sake, will receive many times as much, and will inherit eternal life.
(Rom 8:17) and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with
Him so that we may also be glorified with Him.
(2Ti 2:12-13) If we endure, we will also reign with Him; If we deny Him, He also will deny us; If we are
faithless, He remains faithful, for He cannot deny Himself.
(1Pe 1:6) In this you greatly rejoice, even though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been
distressed by various trials,
(1Pe 4:13) but to the degree that you share the sufferings of Christ, keep on rejoicing, so that also at the
revelation of His glory you may rejoice with exultation.
(Rev 7:14) I said to him, "My lord, you know." And he said to me, "These are the ones who come out of
the great tribulation, and they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.
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Mar 14:58 "We heard Him say, 'I will destroy this temple made with
hands, and in three days I will build another made without hands.'"
Joh 2:19-21 Jesus answered them, "Destroy this temple, and in three days
I will raise it up." (20) The Jews then said, "It took forty-six years to build
this temple, and will You raise it up in three days?" (21) But He was
speaking of the temple of His body.
Heb 9:11 But when Christ appeared as a high priest of the good things to
come, He entered through the greater and more perfect tabernacle, not
made with hands, that is to say, not of this creaQon;
1Jn 3:2 Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not appeared as
yet what we will be. We know that when He appears, we will be like Him,
because we will see Him just as He is.
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