Godly and Sincere Conduct
2 Corinthians 1:10-14

Cornel Rasor, Pastor

• conscience
• συνείδησις
• suneidēsis
• 1) the consciousness of anything
• 2) the soul as dis>nguishing between what is morally good and bad, promp>ng to do the former and shun
the laEer, commending one, condemning the other
• 2a) the conscience
• suneidésis: consciousness, spec. conscience
• Original Word: συνείδησις, εως, ἡ
Part of Speech: Noun, Feminine
Translitera>on: suneidésis
Phone>c Spelling: (soon-i'-day-sis)
Short Deﬁni>on: the conscience
Deﬁni>on: the conscience, a persis>ng no>on.
• 4893 syneídēsis (from 4862 /sýn, "together with" and 1492 /eídō "to know, see") – properly, joint-knowing,
i.e. conscience which joins moral and spiritual consciousness as part of being created in the divine image.
Accordingly, all people have this God-given capacity to know right from wrong because each is a free moral
agent (cf. Jn 1:4,7,9; Gen 1:26,27).
• ["Conscience (4893 /syneídēsis) is an innate discernment, self-judging consciousness" (A-S).]
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• 2Co 6:3-10 giving no cause for offense in anything, so that the
ministry will not be discredited, (4) but in everything commending
ourselves as servants of God, in much endurance, in afflictions, in
hardships, in distresses, (5) in beatings, in imprisonments, in
tumults, in labors, in sleeplessness, in hunger, (6) in purity, in
knowledge, in patience, in kindness, in the Holy Spirit, in genuine
love, (7) in the word of truth, in the power of God; by the weapons
of righteousness for the right hand and the left, (8) by glory and
dishonor, by evil report and good report; regarded as deceivers and
yet true; (9) as unknown yet well-known, as dying yet behold, we
live; as punished yet not put to death, (10) as sorrowful yet always
rejoicing, as poor yet making many rich, as having nothing yet
possessing all things.
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Keeping a Clear Conscience
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First, by learning God’s Word. In Psalm 37:30-31 David wrote, “The mouth of the righteous uJers wisdom, and his tongue speaks
jusMce. The law of his God is in his heart; his steps do not slip.”
Second, by meditaMng on God’s Word. In Psalm 119:11 the psalmist wrote, “Your word I have treasured in my heart, that I may not
sin against You.”
Third, by conMnual watchfulness and prayer. In MaJhew 26:41 Jesus warned, “Keep watching and praying that you may not enter
into temptaMon; the spirit is willing, but the ﬂesh is weak.”
Fourth, by avoiding spiritual pride. Paul cauMoned the Corinthians, “Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed that he does
not fall” (1 Corinthians 10:12).
Fi[h, by recognizing the seriousness of sin. It was sin that caused the death of the Lord Jesus Christ (Romans 4:25).
Sixth, by purposing not to sin. In Psalm 119:106 the psalmist resolved, “I have sworn and I will conﬁrm it, that I will keep your
righteous ordinances.”
Seventh, by resisMng the ﬁrst hint of temptaMon. James 1:14-15 graphically shows the rapid progression from temptaMon to sinful
act: “Each one is tempted when he is carried away and enMced by his own lust. Then when lust has conceived, it gives birth to sin;
and when sin is accomplished, it brings forth death.”
Finally, by instantly confessing and repenMng of sin. “If we confess our sins,” John wrote, “He is faithful and righteous to forgive us
our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9).
Those who heed Solomon's charge, “Watch over your heart with all diligence, four from it ﬂow the springs of life” (Proverbs 4:23)
will, as did Paul, enjoy the encouraging blessedness of a clear conscience.
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